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PREFACE, 



In oaring this small Manual to Hhe HaMnio world, 
tile Author is actnated by no other motive than to affi>rd 
the noble Institution of Freemasonry the same adran- 
tagea which are enjoyed by other sciences in an Age of 
intellectual improvement and superior civilization. II 
has always been a popular argument against fVee- 
masonry, that the proceedings of the Order have par* 
taken of the mystery which how ezctiaable soever in its 
peculiar observances, ia not to be tolerated when applied 
to its general transactions. This argument it has been 
the wish of all thinking Masons of the present day 
to neutralize. The intelligence of the age demands a 
liberal policy, which may encourage a spirit of free 
enquiry amongst those who are disposed to question the 
clums of our science to respect; at the same time that 
it may augment the resources of the Brethren, and 
enable them to render a satisfactory answer to those 
who may demand an account of the benefits which they 
derive from the practice of Freemasonry. 

There cannot be a doubt but much of the prosperity 
of the Order has been owing to the Freemasons' Quar- 
terly Review ; which, by offering a vehicle for recording 
its proceedings in every part of tbe globe, has introduced 
a spirit of emulatioD amongst the Lodges, to compete 
with each other in promoting the holy feelings of 
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Brotherly Love and Charity. This iuvsluable record 
displays moral worth and active diligence wherever it is 
found to exist, and while any remissness in the Masonic 
authorities receives its proper stimulus; a steady and 
regular discharge of duty produces applause. Hence 
the Craft is highly indebted to this Periodical, for the 
benefits it has conferred on the Institution ; and its pro- 
longed existence forms a striking feature in (he History 
of Freemasonry at the jHeaent momentoos period. It 
gradually works its way amongst the Craft; and the 
labours <^ its talented £ditor are rewarded by the appro- 
bation <tf the BreliireD. To this Periodical the HiHtorian 
is indebted for his most valuable materials ; and the 
annals of Masonry, in its absence, would be meagre and 
uninteresting. 

In the execution of this little work, the Author pro- 
fesses a strict independence of principle, and impartiality 
of action. 

Nolliiu addiotoB jniare in rerba magiBtri, 

Quo me. oonqiw r^t teiiip«Btaa, deferor hospei. 

Hoe. 

Historical truth disclaims alike prejudice and par- 
tizanship; and whatever opinions the Author may enter- 
tain as an individual Mason — ^he has endeavoured to 
preserve the strictest neutrality as an Annalist. How 
far he may have been successful will depend on the 
opinions of his readers. He has adhered most faithfully 
to that law of the Grand Lodge, which prohibits the 
printing of any private transactions that require to be 
withheld from the public eye ; and has inserted no matter 
but what he has found inserted in the printed Quarterly 
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CommtmicationB of the 0nmd Lodge, or other Boorces 
equally availsble for the purposes of diflcusuoD and 
remark. 

"Witii this avowal, the work is committed to the judg- 
ment of the Crafl ; and, it is hoped, will be found not 
altogether uninteresting, as a detail of Masonry in its 
most palmy and prosperous state. 

WOLYBBSAMPTOir, 

Jonoary, 1841. 
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THE HISl iiAY 



FREEMASONRY 



History vf Maionry from the Tear 18S9 to 1834. 

If we revert to t^e tames when Freemasooiy took a 
decided potdtioD amongst the InstitutioiiB of tbdg conntiy 
by the reTival of the Grand Lodge in London, about 
the commeiiceineiit of the eighteenth century, after the 
Ancient Grand Lodge at Yor£ had discontinued its meet- 
iDgB, and only four Lodges were to be found within the 
bills of mortality, we shall contemplate a fraternity con 
structed on a model different from the Freemasonry of our 
own limes. The Brethren of that day were proud of their 
knowledge — -jealous of their privileges — and over sensi- 
tive lest the peculiar secrets of the Order should be 
exposed to the profane gase of the vulgar. Hence, in 
1718, when the Grand Lodge promulgated an edict for 
the production of masonic papers and records, tiiat the 
ancient usages and charges of Maaooiy might be ascer- 
tained and restored ; a powerfiil party, headed by Brother 
Nicholas Stone, one of the Grand Wardens under Inigo 
Jones, was arrayed agaiast the measure. It was consid- 
ered, not merely an infringement on the privileges of the 
fraternity, but a dangerous expedient, affording a prece- 
dent for a multipUcation of papers on this forbidden 
tabjeot ; and pUcmg the customs and mysteries of the 
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InstittitioD at the mercy of those who opposed their 
principles, and turned their practice into ridicule. And 
when Dr. AndersoD received instructions from the Grand 
Master to prepare a Book, of Constitutions for the press, 
the adverse party took the alann ; and, under a dread of 

Sublic exposure, eoounitted their numoscripts to the 
ames. 

This occurred at a period when the people of England 
were unenlightened by education and science. A great 
moral revolution has been effected in our own times, by 
the spread of graieral knowledge ; and the Institution of 
Freemasonry keeps pace with the onward march of social 
improvement. During the present century it has become 
so universally prevalent as to spread over the face o{ the 
whole earth. It has its seat amongst Princes ; and ia 
patronized by throned raonarchs, and their chief nobility 
in every region under the canopy of heaven. In our 
own land, its Qrand Master is also the patron of almost 
all the literary and scientific societies which shed a lustre 
on the present times. A century ago Freemasonry waa 
but just emerging from the obscurity in which the agea 
of ignorance and bigotry had overwhelmed it. The veil 
had scarcely been removed in England ; and in other 
parts of the globe it was little known, even by name ; 
now it flourishes abundantly in every clime where there 
are men to practise it. A century ago scrupulous Breth- 
ren knew so little of the true pnociples of the Craft, as 
to destroy their manuscripts, lest the world should 
become acquainted with the nature and design of our 
association ; now, we are anxious to show the world the 
general principles of the Order ; and for that purpose we 
have numerous publications on Freemasonry, whose 
existence has effected for it an universal respect amongst 
those who have not tiad the advantage of initiation into • 
our mysteries, and we possess a well conducted periodi- 
cal to record our proceedings ; to show mankind the real 
tendency of oar secrets ; and to disseminate amongst the 
Qrethren a knowledge of the philosophy and science 
which are preserved in the institution. 

A centn^ ago Freemasonry had no pennant Charities, 
to lighten the sorrows of the destitute orphan, or to 
m^e the widow's heart sing for joy ; now we have not 
only a fund of Benevolence for the distressed Mason or 
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bia widow; and Schools where the male and female 
orphans of our deceased Brethren are clothed, and fed, 
and mstmcted — ^where, to the comforts of this world, is 
added a knowledge of the prepuatioii necessary to fit 
them for another and a better; but we hare also a pro- 
vision for the permanent relief of distresses occasioned 
b^ unmerited misforttme or old age ; and an Asylum is 
projected, which, like the Hospitals of Chelsea and 
Greenwich, is intended to be a r^uge from the storms of 
life to the worthy and opright Mason, whom misfortune 
may bare reduced, or a^ersity deprived of a home in the 
winter of hia life. A century ago, the philosophy of 
Uasoniy was very imperfeetiy understood; now tiie 
Brethren emulate each other in literary pursuits; and 
thus the Lodges are elevated into schools for moralilr 
and science; where intelligent Masters dispense then: 
instructioB with ability and zeal ; where the advance ot 
moral and social improvement tends to entigbten the 
mind and soften the manners ; and imparts to the well- 
tangbt Mason a decided advantage in the discharge of his 
duties as a member of civil society. 

Such being the present state of feeling amongst a large 
and influential portion of the fraternity, its histoiy 
assomes a character of uniisnal interest. It is no longer 
confined to the naked details of a few insulated facts and 
ceremonies, unaccompanied by commentary, and unem- 
bellished by investigations which may determine their 

Eropriety or impolicy, for the instruction of the future ; 
ut the nistoiian may venture, in these times of liberality 
of sentiment and free discussioD, to peculate on the le- 
gislation of the masonic authorities, without the dread of 
official censure on the one hand, or the private and more 
formidable reprefaeuBion of the fraternity on the other. 

At the Quarterly Communication in Maioh, 1829, His 
Koyal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of 
Saaaex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Arklow, K. Q., &c., 
&c.,waB unanimously re-elected Grand Master of Masons, 
and proclaimed and saluted according to ancient form. 

In this year several important points of discipline were 
agitated amongst the Brethren, which claim a place In 
the History of the Craft. Much argument was used in 
the Provincial Lodges respecting the indiscriminate 
admiBBion of members ; and some places unfortanately 
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exhibited great latitude in this partieular, to the ms9Q- 
tial i nj ury of t be Order. Persons were initiated who found 
a difficulty even in raising the accnstofoed fee, and they 
soon beoame a burden on the Charities. One generu 
rule OD this poiat ought to be punctually observed, as it 
is not the external but the interual qualifications of a 
man which Masontr regards. None ought to be permit- 
ted to tread the holy ground of a Mason's Lodge out the 
virtuous and the good ; and those Brethren of a Lodge 
will certainly betray a most aacred trust, if any person 
who IB deficient in the discharge of those duties which 
the conventional usasee of society require, in the charao- 
ter of a parent or child, friend or neighbour, magistrate 
or subject, be allowed to intrude into their societv. The 
propoeitiqn of every candidate conies deliberately from 
some subscribing member, and it is a personal disgrace to 
himself, as well as au injury to the community, if he 
endeavours to mtroduce an improper person. The quea- 
tioB is aftOTwards submitted to the vote of all the Breth- 
ren, after they have had full opportunity of enquiry, and 
no one ought to give his consent to such admission; for 
it is an act of treachery aqd unfiuthfulness to the society 
at large : and the consequence would be most calami- 
tous, if such a practice were universally adopted — and 
would stamp the Order with certain degradation in the 
estimation of mankind. 

To promote the efficacy of Freemasonry, and to carry 
on its operations with vigour, it is necessary that the 
periodical pasTuents be made with regularity and preci- 
sion. This remark applies not only to private Lodges, 
but to the G-rand Lodge by which the dignity of the 
Craft is supported, and its benefits displayed to the 
world. Its great charities are cliietly maintained by cai>- 
tributions and fees of honour, and the Fund of Benevo- 
lence, which derives its efficacy entirely from this source, 
thus realizes an average income amounting to more than 
^1000 a year. The Qrand Lodge, therefore, is fully 
Justified in the exercise of severity towards those Lodgea 
which neglect to make their payments promptly, or con- 
tinue to withhold the arrears of quarterage after repeated 
admonitions. In the spring of 1839 the Board of Finance 
having reported that several Lodges had neglected, for a 
long time past, to make their returns and remittance^ 
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pursnani to the Iswi vi &e Craft, aotwithBtancBiig 
repeated utpUcatiosB had been made to them for that 
purpose : It was ocdered tiukt tite said Lodges be writ- 
ten to, requiring that their returns and payments be 
made bjr the ondermentionedperiods ; or in default 
tiiereof, that the Maatera and Wardene of those Lodge* 
neglecting, do show cause, at l^e respectiTe meeting^ 
yrhj tfaear warrants dionld not be declared forfeited, and 
their Lodges erased, viz.: 

Thorn Lodges in Emdaod or the duauel Islaada— «t tte Qtaai 
Lodge in Jnne next — Tlose in the West Indies — at the Qiaai Lodg* 
in September nest — Those in the East In^es — at the Grand Lodge 
in Bcptessber, 1880. 

The year 16S9 was distangmahed hy the prinlege 
which His Bo7«l Highness gracionsly conferred on Past 
Grand Stewards, of weanng an honorary Jewel ; and an 
appropriate design was snbmitted at the Quarterly Com- 
iniinication in September. The Grand Master stated, that 
he approved the design for a medtJ to be worn by Brethren 
who bad aerred the otBoe of Steward to both the Chari- 
ties, tIz.: The Boyal Freemasons' Female School, and 
tiie Maaouie Institution for Clothing and Edacating tbg 
Sons of deoeased and indigent Freemasons, and th&t 
those Brethren, who had so served both stewvdships, 
and are deairous of possessing the medal, must commoni- 
oate their wish to His Royal Highness, through the 
Grand Secretary, on or before the Ist of February next, 
that the numbeia wanted may be aecertoined, because 
the price to oe charged for the medal must neoeasarily 
depend upon tits numbers stnich. off; that is to say, the 
greater the number, the smaller wiU be the cost of each 
medal. 

To render this honour the more conspicuous, the 
Grand Master remarked, that he had observed recently, 
some Brethren wearing jewels or medals designating 
their particular Lodges, such jewels not having been 
aanctioued by the Grand Lodee; which proceeding is 
contrary to the regulations of the Craft;. His Royd 
Highness, however, refrained from naming the individu- 
als, in the hope that this notice would be sufficient tp 
cause A discoatinuance of the irregularity. 

In the year 1830, our Royal Patron King Gec^e the 
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Fourth died, ffow acoordins to the practioe of old 
MaaoDB, " Kings and other male sorereigns, when made 
Hasons, are Grand Masters, hj prerogatiTe, duiiog life ; 
and appoint a deputy, or approve of his election, to pre- 
iida over the Fraternity with the title and honours of 
Orand Master ; but if the Sovereign is a female, or not a 
Brother, or a Junior under a R^eut, not a Brother; or 
if the male Sovereign or the Regent, though a Brother, 
ia negligent of the Craft; then tiie old Grand Officers 
may assemble the Grand Lodge in due form, to elect a 
Grand Master, to be annually re-chosen while it is mutu- 
ally agreeable." 

Accordingly, at an especial Grand Lodge, holden 17th 
July, 1830, the Grand Master addressed the Bretiiren on 
the great loss which the Craft had sustained by the de- 
cease of his late Majesty, King Georse the Fourth, who 
had so long and anxiously afforded his support and pro- 
tection to the Order, first as Grand Master, and subse- 
quently as Patron ; and stated that he had ordered this 
Special Grand Lodge to be convened, for the purposa 
of considering an Address to be presented to his present 
Majesty, upon the melancholy event ; at the same time 
to congratulate his Majesty upon his accession to the 
Throne, and to implore His Majesty's protection as 
Patron of the Craft. 

His Royal Highness then read the draft of an Address, 
which he submitted for the consideration of the Grand 
Iiodge, as follows : — 

"To the King's Host Eioelleiit Uqei^. 
" Umt Gradona SoTereign, 
W«, TOurM ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■■ 

Harter, Dapnt7 _ ._ , 

Cbniitl Lo&e of F»e mtd Aooepted Hmohb of En^and, wiA ill 
humility ana leapeot approach yoai Bojal prssenoe. 

" We li*T6 a two-fold duty to perform — aa loyal and obedient anb- 
jeots of your H^esty. ve are boond to eiprsM oat heartfelt oon- 
p^olatioaH at the aocesiion of ^oor Majea^ to the Throne of tUa 
Dnited Eingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; whilati as Brethren 
of flw Craft, we most hmnbly leqaett yonr Majesty to aooept onr 
rinoera oondolence on the death of yom Htgeaty's illnrtriooi and 
humediate predeoeaaor. 

"Bythia afflicting erent, yoor Hj^estyhaa been depriTcd of a 
beloTM and affectionate Brother, and uie meinben of oar Fratanii^ 
b*re to deplore the lou of the Qiand Patron of tiieir Older, tmder 
iritoae anapioea they had attained a height of ptoaperi^ hiliisrta 
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"HottOntiomaSn, 

'* TbMO U9 not tba woi<cU of onmMiiina; kdolAtioii, b«t dw smidM 
tribato of a bilhAil Bratberiiood, from nEoae hearte the reooIle<itioB 
of ps«t favonn oaa nerer be e&ce<t. 

"We ue emboUeiwd, pertu^B, and enooimgrd in Ae fbrtbor 
idirwTj of onr mtimonU by tbe mtifyine oonMsooneai Hat, 
among the moat iDartiiouB members of onr Oraer, the name of you 
Hqea^ has, hsppilj for na, long been enrolled; uor has jooi 
Majee^ diadained to take, at Tarioiu tiinea, an notiTe part in the 
more immediate oonoems of Qie Fiatamity. 

"fthj we, then, in all bsmilltr, presnme to ■oUcit from jon 
Ui^Mty tiiat same patronage of \he Craft wfaioh onr late reTOred 
Uonanih waa gndonalj pleaaed to beatow upon ne 1 

"Id the BteadinesH of out lojaltj and affection towards jom 
Majefl^'fl person, «re feel Jnatl; confident that we jield to none of 
jronr HajeetT'e aobjeota. 

"We OAD appeal, in auaiespeot,to7oarHa{|««t]r'iintunate know- 
ledge of onr maaomc pnTsuits. We feel aaaored dial a apeoolatiTe 
inquiij into tbe castomB of antiquity — into the origin and [ttognu 
of everj liberal and naeftd art, which conttitotM tha TOfj eeienoa 
of Hasoruj — will never, in joai Hiyeat;r'a opinioii. diaqnaUfr ihM 
true Haam from being oonaidend a good and nrtoona mambar at 
societjr. 

"In tiie pnbHo declaration of yonr Hajestj'a sentintenta we poa- 
BBBB the Barest pledge of that conduot which, under Providenoe, will 
ooutioDallj lead to and eSbo^ially maintain the Peaoe and oonaeqnaat 
HappinesB of the whole oonunimitj. Yonr Hajeatj haa therein 
graciooalr refeirsd to the oircnmstanoe of a life paaaed in the 
aervLce of tout oouotrj, in faithful obedienoe and entire Bntjeb- 
tion to joor SoTer«ign. But, if a due anhmtSBion to authority is the 
wisest preparation for the exeroiae of nnthofitj ores other*, then 
indeed we may look with oonfidenoe to the exoellenoe of yonr 
Htgetty'a £ule, Biuce, in the person of your Majesty, will be rcBliied 
the saying of aijtic|aity — ' that he ia best qualified to govern who has 
l>eBt known how to obey.' 

"In ooudusioo, tlien, we Teatar« ooee more< in all hnnuE^, ts 
•oUoit ^onr Mdeaty's gracious asaeot to tlie petitioning Pnyer rf onr 
fratermty ; and nothing now remains for ub but to implore the Great 
Arohitect of the Universe, the Author and Qiver of alt Good, that he 
may be pleased to bestow His choicest blessings on your Hqjesty'a 
head, and to establish, in strengtii and rigfateooeneas, the Throne of 
yonr Kingdom." 

To this address the following SQiiwer was returned by 
His Majesty's Secretary for the Home Department: — 

" Whitehall. July 28, 1830. 
" Sir, — I have tbe bouonr to inform your Royal Higfanesa that Hi% 
Majesty haa been grocionBly pleased to Hgnify his consent to be the 
Patron of tbe Uwted Gnna Lodge of ^toieut Free and Aooeplad 
ITaiwnfi of EuoiaDd. 

"I am. Sir, 
"Tonr Boyal Highnesa's dntiful and obedient Serrant, 
(Signed) "ROBERT PEEI." 

••Hh Boyil TfighiTTT the Dnke of Bnisex." 
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Some confueioD occnrred at the Grloid Fertiml holdea 
fti March, 1831, -whicb indnced Hia Royal Higbneas the 
Grand Master to exerciHe his authority for the puipoBe of 
preveiitiiig the recurrepcs of scenes which appeared to 
Tsflect dinredit on the Ordtf. A aoag was Buog by ooe 
of the profeBsional Glee Singera in the Ladies' Room, 
whicb was auppOBed to have a political bias, in conse- 
quence of whicD an interruption ensued, which , discom- 
posed the proceedings, and put a period to the hannony 
and good leeling which had always formed the leading 
characters of these meetings. "So immediate notice was 
ta^a of the matter; but it formed the subject of future 
proceedings, which proclaimed the strict sense of justioe 
stud decornin which actuated His Royal HighncM in dis- 
charging the duties attached to his high situation. 
. FreemasoDry in the Frovioces was progressing at this 
timo with gradual but sure effect. The most gratifying 
intelligence was communicated periodipally amongst the 
Brethren of Provincial Meetings, and important transac- 
tions of private Lodges, which, though not of sufficient 
weight to introduce into a general History of Masonry, 
yet shew the spirit by which the Brethren were actuated 
at this stirring period. Many Provincial Grand Masters, 
with their Deputies and Omcers, evinced a zeal which 
did them honour; and eminent Masons in many of the 
Provinces exerted themselves to carry into effect the true 
principles of the Order, by inspiring their Lodges with a 
taste for the philosophy of the science, and a suostitutioa 
of extended labour for extended refreshment. 

At the quarterly communication of March, 1831, tite 
Grand Master stated to the Brethren that having learned 
It was the wish of Masters of Lodges, that he should 
record his opinion on the proper Rule to be observed in 
the election and installation of the Master of a Lodge; 
Hifl Royal Highness was pleased to declare that it was 
necessary, previous to sucn installation, that the minutes 
of the preceding Lodge should he read and confirmed ; 
after wnich, the naual ceremonies of swearing in and 
placing the W. Master in the chair were to be performed. 
Sbould the minutes not be confirmed, then the summon* 
issued for the following regular meeting of the Lodge 
mnst set forth that the Brethren would proceed to elect 
a new Master, and on the confirmation of those minutes 
at the next ordinary Lodge-night, as provided in tha 
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Book of CouatitutioDB, sec. 2, tbe installation of ihe 
new Master might be legally performed. 

The Board ot Qeneral PujpoBefl reported, at tbe Grand 
Lodge in June, 1831, tbat a complaint having been pre* 
forred bf>tha Lodge of Senevolenoe, a^nat the Lodge 
Ko. 33d, for having attached to the Petition of the Widow 
of a late Brother, a certificate that the deceased Brother 
had been twelve years a Bubscribiiig member to that 
Lodge, while it appears from tbe Grand Lodge Books, 
that he bat baen only three years a member, the Master 
and Wardens of that Lodge were summonsd to attend 
tiie Board with their Ijooks, which they accordingly did^ 
l7pDQ an inspection of the books, it appeared tbat thi 
deceased Brother was initiated in 1800, that he paid two 
quarters from that date ; and at Bubsequent periods, but 
very irregularly, he paid thrqe years and three quarters, 
more ; making together four years and a quarter, the last 
of such payments being in 1813. The W. Master stated, 
in explairation, that upon referring to thef^ooks, when 
the petition was laid before the Lodge, it was found tbat 
tbe Brother had been initiated in ISOO, and made his last 
psyment iti 1812 ; it was, therefore, concluded that he had 
been twelve years a member, and tbe certificate waa 
signed accordingly. The Board, feeling tbat this pro- 
ceeding manifested a great wont of attention on the part 
•f tbe Officers of the Lodge, calculated to mislead th« 
Lodge of Benevolence; it was resolved, that tbe Master 
be severely reprimanded for this irregularity, and cau- 
tioned that his Lodge be more circumspect in fiiture. 

In September, His Koyal Highness was requested to 
Buperintend the deposition of the foundation stone of a 
new building to be erected in Agar-street, Strand, and 
to be called the Charing Cross Ho^itaL This paH of 
the metropolis is thickly peopled, and accidents on tbe 
River Thames are of frequent occurrence, with no similar 
institution within a convenient distance. The utility of 
such a charity being thus obvious, His Royal Highness 
graciously consented; and for this purpose opened a 
Grand Lodge in the Vestir Koom, near the parish 
Church of Saint Martin's, WestmiuBter; where he was 
attended by Plia Grace the Duke of LeinBt«r, Grand 
Matter of Ireland; Lord Dundas, D. G.M. ; James Agar, 
P. D. 0. M. ; Lord George Lennox, S. G. W. ; Lord H. 
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JohQ Churchill, J. &. W. ; Earl Ferrera, P. G. M. for 
Staffordshire ; as well aa ail the Q-rand Officers Present 
and Past; several Provincial (inmd Masters ; and the 
Hasten and Wardens of many private Lodges. 

The procession was then formed, and moved in 1^ 
following order, viz. : 

Police officers. 

HiliUiy B*nd of Mosic, 

Two Tylers. 

( The WudeoB, Put Masters, snd Mutera at the Bsreml Lodges, ) 

( according to Rank, Juniors walking first { 

Officers of Grand Stewards' Lodge. 

The Architect witii the Plans. 

(A Cornucopia, with Corn, borne by the ■) 
Master of a Lodge. ( Grand 

Two Ewera, with Wine and Oil, borne by ( Steward, 
the Master of ft Lodge. - J 

Orand Orgaust. 
Q. SiqieriDtendant of Works. Q. Director of Ceremonies. 

Past Grand Sword Bearers. 

Past Grand Deacons. 

Grand Deacons of the Year. 

Gnwd SMvetMT, bearing Book of Constitutions on a Onahion. 

Gr^ad Secntary, boaring the Plate with tlw Inscription for th« 

Foundation Stone. 

Grand Registrar, bearing the Great Seal. 

I^t Grand Treasurere. 

Orsod l^CMurw, bearing a PhiaL contaioii^ tha Oouu to be depodted 

io the Stone. 

Past Grand Chaplains. 

Hm Orand Chaplin, bearing the Sacred Law on a Caahion, 

Past Grand Wardens. 

Past ProTincial Grand Masters. 

Provincial Grand Masters. 

Past Deputy Grand Mastera. 

The' Corinthian Light, borne by the Mastor of a Lodm. 

The OtJumn of J. G. W., borne by the Master of a Lodge. 

The Junior Grand Warden, with Plumb Bale. 

The Doric Light, borne by the Hseter of a Lodse. 

The Column of S. G. W., home by the Master of a Lodge. 

The Senior Grand Warden, with Level. 

^ The Deputy Grand Master, with the Square. 

M. W. Grand Mast^ of Ireland, His Graoe the 

Ddee of Leinster, with the Mall, need by 

Grand Master Sir ChriBtopher Wren on laving 

,the Foundation Stone of St Paul's CathedraL, 

The Ionic Light, borne by the MaMer of a Lodge. 

' The Banner of H. B. H. the Duke of Snssez, ^ 

H. W- Grand Master. 
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The Gnnd Sword Beww. 

Grand ( H. R. H. the Ddke or Sdwex, M. W. Gkahd ) Gnmd 

Stewud. ( Masteb. $ Steward, 

Two Grand Stewardi. 

Gnmd ( TheSUndard of His Hajestf KiagWiHiamtke ) Grand 

SUward. ( Fourth, Patron of the Order. ( St«w«rd. 

Two Grand Stewards. 

Grand l^ler. 

Stewards cf the Hospital, with Wanda. 

Vice-Patrons and Vice-Presidents. 

Stewards, with Wands. 

^vateea, Treasurers, Building Committee, and Offloera. 

Stewards, with Wands. 

Gorernors and SubacriberB. 

Stewards, with Wanda. 

Beadlee. 

Wlien the head of the proceBsioB arriTed at the pimce 
where it was to halt, the Brethren divided to the right 
and left, and faced inwards, forming an avenue for the 
M. W. Grand Master to pass through, preceded by the 
Steward of the Grand Patron and the Grand Sword 
Bearer, and followed by His Royal Ilighnees'a Banner, 
the Ionic Light, the Grand Master of Ireland, Deputy 
Grand Master, and Grand Officers, who took their re- 
spective situationa on the platform. The Vice-Patrons 
of the Institution, the Vice-Presidents, and the Building 
Committee also took their places on the platform. 

The stone was then raised, and, after the lower one 
was adjusted, the Grand Secretary read, aloud, the 
inscription engraven on the brass plate. The Grand 
Treasurer then deposited the phial containing the coins 
in the cavity of the lower stone, and the Grand Secretary 
placed the inscription plate over the mouth of the cavity. 
The cement waa then placed on the upper face of the 
bottom stone, and the Grand Master adjusted the same 
with a trowel banded to him for that punKwe. After 
which the upper stone was lowered slowfy, the bwd 
playing " Rule Britannia.^' 

The Grand Master then proved the just position and 
form of the stone by the plumb, level, and square, which 
were successively delivered to him by the Junior and 
Senior Grand Wardens, and the Deputy Grand Master. 
Being satisfied in these particulars, His Royal Highness 
gave the stone three knocks with the mall, which was 
delivered by His Grace the Duke of Leinster. Tlia 
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Cornacopis, contsiniDg the com, and tbe £wen, with 
the wine and oil, were then handed to His Royal High- 
ness, who atrewed the corn, and poured the wine &nd oil 
over the stonet with tbe accoBtonied ceremonies. The 
Grand Master having inspected the plan of the iotended 
building, delivered the same to the Architect, together 
with the several tools used in provios the position of 
the stone, and desired him to proceecC without loss of 
time, to the completion of tbe work in conformity with 
tbo plan. 

The Stewards and Committee of tbe Hospital having 
erected a very extensive platform, aad also seats for the 
accommodation of spectators, the ceremony was graced 
by the presence of many Ladies of Noble Families, and 
othere of distinction, with a very numerous assemblage 
of Gentlemen. 

Oo^ et the laMription «DgraTca oa th« Brua PlwBe depoidtvd in tlM 
Stoae. 

In tliB SMond Tmr of th« Rmn of His 

Majeatr King WiUikm iV., 

This First Swne 

of the 

Charing Crow HospiUt, 

WM Iftid in ftmple mtaonio foitn, 

on the 15^ Saptember, 1831, 

hf EiB Rojtl HighneBS Prince Augustua Fiederidk 

DuEE OF Sussex, E. G,, tc, Ac, ko. 

Qrud Muter of the rreemwuns of Engluid, 

ftod Patron of tbe InstiMtion. 

DaciiiHii Burton, Ew|., Arohitect. 

Heura. Howvd and Nixon, Builders. 

At the. commencement of the year 1883, Sir John 
Soane, Grand Superintendant of Works, reported to the 
Grand Maatcr that he bad had the gratification to com- 
ttletA, by order of the Grand Lodge, the New Masooio 
Hall, as a temple to be devoted exclusively to Masonry. 
That, notwithstanding every attention to economy, con- 
astent with the substantial erection of the building, the 
4utlay had unavoidably been considerable. But, as an 
ard^t lover of the ft^temity.he was anxious to con- 
tribute his mite towards defraying the expense of a 
structure consecrated to the purpoBesof the Craft, and 
felt that he could not avail bimseH* of a more appropriate 
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time for eo doing than the anniTenary of the Graad 
Master's birth. And he accordingly enclosed a draft for 
^500. At the Quarterly Commuaication in Mvoh, 
therefore, it was imaaimously resolved, that the O-rand % 
Lodge aocepta with gratitude this munificent donation ; 
and whilst tendering their thanks to Brother Sir John 
Soane, for thi^ renewed manifestation of his liberality 
and zealous attachment to the Craft, the Grand Lodge 
cannot but record, with feeliogs of brotherly and 
afiectionate regard, their esteem and approval of the 
■kill and talent displayed by him in the progresa and 
completion of the work. 

The attention of the Craft abont this time was directed, 
by many Provincial G-rand Masters, to the necessity and 
beneBt which may be derived from attending to the 
authorized lectures at the stated Meetings of the Society, 
because it has been found by experience that where they 
are regularly delivered, a full attendance of the Brethren 
is always ensured. For this purpose they have been 
conveniently divided into sections and clauses, which 
may occasionally be entrusted to talented Brethren, at 
the will and pleasure, and under the direction of the W. 
Master. This is a practice which excites emulation, and 
produces industry amongst those who might otherwise 
be always indifferent. It encourages the timid Brethren 
to exercise and improve their dormant talent; and is 
frequently found to develope ability and zeal, which 
might have for ever remained undiscovered and unknown. 
To those who have witnessed the eagerness with which, 
even Brethren of ordinary abilities have listened to the 
masonic lecture, and the edi&cation whieh it has pro- 
duced, this duty will need no recommendation. But as 
the practice of lecturing in the Provinces is very limited, 
it was thought not altogether useless to point out its 
cosutant and certain effects, that the Brethren might be 
induced to enter on it with spirit and alacrity. 
In many of the Country Lodges the Fellow Craft's and 
q Master Mason's Lectures are not freqnently delivered, 
and it is to be feared that there are some which advance 
no farther than the simple qualification questions, or at 
most, the reasons for certain particulars in our oere- 
mooials, whit^ excite the curiosity and research of a 
newly-initiated Brother. If, however, the Brethrea wer« 
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to conuder the Tariety of important eubjeets both in 
Bcieoce ami morals, history, tradition, and holy legeod* 
which the complete course of the three degrees embrocea ; 
, if they were to reflect on the sublime p&tbos of many 
insulated passages in them all ; aod possess any taste for 
the investigation of science, and its application to the 
improTement of the human heart, they* would no longer 
delay giving up some portion of their leisut-e to the study 
and examination of the maaonie lectures; and it is a 
pursuit, that, if they once fwrly embarked in it, would 
prove a fund of instruction and amusement whicfa woold 
amply repay their labour. 

For want of a proper attention to this duty, great 
Qutnbers of Lodges had fallen into desuetude, and about 
this time surrendered their warrants. Others were erased 
from the books of the Grand Lodge for neglecting to 
make their periodical payments to the Fund of Benero- 
lence ; or to account »>r the fees for registering newly- 
initiated Brethren. Under these circumstances, it was 
thought necessary to re-arrange the numbers; and for 
this purpose notice was given at the Quarterly Commu- 
nication in June, 1832, by the Grand Secretary, that, at 
the next Quarterly Communication, the list of Lodges, 
with the numbers altered accordingly and closed, would 
be submitted for the further order of the Grand Lodge. 
And it was accordingly ordered that the numbers of all 
the Lodges on the record of the Grand Lodge be brought 
forward in regulu- succession by filling up the numbers 
which are vacant, caused by the erasure of Lodges at 
various times. 

It would be invidious to enumerate the aotive sai 
intelligent Masons who, at this period, employed their 
time and exercised their talents to promote the efficiency 
of their respective Lodges, and by their laudable ana 
untiring exertions, conferred honour and popularity on 
the Craft. The applause and satisfaction of their own 
minds constitute the highest praise, and the most valuable 
reward. Their services, however, were not overlooked 
by their masonic companions; and during the present 
year, several testimonials were presented to raentorioua 
Brethren ; and, amongst the rest, a Past Master's Jewel 
to Brother Begbie, on retiring from the Chair of the Nep- 
tnae Lodge, Mo. 23 ; and a raluable sUver snuff-box to 
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Brother Bamas, as an expremion of the tenae which wu 
entertained by the Brethren of bis seryioes as Hooorwy 
Secretaiy, at the Kore Excursion, .for the benefit of the 
Boyal Masonic Institution for Boys. 

At the Qusrterly Communication io March, 1833, the 
Deputy Grand Master, Lord Dundas, informed the Breth- 
ren that he waa charged by the Duke of Sussex to present 
to the Or&Dd Lodge a marble bust of his present Majesty 
King William the Fourth, the Patron of Masonry : and, 
in the name of his Royal Highness, to request their 
acceptance of it. And also to present three gilt silver 
trowelB used by the Qrand Master in laying the first 
atones of the London Univergity, the Licensed Victuallers' 
Asylum, aud the Charing Cross Hospital. On which it 
was unanimouslT resolved, that the thanks of this Grand 
Lodge be offered to the M. W. Grand Master for these 
gracious gifts, which will ever be ranked amongst its 
most valued poseessions, and furnish to the Brethren aa 
additional proof of the constant regard manifested by his 
Royal Higpness to the best interests of the masonic fra- 
ternity. They will remain a perpetual memorial of the 
honours and protection conferred upon the fraternity by 
having the Sovereigns of the country for its patrons, and 
a Prince for its Grand Master; whose gifts establish the 
important truth that the peculiar duties of a Freemason 
will be best performed by endeavouring to follow hia 
example ; proving that every iaetitution by which educa- 
tion may 00 promoted, want relieved, or calamity allevi- 
ated, may rely upon the active support and co-operation 
of the Grand Master of that Order, whose charaoteristie 
principle is benevolence. , 

In tnie year a question of great importance was decided 
in Grand Lodge. The Board of General Purposes report- 
ed, that a complaint had been preferred by a Brother 
against a Lodge in the Ix)ndon district, alleging that he 
had been initiated therein in the year 1817 ; out that the 
Ixidge had omitted to register his name with the Grand 
Lodge, and consequently that he was unable to procure 
a Grand Lodge certificate. Upon examination of the 
books of the Lodge and its returns, it appeared that the 
complaint was correctly founded. In answer to this 
charge, the officers of the Lodge stated, that all die pre- 
sent members had joined since the period of the BroUier'i 
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mitiatiiMi, aad that', therefore, they did not conceive that 
tiiey were liable to the payment. The Grand Lodfff 
howaver, entertained a difieretit view of the oaae ; antfit 
woa resolved, that erery Lodge is responsible for the 
paynieat of all' register fees and dues which they had 
reoeived, and that no lapse of time can exonerate a Lodge 
from such liability. The Board, therefore, ordered the 
payment of the register fees, which the Lodgo paid 
accordingly. 

In September, 1833, Hie Royal Highness the Grand 
Master was gracioasly pleased to honour the Lodges at 
Nottingham with a visit; for which parpoee a Grand 
Lo(^ being convened, was numeFOUsly attended by 
Brethren from the adjoining provinces of Linooln, Leices- 
ter, Warwick, and Derby, from a sense of duty to His 
Royal Highness as well as anticipated gratification to 
themselves. 

PreBent: 
Hia RoTAi^ HioEFHEBs PiuNCB AnouBTDS Fbbdxriok Duxb (ff 

Sussex, K.G., Sco.. 6k., dec. M.W.Q.U., on the Tbioiw. 
B. W. Bro. Colonel Thomas Wildman, PrOT. 0. M. for Nottingbam- 

■hire.MD.a.M. 
T. W. Bro. W. F. N. Norton, Pwt. S.O.W.. u 3.0. W. 
V. W. Bro. John Strong. Ptot. J.G.W., u J.G.W. 
B. W. Bro. Bight Hod. Lord Ranclifi; Prov. Q.U. for LeioMtet- 

Shire. 
E. W. Bro. Sir Freaerick O. Fowko, Bart., P.8.G.W. 
B. W. Bro. Lord H. J. SfWnoer Churchill, P.S.O-W. 
V. W. Bro. I. M. B. Pigot. D. Prov. G.M. for NoUangtiam. 
V. W. Bro. William H. White, G.S. 

V. W. Bro. The Rev. Luke Jackflon, Prov. Q. Chaplwn for Notts. 
V. W. Bro. J. Smith Wright,. Prov. O. Treasorer. 
V. W. Bro. Henrf Percy, Ptot. G. Begiatzu. 
V. W. Bro. Edward Peroj, Prov. G. Seoretwr. 

W. Bro. SanBom, Prov. S.G.D. 

W. Bro. Ludham, Prov. J.G.D. 

W. Bro. Jaxnes Fellowa, Pror. G. Drreotor of Ceremotdss. 

W. Bro. Thomas Danfcs, Prov. G. Sword Bearer. 

W. Bro. Captain B. U. Pigot, B.N.G. ForamTMit. 
The MasteiB, Past Masters, and Wardens of vaiions Lodges. 

At this Grand Lodge an address was presented to the 
Oraod Master, by Colonel Wildman, as Deputy Grand 
Master, which stated, that " the Brethren gladly embraced 
the opportunity thus afforded them of expressing to His 
Royal Highness how deeply they -appreciated that frater- 
Bsl eoimtenance and support, which, aa memi>erB of the 
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Oaft, iMtiy Inve ever raeeived from faiin. Bfling faUy 
otmfideat, that raider the beoefiis of mx^ infioenoe sod 
eiample, the mjtrtAo, ancient, snd uoivwsally aztmdod 
Order in t^ich tbey had been enrolled, will not osIt in 
^ieprovince, but in ererf other under Hia Royal High* 
0088*8 guidance and oootrol, continne to maintain the 
caalted position it baa already attained, and spread wid«r 
and wider those blessings wMcb it is so well calculated to 
confer upon mankind." 

To which address His Royal Highness waa pleased to 
return the following answer :— 

E. W. Pror. Grand Master, Deputy Ptot. QtitaA Master, Pror 
Orond Wardena, and Bratfaren of tbe Fmt. Oraad Lodge of tbo 
OouBty of }' — ■ ' 



It IB onlj npon tbe asantance of the ezistenRe of aach f^tbgs, fbat 
t can ridier expect to gOTem tlie fratemilr, or hope to preeerre HuA 
hanaour m> neoeesary to Ae reipeot^h^, tbe Dannony, and the 
pioapenty of onr Sooktj. 

Haj the Great ArchitAot of the Umrerae, under whose protecti<»i 
we are hers asBOmbled thia daj, bleae all jonr undertakingB, till time 
AaS be no more. 

From the Quarterly Communioaiions of th« Grand 
Lodge for tbe yeu' 183S, we gather the gratliying intel- 
ligence, that Freemasonry was improving in its finances, 
and that ^e masonic Charities were unnBually active; 
affording comfmi; and relief to the widow and orphan who 
were destitute of consolation from other sources; while 
the aged uid distressed Freemason, who, through nna- 
Toidaole misfortune, had been exposed to want, sickness, 
infirmity, and disease, found his heart cheered and hia 
neceflsities supplied by the unostentatious bounty of those 
worthy Brethren who had shared in his prosperity, or 
who had nnited with him in happier d^ys to trace 
wisdom, and to follow virtue upon the sacred floor of the 
Lodge. Various sums were voted to deserving objects 
by the Board of Benevolence; while the Provincial Grand 
Lodges were not backward in aiding the kind designs of 
piivate charity, to relieve the poor members of their 
respective bodies. ^ 

In all times, froca ^e eHtabliahment of Freemasonry 
in ita present form, the Craft baa been so far identified 
wit^ Operative Masonry, as to be ret^neated to aflbrd ita 
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at the ceremony of layins the foandatioD 
■tonea of pablio edifices. Thu distinetion is tacitly con- 
ceded to the fraternity m a matter of courtesy if not of 
light. And it is a custom which has kept Freemaaooiy 
constantly before the public, as an institution of general 
ntUity connected with l^e usages and observances of 
tod&I life. As a body the fraternity attract attention by 
the display which is indispensable on these occasions ; 
and inspire respect bv the order and decorum which char- 
acteriie their general deportment. The rites of religion 
always forming a constituent part of the ceremonial, 
enlists the ^mpathies of thinking men in our behalf; and 
the association of prayer becomes indelibly linked with 
the formftlity of depositing the stone of foundstioQ, in 
the mind of the most indifferent observer. In September, 
18;i3, the first stone of Jamaica Street Bridge, at Ulasgow, 
was laid with masonic honours. The dfSerent Lodges 
which attended on that occasion, took the places assigned 
to them in the Cathedral at eleven o'clocK, the Brethren 
being clothed in black with white stockings and gloves. 
Divine service was performed by the very Reverend 
Piiucipal Macfarlen; the Anthems by Orroe's Church 
Band ; and Mesns. Litbgow's Vocal Baud ; aiter which 
the procession passed down the High Street, along the 
Trongate, and Argyle Street, down Jamaica Street, along 
Clyde Street, to the side of the Bridge, where the foot 
■tone was levelled with solemn ceremonies. 

From this period records are more abundant ; and con- 
sequently our account of the progress of Freemasonry 
will be more diversified and satisfactory. The establish- 
ment of a periodical at the b^inning of the year 1834, 
as a depository for masonic intormation, has constituted 
an epoch, from which Freemasonry may date its most 
rapid and general advancement in the scale of social 
improvement. By bringing the Order more clearly be- 
fore the public, its advantages, as a moral and scientifio 
iustitution, have become better known, and more univer- 
sally admitted. The attention of thinking men has been 
called to a consideration of its merits; and as they have 
been more evidently developed, the science has been more 
extensively admired. Complimentary tributes to worthy 
and meritorious Brethren, as well as frequent calls for 
eouDtenance and assistance in consecrating the first stone 
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of public bnildiiiga, are beconung of more constant occur* 
rence, aa will abundantly appear frooi tbe oontiDuation 
of these annals. Such facts cannot fail to prove that 
Freemasonry occupies a higher station in popular esteem 
thsD it did a few years ago ; and its euccess in the 
pTOvincea speaks the language of approbation and grati- 
to^ 
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CHAP. n. 

History o/* the mott remarkahU eBentt which occvmd ivmig 
the Tears 1834 and 1835. 

This period opened unpropitionaly fof the Craft, who 
received with feelings of the most poignant sorrow, the 
announcement that unfavorable aymptoms of a grievoos 
calamity had displayed themselves on the peraoo of His 
Hoyal HighnesB the Duke of Sussex, who, as Grand 
Master of Masons, had acquired the unfeigned affection 
of the Brethren of all ranks and degrees. They heard 
with regret that the sight of His Royal Highness was 
visibly declining; and fears were entertained that his 
vision would be wholly obscured. In his speech at the 
birtb-day celebration, the subject was alluded to in a 
manner which excited the warmest and most heartfelt 
sympathy. His Royal Highness observed that " his 
health, although improved smce he last met them, was 
not Bulficieutiy re-established to admit of his attention 
to many general duties which devolved upon him as a 
public man ; and that for the future he could hardly hope 
to be enabled to preside at any other assemblies than 
those of the Order, the interests of which were ever 
ueareAt hU heart. His sight," he added, " was materially 
aStiCttid : but whether in Lodge, or in the solitude of his 
chuniber. Masonry would ever receive his active and 
seriouK attention." An operation was cootemplated, 
which prevented the usual attendance of His Royal 
Hiirhuess at the Anniversary Meetings of the Maaonio 
Charities. 

In reference to some irregularities which occurred in 
the Glee Boom at a Grand Festival, as related in the 

S receding chapter, His Royal Highness thought it expe- 
ient to express his displeasure, that such occurrences 
might in future be avoided. To efiect this purpose, 
he promulgated an order, stating that "as unpleasant 
fiircumatances have occasionally arisen by Bretbreo 
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flndesTOuriog to obtain adnriBsion into the Qlee Ruom, on 
tbe days of the yarions Masonic FestivftU, to b«ar the 
irofessional Brethren who are engaged to nng in tbe 
jftdies' room ; and as these occnrreneeB have teuded to 
the detrimeat of tbe Graft, the Grand Master feels him- 
self called upoa to direct that in future the attendaaoe 
of the profeasional gentlemen in that room should be 
dispensed with." 

This order, not being perfectly* anderstood, caused 
some confusion in the subsequent arrangements made hj 
the Grand Stewwds ; and at a meeting of the Governors 
of the Boys' School. HU Royal Highness condescended 
to explain his meaning more particularly, on the motion 
of Brother Lythgoe. ' He said that *' the entertainments 
had gradually assumed the character of a concert in the 
Ladies* room ; and declared that he acted from infoniu^ 
tion, that, at the Festival of 16S1, there had been irregu- 
larities which could only t>e prevented by such measured 
as would effectually check their repetition ; 4nd that on 
the recent promulgation of his orders, he had personal 
proof that it was neCessoir to exercise the power with 
which he was invested. At the Boys' Festival, his or 
ders only went to stop the concert m the Glee Room , 
and not to prevent those Brethren who had for a long 
period enjoyed the privilege of entree from associating 
with the Ladies. That, therefore, he was not answera- 
ble for the conduct of others who had exceeded faia 
directions, doubtless from a mis-coDstructJon of them ; 
although those directions were addressed to them in 
writing to prevent their being misunderstood." 

About tnis time ' circumstances of a public nature 
transpired, ■trhich drew the attention of His Royal High- 
ness to the subject of Masonic Registration, pursuant to 
an Act of Parliament passed the 39th year of the Reign 
of Geo. III., eap, 79. It appears that great numbers of 
the Provincial Lodges bad neglected to comply witii the 
terms of protection named in that statute.' To remedy 
an evil which might operate unfavourably for the mstitu- 
tion, tbe 3rand Master, with that paternal care which be 
has alwaya evinced for Freemasonry, and actuated, as he 
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expreswd himself at the Snad Feftival of thia year, hy 
m desire to preucye a due obedience to the laws hy 
which the Order has been protected and supported ; uA 
to extend the respectability and high chajacter of the 
Cvait, addressed the followii^ communication to the 
Hasten of Lodges. 

HO, LoBdon, April 29tli, 1B34. 



-We KM MpMullr oommttnded hf the' U. W. QraaA HHtei to 
iinot tliat TOD will imhiediately upon i«oeipt of tbia, reguter with 
the Clerk of the Peaoe for the Count;, gtewartrj. Siding, Dirisioi), 



Br place in whioh jonr Lodge is Bituatedi a correct list of the mem- 
bers of j'our Lodge, witt their tides, profesnons, trades, or biuuMSB, 
and also tbdr residence* ; in which return yon are also to state die 
dmei aad plaoe of your meetiuga ; aad von will forthwith apprise as, 
for the Qrand Uaster'a information, wnea jon baTs oomDued widi 
this dinotion. In default of jonz e(> doing, fonr lodge will be liable 
toarunre. 

For vonr gnldanoe and instmetion, a fbna of the retnm to be mad* 
4o the Clei^ of the Peaoe aooompaDiM this. 

Bj oommand of the H. W. Grand Master. 

William H. Whitb, In a 

Euw. autPKE, ("•"• 

A notice of a benevolent project for erecting and en- 
dowing an Aa;lum for aged and decayed Freemasons of 
good cnaracter, was promulgated in tiie July number of 
the Freemasons' Quarterly Review for 1834. The origi- 
nal sketch comprehended an union of the intended ests- 
blishment with the existing charities or schools for the 
male and female orphans of Freemasons; and stated the 
requisite amount oi capital at ;£dOOO, The conception 
was noble, but the plan was undigested ; and subsequent 
experience has modified its details, and placed it on the 
basis of its own individual merits. The announcement, 
however, was received by the Brethren with general ap- 
probation, as a project of benevolence, worthy the great 
and flourishing mstitutioa to which it was proposed to be 
attached, and to -which it would look for exclusive sup- 
pc«t ; and muiy professions of co-operation and assist- 
ance were publicly avowed from the Lodges, as well as 
&om individual Brethren. 

The Brethren of the Strong Man Lodge, Ho. fil, cele- 
brated their centenary at Putney, on the 3rd July, 1834. 
It is an event which v«y few Lodges are blessed with aa 
opportunity of observing; and it is recorded to the 
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bonoor of this Lodffe, thftt during tbe whole of that 
period, iti Brethren tuve been faithfal; the ftttendanooB 
regular, and the finances floariihing. After the clotii 
waa drawn, the Worshipful Master, Brother Q. W. Tomer, 
addreaaed the Brethren as foUows. 

"AoeDfau7li»eUpaedaiioeoiir Lodge wuooDBtituted. DuUi, 
tihe ffreat ieattojei, hta, during tbnt period, removed namben of oof 
BreUtren from tbii mortal state of eiiBtenoe. Tbe memoTj of the 
finmders of oar liodce ia entitled to ow eapMul revweooe, inaamaolL 
u Ihej were men who were oonddered b; the Brvthren of diat Kge 
worthT.depoHtories of our prinoiplea sod prinl<^ea : thow priucipua 
tliej have transmtttod to os, onanUied hj aaj dishoDOoroble act, and 
tiioae privileeee we now anjo^, nnimpturea by innorsiion. It ia, 
therefore, with the deepest feebtga of reepeot and Veoaratioa, that I 
BOW call upon yon to hMUtur th^ mamoiy with four appiobHtitm." 

A number of silro: medats, which had been stniefc to 
eommemorate the event, were diitributed amongst such 
of the Brethren as had distinguished themselves 07 their 
xealous exertions aa Maeons'and Membera of the Strong 
Man Lodge, who received them with suitable acknow- 
ledgments ; and wear them as a proud trophy of merit 
which will descend to their children, and probablj be 

Srodueed at the next centenary aa memohala of the 
lustrioua dead, 

Several new Lodges were constituted in the Provinoea 
-during the year 1834, and two new Halls dedicated to 
Masonry ; one at Dorchester, by Brother W. Eliot, Esq., 
D.F.G.M. for Dorset; and the other at Tiverton, by 
Brother the Lord Viscount of Ebriugton, M.F., F.QM. 
for Devonshire. These are events of great importance 
in estimating the progressive advance of the Order, and 
its moral iimueace in tbe hearts of its members. ^ 

An institution was formed in this year, which became, 
in a very brief period, of great importance as a medium 
of communication with the Grand Lodge. The Hasten* 
and Past Masters' Club waa embodied, in December, 
1834, to insure a full attendance at the Quarterly -Com- 
mittees; and to facilitate the business of the Grand 
Lodge, by a previous discussion of important motiona 
to be broufi^t forward and disposed of there. In addi- 
tion to the Masters and ^aat Masters of Private Lodges, 
Provincial Grand Masters wre eligible for admission to this 
Club, which thus affbrda to the country Brethren au 
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opportsnitj of mosonio interoonrBe t^t cannot ^1 to bfl 
mutually agreeable and beneficial. The inititution 
became eztvemely uaefiil, inasmuch as on all queBtiona of 
importance the Provincial Brethren made a point of aa- 
iembling for the purpose'nf diacuaaioD, and the istereata 
(^ both thus became agreeably identified. 

Freemasonry in the Provinces Bmoothly and quietly 
puTBued its unosteutatiouB course at thia period ; au^ 
menting ita reaonrceB, and inoreanDs in reapectabili^ 
and esteem. In the ceremonial of public worKB, indeed, 
its aid was generally solicited to lend an appearance of 
form and BeriouBDess to the proceedings. Schools and 
oharitiefl were inatituted— and private benevolence cheer^ 
ed the hearts of the worthy distressed. Addresses were 
forwarded to the Masonic Authorities couched in eleguit 
langiiaga ; and the Brethren cultivated a taste for philoao- 
pby and aoiwce. These are wholesome symptoms of a 
Tigorona and flourishing instatution ; and the apeeches at 
Provincial Meetings shew that the learning and talent of 
the united kingdom had been enlisted in behalf of tbia 
hallowed science. The appointments of our Provincial 
Qrand Lodges assumed a correctness of detail which ia 
unprecedented in die annsls of Ehiglish Freeraaeoniy. 
Every officer appears in his proper clothing, and thus thb 
■cienoe in its decorations, its ceremonial, and its philoso- 
phy, is without a rival. 

At the annual Festival of the I'alatine Lodge at Snn- 
derluid, December SSth, 1S34, Sir Cuthbert Shupe, 
Bart., Wonhip&l Master, in the chair, a very gratifying 
■cene was presented. Immediately after dinner the 
Orphan Boys of Masons, educated at the expense of the 
Lodge, were, according to custom, introduced and ex- 
amined as to their progFess in learning during the year, 
and gave most satisfactory proofs of the pro^iency they 
Iiad made. The Palatine Lodge has set a noble example, 
worthy the imitation of other Provincial Xiodges} and a 
irimilar school attached to the principal Lodge in every 
Munty, would exhibit a moral lesson of Freemasonry 
which the public could not refuse to understand. 

We close ^e occurrences of the year 1884, with a 
catalogue of the places Where fonodatlon-stones were 
laid accompanied by masonic honours; and of pnblio 
ieitimonialH preaentod to deaervipg Brethren, aa an ez- 
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presnon of gratitude for raorat worth, and indefatigable 

exertion in the great cause of Freemasonry. Of the 
former there is onl; a single instance,' which occurred in 
the month of June, when Brother W. Eliot, Baq., D.P. 
Q'.M. for'Dorset, laid the foundhtion-atooe of an embank- 
ment at Weymouth, with the usual formalities. Of the 
latter it ia recorded that, in the month of January, a 
splendid masonic Jewel* was presented to Lord Durham, 
P.G.M. for Durtiara; in February, two silver trowels to 
the members of the Lodge of Antiquity, by His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex; in June, a silver cup to 
Brother Coe, the founder of the Excursion to the Nore, 
for the benefit of the Royal Masonic Institution for BOys, 
which has proved very beneficial to that establishment; 
and in December, a Royal Arch Jewel to Brother Fisher, 
of the Scientific Lodge, Cambridge. 

The complaint of his . Royal Highness the Grand 
Master w^ not sufficiently advanced at the April Quar- 
terly Oommunication in 1835, to allow of an operation 
being performed, although he was unfortunately afflicted 
with a total Iobb of sight; and the Brethren received 
the intelligence, that it was impossible for him to preside 
at the meeting, with un^ected sorrow. The Grand 
Master, however, consented' to the humble request of 
the Brethren, that he would allow himself to be put in . 
nomination for the ensuing year, as well-grounded hopea 
were eotertsined that a successful operation would 
restore him to their wishes before the expiration of that 
period. His election was carried by acclamation. 'The 
Earl of Durham, D. G. M., officiated in his absence, and 
after dinner made an announcement that was received 
with toud and continued cheering. He said: — 

"I congratulate joii upon the very gre^t sdrsaces which Ftm- 
nawoDTy IB m^ing uaongst all ctuaea of tnea. In the metropolis it 
flonriihcsi uid the PronuQial Brethren vie irith tiiOM in LondMl 
both in nombsrs and reqMctkbilit;. It bj^wus to me to be oar 

' This splendid teetimoniBl wu made bf Brother Tato, of B«geDt> 
■treet. It is ov^-Bha{>ed, borderad with flowen in various tints of 
gold, of exquiaite WMrkmansbip ; and in tbe centre, on a blue eiiaMal 
sioUDd, ia placed the square and eompaasafl, with a star of five points 
m brilliants- Tbe desi^ ie obaste and riegant, and the eSeot verf 
Striking. It bean the following insoription : " Presented to the EaM 
of Du»i*ai, Provincial Qrand Master, 07 his grated Biethren, 2lBt 
Januai7, 1834." 
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pkruDonnt da^ to BasUdn uid support tntatuaiaj; not rtinpir b»- 
CUiM it te founded upon cluritj, benevateace, uid pietj ; but becausa 
it enaUes men who are confeBsodlj aep»rated by religioua diSerencea 
at political diasension, conscientiously to meet in the calm serenity of 
aa untroubled scene, whatever maj be their creed or political tHsa. 
Freeuasonry has, howerer, a still nobler ain^— it aBsociates the poor 
and the rick upon terma of perfect equality, without a violation of 
decorum, without offering the slightest interference with the regula- 
tions of well-organiied society. Surely the prevalence of such prin- 
ciples must contribute to the prosperity of the country, by promotiDg 
Eneral harmony, and muting all classes in the strictwt and closeat 
nds of concord." 

Some very extensive repairs, rendered oecesaary bj 
tbe ^vi'ng wajof its foundation, had juet been com- 
pleted io tbe School House of the Royal Freemasons' 
Female Orphan School, at an expense amounting to 
more than two thousand pounds. To meet this heavy 
outlay, tbe Orand Master, by a public circulv, called 
the attention of the various Chapters and Lodges, and 
also of the individual members to the subject; relying 
with confidence that they will not iufkr ^is ezoellent 
cbaritv to decline from the effects of a misfortune, 
atteaaed with serious expense, which was as uaavoidable 
aa it was necessary. The appeal was promptly an- 
swered. The drand Lodge contributed ^100; the 
Grand Chapter ^50; and after the annual dinner-the 
Brethren present subscribed ^700. Brother Buad 
Cabbell gave fifty guineas, and many Private Lodges 
contribated liberally. In & word, the masonic institu- 
tions are nobly supported ; for it is impossible, in a 
society constituted en the principles of beaevolenoe, 
that the cause of tbe Orphan can ever be abandoned. 
Subsequentlv a general suracription of the whole Craft 
was entered ibto' for the purpose of making up the 
deSeieocy. 

At a meeting of the friends and subscribers to the 
pnneeted Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, 
noldeD in the month of June, 183€, the following reso- 
lutions were agreed to : — 

" That it is expedient to proride tbr the wants of tbe meritorioui 
bat aged and decayed FreemaMm, by the erection ot ra Asylum to 
i>seeiTe htm within its sanctuary. 

" That this meeting, having heard statements produced tn svidenoe 
of the means passed by the Cratt at large j arc fully satisAed with, 
and coincide therein, and p)edg« themse1*es to «xert tfaeir utmost 
power in carrying the first resolution into pnetical effbeL 
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"Tlwt thie OMtthig raoaiTa, with the wsnnMt bettnga of muonie 

S«titud», the uaouBcemeBt trota the Chalnnftu, ttwt the Bight 
ODOurable the Earl of Durh«m D. G. M., hu coDdeicetided to 
become one of the trusters ; ftnd the heartfelt thulu of this meeting 
are mpectftilily oflbr«d to his Lordship, for thie nu^ of hia (olidtude, 
kiodneu, aod protection. 

"Tbu the cordial tbuike oT the moeting are moit eapedallj doe 
toWllliuu WiUoughbf Preecott Esq., for faia ready acquieaceDce with 
the request of the Chalnnan in being named a« a Trustee. 

"That the inangDral foatival of the Asylum do take place on the 
Slet of iaij, under the direction of a Boanl of Stowtr^.'* ■ 

The ceotensry of the Grand Stewards' Lodge was 
celebrated in FreemasoaS' Hall, in the month of Decem- 
bef, the period of ona hundred years having elapsed 
since its actual constitiitioa ; although from time imtne- 
morisL it is understood to liave existed as an association 
of the most liberal, talented, and influential Brethren of 
tiie Order. The Members evinced their sense of the 
interest and importance of the occasion, by assembling 
in great numbers; and the splendour oi appearance 
exhibited in the Hall, when the announcement of visitorg 
bad ceased, can scarcely be imagined, as it formed ono 
continued blaze of crimson silk. After dinner, when 
proposing the health of his R(^al Highness the Duke 
of Sussex, the W. Master, Brother Girand, gave an 
interesting outline of the details and proceedioga of the 
Lodge since it was embodied in Jupe, 1736; and cod- 
cluded with the following merited compliment to the 
Grand Master: — 

"I oome to a di^tressinf; sabject in annoancing that Bib Royal 
BtghneAa baa been compelled to decline our iDvitatio this evening, 
on account of his want 'if sight. Hy Brethren, could be but have 
witnessed our devotion to his sway, our veneration for bis character, 
our affection for bis person, it might have cheered him in the oon- 
tinaance of those exalted duties, which, may it please the Qreat 
Architect, he ma; exercise for many years; it would conTince him, 
that however all Lodges may unite in respectful attachment, nona 
exceeds the Grand Stewards' Lodge in those scptimente which fbnn 
the Uason's pride, and become the Mtaon's hope." 

In like mantier the Old Unioa Lodge celebrated its 
centenary in this year; to commemorate which the 
Grand Master graciously conferred on Uie Memberi the 
privilege of wearing a centenary Jewel. 

In Scotland, Freemasonry having recovered from the 
paralysis by which it had been overwhelmed mider tlie 
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pressore of politieal diBmuion, ilowlj progrened; and 
th« meetings of the Bretbrea bore a character of 
solemnity and decency which afforded hopes of still 
greater prosperity. The Scotch are a literary and sci- 
entific people; and we do not tiierefore wonder that 
the institution of Freemasonry, which is devoted to 
these pursuits, should flourish and increase frmongBt 
them. Much anxiety was manifested to assimilate tiia 

Eractioe of working* and conduct of the Lodges to the 
Inglish custom. Nothing appeared wanting at this 
period but some public charity, some benevolent 
foundation, like the Orphan Societies of England and 
Ireland, to show forth the practical working of the 
ffystem ; and to afford the Brethren an opportunity of 
displaying the operation of Masonry in the heart, by 
the liberality of the. hand, in contributing to relieve 
the distressed and destitute of their own fraternity. 
This deficiency was not unobserved by our Scottish 
Brethren, nor was the day far distant when the means 
were adopted of completing the triangle of benevo- 
lence with the two Grand Lodged of Enghmd and 
Ireland. 

At the festival in December, that very venerable 
institution, the Lodge of Melrose, whose antiquity is 
only rivalled by that of the Mother Kilwinning, in Ayr^ 
shire, both dating their origin from the building of their 
respective abbeys, by the bands of architectural Brethren 
who traversed the cpuntry towards the middle of the 
12th century, renewed their annual ceremony of march- 
ing by the light of torches round the ruins of St. David's 
Pile. A band of music preceded the procession, play- 
ing solemn airs. Nothing could be more singular and 
impressive than the spectacle which here presented 
its^f. The red glaring light of the flambeaux, as it 
flashed upon the pillars and projections of the ancient 
abbey, discovering the grotesque figures and faces of 
grinning monks, sculptured on the corbels and capitals 
of nuuiy a mouldering arch, contrasted strikingly with 
the deep mysterious gloom of the retiring aisles and 
olnstera, whose darkness, indeed, was ever and anon 
partially illuminated as the singular procession passed 
iJone. Every step which the Brethren trod, as they 
■lowly advanced up the interior of the edifice, was upon 
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haDowed dost. In the words of Mm whow name is 
linked with that of the place — , 

Beneath Um lettered stones wer* lud 
.' The Kahea of their fiitben dekd ; 
From nunj a gamUhed niche ttroiuid 
Stem Bkiiits Bud tortorad mul^ frowned. 

Daring thia year the Brethren in difierent parts of .the 
kingdom were solicited to render their asBistance to eon- 
•ecrate the ceremony of depositing the foundation stones 
of public buildings. In May the first atone of thd 
Boyal Victoria Arcade at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, 
WW laid with- masonic solemnities by the £)arl of Dur- 
ham, D. G. M. ; that of the Lander Pillar at Truro, in 
June, by V. P. Robinson, Esq., D. P. G. M. for Corn- 
wall; and in September, that of a monument to the 
memory of Sir John Malcolm, at I«ngholm, in ScotlaDd> 
by Sir James Graham, P. Q, M. for Cumberland. 

Several testimonials to distinguished Brethren were 
presented during this ye&r- In January, a Silver Salver 
to Brother Captain Baldwin, of St. Patrick's Lodge, 
Dnblin ; in March, a Silver Snuff-box to Brother Philip 
Broadfoot, of the Lodge of Stability, London ; in June, 
a Silver Salver to Brother James Deans, P. S. G. W., 
from the Grand Officers' Club; and in August, a Jewel 
of Gold to the Right Hooonrable Lord Monsoo, W. M^ 
of the Surrey Lodge, Reioate ; and a Massive Silver 
Candelabrum to Willivn Williams, Esq., P. Q. M. for 
Dorset 
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CHAPTER ra. 



Hutory of Freematonry in the year 1830. 

Thb year 1836 opened with a bright prospect fiw 
Freemsaoniy. The Debt of the Grand Lodge was 
liquidated; the Schools were prosperous; the general 
Fund of Benevolence was. efficient; new Lodges were 
constituted in many of the Provinces; and, in a word, 
the institution flourished in all its details. At the 
Festival of the Boys' School, BrorLythgoe gave a 
cheering account. He said, "a few years affo, thirty- 
five boys only were educated, and the institution was m 
a state little short of bankruptcy; but, by the liberality 
of the Brethren, and the zeai of the Committee, at the 
present moment the number of children is incre&scd to 
fifty-five, while the funded stock has reached ^£500." 
After dinner the subscriptions exceeded 600 -guineas. 

The most gratifying intelligence reached us this year, 
that our holy science was progressing, and triumphing 
over the bigotry which threatened its existence in 
France. The superior classes of society had taken an 
interest in it, and extended to it their countenance and 
patronage. A Grand Lodge was formed, at the head «f 
which was placed M. C. Freteau de Peny, Pair de France, 
Lieutenant Grand Commander and Venerable. At a 
Grand Lodge holden at the beginning of the year, the 
Earl of Munster, Sir' John Ross, and Major Payne, 
appeared as visitors, ' ati& were received with great 
fraternal kindness and hospitality. 

In the New World also Freemasonry was reviving, 
after a season of supinenesa on the one hand, and oppo- 
sition and reproach on the other, which made it douot- 
ful whethef it would not dnk to rise no more. The 
Grand Lodges in the difierent States were re-organized 
about this time, and the following manifesto was issued 
to the Lodges : — 

"That the futhfiil mouben of the fr»temity be exhorted to per- 
isven in their fidelity ; to obBerr* tlM regular commimiafttiDiu of 
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tbeir mpectiTe LodgM, and thrir preRcrib«d modes of (^rit^ ; to 
nwiDUin peace and Belf-rupect: todiscountenuiceallinwulBr kaKm- 
blies of Mmoqs, &&d scruputousij to avoid connecting FreemaBonrj 
irith anj political controTereiei or apeculatioos, being Msnred, no& 
witlutaading BtBtententt to the contrarj, wfaidi may be mada Ivt 
politiaal efibct, that the Qrand Lodp of Maaaachiuetts ii etiU in actira 
exiateuce, enjojing her Quarterly Me«tii^, superiDtendiog the affaira 
or the Cnft, and, through the Weeklj Seasiong of her Board of Relief, 
distributing the income of her little property to sick and oeeij 
Brethren, tneir widows and orphans — that while she will suitain U» 
Lodges under her JurisdiotiMi by all proper meani in her power, she 
la wSling and deBirous to receive immediatelj, the charters of all such, 
as may wish to surrender them according to the oonditions in soch 
case made and provided." 

Id b communication to the Grand Lodge in the month 
of April, 1836, His Royal Highneas the Duke of Sussex 
was graciously pleased to express his intention of remov- 
ing the restriction which he had laid upon the Stewards, 
interdicting the admlHsion of musical Brethren into the 
Glee Room ; and the message was received with grati- 
tude and joy. 

The diSGuamoQ in Parliament respecting the' Iri^ 
constabulary force, aasumed a character which was con- 
■idered hostile to the existence of Freemasonry in that 
country; and fears were entertained leat the Order should 
be included in the description of ** secret or political 
societies" contained in that bill. To prevent any mis- 
construction, therefore, the Duke of Leinster, Grand 
Master for Ireland, moved, "that Freemasons be ex- 
empted from taking the oath that they do not helpng to 
any secret society." This clause was opposed by Lord 
Winchelsea and others, who expressed opinions on the 
tendency of Freemasonry, 'which are not Dome out by 
fact. After an animated debate the clause waa carried 
in the affirmative, and the science of Freemasonnr was 
exempted from a test which would have matenalh- im- 

Eided its progress in that country.* The Irish Grand 
aster, by his conduct on this occasion, won golden 

* The foUowing eomspandence on thu Biibject appears in Bell's 
' Life: "Are Freenusons exempted from the necessity of compljii^ 
with the same prescribed form of declaration as the members of any 
other wcret society, on, or previous to their acceptinc public ofBce? 
A Freemason must ti^e aU the oaths and make all tbe declarationa 
whieli must he taken or made by apy other persons, but there ar* 
DOiM directed against him bh a Freemaaoa. In respect of that pai- 
ticniar character he takea none." 
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opinions from his Brethren throughout the United King- 
dom; and received an unaDimous vote of thanks from 
the Grand Lodge of England, at the- recommendation of 
His Royal Hignness the Duke of Sussex ; which wu 
tpletidialy engrossed on vellam, and verified by the 
signatures of Lords Dundas, Churchill, Scarborough, 
and Suffield. In like manner the thanks of the fraternity 
in Ireland were embodied in an Address, and presented 
to His Grace by the Officers of his own Grand Lodge. 

On the lOtb day of June in this year, the long expected 
operation, to remove the cataracts which had obscured 
the vision of his Royal Highness the Grand Master, was 
■ucessfully performed by Mr. Alexander. It occupied 
.about a quarter of an hour, and his Royal Highness 
underwent the operation with exemplary patience and 
fortitude ; six days afterwards the following communicfr- 
tion was made to the Royal Society : 

" Eennngtoii Palace, Jime 16. 
"QsnTLBMBH, • - . 

" I hkTe reoeired the oommMids of Hia Rortit HIghneaa tbe Dnke 
of SoAMX, to oommimioato to the Members. of the Hojal 3ooietf th« 
n>sult n{ the op«ralioti which woa peiformed un TAd&y lost by Mr. 
Alexander, on the Hii Royal Highuesa'B ejea. The cataracts wet« 
removed onder the moat favourable circamstanoei ; the baadaKes were 
taken off on Tueadaj morniiig, and, throogh the bkEsing of Provi- 
deuoe, Hie Ro^al HighnesB is now able to see diatiiictlj with both 
ejea. Trus^ng in God's ooatdnued meicy, Hia BojaJ High ceas looks 
^ith oonfidenoe to the complete restoratioii of his Mgfat ; and he thus 
snticdpates with pleasure the arrival of the 30tb of next November, 
vhen hia Royal Hif^neBH maj be enabled again to take the chair at 
tb Anniverssry U^oting-of the Society, and in disoharge the dutiea 
which devolve on the Preaident, eapeoially those of distribotiog ths 
TBiMHii piiies awarded in the oourae of the year. 

" 1 have the honour, to remain, Qentlemei^ 
" Y»ui8 most fUthfuUj, 

■ " GEOEQE ADAM BBOWN.'** 

» To the FeQowB of the Boyal Society." 

* The following sketch of the Qrand Master maj be aooeptable to 
die distant Brethren who have not been favonred with an opportam^ 
of seeing bint. It is extracted from a work entitled " Bandom Seool- 
leotiona of the Honae of Lords." " Hia Royai Highness is a man of 
fupeiior talenta. It were to over-estimate his abilities to aay he is a 
&st-rata man; hnt no one oan denv that his intellectual tesqnroM 
kre far above medinoiity. The speeoAes he osed to make some twelve 
or fifteen yean since, both at pnblio meetings and in the Hoase, were 
ai replete with eloqnanoe ai tlkeyirere pamaAablefor tlie ardent lore 
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Tfas Ambtesador from the Kinv of Oade to tbu eountry 
WW initiated into Masonry in tbe Lodge of Friendthlp, 
at the Thatched House Tavern, oii Thunday, the 1401 
of' April. His introdaction into Maa^nry may bare 
arisen from the present or late King of Oude having been 
made a Mason Bererai yean ago, aa appean by the plate 
lately in the Grand Secretary's Office, but which haa 
been removed into the Qrond Maater'a Room. The 
young Persian princes, Zade Meena, and bis brotber^ 
sons of the King of Feraiat were also initiated into Free- 
masonry in tbe Lodge of Friendship, on the l€th of 
Jane. 

The Kewstead Lodge at Nottin^aoi, No. 66, held tta 
centenary in the montn of June. It still retains a strong 
list of members, and the Brethren work well. There am 
few instances in the Provinces where a Lodge has sus- 
tained its duties so res^ctably aa the Mewstekd Lodge; 
and the increase of Freemasonry in Nottingham, which 

of Hbmt}' niiioh th«]r breathed tiirongboat. If tkere wm notiiu^ 
Diafomid or original in them, neither, on Uio other band, did they 
aegenente into dij oommoo-plsoe. Whether tiiej irere heard deHv- 
•TM, or read in the nempapera, the; at once gained the attention, and 
ouned like auditor or rmder on to tbe oloae, witliout ever flaf^tng 
for a moment. He ezoeb in pitting obvioua tratha into a popular 
form. One of the principal attributes of his speeches is their Bim> 
plicity. Bia stjle la alwayB plain and perBpicuous'; he makes his 
riewa ae olear to othen aa litef ai» to his oirn mind. No one eVer 
yet mistook tbe drift of bia arrnment. Uia reaaoniiw is alwajs 
olaar; it ia mora (dear than forcible. He never takes hia aodienca 
hj storm ; he wins them bv the attractions of bis manner. If von 
look in vain for any mighty onrst of elaquenca oarving you, oa if^^by 
a realatlesa torrent, along with it, he never fails to lead you gently on 
iritli him in whatever direotion he intends to go. His voice ia olea> 
and pleaaant, but vanta Btrength and flexibility. He never varies the 
key Ib which be begins ; be is always audible. He is an easy and 
flnent speaker, never appearing in tbe least disconcerted, or hesitating 
a moment either for ideas or tor suitable terms wherewith to express 
tbem. He seldom speaks long at a time, bot there ia as much matter 
in most cases, in what he says in ten minutes, OB there is in what tfa« 
mt^rity of speakers would ooiDnianioat« in twenty. His ext«mpo- 
raneouB resonroes are ample ; he can speak with mnoh effoot on tbe 
Bnpulse of the moment : indeed, his speeches art setdota prapaied 
before hand. 

''His literary and Boientlfiio atteinme&ts era great; witli soienM 
eepeoially, be is intimately oonversaut. Henoe it is thjit be is Presi- 
dent gf sereral eminent soiendflo eooieties, and that bb name !s so 
often toasted at publio dinners in ooimeotion with the varions eoieiitifis 
iaatitDtioDS of EngUud." 
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now bouts of three Lodges, prove« the pontioD, that 

wheB Masonry is best kaowa, it u moat highly esteemed. 
The practical applifi&UoD o£ its doctrine, will always hare 
the effect of cattsing it to be honoured by those whose 
approbation is -of any value. If Freemasonry feed the 
hungry, and clothe the naked — if it relieve the distreBsea 
of the widow, and kistruot the orphan in the duties of 
his station here, and the essentials for procuring happi- 
ness hereafter, when be shall have passed through the 
stormy paths of this life with moral credit and reUgiona 
hope — and all these laudable purposes are effected through 
the medium of our benevolent institutions — if the 
Brethren Me blameless and irreproachable in their private 
conduct, and fulfil the royal law which bids them do to 
others as they would be done by ; — ^if Masoory produce 
these blooming fruits, which all maokiad commend, it is 
sure to be rewarded with universal ^probation. The 
worthy and the good will eagerly embrace a system which 
produces bo much practical benefit ; and the Masonic 
lostitutioit will be considered a public blessing to the 
community at large. 

About this time considerable excitement manifested 
itself amongst the Fraternity in Ireland, in eonsequence 
of an order of the Grand Lodge, very properly issued in 
times of political excitement ; enjoining the Lodges to 
abstain from the use of public processions, under the 
penalty of censure, and in extreme oases of erasure.* 
Generally the injusction was obeyed; and the Brethren, 

* At an estraordinHj General Meeting of the Grand Lodm of 
Ireluid, the fuUoirfng resolutioU vere put and carried unauimouslj : — 

"ReaolTed, — That muonio prucpBsioQ*, though innooeut and 
harmlesa in themselves, mny^ under* particular oiroumBtanoas, Itt) im- 
prudent and hipihlr iqjurious to the geoeral intaresta of the Order. 

■' Resolved,— That, ata moment «b«n all public prooesuooR are either 
prohibited bj the law, or disoountenanoed bj the constituted 'authori* 
lies, with which it is equally the desire and the principle of Freena- 
Bons to be in accordance aud obedience, it in the opinion of the 
Grand Lodge, after mature dehberatiou. that the aooustomed prooes- 
«jona,ontheapproaahing Festival of St. John, should be disoontintwd; 
and the Grand Lodge, therefore, require the Brethren of all muonio 
Lodges, as Ihef value the interests of FrMmasoiuy, to forbear fnun 
tH such profsessiuna. 

" Resolved, — That if any maaonio Lodge durald violate Us dotT^, 
hf disobe<fienoe of the foreeotng command,. it iliall be visited with 
the highest pnnishment whioh the Grand Lodg« oau infiiot." 
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on public dajii attended theirreepeetirepIiceB of worship, 
witaout aprona, eollara, or other insignia, and sermont 
were preached on masonic anbjscts without any political 
intermixtnre. A few initances of imubordination are 
recorded. Wiliiil Brethren, not having the true princi- 
ples of Masonry operating in their hearts, suffered political 
leelings to incite them to disobedience ; thus snbjecting 
themselres to the censure of the Grand Lodge. 

Ib this country of light hearts and merry faces, where 
ihe generons spirit of Freemasonry operates freely aod 
beneficially, the science prospers, and is respected and 
beloved. The high spirited Brethren show tneir regard 
for the science by tneir actions, and charity is freely 
dispensed to the worthy distressed. Less than this could 
not be s(ud of our hospitable fHends and companions of 
the Green Isle, though it may be somewhat at rariaace 
with the sober spirit of detail which ought to pervade 
an historical record; but the honour and faith of the Irish 
i^antcter being infused into Freemasonry, enriches the 
institution, and confers upon it additional dignity and 
worth in the eye of the world. 

Jhis year was disti^uished by the initiation of three 
Persian princes, Reeza Koolee Meerza, NejeffLoolee Meer» 
za, and Timoor Meerza: They are graodsons of the late 
Fntch Alle Shah, and children of Hoossein Alte Meerza, 
late Prince 60 Ve mo r of the Province of Tars, who was 
the fourth or 6fth son of that monarch. Thus they are the 
first pouslns of Mohammed Shah, who at present occupies 
the throne, and who is the son of Aboas Meerza, lato 
Prince Royal of Paraia. The Moolavee Ismael Khan wa« 
invested by his Royal Highness the Grand Master with 
the jewel and rank of a Past Grand Warden. 

At ameeting ^f many influential Brethren, holden at 
Freemasons' Hall, September IS, 1836, Brother R. T. 
Cpice&x, M.D., J.G.D., in the chair ; it waa Resolved, 
that " in testimony of grateful and respectful acknow- 
ledgment from t|ie Members of the mtoonic Fraternity to 
their Graiid Master, his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex; and to commemorate the benefits derived by 
the Craft from His Royal Highness's personal superin- 
tendence, unwearied attention, and judicious conduct, in 
the exercise of his high functions as Grand Master during 
aperiod of iieu4y twenty-five years ;" a masonic offering 
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■hoold bfl made to hit .Boyal Higboeoi, utd a geneiBl 
sobsciiptioD throughout the Craft be immediately ^Dtered 
into for that purpose. These reaolutioiu were coDfirmed 
at a subsequeot meeting, aod a committee appointed to 
carry them into effect, coiuiBting of all Grand Officen, 
aod Mast^a of Lodges under the Conatitutiou of £ngltuad, 
of which hia Royal Highaeas ia Oiaod Master. 

In pursuance of these r^ulatioos, a circular wai 
addresnd to the Lodges by Brotber'8. C Norris, Honor- 
ary Secretarr, recommending the subject to the attention 
of Provincial Grand Hast^rs, and Masters of Lodges, and 
the Brethren at large, and requesting their coHjperatioa 
in ae obiect so congenial to the feehngs of tbe maaonio 
eommumty. Subscriptions poured iu from all quarters. 
One spiiit appeared to uiimate the fraternity ; and the 
Brethren emulated each other in their zeal to testify their 
afleetion and respect to their Princely ChieC. The Pro- 
rincial Grand Maatera offered an example of activity in 
this noble strife, and it was foUowed by the private 
Lodges with avidity and success. 

From the scale on which the Conunittees were formed, 
it was anticipated that a magnificent trophy would be 
accomplished, alike worthy of a great Society to preaent, 
and 01 a Prince of the Blood Royal tO' accept ; for con- 
tributions flowed in one continued stream. 

A beneficial regeneration , of tiie Craft was effected in 
Scotland, under the able rule of Lord Bamsay, who was 
elected to the Grand Master's Throne in the month of 
Kovember, 1836 ; and at his installation entered into a 
statement of hia views relative to Freemasonry. " Much 
might be gathered from the few but emphatic expremona 
which escaped from his Lordship on this occcasion ; tbe 
iiill elucidation and ^plication of which he prudently 
reserved for a future opportunity. The real friends of 
FreemsBOnry have abundant reason to congratulate 
themselves, and the Craft, on the choice of one who, from 
bis high station, can so gracefully descendto those details, 
tbe right ordering of which keeps the wheels of state in 
motion." This appointment gave a new impulse to 
Freemasonry in Scotland ; and the new Grand Master 
being a distmguisbed practical Masoo** efiected a great 

* Tlw impnlss wfaudi led to Loid BsBSiV's initiatioa is Oas nistsd I 
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merftl T^bnoation amongst the Lodges. His Lordship had 
mid stich stteattOD to the formB and cereinomea of 
Haaoury, aa to become a perfect adept in the detaik of 
all the degrees. He knew his duty, and determined to 
perform it faithfully. His example and activity proved 
a powerfiit excitement to the Maaters of Lodges; and 
JTom the honourable feelings which minds truly noble 
always inspire, they onulated the zeAl of their chief ; and 
the Scottish LodgM became schools oC morality and 
virtue. 

A oenteaary was celebrated this year by the Grand 
- Jjodge of Scotland, to commemoiate the honourable ces- 
sion of the Hereditary Grand Maaterriiip, by St. Clair of 
Boelyn. Great preparations were made for this solem- 
nity, which was inteaded to be obserred by the fraternity 
throa^out Scotland, as a grand and general jubilee. St. 
Andrew's day was the ohoaen period ( and it was int«id- 
•d to dignify the occasion by a procession by torchlight. 
Above one uiousand Brethren assembled to celebrate this 
memorable festival ; and the following account of the 
e&ct which attended this nootumal {Kocesnoa, will be 
gratifying to svery masonic reader : — 

The word m&rc&lmnegiTeik and repeated along tbeiriiolo line, tii« 
gnnd batallioa of IIm Snthrm of Peace mored forward as one boAj, 
mteoeded by the bnnd of die Queen's Bojii Laneen. Tlnu lastdug 
omn tka pMtal* of the Soynl Exohange at Edinbui^ the liead of the 
oohunu was greeted with a loud hiun from the asaemUed moltltade, 
which, BB die rest adtanoed, gave place to a eoleniD and sdnuring 
dnioe. This attention and deoomns oondnet on fiia part of the speo- 
tators wa« flatterbw to the Craft, and is a proof of the great moral 
■ '■- which the ohanMrter of ow gloiiMis ' " 



creates; whatever a few prejudiced and nnfoitonate indiridnala may 
m or thbk. Respect to the ancient Free and Accepted Fratemi^ 
of HMone was the sentiment expressed, on this oooasion; and no 
oAer than a moral feme ooold; in the ahsenoe at the militwr;, have 

Am hia Lordship some jtaxn ago was wsOdng with his clerical totor, ■ 
wtetohed be^ar, apparently a foreigiier, entreated hia chant;. The 
olergTman tuaed rotind to qnestion the supplicant, and in a moment 
gfMped his htuid with Ae moat oordial kindneu. Ijord Bamsar was 
■orpriaed. Tha stranger was n Freemason ; he was fed, olodied, and 
supplied bj the ^awcoia Bngliiihroftw with the mean^ of traaspwl to 
flte coast of Sttu, where he stated he oi^ginallj came from. The 
rirmmistaDoe made sntdi an impression tqxm Ix«d fiamsay, that ha 
iebawiaai to Join fto usociation bo pregnant widi good woifcs. 
( ft scpMSOMi ' Qimte^ Bninr, vd S, p. 6B.) 
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kapt Aa crowd in ntoh iXtnot^autj, order. The poBoe «Btdsj«d 
onaonbtedlj did good aerrtM, ^Brtioularl/ in repeUina the tendency 
to preeaiiTe at the Bereral tniuings. Bat only look iniat a sig^t tlia 
Hiffh Sbeet preaeata daring tbe prooeadon! WhooTer )uu beheld 
Eduia> widi ner oLond cspt towers and lofty maariona, riaine from 
d^t to fen at<»iee in h^gfat oaoh indiridnal atage of tlua bSouI ot 
buildings inhabited hj whole hoata of bmiUas, of eterj kind and oall- 
h^ — may ima^e the aublime efieot of a multitude of torches, refleot- 
ed with reddening glare upon the mighty sidea of the spadooB street 
whioh long has fbimed the pride of " Auld Re^ie.'' ■ TbOuaonda of 
Tiaages were viaibla firota ererf der of trindows on either fiank. from 
the kiwest to the topmost habitable spoL It waa b atady for a lorer 
of the piotureeoue — a scene of strange grandeor, not unworthy of the 
magio pendl or a Hartin. We hare witnessed the religiona prooea- 
rione in tiie capitals of Catholioiam, but we will arer that tlus txana- 
oended them all, even aa a ipeotaole. On psaalng the ^nt of^ the 
Theatre Boyal, Brother Murray, the Manager, testified his fratejmal 
attention by the exhibition of a brilliantly illuminated ator over the 
portico of tiie house. Blue li^ts and rooketa were diacharged from 



Cahon Bin, aa the piooeaaion advaneed up the Begenfa Bridge, till 
at last, airiring at the Waterioo Hotel, the mneio divided ri^t and 
left, utd the grand maaoniA oortige marobed into the great halli 
whid) had been decomted and prepared for their reception." 

Sacb a demonrtratioD wm worthy of Freemuomy. 
and conferred on it a respect la the opiuioB of the World. 
If masonic processions be used at all in these days, they 
should be coDducted on a principle of superior grandeur, 
regardless of expense ; otherwise they will be esteemed 
aa a vain and useless display, and tend rather to produce 
the degradation than the advuicemeot of the Order. 

Dunng the year 1836 the number of foundation. stones 
laid with masonic solemnities was greatly increased, 
which is an evidence of the advancement of the science 
in public estimation. The respeot usually displayed by 
the superior ranks of society, and the order ana deoomm 
observed by the crowds who assembled to witness tiie 
ceremony, contribute to form no unimportant estimate 
of general feeling towards' the institution. In a rapid 
sketch of the transactions of this period, it wiU be impo^- 
Bible to do more than notice the ii^tancee whepe the 
Craft assembled for the above purpose. A description 
of each ceremonial would not only occapy too great a 
space, but would also constitute a tedious repetition of 
forma which every well instructed Brother perfectlv 
underatanda, In''May, the foot-stone of * masonio Hall, 
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stCihrist Church, waslflrelled in the norttf-east by Bro- 
ther Sir John Millbank, Bart., D.P.Q.M. ; of a National 
School at Nantwich, by Brother J. F. Haddock, Eaq., 
D.P.a.M. ; and of St. Botolph'a Chnrch, ColcheBter, by 
Brother John Round, £aq. In June, of a General Luna- 
tie Asylom st Northampton, hj the Right Honourable 
Earl Spencer ; and of a new Bndge at Radcliffe, by Bro- 
ther Bealey of that place. In July, of the Roval Victoria 
Arcade, at Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, by brother the 
Earl of Durham, D.Q-.M.; of the Dunstanville Memorial, 
on the Hill Karnbre, in Cornwall, by Brother V. P. 
Robinson, Esq., I).P.Q.M. ; and of a new Guild-hall, at 
Penzance, by Brother Richard Pearce, P.G.S.W. for 
Cornwall. In October, of an Infirmary in Perth, by 
Brother Lord Kinnaird, P.G.M. for Scotland. In Decem- 
ber, the D.GJl. and hia Masona asaiated the Bishop of 
Ripon in laying the foundation gtone of a new Church 
at Leeds ; and at Warrington the Key-fitone of a stupen- 
dous Bridge was set by Brother Le^ Gendre N. Starkie, 
Esq., D.P.G.M., with the usual solemnities. 

The testimonials to deserving Brethren were alao ex- 
ceedin^y numerous this year; which is an evident proof 
of the superior zeal and activity by which the fraternity 
have been distinguiahed ; and the record is as honourable 
' to the donors as to the individuala whose masonic exer- 
tions have been thus rewarded. In February, a costly 
tea service was presented to Brother the Reverend Sir W. 
Dunbar, Bart., of Stoke-upon-Trent. In May, a jewel 
to Brother R. H. Giraud, P.M. Grand Master's Lodge; 
and a medal to Brother L. Chandler, F.M., St. Paul's 
Lodge, London. In June, a Jewel to Brother R. Mitdi- 
ell, President of the Grand Stewards' Board; another to 
Brother James Savage, Treasurer ; and a third to Brother 
J. R. Bnlmer, Secretary to the same Board. In August, 
a rilver Goblet to Brother Jacob Keyser, W. M. Royal 
Sussex Lodge, Bristol. In September, a silver Snuff Box 
to Brother John Whitworth, Lodge of Tranquillity, New- 
church, Bossendale ; and a silver Cup to Brother Aiken- 
head,Trea8urer, Kilkenny Lodge,Ireland. APastMaster's 
Jewel to Brother Tenison, of "Fifty," Dublin, from the 
Brethren of Lodge 681. In October, a mlver Candelar 
brum to Brother Captaiu Uafaer, WJf., 887, Taunton; a 
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rilver Tufl and Corar to Brother C. J,K. Tpkt», Esq^ 
F.a.M., Somerset ; & silTer Medal to i&cetiier Wm. Aitkin, 
of the Celtic Lodge, EdiDburab ; and a ulver Tea Service 
to Brother Thoa. Wright, Victoria Lodge, Dublin. la 
December, a silrer ^ver to Brother G. Gtoldamith* 
Secretary, Watfotd Lodse; and a gold Hedal to Brother 
John Bigg, ¥M., Uoiia Lodge, iipndon. 
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CHAP. IV. 
s .Hiriory <f Fnmaumr^ iwitg lAe Ytar 1837. 

Duarao the past year, the Grand Master, whose vet- 
Ticea to the Crut hare placed him in an elevated position 
in that sacred d^Mwitory, the heart of every Brother, was 
afflicted, as we have already seen, with a Tisitation th^ 
deprived him of his sccnstomed enjoyments, and prevent- 
ed his usual attendance on the duties of the Grand Lodge, 
which could not fail to suffer from his ahsence. It pleased 
the Almighty Disposer of events to deprive His Royal 
Highness of that precious hleseing — ^his eye sight. T^ 
visitation was increased by a return of an asthmatic com- 
plaint under which he had suffered fcH- many years, that 
prevented him from enjoying the greatest comfort bestow- 
ed on man — the luxury of resting on a bed. The Royal 
sufferer endured bis puns and pnvations with exemplary 
fortitude and magnanimity ; and even hiaafflictions add^ 
to the popularity that always attended him ;' and increaa- 

' Of which the folloviog Addreu is an indisputable teBtimonjr : — 
" DuBLiXj Z7Ui Decwnber, 1835. 
"To His Rojil ^huen Aogiutai Frederick, Duke of SnBMZ,Earl 
of Inremew, and Bktod of ArUow, Bight Wmvhipful Grand Uuter 



and Aac«pted Maaons of Ireland. 

"We the Orand Master, Depntj Qrand Master, Onmd OSoeri, and 
other Bj^thren of the Qrand Lodge of Ireland, approadi jour Royal 
S^UMBB with joj- and eiBltation at the boon gnmted to tbe maMmio 
Onifl, by thA Giwt Architect of tbe UniTene, at whoM cnatne fiat 
«U tUtwa fint were made ; who, in tbe gtoriona nuuHfeatation of hie 
power, has ag^n bestowed on yonr Rojal HighiwM the light of this 
■ablttDftrj* worlcL of which you w«re so long deprived.- 

" Inr Bundftil of tbe Ueasiags diBponaed by Him who said, 'let 
than be li^t, and thera was Kght,' who Iwa withdrawn tbe veil of 
darkneaa from yoar slgfatleaa orba, as if it were His will the b^ deona 
■bonld b« kept earibct, and that yonr Roral Hi^neas might be witb- 
ont blemish, ana continue to incnlcale the dlrine attributoa of fbith, 
hope, and ohatily, iato tlM bearta of tho mjato Oraft, om wiioa 70a 
hare so long preaned with advantage to than ud credit to jonr Royd 



' We af tbe mjstic Graft, in union with onr Britiah Bvathren, nj<te 
Oat the maaooio Star of SnglaDd has again arisen into nooo-tida 
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ed the entbmiasni with which his re-appearance is Grand 
I/odge, with renewed vision and renovated he^th, waa 
erected at the celebration of his hirth-da; on the 27th 
January, 1837, by a numerons and happy assemblage of 
Brethren; and, what must have been still more gr^ify- 
ing to His Royal H^hness, by the constellation of female 
rank and beauty which graced the galleries on that 
memorable occasion. 

nlendour, and that j'onr Royal Hlg^neu cuitgain behold the gloritraa 
a^t of day. 

" TbAt jour Roy»I Hif^oeu may long ooDtiuoe to eqjor that bleu- 
ing for the good of the muonic Order^ and the benefit of the nation, 
le the ferrent imtyer of Tear Royal Highuem'a Brethren in Ireland." 
(Signed) 

Oopf of Hie Royal Hi^ness the Dake of Siaaes'a Antwer to tlw 
Oraod Master, Deputy Orand Master, Orand Officers, and Mem- 
bers of the Grand Lodge of It«land. 

' My Lord Duke, moM worahiphl and highly esteemed Brother — I 
hMten to express to you, m Grand Master <rf' Ireland, and . throng 
your Qrace to the Brethren who compose the Grand Lodge of Fras 
and Accepted Masons of Ireland, mj siocere acknofflednnents for 
the congratulatory Address with which you hare marked and wel- 
comed my restoration to the blescing of aigbt. 

" Syerj true and faitbfdl Maaon must be ready at all timet to bend 
before tlie chastening hand of the Almighty, aa mil as to adore and 
magtufy his goodness and bis merey. 

" During the progreas of aj disorder, my heart was cheered and 
my mifferings vers alleriated through the divine faronr. by the con- 
aoling attenti<»iH as well as by the kind sympathy of my fnends, and 
DOW that the aame graclooa Providenoe has been plsaaed to mnoTs 
the veil of affliction, and to bring me back to the enjoymeat of life's 
choicest treasure, the happiness wnich I enjoy is Increased in a tenfold 
proportion by the numerons and affectionate Addresses which I am 
proud to have reoeired from those who were distant, as also from 
thoea who were near. 

"And now; my Lord Duke, whilst the c^portonity is thus hirotoMf 
afibrded me as a Brother of our ancient imd Tenwable Order, I avail 
myself of it to ciHumunicate to jonr Grace, my entire satiafitction at 
hearing of the distinguished exertions which yon had made in the last 
Session of Parliament during the progreaa of a Bill in which tba 
interests of our fraternity in Ireland were conoemed. Hy nnfortanate 
malady rendered me at that time wholly incapable of seconding, as I 
Otherwise most gladly would hava done, both by my roice and my 
TOte, your lealous exertions ; nor did any one more ainctfely rqoics 
than myself at their prond success. 

" In conclusion, I roust further assure yov Oraoe, that so long as I 
shall oontinue to pi«aide, bj the wishes ot my^rathnn, over th* 
fraternity of Free abd Accepted Masons in En^and as thmr Graod 
llaster, I shall always endeavour to aromote, by eraiy meana la my 
power, Uie best nnderstaadiog, as weU as to eesmit ami strengtlMB 
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Long before the oustomaiy peiiod for tftking the duur, 
e^'ery place at the diniiig table*, which filled the Hall tA 
Freemasona' Tavern, was occupied by the Craft ; and by 
the time the illustrious gueat arrired, there might Iw 
reckoned a greater profuiiou of Qrand and PrOTindal 
Grand eollara and decoratioSB than we ever remembered 
to have seen at one time assembled. 

On the entraQce of their Uliutrioos Grand Master, the 
Brethren testified by the most enthusiastic plaudits their 
ratification at his recovery, and public re-union with the 
Craft ; and he took his seat on tne right of the chairman, 
evidently affected as well as gratified at the reception. 

In aanounciiig the toMt, the Chaiimu, C. J. K. Tjiite, Es^., M.P., 
ndd that "be felt exceeding difficulty, from his inouMcit; to do Jaalice 
to ita tuerita. He, perhaps, might n»Te been the oetter able to have 
fiilfllled tb*t duty, if ha were not, in some meaBure, deterred from ita 
fill! performance Dj the preseDce of the illuBbiouR iodlTidiMl who vraa 
its object He could, however, declare t« their truly noble guest, that 
he felt, and was sure that every- member of the Craft felt, the most 
unfeigned gratification at W presence. They had all prayed most 
eameatly for bis recovery — they w«re now U de^Ij grateful that the^ 
prayers ht^ been realised. . 

"The prayer of Masons, and of mUUana beaidee Masons, had been 
received with favour, and we have now to celebrate the anniversary 
of his birtlnday ; and may he long enjoy such meetings as this. There 
breathea not a Mason tbat ever can foi^t the beoeSts that he has 
conferred upon them'. Let us remember that, sufibring by illness, he 
did not forget us — he was never deterred &vm furthering our int«reBts. 
This is a thuue on which, however, I must not dilat«, because I feel 
that hia noble and delicate feelings could not approve aJl that I could 
otter in ray gratitude ; and also if I continued any longer, I should 
delay jonr own expression of enthusiasm to the toast, which is t« tho 
health of His Koyal Highness the. Duke of Sussex, M.W.Q.M., and 
man; years of happiness to him." (Long and continued cheers.) 

The Boyal Duke rose, evidently affected by the rece|»- 

the bonds of affection- between the respective Qnmd Lodges ot our 
fraternity, and among aH our Brethren in the threefold divisionr ot 
that m^hty Empire, which is placed under the donunion «f oar 
Ondoua 3overeig^ who is at once a Brother, and tbs Patron of our 



" That yon, mj Lord Duke, the Qraud Master, together with all tha 
urathren ander roar rule and ^dance, m» long siqor every earthly 
blewing which the Qreat Architect of the Univeree cmi bestow, iB tha 



" Your Gra43e's 
" Affectionate Brother and sincen Friend, 

"(Sixued) AuGDiTDi Fredebiox, Q.H.'' 
"Hrikham, 16th D«%, 1"^"*' 



.yGpO^^lc 



tion he had experi«nced, aud the reeoH«etioD cfprevioia 
Masotu of festivity sad mawnio intercoone enjoyed in 
that Hall. 

"I riM,"'wid be, "andercaiuidenbla eaiotion; ind bopo, If Iry tnf 
ebasMt I should break down in mj address. It tnvf he attributed to tb* 
eitreme een^ibility bj which I am agitated. There are such a variety 
of ideas forcing theiDselTes upon my mind, that it Is difficult for me 
to amnge and select them ; tnd I must, therefore, take them as the; 
mmiDt themselTes, and follow them out as their tide mar direct. 
Sensatimis of a conflicting nature blend together, in my boeom— 
gratitude and regret, sorrow and enjoyment. In lookii^ round upon 
tbia meeting, ray first impression is that, In mj own ease, sometbiiig 
like a miracle haa been wronght — bj the blessing of ProrideDoe mj 
aight has been restored ; and most deeply do I feel the debt of grati- 
tu3e I owe to the Qreat Architect of the Universe for it« restoration; 
and next to that Divine power, to the worthy instrument by whose 
immediate assietsnce the cure was wrought. Mine is, however, still 
hat a light obscure, the strength of which does not enable me to discern 
the formof any iadiHdual. of that part of our community whoheighlem 
the value of our prooeedings by witnessing theni from the galteriea, 
u)d add to onr happiness bf their presence. This is a lesson tome, 
■kowing me the value of what I have regained, but admonishing me 
not to look (iirther than I onght. I am infonned, there is hsraly a 
lady in those galleries, who is not connected, by blood or sentiment, 
with some Brother Muon who is present. In this they evince their 
participation In our happiuess aud wishes. They come with us to the 
door of the Holy Temple; there they wait our Ktum, and give ua a 
cheerful and ready welcome when we join them again. Quite su/e am 
I, after our masonic meetings, we are not the less welcome. TuminE 
to those by whom I am surrounded, I earnestly assure them that I 
feel most sensibly their kindaees in meeting me here this day ; many, I 
know, to their extreme inconvenience, and some have even letl their 
beds to meet me with congratulation. I feel the compliment both as a 
Mason and as a man. In reflecting on the occasion of this Fraternal 
meeting, I cannot Ibrget that its peculiar feature is the celebration of 
my natal day, and that at my time of life, and in my sitnation, I should 
be waned that the sun is going down, and although I can look at it 
quietly, stiU it ia a warning. And looking round upon those who are 
here assembled to greet me, and fyi as is the Hall, how many are the 
pleasant fkcea and warm hearts that have passed away from among qb, 
since I last met the Craft on such an Occasion, within the brief period 
of three years ! Dai^esE overtook me, but the light is restored, and 
I again address jou — to detul what my suflferings have been would be 
• long story. He who presides over alt vouchsafed his nrotection to 
~~ ; and' this I teH you with thankfulness, that when tne operation 
' — - -i the b — — ' "-- "^--^^ ^—- -■ 



was Performed, and the beantiful flood of light burst upon me, moat 
ftxcibly waa uiat emphatic expression of Holy Writ btought to my 
recollection, the instant I regained my eight — 'And Qod said, Let 
there be* lignt, and there was light.* Nor will the first obtects I beheld 
ever pass from my mind, they are the clouds and the sunshine; the 
■entimenta they produced I will not attempt to deecrib^ because it 
ia indeacribeble. I feel that I am greet«d (>y many kind &oea ; mv 
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pun&l to reflect apoa ) but ther b^Te met their remrd aboiTe. I 
[uT» no«r oocapi«d tha cbur of Gnuid Master twenty-five jetn, uid 
■m MTired at that tge when the recollection ef eiitf becomes lost in 
tbe enoonnten of eix^-flve ; bat I feel, oevertheleie, that 107 heart ia 
ae young and as wiuid as ever ; and as long as it retuu ^onr tnut, 

Sour ceteem, your confidence, and jour affection, the last drop that 
owB from that heart shall bo devoted and delegated to yon. (Long 
contjnned cbeere.) The wohthy Brother iHio proposed m; health, 
■aid, that even in sioknesa I had not forsaken the )DteTe«ts of ths 
Craft; but.tnj regret was eTer that I could not be more actimy 
engaged in the seirice of Freemasonry ; and most of all did I lament 
that! could not ud the M.W.G.M. for Irelaud, the Duke of Leinstar, 
ODe of the most aottTe and honest of Uasons, in his successfbl efTorta 
to prerent a han being placed on our Brethren in that country, whow 
loyalty Is as undoubted as yours. You have always treated me with 
confidence and kindness— T think t may say that I ueTSr abused them, 
at least willingly I never did — to err is human — and whenever an 
error ia known t4 be iuTolnntary, it should always be excused. I 
bare oome amongst yoa with feelings of gmtitude and intense anxie^ 1 
bat tfaey almost unman me. The departure of.fnends csuees an awful 
Uank ; and so many other ideas press upon m& — such as the remem- 
brance of the great good that has been effected in this room ; the 
spirit of intelligence that haa therein advanced — by which vice has 
been prevented ; and let me add also, that no social virtue has been 
neglected. The entivnoe into such a place where such principles 
reign, causes a holy sensation, which proves that good actiuns and 
good works are blessings flowing from the comprehensive examiiiati<»i 
of Masonry. iUj the Great Artdiitect of the Univerae instil into Iha 
heart of evvy Mason a deep sense of his might and mercy. 

^I shall thus close my address to you, invoking His blessing upon 
yon til — and when it shall come ta your turn to be called away, may 
jon feel that hope which every wen^egulated tnind can alone rely 



The impression made on the meeting was in perfect 
harmony with the address, and was mamfested by the 
utmost attention, and, with one or two exceptioDS, a 
marked avoidance of apnrobatory intermptions ; and the 
departure of His Royal Highness Was marked hy the 
same demonstrations of respect and attachment that 
greeted him on his entry. 

In honour of this happy recovery, addresses were for^ 
warded from the Craft in every part o{ the kingdom. 
The high respect and veneration in which the Reyal 
Duke was held by the fraternity, was now manifested 
by the universal excitement which prevailed amongst 
the Brethren, and the enthusiastic expressions of joy 
with which his restoration to sight was hailed. Toetr 
confidence in tiis zeal) his talent, and his afifeetaon for th« 
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46 HISTOB7 OV 

Order, had never been questioDed ; bat recent events haid 
oaased It to be prooltuined in l&nguage &nd in deeds, 
which made an indelible impression on His Boyal High- 
neBs's sensitive nature. Freemasoniy had attained, luder 
bis -active superintendmoe, & dignified position, which 
commanded the respect of serious and thinking men 
amongst all classes of the community ; and his perse* 
vering care, throughout such a lengthened period of 
time, has become almost identified with its prosperity 
and reputation. The Brethren were not satisfied with a 
simple expression of their gratitude to the Almighty for 
his goodness in restoring their beloved ruler and chief, 
hut a public testimonial was in progress, which ripened 
into a harvest, equally honourable to themselves, and to 
the royal oiyect of their love and esteem. 

At the March Quarterly Communication, a motion was 
made by Brother LytJigoe, materially Meeting the prin- 
ciple of Art. vi., page 19, of the Constitutions. Brothers 
Philipe, Bel], Sangster, McGiliivray, and Cruoefix, sever- 
ally expressed their opinions against the proposed motion, 
wmch WIS ultimately withdrawn. Some other uuuces 
of motion were offered, but the time having elapsed, they 
could not be received; and it was intimated from the 
throne, that in future all notices of motion must c<Hne 
through the Committee of Masters. One of these notice* 
was to the following effect : " That the state of the 
Funds of the Boyal Freemasons' School for Female 
Children be taken into consideration at the next Quar- 
terly Communication, with a view that the financial 
difficulties of that Institution m^y be relieved by the 
Grand Lodge." 

A Sub-Committee of the friends of the A^lum ^ot 
aged and decayed Freemasons, which was held early in 
the spring of this year, announced that the design was 
progressing favourably. The idea, at this period, ap- 
peared so full of benevolence and good-will to man, that 
it fras eagerly patronized by the fraternity iit every part 
of the globe. In India and South Africa appeals were 
made by the constituted authorities in its behalf; and at 
the Cape of Good Hope, the following circular was dis- 
tributed amongst the Cntfl;: > 

"It hsiinf' been proposed, bj our Brethren in ESngUnd, to erect ud 
«ndow an Asjium for aged and decayed Freemaaone, a mbacriptioa 
bas bean opened, under the aaaetioo of the Bigbt W. Pror. Grand 
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MwOr, Ibr tba TolimtuT oontribntioiia of South Aftin, in aid oF tlut 
desinble objecL SubfluutLoni will be raceiyed bj we Hon. J. B. 
Bbden, tad W. Qadnoy, Esq.. Oape Town ; ftnd by W. M. Bdje, Ssq^ 
Onham's Town, i^ order of tbe B. 'W. Froy. Q. Master." 

In this year out Royal Patron King William IV. paid 
the debt of nature, futer a brilliant masonic career of 
half a century. He waa initiated in the Prince Oeorsa 
Lodge, No. lOS, and raised to the third degree on tEjs 
13tb of March, 1786 ; and two years afterWaj-ds enrolled 
himself a Member of iAie Prince of Wales's Lodge. Id 
1790 His Royal Highness was constituted Patron of 
Royal Arch Masooa, on the demise of tbe Duke of Cum- 
berland, his uncle ; and in 1793 served tbe office of 
Junior Warden in tbe above Lodge ; the Duke of York 
being Senior Warden ; Mid the Prince of Wales, Wor- 
shipml Master. Later in life he succeeded to the Chur 
of the Lodge f and when he ascended the throne of these 
realms, signified hia gracious pleasure to become the 
Grand Patron of the Order. His Majesty contributed 
to the masonic Schools, and other benevolent Institu- 
tious ; and His Royal Consort, Queen Adelaide, liberally 
supported the Female Charity, of which she allowM 
herself to be nominated the Patroness. His Royal 
Highness the Grand Master, in a ^speech before the 
Grand Lodge, thus describes his Royal Brother's attach- 
ment to the Craft. 

"In the character of a Hason our noble King ehene fortli in 
Bplaudour. Yoong and enthiuustic, when he first wore the Appren- 
tice Apron, he iak often declared that the moral impreseion made 
upon him at bia initiatioa never could be effaced ; and it maj safely 
he affirmed, that the principles of our bleseed Order were n firmly 
fixed in tus upright mind, that they tended to make clear what with- ' 
out than might have been difficult As a Brother in Masonry, ha 
acted as a &ithful CrafUman ; as a Master of his Lodge he protected' 
its intereate ; and aa Patron of the Order, he shed a lustre aronnd it 
the more brillia&t from his pnrite conduct, than from the regli 
splendour which emanated from the crown he wore." 

The Grand Master moved an address of .condolence to 
the Queen Dowager on this melancholy event; and of 
cODgratulation to Queen Victoria on her accession to the 
Throne. And after his Royal Highness had retired, 
Brother Crucefix moved, and Brother Moran seconded, aa 
address of condolence to the Grand Master, which wtm 

* See Preston's IlInstratioD*, p. 346. 
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ananimotnly sereed to. Similar addressn were preaented 
from the Graaa Lodges of Scotland and Irelana. 

All thia time the icatitutions for educatlDg, clothing, 
and apprenticing the orphan children of indigent deceaaed 
Brethren, continued to flourish and increase; aflbrding 
an anobjectionable evidence of the general tendency of 
Freemaaonry, by the bleeaings which were conferred 
npoa these destitute children, thus rescued from cala- 
mity and perhaps crime; and furnished with the means 
of securing and maintaining a position in society, that, 
even theirparentsr had they lived,. would have been un- 
able to efiSct. Some judicious arrangements) in behalf 
of these Schools, were made at the Quarterly Communi- 
oation in June, at the earnest rdcommendation of tiie 
Grand Master, which received the sanetion of the Grand 
Lodge. 

A most interesting exhibition of the Children took 
place on the day when our beloved Queen attained her 
majority. They were assembled in the School-room to 
appear before the Governors, and regaled with a colla- 
tion of fruit, cakes, and wine. The Rev. Mr. Vane, and 
Dr. Cmcefix, addressed them in kind and affectionate 
language, directing their attention to the event which 
the meeting was intended to commemorate. Altogether 
the scene was highly gratifying) and will be long re- 
membered both by the children and their benefactors. 

Out Hibernian Brethren, in Grand Lodge assembled, 
agreed on a resolution at the June Meeting, which, if it 
were adopted as a general rule on the election of Officers 
even in private Lodges, would operate for the benefit of 
Ijie Craft. The regulation requires, as a test of fitness 
jfbr office, some previous regularity of attendance, and 

Erovides, " that no Officer shall be approved of who, 
aving served a foimer office, shall be found not to have 
attended, either by person or proxy, four times, at least, 
iu his half-year of office." 

This regulation might be beneficisjly introduced into 
the By-Laws of all our Lodges, which can only be suc- 
cessful in their operation, by a strict regularity amongst 
the Brethren in the peiformance of every duty which 
t^eir situation in the Lodge imposes. Hence no Brother 
should be admitted to an office, whether supreme or sub- 
ordinate, until he has previously made himself acquainted 
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with Hi dntiea ; nor without he hu shewn a proinptitad« 
and dedaion in hb attecdimce on the stated Meetings of 
the Order. It ia a regulation founded on the spirit of 
oar ooBBtitations, hanuff reason for its basis, and Hut 
prosperity of the Lodge for its supentructure. If tried 
iKid experienced Brethren be placed in exalted offices, 
their example heeomes influential to instruct the younger 
Members in the ralee and cerunonies of Mawnry ;— to 
display the details of office to tiie best advantage ; and 
to guide the Brethren in the path of duty, both in the 
Loage and in the World. 

In the East and West Indies, FreemaMniy appeared to 
be on the increase ; and it is gratifjdng to quote the fact 
firom the mouth of a Brother oa the spot. Brother J. 8. 
Morris, W. 1/L. of the Lodge of Perfect Unanimity, TSo. 1, 
Calcntta, thus relates his experience. 

" It is BOW lost toarjotn taoe I wu awointod to pruide orer 
the Lodge of Perfect Umuumitj, No. I; ana I cuin(it out ragacd, 
vHh equal pride >ad pleasure, ttte great vad bappj dtauje wUdi haa, 
dnoe toat period, talua place in the ecm^tuM oT onr Lodgtt, and in 
tbeataterfMaaoDiyiiiMQeralattliiBPreakleiKT. Att^ttimoiOirinK 
to aoDw imaocoimtable cauec^ Haeonrf bad Gdlen into diwepute. 
No. 1 wu so thin in nomben, that wo oonld hardl; fill the several 
offloei of die Lodge. The ranka of the Qraod Lodge were proportion- 
kUj rednced. Our oontmnnicatlwia witi) Sn^and ud become irr^o- 
br and ai>satiifaotoi]r ; onr charitable enbecriptiona had decreaMd to 
mch an extent, that it wai with difficulty we could answer the raoat 
ptwsiDK calls of diitratia. In short, the pnre flame of Masomj 
hngniabed, and most have eztdted altoKetber, had it not been for the 
tuuemitUng exertions of thcee of the oett Masons that arer Uttid, 



. Lts and Maoloiuiell, and our departed Bro. Qorden, wboae 

li deser 

grattfy 
WeHent. Ooi 
fartelligene^ to aoj ^ the wwld ', the Qnud Lod^ has been reernited 



merits deserve a more lasUne memorial than m; humble praise. How 
trulT gnUfving a contrast does the picture of the present mom 
mt. Our Lodn is now equal in numbers, r«8peetab!Utj, i 



from our tanks ; onr charitable fiinds have itpprored ; and Masonry 
flooriahea as prosperouslf as its most ardent admirer could desire " 

After this declaration, let not the fiiends of Free- 
masonry despair under any circiimBtanees, bow adTerse 
■odver they m&j be. Zeal and assiduity on the part of 
the presimng Officers, judiciously used, will always be 
Buecesnfhl in' stimulating the stuggish, and encouraging 
the meek ; and the activity of a single talented Maaon 
peiBeveringly exercised, will often restore the energy of 
a Lodge, which its fast friends hare considered to be lost 
b^ond redemption. The accounts from all quarters 
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display abundant evidenceB of the incr^uM of peace and 
good Older amongst the fraternity; and also an at^ 
mented respect for the institution, in those who have not 
yet had the advantage of initiation. Whether we look 
towards the Korth or the South, or extend our view from 
East to West, the prospect is equally s&tis&wtory. The 
true spirit of Freemasonry is at work, and gratifying 
consequences will crown her labours. 

The Quarterly CommonicatioA in December, being the 
first occasion of a new election of G-rand Officers since 
the Grand Master's happy restoration to the light of 
Heaven, it was numerouBly attended] and Brother Moran 
moved the nomination of His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Sussex, as most Worshipful Grand Master for the 
ensiuDg year. In doing so ne said it would ill become 
him to endeavour to describe, in the manner they de- 
served, the masonic virtues and urbane condescension 
of their present Grand Master, It had been said by a 
character of antiquity, of one of the purest and most 
virtuous men of his day, when another attempted his 
eulogy — "'why praise? Who has ever blamed?" If it 
was necessary anywhere to speak to the feelings of men, 
in order to mduce their good wishes towards the Duke 
of Sussex, her«, at least, in this Grand Lodge, such 
necessity could not exist. 

Sevwal discuasioDs had taken place this year on the 
■abject of the Laws of Masonry; some of which were 
described as useless, and others were not strictly ob- 
served. In the Freemasons' Quarterly Magazine, we find 
a very sound remark on one particular article of our oon- 
stitutions; viz., "that no BroUier shall speak twice to 
the same question, unless in explanation, or the mover 
in reply. Our attention has been called in a forcible 
manner, by several correspondents, to this article, which, 
in itself, is a clause very essential to the promotion of 
order; and its violation, or even the evasion of its spirit, 
has an inconvenient, if not ,an unpleasant effect. There 
are many persons who would be well disposed, and even 
desirous of offering an opinion upon current questions, 
but are prevented by the time and attention of Grand 
Lodge being pre-occupied. We donot hesitate to say 
that the time of Grand Lodge is wasted whenever eaj 
deviation from the wholesome statute is permitted. 
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Masonic Law embraces all that is necessary of a moral 
and equitable power; we want nothing mote, kdA 
notbing waatiog, would rather not have what does not 
agree with l^e spirit of oar code." 

To this it may be proper to add, that all interrcptiona 
by those who have already addressed a Lodge, are inde- 
cent towards the Brethren, and disrespectful towards 
the Worshipful Master. They substitute coniViaion for 
order, and not only prevent truth from being elicited, 
bat tend to ccmfuse the ideas; and thus prevent the 
Members from arriving at a jast and beneficial oon- 
clnsion. 

The (3rand Lodge began, about this time, to entertain 
the idea of forming a Masonic Libraiy. The notion ia 
excellent, not -merely because it will furnish the Brethren 
with the means of access tb ail masonic publibations, but 
as it forms an anequivocal expression, on the part of the 
rulers of the Craft, that the day is gone by which pro- 
hibits the use of the pen ; and that the publication of 
works on Freemasonry, judiciously written, promises to 
be of great utility. By this means meritorious conduct 
is displayed, and receives its reoompease in the approba- 
tion of the Brethren ; while indifferenoe and neglect is 
roused and warmed inta industry by the details of flour- 
ishing Lodges ; and of the admiration of men.tal reward 
which are sore to attend the exercise of nfasenio seal 
and activity. This expression may be hailed by the 
Brethren with j6y t because it precludes all prohibition 
against a pubbc discussion of the general principles of 
MasoQi^; provided the writer possess sufficient tact to 
steer clear of any innovation, on our peculiar rites and 
ceremonies, and absdain from printfng such private trans- 
actions of his Lodge as it mignt be pmdent to withhold. 

A formal motion for pledging the Grand Lodge to the 
support of the Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, 
pursuant to notice, was made by Df . Cnicefix, the Treasu- 
rer; the following communication from the Grand Master 
having beefl previously read. 

Signed AuOTjaTUB,-^-F. O. M. 

"Tbv Grand Uuter haTing iMnt that tbe nibjeet of tlie proposed 
As^niii for dwMjed Hmoqi wh to be brought Uxwttrd agun m Urand 
Lodge thia ereaixif, thinks it right to repeat the ezplwatioa which 
he made verluillj to tbe Grand Lodge on that Bubject at a former 
period. 
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"Oa tbkt oaawK« tlw Qnad Hwter dealai«d, u fo tba inatMr 
proposed, ttut lie wu not nnfrieDdljr ; but in hie situation u Gnnd 
Htater, becouldnotat&rMentciTeit the Banction of his name, and 
(baa raeomdund it to tb« Grand Lodge and the Graft at larga. ntM 
neh MMDt ooold not be obtdned ^m faim until be was Mtiafisd 
that inch « aum had he«i ooUected, aa would meet the ezpeaoea tor 
the erection and furnishing the buildings which were propoeed, as 
Ukewise giva reaaonabte bopa that »ome porlsion Would b« funded, 



irtdeh, with a little additi<nL might enaUe the inh^taata of thoM 
dwelling* to maintain tbemselTea wtthout « terare cdl npon the eziat- 
ing Funds c^ the Grand Lodge. That the Orand Lodge ha* ^readf 
two public charities to snpport, and which it is .our dutj to secure 
ftom ftitnpe wanta^ hj manng their pennanent flinda equu to tfadr 
praent eZpenditHTo. Snch Mtet being odm at&^iwd, it would ftdB- 
tate the con^dention and adoption of measurea faTMirabla tp tlw 
new estAbliebment propoeed; but always with the express nnder- 
Rtandidg of the coaditiDns prBTiODslf stated. 

"The Qrand Master is iodnced to main these ohaervstlona with ft 
Tlew of wandng the BreUtren not to allow tbeb rood IbellngB to oanjr 
tbem twa^, sod, by a hsiity vote, peril the cfaaiitable Itwtitatiana 
already eziatin^ and from which the Craft derives so niuoh benefit. 

"The Oraqd Uaiter has further to remark, that the Brethren are 
Mnraally called upon to fhrnlah a eertain number of Steward! to 
manhge tho iSnnBra for thoee two establishtBente, which become fety 
irksome and eipenstvei it would, therefore, be botb imprudent ana 
improvident to impose an adilitiunal burden upon the Lodges fa^ a call 
for a third Btiard of StewardB on the fonnation of a new institutioit, 
tad the «seTtions of which Stewarda, however great, ooald eau«el]r 
be ezpeoted to raaliie a coUetAion of more tfaaq one-third the aggre- 
nta receipts at the Anniversary Heetings on behalf of the eziBting 
ehanlJes ; and that mainly at the cost and loss of those two chariUes. 

"The Gnlud Master has moreover to add, that aithongfa wmilar 
hiatttution« may be fomed in Tariooa pNts of tibe ooatineot, jot ti» 
iBDM necesMty cannot be pleaded for tbeir exiatence in this country, 
because the many charitable foundationa tbronghout fin^aad, to 
which the Brethren may hare aoceBs, preclude ijae urgency of thiA 
appeal bo their charitable esortion« as Masons." 
" KenslBgtaB PiJaoe, 6th Dec., 1887." 

' - Brothw Cruoefix thep ma^ a reiy pathetio appeal to 
the aaiemblj in Whalf of the affed objects of tb^ pro- 
posed charity, which made an evidest impvesaifHi on the 
Btothreit present. . It was rej^ied to by Brothers Lyth- 
goe and Henderson, who expceased a fear lest the cen- 
templated instibrtioii should ittdict an injury oa the 
existinff charities. The latter oljft^rved, that "be did 
not feel himself called on to- recomm^d the adoption of 
the motion in its present form ; hut if the worthy Brother 
would allow a little modification in the wording of the 
tesolutioD, he had no doubt it would be carried by the 
.Gtttnd Lodge with that unanimity which he was satiafied 
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wta ao Mxiously looked fbr by tiie Brother who had 
brought the question forward." 

Brother Crucefix immediAtely met the BnggartioB hy 
withdiswisg his origiiwl motioni sod with the ooaoop- 
rence of the seconder, immediately -frtuned another ; and 
not wishing to occupy Hie time of the Grand Lodge br 
a reply, the following resolution was put and oarried 
BoanimoaslT : — k 

'■ That thu Grtmd Lodge liseommeDd the contemplated 
Asylom ffir aged and decayed FreemasoQB to the utqut- 
ahffl consideration of the Crafi." 

Xhe Resolution was uoanimously confirmed at the 
rabsequeBt Quartoiy Conimnnioation in Haroh. 

IliiB was B great fkiint gtdned for thA frienda of tbe 
projected Institution; because it fomiafaed an answer to 
that frequent enquiry of the Provincial Brethren, whether 
the meaaure had the sancti^ of the m^nic Authorities, 
or whether it was a mere piivate flpeculation? Fipm 
this period donations and aubecViptioBS increased; and 
the well-wishers of the chanty enjoyed the pleaaing 
anticipation, that the benevolent dmign would now he 
carried into a speedy and efficient operation. A list of 
the tubsoribers was pablisbed, and 9 code of regnlatkow 
circulated amongst the Eternity. 

" Tlutt it .is esp«dient to pronde for the wants ot the nwritorioa4, 
bat aged and deotjed FreMDuon, 1:7 tbe. ereotion of an AMjiwa to 
reoeife him within ita Moctnaij. 

" That a donation of Fiflj Guineaa and opward*. sball sroder tha 
donor eligilile to be propoasd aa a Vice-Preudenb 

"That a donation of Twenty Oaineaa, shall iiwMHute a Ufe 
Qorenior, ■ -■'■ 

"That a dcmatira of, Ten "lipiiiii shall eonrtitats a lift 81^ 

"Th^t Two Quineps annuallj <K)nBtitiit« a Oorernor. 

" That On« Obi&tf annoaUr shall coiiatltat« a Subscriber. 

" 'Diat FiAr Otifaieas trvm a Lodge shall entitle it to the privUega 
of a Life governor bo long aa the !>oi^ shall axisL 

"That Twenty Guineas from a Lodge ghtU mtiXle It to a like pdvl- 
leee ft>r twenlj-five years. - ■ . 

^ That Ten QuiqM* from a Lo<IgB shril entitle it to the JxiTilsg* 
of a SnbMriber for fourteenTMrs.^ 

" Ai^KXM. — Tbe ot(}eet 01 tbe contemplated Asyhnn w t^le~t« 
provide that shelter and support, in bis latter da^a, for tiw wertl^ . 
aged and decayed Freemason, wnich 'neariy aO other dssaes, hue 
ftliea^ dene for those oomeeted with their h^ipier faoim, A^endent 
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"It woM b« muiMMUftrr to mj aDf tiung ift npyn^ of mdi & 
duri^j to a bodj with whom the exerciM of tfakt virtue, in ita inovt 
boiuidlew extent, is a primkrv oUigktion. Its friends tnd projectors 
Htterlj disclaim all ides of interierenoe with the existing ir—""''- 

Ohwitiai ■ ■* ■ ' ■'^'- -- "■ 

•dific«,n 
contri^l 
thMOBelTOB, ahootd the dark boor of diatreaa come, And refiige ■ 

"While Bnglud abounds in Homaa of BmeftAmoa tor the tfiv 
tt«uMl, it ^^ears a Btr«^ aoomalj that the tgoi titd deoayed Free- 
masot) alone is withoat this dwerinx prospect — an anomaly rendered 
more striking from the &et that no body of men baa higher patronage 
richer memMrs, or more beneTolent otijeota." 

During this period the ProTinoea were ^ainiog rtrenffth 
by the ippointment of efficient PEOTJnoisl Q-rand Mas- 
ters; and OB their duties bec&ine more exemplified hj 
practice, the Brethren increased in zeal, br the efficacy 
of their example! Activity on the part of the presiding 
Officers, always produces energy and emulation amongst 
the Members. In OcfordBbire, for instance, the seat of 
learning and science, Preemaeoury had previously made 
bat a slow and partial progress, although the Brethren 
were not deficient in those requiidtes by which strength 
and consistency are to be acquired. But the absence of ' 
■ a master mind, inrested. with aat^hority to fan the glow- 
ing embers into a flame, caused a general listlessnesa 
which rendered indiridual energy incapable of producing 
tliat reformation in the construction oithe Liodgee, whii^ 
is the mark of a healthy moral state. 

To rwnedy this defect, the Grand Master, with his 
usual tac^ nominated to the efficeof P. G.M. for Oxford 
one of the ^est and most inflnental Brethren of the 
Order, the D. Q. M. of Eugknd, Lord John Churchill, 
who was installed in that city, and appointed his assist- 
uit officora with great judgment. Id ois Address aftw 
.Installation, his Lordship made a few very useful obser" 
Vatioos, which some of his Brethren, who hold a Bimllor 
office Id other Provinces, would do well to treasure up 
in their minds. He said " that there existed no r«?cora 
whatever of any former meetings of the Grand Liodge, 
and that to prevent any excuse for further negl«et.lie 
should present them with the necessary books to enter 
their proceedings — withoat due order and regularity, 
continued his Lordship, little good can be efi^ted ; bat 
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with two Bueh Lodgm u are now existing in Oxford, I 
look forward with the greatest expectation. I have 
been bred in a service where the pnnted regulatioaa are 
clearlj laid down, and any infraction of an srtiole cen> 
tained in them has the penalty affixed, so that any one 
1^0 offends, knows well what h6 will sufier. In like 
manner, the Book of Constitutions points ost the duties 
to bo peifonned, and declares that a breach of moral 
cooduct or discipline is to be considered a breach of 
masonic law. I nave'baen pretty well drilled into duty 
at the Board of Oeneral Purposes, where I hare sat for 
some years, and have very intently watched many oases 
of importanee that have come before that meetmg, so 
that I cannot plead ignorance of my dnty; and among 
the directioQS which regulate the office of ProTinciai 
Qrand Master I find these words : — ' The Provincial 
O-rand Lodge of each Provinoe is to be assembled by the 
P. G. M., or his Deputy, at l^ast once in' every year for 
bnsineas, &c.,' so tb»t I have oo alterDative but to obey. 
The orders do not simply intimate that the Provincial 
Grand Lodge may be assembled; but they declare it it 
to be assembled; and as I point out what my construc- 
tion of the law is as regards myriblf, I do not hesitate 
to tell you that I fblly expect you will nse your best 
endeavours to prove.expert and proficient Masons." 

The Brethren of the Humber LodgOi in Kingston- 
Qpon-Qull, held-a Grand Dinner this year in hononr of 
the majority of the Princess Victoria, and agreed to an 
address of congratulation on that event. It" was also 
celebrated at W^efield, by the E^rl -of Hexborough, 
P. O. M., and tfa«( Brethren of West Yorkshire, and tnany 
other places in Elngland. In a word, the Provinces 
appear to have been at this period in a healthy and 
active state. And as time progressed, Freemasonry 
^gathered strength, like a ball rolling along the deep 
. snow on, a soft and genial morning in the winter season. 
,The appointment of Lord- Ramsay to the Presidency 
of ithe Order in Scotlatid, gave a favourable impulse to 
Freemasonry in the north; tatd the nurd sentiments 
whioh his Lordship addressed to the Brethren at hts 
installation, infused a favonrable anticipation of his 
fntare osefolneas, wluch has been abundantly verified by 
focts. Our Scottish Brethren being now impressed wini 
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tbftt trae prindpla of maMiiap iMttcroleiuw, ihat flie 

cooneetioB with a Brotlier Mason, uaited hy a comraon 
bbltgfttioD, ftod th« praetioe of mutual ebwrvancea, i» 
not 86v«r6d by deatE, if he l«aTe behind him a family 
of destitute oi^hani, this year projected a nuaoaic Insti- 
tutjon in Ediabargh for eduoatmg uid advaQoine the 
prospects in life of the daughters of indigent and de- 
oeaaed Freemasona. In their preliminary addreasi they 
confess that " it has long been held aa a matter of re- 
[Mroach a^aiiut the maaonic fraternity in Scotland, that, 
while in every part of the empire, provision is m^ng 
for the education of the distressed poor, aiid the capitals 
of the sister kingdoms possess inatitations- exelodvely 
belonging to the Craft, which ir^ at once the pride and 
boast of the nation ; the metropolis, though rich in other 
Talnable institutions, poeaesaea no establishment devotad 
ezolusively to the benefit of the children of Freemasons, 
a society which, from the earliest period of antiquity, 
has stood pre-eminent for practical benevolence in every 
quarter oi the civilized world." By the above establish- 
ment, therefore, thy have nobly redaeiiied the character 
of Scottish Masonry. 

The Brethren oi the north stilt farther distinguished 
themselves during the present year, by holding a Grand 
Assembly at Olasgow, under the authority of the Lord 
Provost, the Kouourable W. Mills, who was also Provin- 
cial Grand Master, to level the fbotstone of a monument 
to the memory of our talented and worthy Brother, Sir 
Walter Scott, Bart., who was initiated into Masonry in 
tlie Lodge of St. David's, Edinburgh. As every thing 
connected with this distinguished individual is of interert 
to society at large, it will be necessary to go somewhat 
into detail OD such amemorable occasion to Fieemaaonry. 
The Magistrates of €llasgow, Gorbals, Calton, and An- 
derton, were in attendance, as well as the entire £ltte of* 
the -country, and the Brethren of numerous Xiodges who 
were formed into a general procession, protected ha 
troops of tiie 9th Lancers, and the 4Sd regiment of foo^ 
from the Conrt Hall to St. George's Square, the site of 
the intended column. The Brethren, clothed in fiiU 
masonic costume, and decorated with official and honor- 
ary jewels, marched- four abreast ; each Lodge- beisg 
preceded by a band of -muaio, and recognJaed by ita 
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^Iproprwte biraiier. Ttie prooeedingi were conctuctfld 
with extraordinary regularity. Wbeo the Janior Lodge 
arrived at the entrance of st. George's Square it halted, 
and opened right and left, and so on with the other 
Lodges in BuccessioD, according to their aeniority, ia 
order to allow the Grand Lodge of Scotland to advance 
to the site of the monumental colnmn. On arriving, the 
Grand Master proclaimed silence, and the Rev. Dr. 
McLeod mounted a temporary rostrum erected for the 
occaaon, and offered up an eloquent and impressive 

Srayer. Afler which the ceremony of lajang the foun- 
fttioB-stone was completed, with the usual masonie 
benediction 

The Grand Master (the Lord Provost) caused thei 
Grand Treasurer and Grand Seeretaiy to deposit the 
papers and coins in the cavity of 'the stone, the band 
playing " Great Lights to shine," during which the stone 
was let down with three regular stops. The Grand 
Master, with the Sub-Grand Master, and Grand Wardens 
before them, t^en passed down to the stone, the Grand 
Master on the East, the Grand Wardens on the West, 
when the Grand Master said, '.' Right Worthipfiil Sul^- 
Grand Master, you will cause the various implements to 
be applied to the stone, in order that it may be laid in 
its bed according to the rules of architecture." The 
Sob-Grand Master having then ordered the Wardens to 
do their duty, 

The usual interrogatories were made as follows : — 

Orand ManeT.~~^* Right Worshipful Sub-Grand Master, 
what is the proper Jewel of your office V Annoer. — 
"The Square?' 

" Have you aj^lied the Square to those ports <^ tfae 
stone that should be square ?" Answer.—" I have, Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, and the Craftsmen have done 
their duty." 

Grtuul Matter. — "Right Worshipful Senior Gnnd 
Warden, what is the proper Jewel of your office?" An- 
twer. — " The Level." 

"Have you applied the Level to the stone t" Atuwer. 
— *' I have, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the 
Craftsmen have ddne their duty." 

Grtmd Matter. — "Right Worshipfnl Junior Gnmdi 
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'Warden, what is the proper 
iww^" The Plumb.'' 



Jewel of yoor office f" .A»- 

" Have you applied the Plumb to the several edges of 
the none ¥" Anuoer. — " I have, Moat WoFBhipftil Oraod 
Master, and the Craftsmen have dooe their duty." 

The Qraod Master then said, ■* Having fall confidence 
of your skill in the Boyal Art, it remains with me now 
to noish our work." He then gave three knocks on the 
atone, and said, "May this undertaking he conducted 
and completed by the (Jraftsmen according to the grand 
plan, in Peace, Love, and Harmony." — The nKinc there- 
after playing, " On, my dear Brethren," during which 
the cornucopia sod cupa, with the com, wine, and oil, 
were given to the Sab-Q-rand Master, and the Senior «nd 
Junior Grand Wardens. ' These they delivered to the 
Giand Master, in turn, who spread the corn, the wioet 
and the oil on the stone, ana pronounced the Grand 
Benediction — " May com, wine, and oil, and all the 
necessaries of life, abound amoog men throughout the 
world, and may the blessing of the Supreme Grand 
Architect of the Universe be upqn this undertaking, and 
may it be preserved to the latest ages, in order that it ' 
may promote the views for which this monument is to 
be erected." The Band tfaen played the " Mason's An- 
them," and the Grand Master returned to the platform. 
The mn«c having ceased, the assembly was addressed 
by the P. G. M., who said :— 

'' Principal MKfftrlftne t/aA QentlMneii : We h»Te peribnaed sn set 
trli'ich, while it hoaoure the dead, tX tbe Buue time honoura the livii^. 
By erecting a moDument to departed geoLua, we leave to our poBterity 
a tangible proof that the KeoentioDE among whom Sir Walter Scott 
liTCd were ia so &r wonli; gf him, that they could appcedabB hii 
merit. We have been doing what, more perht^M than any other act, 
helps society forward \a the road of social improvemeat. Gveij 
monument erected to AweiX and good man, is an ever fresh moru 
lesBon to the public. We have been doing what tend« to cement 
Waiety^iii all that conoents men— in the matters of pnblic and 
(hnnealM life — in tbe oertaintiea of thia worid and the hopee of th« 
jMzt. There are, and in our nature there ever muct be, a diveraitf 
of opinions and afiecnons. Experience seems to teach, that in the 
■ooiety where these are most freely expreeaed — where men mo«t freely 
emulate each o^er in endeavonrs to promote th«r fiTourite views-^ 
the greatest discoveries are made, and the greatest actions are per- 
formed. But rivalry and emulatioo alienate men and cultivate the 
leN amiable passions. It is good, therefore, to aeixe on all thosa 
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iiWrifiM whidi ou n-tmito oi in thst loro iriddi is one of the beat 
ftttribntMofournBtiire; *nd wliat occasion can there be so wall fitted 
ibr tliiB pnipoM, u wltni men of every creed and every opinion wbiclt 
divide lodetT, unite to common hom^^ to the memory of Bome dis- 
ffngoiahed feUow-citiien. TMr common athnlniBtralion teschee tbem 
that, however widely they m^ differ, they s^ have one common 
nature, and that tlieir points of resemblanqe form exactly what is 
noblest about them. There conld not be a mind more admirably 



enjoymeiit. Their dietntguiBbed features are the power of notins 

aad exprestioR the pecaliaritieB of character, as well as the ferdhty m 
invention. Wb, from whose flreeides — from xhe living inmates ot 
whoea domestic circles his characters were drawn — can feel and attest 
their identity with nature. Wa have sat at taUe witii — we have 
shaken hands with — we have quarrelled and been friends with — his 
Dandie Dinmonts. his Guddie Headriegs, and last, tboogh not least, 
his Baillie Nicol Jarvies. There can be no testimony to the truth of 
bis portraits so strong and credible as ours. But it Is from those less 
fomiliar with bis prototypes that testimony must be borne of the 
power and originaiit; of bis genius. It has been left to posterity to 
bear this testimony. Already his &me has been echoed back to ns 
bj lUstant lands, in which a (Lfierent^ constituted society jodsss as 
Impartially ot b>s merits as the latest posterity will be Able to do. It 
must be pardoned us if we indulge in a feeling of self-gratulation, tiiat, 
while every aniietyhasbeen expressed to pay a tribute to the memory 
of Sir Walter Soott, Glasgow has been first to raalige the honourabM 
intention. He tias deserved it at our hands — his heart and imagina- 
^n were wedded U) the old chivalrous times — and yet no man has 
delineated with a more graphic hand, the peculiarities of the founders 
of that state of society tn wbicfa we of this country line — the origina- 
tors of thst self-reliance and persevering enterprise wtuch has cbangad 
the fitee of the whole country around ns. and which will change it to 
•omethiiw nobler and better still. Oentlemeii, I return my uncere 
acknowledgments to all who have assisted me in the dischar^ of this 
pleating and important duty. To the Brethren of the Grand Lodge ; 
tn the Craumittee of management: to the Members of the variona 
Public Bodies who have favoured us with their company: t« the- 
whole of Qiy Fellow-(/iti2ens, with whom solemnities hke this draw 
closer the cords of love, first knit by more onerous, and therefore, 
more anxious ties : to alt, this monument, when completed, mnst he 
an interesting object. To me it must be eminently so frmn the grati- 
fying recolls^ons it will ever awaken in my nund" 

The very Her. Principal Maofarlaae retamed thanki 
. in an appropriate apeecn, at the conclamon of which the 
band strunK up the Mason's Anthttu, and the BreihreD 
moved off to their respective Lodge-roonu. 

In other. parts of Scotland the Brethren were equally 
•ctive and zealous ; and took a part in all public woi^ 
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At AberjenD, the foondstioo-tioiM of the HfirUK^wl G<A 
lege waa Uid with masoaic hocoura, by the Duke of 
Sichmond- The Brethrea of the Operative Lodge at 
Daodee assembled in processioa at Camousie to open 
tiie Royal Victoria Railway. At Domfriea, the Provin- 
cial Lodges, to the nomber of twelve, uuder the direction 
of the D J'.Cl.M., were convened to aaaUt at the ceremo- 
nial of laying the foundatioo-stooe of St. Mary's Church, 
and aboot the same time several Lodges assembled under 
the proper authorities, to lay the first stone of the new 
Harbour at Stotfield Foiat. 

This year wan also distinguished by an impertant peti- 
tion from Western India, which shows the anxie^ of our 
Colonial Brethren to augment the influence of Freema- 
sonry in those distant provinces of the empire. The 
object of the petition was to induce His Royal Highoea 
the Gnnd Master to constitute a Q-rand Lodge for those 
parts, and appoint a District Qrand Haster, with power 
to nominate his Officers ; and also. Special Deputies for 
the more remote parts of the extensive province of North 
Western India ; and to legislate generall v .for the benefit 
of Masonry there. This would undoubtedly be beneficial 
to Freemasonry, and lead to the most gratifying results; 
inasmuch as, in the absence of competent authorities, the 
Brethren in situations remote from the Mother Lodge 
are apt to relapse into apathy and indifTereoce, from an 
apprehension that their proceedings might not be in 
stnet accordance with the conetitutionfl of the Order; 
besides the disadvantage .which arises frotn the want of 
an authorized leader, who is dul^ qualified to direct and 
imSBesce the Mueral afiturs which unite the individual 
Lodges of a district with each other, and promote the 
unanimity of sentiment and action which is eeseatial to 
the welfare and pro^erity of any public institution. At 
' a HibBeqaeBt Quarterly Communication of Grand Lodge, 
the Grand Master announced, that, in consideration of 
the above petition, it was his intention to place those 
Fnmftces nnder the care of the Grand Registrar, with 
itower t» nominate a Deputy Grand Master, and other 
Offioco, until his Royal Highness shall appoint his own 
immediate repruentative. The intelligence was recwved 
m India with the greatest satisfaction. 

In the month of February, the D.P.G.M. for Dorset 
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laid the first stone vi • new Chiildhall at Weyoioiitb* 
with muonio hououis, after an appropriate sermoD hj 
tiie Rev. Willoughbj Braau^, P.G-.C In May, a eon- 
Tocation of the Brethren was holdeu at Wakefield, by 
the Earl of Mexborough, P.G JL, for Qxe puipose of 
laying the fou'ndatiDu-fltoae of the Hew Exchange in that 
populoaa aod improving town ; at Sidmovth, the firrt 
stone of a new I^er was deposited in, the name o£ the 
Princess Victoria, by the Rev. Dr. Carwithen, D.P.G.M. 
The Masoos of Bath, although not solicited to assist in 
the ceremonial of laying the foundation-stone of an obe- 
lisk intended to commemorate the day when the Princess 
attained her majority, 'deteFmined, by a public dinner, 
to display their attachment to the reigninff family, and 
as a demonstratioD of respect to that member of it who 
is heir apparent to the throne. Id August, the Frater- 
nity asseiubled at Northampton, to assist in levelling the 
foot-stone of a new Church, in AH Saints Parish, which 
was depofflted by the Marquis of Northampton ; and, at 
Birmingham, the same ceremony was peitbrmed at the 
commencement of Bishop Ryder's Church, by the Bishop 
of Worcester, and N. L. Torrey, Esq., D.P.a.M. of Free 
and Accepted Masons for Warwickshire. 

Several testimonials to meritorious Brethren distin- 
guished this year. In January a snuS* box was presented 
to Brother James Bums, LL.D., F-R-S., P.G.M. for the 
Western Provinces of India; in March a silver tankard 
to Brother Provost Rutherford, of St. Andrew's Lodge, 
Scotland ; in April a silver vase to Brother Dr. Burns, 
previously to his departing for India; and a valuable 
watch and case to Brother Peter Thompson, of the Lodge 
of lostmction, London. In May a silver cup to Brother 
W. P. Norris, Qrand Stewards* Lodge ; and a silver salver 
to Brother Eales White, of the Lodge of Unanimity, 
Taunton. In JYine a silver waiter and tea service to 
Brother Thomas Brutton, StaSbrd; and in December a 
silver ci^ to Brother Dr. James Rattray, Kilwinning 
' Lodge, 'Glasgow; a silver medal to Brother the Rev 
James NorvaJ, St. Peter's Lodffe, Montrose, and a silver 
await box to Brother M. H. Bracken, Masonic Lodge, 642, 
Montrose. 

These details cannot fail to he gratifying to every lover 
of the ancient science. When we observe wealth, rank 
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uid talent oombiniDg to confer honour OQ an institutioii 
of univenal benevolence ; and " the great ones of the 
earth" elad in the badge of innocence, and united in the 
bend of friendship with worthj men in the inferior claasea 
of society, to trace wisdom and to follow virtue \ we do 
longer fear for the stability of t^ia great and efficient 
foheme for promoting the interests of mor^ty and 
■cienoe. 
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CHAP. V. 

BitUmj of Freematonry m the Year 1838. 

Ik out historical notices of Freemasonry connected 
with the preHont times, it is necessary to record the pro- 
gress of uie science in every quarter of the globe. To 
confine our obserrations to our own country, would be 
to circamscribe the Order within very narrow limits, 
because Masonry is universal in its operation. And 
though it is freely admitted that its energies appear in 
superior activity unOngst ourselves of the United King- 
dom, yet its branches, spreading to distant parts of the 
globe, bud, and blossom, anddi^lay healthy tokens of 
an abundanoe of sound and wholesome fruit. To these 
our attention must be directed, as our feelings are highly 
interested in their behalf, because the pure principles of 
the Craft are observed to be gradnally developing them- 
selves in transactions, which combine great public and 
private usefulness. At the commencement of the year 
1838, the Motitego Bay Friendly Lodge, in Jamaica, 
diatinguished itself by a public display of much interest 
to the community, and of essenrial benefit to the Lodge. 
At the annual inauguration of the Officers, a procession 
was fonned to Church, and a sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Brother Lawson, for the benefit of the Asylum 
for wed and decayed Fre^nasons ; after which the sum 
of £60 was collected. The Brethren adjourned to 
dinner, and many benevolent speeohes were delivered; 
while peace and harmony reigned tlboughout the entire 
prooeediiigB. The day's entertainment, from the im- 
pressive, orderly, and correct performance of all. the 
- ceremonies and duties, must form a striking evidence to 
the inhabitants, of the benefits arising from Freemasonry ; 
as the Brethren subscribed liberally to further the objects 
of an iuatitation at so great a distance, that tbey could 
scarcely expect to participate in the advantages of its 
operation. 
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Such meetings as theae, where sacred charity u blended 
with social mirth, and the mutual interchauge of hene- 
Tolsnt feeliDgs, ^o indeed show Freemaaoury in its true 
li^t, as an institution which foBters and improves the 
brat affections of our nature ; and carries into active 
operation the favourite- matte of the wisest and most 
holy of being»— "do unto others as you would have them 
do to you." ■ 

The provinces in our own country showed this year a 
eooaiderable degree of activiW- Qruid meeting were 
holdeu in every part of the united kingdom, attended by 
the rich and talented, the nobility and clergy, as well aa 
the more humble Brethrea who swell out our ranks by 
their numbers, respectability, and moral worth. In 
many instances processiona were used, which bore a 
character of imposing splendour onknown to the frater- 
nity fifty y^ars ago. The great improvements which 
- have taken place in the masonic costnme and appoint- 
ments are highly judicious, and show adispoaition m our 
rulers to advance pFOgreasively with the times in displiiy, 
as well as in science and benevolence. And in those 
instances where processions have beeu deemed necessary, 
the proceedings have borne an animated and decorous 
character, that clearly evinces the decided - interest with 
which Freemasonry is regarded in the present day ; not 
only by the Brethren, but by those who profess to view 
our transactiOQB with doubt, jealousy, er cariosity ; and 
deliberate With, tbemselves on the propriety and prudence 
of joining our ranks. There are, indeed, many uninitiated 
persons, who, while they outwardly affeet to regard 'tiie 
Order with indifference, actually take a very great interest 
in its proceedings, and watch our motions with a scru- 
tinizing eye. To -all such persons the activity of our 
Provincial Lodges, openly displayed, presents a favourable 
view of the Craft ; sad as, in most caseS) the unimpeach- 
able Qoaduct of the Brethren exemplifies their proiession, 
we are at no loss to account for the rapid increase, both 
IB nambers and respectability, which nave strengtheDed 
and improved the Order in the present day. 

It ia quite elear that a great moral revolution has been 
effected in the public mind, respecting the soienoe of 
Freemasoary. The mists of prejudice which floated 
before the eyes of our forefathers, and occaaoned feelings 
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Slid impresriona anfaTOarable to the CnR, h&Te been 
cleared sway by the undiignised record of oar social 
meetings ; and suspicions which were formerly indulged 
against us, for wuit of masonic information, vhich has 
been recently furnished freely, are no longer allowed to 
operate to onr disadvantage. Hence, those who regai^ded 
Freemasonry with feelings allied to hprror and. disgust, 
now look, on it with inmilgence ; and many of its pre- 

I'odiced opposers have joioed its ranks, and laud the 
institution which was once; a stumbling block ^nd an 
object of detestation. Such is the present influence of 
our noble Order. Let the Brethren oe csrefol to defend 
the ancient landmarks, and to adom the science by the 
practice of moral virtue; and soon Freemasonry will 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 

We have now arrived at' an epoch in Masonry. The 
subscriptioDS were oompleted for presenting a trophy to 
the Qrand Master, on bis having occupied the throne of 
the Grand Lodge for a quarter of a century; a fact un- 
exampled in the history of Masonry, and the offering 
being ready for presentation, the Brethren assembled 
numerously at Freemasons' Hall, to celebrate the Grand 
Festival, at which the cet-emony waa to take place. 
Nearly five hundred Brethren were present. His Royal 
Highness occupied the throne, being in excellent health 
and ^irits. When the routine, business was disposed of. 
Lord John Churchill rose and expressed himself as 
follows: — * 

"I tun quite inoompBtent to So Jastice to the toast wMcIi I am 
kbont to offer. I Bhall tiiciMfon content my self by piopoaing to 70a 
the hefthh of oar M. W. G. H., an inSividn^ wbon no enlogj- of mine 
MB ftlfeot, uid wbo has bo kindly presided oVer ub for a quarter of a 

His Lordship then read the following address of the 
Committee of the Masonic Ofieringy 

"To His Boval Hittbnees Prinoe Angustiu Frederick, Doke of 
Siuwi. K. G-., £0., &o., to}., most Worshmfbl Grand Master 
of AjKoeot, Free, and Aooeffted Muoos <tf England. 
Mo«t Woidiipful Sir, 
" We, a Committee of tke Brethren, aHocisted for &e pnrpoM of 
presenting a rotive offering to their Grand Master, lespeotwlj ap- 
proach your Bojal Highness to mqiress tiio feelings, and to folal the 
wishes of the great body of Hesons yrhom we represent. 

)* For them, ^, and for oonelTea, we ferrentl; acknowledge &m' 
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dem deU of mtitnde dne to V*ii( ^7^- Hi^dmh from Sm Gnft 

of England. We do honour to oQiselTes in tlnu poblioly proolumiog 
the truth &Dd the boaat, that the illustriooa Prince, who, during tlie 
twenty-five yean now rolled by, haa ruled die Order b^ its own free 
oboioe, faaa rendered to Maaon^ aerrioM Diqiaralleled m ila history. 

" For the bifh social rank wUoh Um ftrnternity sow htdda is tfaia 
ooontry — for toe abstJute eiolooion from oui peaoeM temple of (lioae 
diviuona, religious and politicBl, by which men &];« elaewfaere dia- 
traoted — for our inoreaswl and inoreasiiig prosperity, we feel, and wa 
riory in tbe reoollectian, bow miicb wo owe to your Boyal Higfaneaa. 
The eTents of liie lost quarter of a oentoiy affind a bnght example 
to other countries, and to future times, how perfecti^, under a wiae, 
beueTolent, and cealous ruler, the ireedom of our Distitntiona may 
oonaiat with the preaerration of union and diaeipline, the happineaa 
of our H-emberav and ttie promotim of all tiioae high'intarests which 
•re tba great objeota of Freemaaonry. 

" la testimony of the deep eense which we aod our Brother Sub- 
Bcriberq entertain of the obGgations which we owe, in common with 
every member of the Order, we pray jour Royal Highness to be 
pleased to aeoept the worlc of art whioh te now before us. It will, wo 
are persuaded, derive value in your Boyal Highness'a estimatioD, &>m 
the eircumBtaoce, that in this offering of gratitude, Masons of all 
ranks and in all Crountries have concurred. Towards thifl grateful 
object, oontribations have spontaneously flowed from Brethren far 
and near; in Lodges, and as individuals, tram the Provinoinl Qrand 
Master to the entered Apprentioe, from the British Isles to the farthest 
parts of the world. The sentiments whit^ the Brethren entartain 
towards your Boj'al Highness, have proved to be as universal pa the 
principles which'they arc taught to profess. 

"To pieserrs some record of these sentimeDtS, and As occasion 
and mode of tbeiz expression, we have ambodied, in print, a statA- 
ment of the circum stances attendfaig this pffering. Ajud we further 
pray your Royal Iligbnitss to accept this copy of the little voloms 
from wbicb tlie future historian may learn how string and how just 
are the feelings by i^ioh we are animated towards our illustnous 
Grand Hastfr. 

" Finally, and in the heartfelt oonsciouanesa that in this, prayer 
every good Mason will uni^, we supplioato the Grand Architect of 
the Universe, that the favours of Heaven m^ be oontiiiued to him 
who has so well deserved them ; and that your Royal Hi^ness may 
long rule, in health and happineaa, over a grateful and united Bro- 
therhood. 

" Fnemaaons' Hall, 2£th Afol, A- L. 5843." 

The odering was raised upon an elevation behind tjie 
chair, aud covered with a wnite cloth. The recess in 
which it was placed was hidden with purple cloth, and 
a vast body of light was thrown upon the spot. When 
his Lordship presented the little volume descriptive of 
the oBering, to His Royal HighnesB, Brothers Cruce&z 
and Norris, who supported the drapery, suddenly with^ 
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drew it, and the offering bunt into view ftmidst general 
approbation, liord John CfaurchiU was much &9e<sted 
vhilat reading the address, and the honoured object of 
its acceptuice betrayed considerable enaction , The 
Committee were ranged behind the chair so as to face 
the company. After the applause had subsided, His 
Royal Highness rose, and addreaaed the Brethren in the 
following wwds: 

" Brother R. W. Depntr Qrmd Muter, ProrlBobl Onnd Heaters 
Officer! of the Qmnd Lodge, and Bretiiren, — I rise under feelfaige uT 
intenae intereat ; and, if I mey use the expreCeion, unidit a irarfi»« 
of feelings, to utter taj humble ftnd rimoere th&nka for the kindneM 
erinoed to me on the present ocosicm. It ia not the trifle that ie 
oSbred, bat ibo. seosabon which it has produced, which affects me ; it 
h of a mingled nature, and coosequentlr T«rj diffloult to ezpreea. 

" Bnrroimded b^ «0 manj &cea, aeeing ao many kind frienda, and fet 
myking Taoanoiea, crowded aa the tablea are, wtunh, cast a shade upon 
thoa^t, H is impoaaible to feel verf Uvely, or that I should eipresa 
injsdf aa I ought. You haye kiadlr noticed the past period of 
tweoty-fire years — aye, to me twenty-five years of great anxiety — I 
h**e pmided over you with fidelity, yat somelimeB with feeliAgs of 
Oppreaeion. ¥our kiitdneas has given vigour, and I feel renovated 
and trom that kindness I have derived my ooDfldence. In my career 
I have met with many and severe trials — trials to which human natura 
ought to be exposed, and which, as a Mason, it was my duty to bear 
up against. I nave observed many a kind heart has been laid low, and 
my account mast be rendered up. On ihs mercy of Ood I have ever 
n«ed, and in the rectitude of my oonsdenee I shall lay down my 
bead In peace. Iliat is a subject which, every morning, a Uason 
ought to oatl to mind, when he supplicates his Maker, and when be 
clos^ his eyes. 

"When the prcAne, who do not know our .mysteries, are carried 
nway by prqOdiee, and do not a(*nowle<^ the vahie of our Society, 
tat Uiem leani by onr conduct, that a good Uason iS a good moral man, 
and as such wiU uot trifie with hia obligation. 

" The principles of morality I am bound to enforce, and did I not, 
I should betray the confidence you repose in me. For myself, I want 
no compliment; no bvour. Deeply aslamindebted tc the Brethren, 
yet I oould not rec^va a compliment out of the fund of the Qrand 
Lodge. Twice I have refused that compliment, because that is public 
prmrer^, to be appropriated to masonic matters only, and it would 
\k h^Iy ineorrect to encroach upon it in any other way ; and if one 
Ihrthmg of it be touched fbr any other purpose than tlut of charity, 
you would he wanting in your dutv. llie Brethren then hstened to 
me and the matter dropped. I, however, stated, that, If at some 
Aitareperiodaipontaseousand united offer of a compliment, not takes 
from the pnUic fund, waa decided upon, after twenty-flre years of ser 
Tioe, I should not objfert. The Duke of Sussex, in accepting this offtr- 
ing, cannot be accused ot robbing the poor Mason of a single penny. 
Arriving at the twenty-sixth year of my Preoidency, tt is a warning 
to me bow I na placed. 
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or pcJitical qneetloa intmdeB ttaeIC ud lud I thought that in pment- 
lag this tribute, knr poUtinl tetiina had infiuenced the Brethren. I 
MD otdr a»j. that then the QtumI Majt«r ffould not have been gimti- 
&ai. Our oDJQCt ii unanimity, and we cao Bnd a oantre of nnanimitj 
nnknown elsewhere. I recollect twentj-flve years iko, at a meeting 
in mtaj respects timilar to the present, a msgniflcent Jewel (b^ a toI- 
mitary TOtOi) wm prewated to Sari Hoira preTlouH to bla joume; to 
India. I had the Aooour to preside, and i remember the potrerfid 
and beautiful appeal which that exceltent Brother made on tae ooas^ 
sion. I am now liity-sii years of age— I say this without regret — 
the true Maaoo ought to think that the flrst day of his birth is but a 
■tep on his w&y totbe tinal clote of life. When! tell you that I have 
completed forty yeara of a maaonksliie — there may be older Maaona . 
but that is a pretty good apetumen of my attachment to the Order. 

"In 1798 I entered Uasonry in » Lodge at Berlin, and theae I 
•en«d several offices, and as Wafden was a reprMentatiie of the 
Lodge In the Graiid Lodge of En^and. I aftwirardB was aclmowledged 
and reoeired with the usual oompliment paid to a in«nher of the Roy- 
al bmily, by being appointed a Put Grand WardJeu. I acain went 
abroad for three years; and on my return joined varioos Lo^ee ; tai 
upon the retirement of the Prinoe Regent, who became Patron i^ tbs 
Order, I was elected Grand Master. An epoch of considerable inter- 
est intervened, aod I became chained, in 1813, with a moat inqiortant 
nuBsion — the Union of the two London Societies. My excellent Bro- 
ther, the Dulce of Kent, accepted the title of Grand Master of the 
Atbol Masons, as they were denominated; I waa- the Grand Master of 
those called the Prinoe of W^es's. In tiiree months we carried the 
unioQ of the two Societies, and I had the kappineBS of presiding ov^ 
the united Fraternity, This 1 conEider to have been the luippieat 
event of my life. It brought all Masons upon the Jevel and square, 
and showed ttte world at large, tliat the differences of common life did 
not exist in Masonry j and it showed to Masons, that by a long pidl, 
a strong pull, and a pull aitogether,greatgood might be effected. 

" I have endeavoured all through my masonic career, to bring into 
Masonry the great bet, that from the highest to the lowest, all 
should feel convinced that the one oould not exist without the otner. 

" Every Maaou owes respect to the recognized institutions of eodety, 
M>d tbe hifriwr his station, the mote is required from hkn. The great 
power of Masonry is tlM example.— the chain extends from Uie highest 
to the lowest, and if one link shall break, the whole is eadangerMi. 

" I recommend to Von order, r^ularit}', and -obeervanee of maaonie 
duties. If vou di&r with any Brother, never attrilnite sinister 
motives to bim with whom you diSbr. These are phndplaa, Brethran, 
which I hope to enforce; and manya time have I checked mj»M 
from too marked an expression, thinking that a Brotlier might sot ba 
aware of his position, and we have argued the matter in private. I 
trust in this, the twenty-fifth year of my Preeidenoy, I ikay not ha coa- 
sidered saying too much by declaring what I have always done. I am 
grateful for the kindness and afiectjon hitherto shown, and that my 
government, so far as it may l>e so considered, is one of kindness and 
confidence. I onre again enjoin observance of tlie laws, whioh are 
founded upon equity, and not special pleading. Elquity is oar prind< 
pie — honour our guide. — I gave full scope to my feeUags im (faaad 
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Lodg^ tod IwTe roisottw ill that pMMd,ezo«pt thoae of g6(4-will with 
wbioi I left it i u)d MBure the Brethren, tlut u long kg mj Mrrioes 
ue at mj oiro oomnuuid,the Gniid Lodge ma^ daim tbem: but thaj 
shall be given booeatlj, feariesal j, and fiutfalullj. Again, I Nnceralj 
ttMnkthe Brethrea, a&d drink good health to ^." 

His Royal Htghness resumed- hia seat amidtt the 
warmest exhibitioa of grateful feeliDga eTervitoeaBed in 
Freemaeoiu' Hall. ' 

Tbe maaoulc offering waa a .CftDdelabrum, tbe base 
being about twaity^ight Jocbes long by twenty-four 
inches broad; tbe greatest extent of tbe branches ior the 
lights is three feet by two feet six inches ; aai the 
whole height is three faet seven iaohea. The principal 
feature of the design is a circular temple of arohitectore, 
formed by six columns of the Coriatbiui order, support- 
ing an enriched domci crowned by the figure of Apollo. 
On tbe frieze are represented the twelve signs of the Zo- 
diac. In the interior of the Temple, resting on frteaie- 
lated pavement, is seen the ^tsr with tiie volume of the 
sacred law unfolded, and the square and compasses 
thereon. The temple is raised on a tarcular pedestal, 
which again resta on a square plinth or step; on tbft 
projecting angles of which are seated four figures, enbl^ 
maticsl of astronomy, geometry, sculpture, and architec- 
ture. Aatixmomy is contemplating the heavens, and 
holding in one baud a sextant, and in the other a telescope, 
her b^ crowned with stars as with a diadem, five in 
number. Geometry is depicted as contemplating the 
globe, measuring its parts and ascertaining its propor- 
tions with the compasses; and the mystic triangle 16 
marked on her pedestal correct. Sculpture is represented 
with the mallet and chisel, having just completed the bust 
of Socrates, emblematical of the devotion of the fine 
arts to the promotion of the moral virtues. Architecture 
is typified by the plan of a temple which she is unfold- 
ing to view. The whole of the Temple with its classical 
aecompaulmeut« ie placed on a superb base. From Hia 
angles spring four branchee for lights, the eup to receive 
the lights being in tbe form of the lotus leaf. The 
whole may be used as a candelabrnm wb«n artificial 
light is required, or otherwise without the branches in its 
wore simple form, without appearing imperfect. The 
base has on each of its four faces an ornamental panel. 
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Three of thrae are eBiicfaed with hutorioal tablets, in lov 
relief and the fourth contains the inscription. The 
frames of tiiese tablets are oroi^ented with the olivet 
com, and pomegranate, emblematical of thoae blessings 
oi ProTidence which Masonry teaches us to diffuse and 
employ for the welfare of oar fellow creatures. The 
tttblet on the priacipal face representfl the Union of the 
two Fraternities of English Freemasons, so happily 
aocOmplished by Hie Royal Hishoesa the Duke of Sussex, 
in conjunction with His Royal HighnMs the late Duke 
*of Kent, io the rear 1813. The two illuatrioua Grand 
Masters, surrounded . by their respecdve Grand Officers 
and other Brethren, are represented as ratifying and com- 
pleting the Act of Union ; the instrument of which was 
forthwith deposited in the Ark of the Covenant, the 
Brmbol of the Grand Edifice of Union. The all-seeing 
Eye of Providence ia represented as casting its refiilgect 
rays on the deed. The tablet te the left of the above 
represents Solomon receiving from his father King David; 
the plan of the temple to be erected at Jerusalem, 
according to the instruotions which the Almiehty had 
oommumcated to him io a vision. The third tablet rep- 
resents the Temple completed, and King Solomon in the 
act of dedicating it to God's holy service. The fburtlt 
tablet contains ^e ioscription, which is as follows :— • . 



HU BOTAL mOailBSB 
PSDICB AUOUSTUB FREDBSIOE 

DUKE OP SUSSEX, K.O., 

&0., dec, Su)., 

m ooiocBiiOKATiON OP ccmpurmo 

TWENTy-nVE YBABS 

OKAUD KASTER OF ENauSH FREIKASOXS, 

FBOlf HIS AFFECTIOKATB brethbek. 



A grand masonic f«tte was this year mven in Dublin, 
by the Brethren of St Patrick's Lodge, No. 60, to 
upwards of a thonsand of the £lite of that city, including 
the Vioeroy, and her ExcelleDcy the Countess of Mul- 
grave and suite, who arrived at the Rotunda, wbete tbe 

< The above deaoription hu bsen extnuitod from die pubHdied 
Pamphlet of Dm prooeediiigt. 
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eDtertainment waa given, in six caniaget, etcorted br the 
8th HuBsara ; and were received by Part MaatetB Baldvint 
TenisoD, Wright, and Fitton; and a proceanon wm 
fonned to conduct the vice-regal party to the throne 
room. The aphrtmenta for dancing and refreshmenti. 
Were beautifOtlT decorated with maaonio banners and 
devices; and bnlliantlyilluminatedwith or molu luatree, 
dkposed with great isate and magnificence. The band of 
the Royal Fuaileers, in full uniiorm, was in attendance. 
When the doora were opened, the throng of carriagea 
commenced setting down their company )n Cavenduh 
Row, where a covered canopy, curtained with light blue 
moreen and carpeted ivith scarlet, had been erected for 
their reception. 

When the rooms were filled, the scene was very gay 
and imposing. The radiant array of wh^ and blue 
plnmage ; the exquisitely wrought dresses of every tint 
and hue, which varied taste could suggest { the spark- 
ling of diamonds, and eyes still brighter, ^a^hing from 
the countless beauties whose presence graced this gorge- 
ous assembly, combined with the vanons . military uni- 
forms, and the costly insignia of the brethren, rich in "the 
grandeur and glory of jewelled gold," tended to heighten 
the eSeot and throw a pleasing variety over a scene 
fvhich Jooked like a fairy festival in an eastern romance. 

The members appeared in the n^w uniform of the 
Lodge Ko. 50. The coat bl&ck, velvet collar and euSs, 
lined in the skurts and breast with white satin ; the but- 
ton silver, having on it in nused characters, the square 
and compasses surmounting the letters S. p. £. (St. 
Patrick's Lodge), and underneath the figures 60. The 
Brethren not departing from the cherished principles of 
Freemasonry, but on we contrary being anxious to pro- 
mote employment amongst the impoverished weavers, 
appeared in tabinet or poplin vests of various coloun, 
for the most part embroidered in gold -or silver of the 
most elaborate workmanship. The Brethren of 60 being 
the hosts, in older to diHtrnguishthem from those en- 
rolled under other warrants, were rosettes of blue satin 
ribbon on their right arms. 

The vice-regal party promenaded during the intervals 
of dancing ; when an orchestral band, which was also in 
attendance, performed a melange, coodBting of selections 



.yGoQi^lc 



rs 

from Bosaim'* Oaillaume Tell, ihe Or^rtiire of Tui- 
oredi, Mozsrt'i U Koize di Figaro, and other pieeei of sa 
•qaallj popolsr desciiptioii. 

The banquet was conducted on a principle of unusual 
iplendoar, regardless of ezpeiice; and accommodationB 
wOTfl mode for a thousfuid persoos. The Throne for the 
Master wss' placed on a platform one foot above the 
level of the coref table, and oovered with crimson cloth. 
At the back were the Lodge banoers crosswise, support- 
ing a tAttopj of blue velvet, trimmed with -gold bullion, 
Ac. The figure of St. Patrick was eoiblazoned in the 
centre of the frieze, which was conspiouousH surrounded 
"bj the rose, tUstle, and diamrock ; descending from the 
proscenium, which was supported by allegorical figures, 
was a radiating star of seven points, in the centre of 
which, in royal purple, were the initials R, most 
beautifully emblazoned, and presenting a comple ch^- 
SCwuon of art. In the centre table^ was a marble bust of 
the Queen, canopied with exotics, and surrounded with 
masonic and mythological devices, arches of confec- 
tionary, and fieca monteet of buroished gold. The utmost 
order and regularity prevailed on this memorable occa- 
eion; and the most l^sutiful remark of. Lord Hulgrave, 
after his health had been proposed by the W. U., merits 
the notice of every Free and Accepted Hason. i Hi» 
Excellency rose and said • 

" He OMtainlj muit plead ffuillj to the charge of not being &mpm- 
ber of the timB-hononred Order of Masonry. I regret," he added, 
" that I am obliged to admit thh ; my onlv ooniol^ioii, and it ia s 
great one, ia, t^ I aider under this defect in commoa with tha 
vaSxe of that part of the cxeodop which is generally admitted to 
^proaoh neareHt to perfection; and no Imhtnan can venture to 
prononnoe Aat to be a great error wiiioh is committed by all tboM 
lovely ladlet sronnd, wLom it woold be high tnaaoa against tfas 
laws of gallantly t» deny to be &ahleBs." 

Having already exceeded the space which, in a brief 
Hid g^eral history of the Craft, can be appropriated to 
the proceedings of an individual lodge, we close our 
•ooouut of this most gratifying display. But it reflects 
credit to Freemasonry in general, and to the Uembers 
of " Fifty " in particular, to have thus succeeded in unit- 
ing tbe hoDOurs of Masonry and hospitality, by assembling 
together, under the masonic banner, not merely " the 
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hwh and loftr odm of the earth," but alw, m ^o. EUif, 
who offlciftted u ChurmaD on this interestiDg ocoauoa> 
ray feHeitotuly obwrved, in propoimg the coooladiilg 
toast, 

" A loTelj haai of ladies, eoHed ftom die gard«n of Iiuh beaot^, 
and oondwjted hj our Ur and noble guest, the Connteaa of Ku- 
(TaTO. 1^0 sttpinpt B dMoription of the leader, or of the bond, were 
•Hke fntite. To paiat in vorda the briglit eyea— the Ups steeped iq 
loTelioeHS, and the golden hair in whose flowing locks love has this 
night spread a thonsuid nets, is altogetfa«T impossible, nnleBS I were 
that faTonred fury who spoke pearls ; and to eiprest oar fealinga 
towards the poueMOis of those beaatiea is equallv itspoauble, mleM 
D17 lips were touched with fire. To Hex Ezoellenoy, and to that 
lovely bon^ we owe every nentiment of pleaeiire and delight wfaioh 
we have this night ezperienoed. They Dave spread happiness on 
eTar7 side, arannd them— tiiey hare ponred upon ova leatiTBl the 
may li|^t of beauty, and have made our banqHet-haU (like tbe sMt 
wbenoe Venus sprang) to teem with all the graoes. To say that 
Hsr Eicellenoy's virtues and accompli^ ments rendei her worthy to 
be the leader of that band of beauty, is aa high a compliment as can 
be paid, in my opinion, to any body ; and yet not more thas tnith ; 
and to deolare that we desire to see Hei Ezodlenoj often filliog that 
diatinguished station, is onlr to give utterenoe to a sentiment wbioh 
is swelling at tbe heart, and buiBting to the lips of every Brotiier of 
the Order." 

The annua] feitival of the ABrlum for Aged. and De;^ 
cayed Freemasom was celebratea in the month of June, 
and numeroosly attended, Bro. Alderman Thomu Wood 
in the chair ; who, in the conrae of the evening, advocated 
the wants und diafreeses of his aged Brethren with equal 
ability and zeal. He met eveiy objection with deliberate 
argument and unanswerable &ct; and, in a speech of 
great extent and power, pleaded tbe bs<»^ caow of 
charity with such overwhelming efiect, that the tab- 
scriptions exceeded £800. 

CommuuicatioDs of great importance were sobmittad 
to the Q-rand Lodge of Ireland, at tiie July meeting, from 
the Grand Lodges of Scotland, New York, and Yirginiat 
praying for the establighment of a friendly intereonne 
between the Brethren of all the respective countries; 
which, beins referred to a comniitt^, it was resolved, 
that a frieadly communication between the seversJ Qr^nd 
Lodge* is most desirable, inasmuch as it will promote 
that good feeling and fraternal intercourse which is to 
be tt^ocated among, the Craft ai\ over tbe globe, and 
will operate to a connderable .extent in checking impro- 



.yGoQi^lc 



74 HUToar of 

Kri«ty r M by mutual exposure of vach eowuu and bad 
[asona as have been excluded from the Cnfl, for their 
DDproprietieH in other Onmd Lodges, impontion on the 
charitable and true Maoon will be checked ; excluBive of 
■atdag the Craft from the IcontaminatioD which they 
mast suffer by Bssociation with such excluded Masons. 

In like manner, during the following year, Brother 
Hebeler, of the Qrand Lodge of Berlin, and Broth^ 
Buimeeiert of the Grand Lodge of Hamburgh, were 
leapectively intredaced as representstiyes of those Grand 
Xiodges in the Grand Lodge of Engluid; andcby the 
appointment of His Royal Highness the Grand Master, 
took their seats as Past Senior Grand Wardens; and 
Brother J. Peter Esser was delegated, with the same 
rank, to represent the Grand Lodge of En^and in the 
Grand Royal York Lodge of Beflin. 

Such a friendly interconrse among«i the great bodies 
of Mascnts in every nation and province, would be most 
beneficial, for the Order is universal. It gives a prefer- 
ence to no country or people; regardsneither colour, 
language, nor climate ; but proceeds in its sober course, 
on the broad principle of that general relationship which 
exists amongst all people as the children of a common 
parent, and the creatures of a benevolent God ; and 
stretches out its arms of love to all mankind without 
respect of persons, because all the world are Brethren. 

This year the " New Temple," Frewnasons' Hall, was 
altered, enlarged and beautified, under the superintend- 
ence of Brother Philip Hardwicke, Esq., Grand Superin- 
tendent of Worits. On removing some portion of the 
roof of the New Temple, the timbers were found so 
affected vrith the dry-rot as to render it necessary to 
t^e off the entire roof, and renew it in a more substan- 
tial manner. It is the opinion of the architect, that had 
this examination been delayed, the structure itself woold 
not have lasted four years longer t so subtle and so 
destructive is the dry-rot, that' from the wood-work it 
a^cts gradually the bricks and even stone, in the very 
heart oi which it is often found. It has the character en 
a "mushroom" in the rapidity of its growth with that 
of the mildew in its destmctive effect. Whatever differ- 
ence of opinion may exist on the propriety of incurring 
tiie expence, necessity appeared to sanction the policy 
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of A oompletfl mtcHvtioii of the Temple. From the 
^^t of this improyement the Brethren are fumufaed 
witii ample aocommoclation at the Quarterly Comniitteea 
of tbe Craft, sod the ConvocatlDBB of tiie Supreme Chap- 
ter of the Royal Arch. It is better adapted for beaiing ; 
and the diaplay of QrsM OfBceis os the elevated plat- , 
form la a tagttt cheering and imposing to the ^euiren 
beneath. 

At the close of the year 18Sa some ■ymptom* o£ an 
organized opposition to tbe eatablishment of .the pro- 
jected Asylum fbr aged and decayed Freemasons, b^aa 
to appear. At the Grand Lodge, in December, a com- 
mnnication was made &om His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sussex, in which, as We have already seen, he 
expressed a fear that this institution would towfa on the 
existing charities. Msny excellent and worthy Brethren 
entertained the same apprehension, thinking that an 
object, hew meritorious soever it might be, would be 
purchased at too deai* a rate, if attended with jeopardy 
to establishments whose benefits have been tested by 
experience. An absolute good in poBsession being con- 
ndered of greater value than another in prospect. It 
will be seen that theae incipient fears ripenea into dis- 
cord between the parties [ which has become matter of 
deep regret to the moderate portion of both ; inasmocli 
as such differences amongst the Fraternity creata great 
scandal, and weaken the bonds by which its hold. on 
public sympathy is eemented and confirmed. Free- 
masonry is a system of peace, order, and harmony. The 
elements of dispute and division are not found in any of 
its institutes. Tbe Brethren meet on the level and put 
on the square. The utmost extent of fraternal afiectioD 
which can subsist between man and man, is expected to 
be displayed- amongst tbe Brethren of our Order in a 
Hason's Lodge. It is enjoined equally in the ancient 
Charts, the Constitutdons, and the Lectures ; and the ' 
world at large, amidst all their cavils and obiectiqu on 
other points, are inclined to give us coedit ior oar bro- 
therly love. 

The Brethren localized in Sidney havO oonatitated 
themselves into Lodges; and even in this remote qoar^ 
ter of the globe, the reports are most gratifying. This 
year the masonic body presented an address to Si> 
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Biohaid Bourke, E.C.B., tho Gtorenor, on hii d^wrtan 
from Hew Sooth Walei, which wM.gnciouBly received; 
and in hii r^ly, the Goreroor bean testimoay to the 
pniieworthj maimer in which the Craft was coaducted 
in Ihe colony. " To your Society," he said, <■ I am a 
Btranger, except by i^e kDowledee I possess of the 
charitable and peaceful conduct which baa distingoisbed 
its members in this colony. Your public processioKB 
hare been orderly and well conducted. Your inter- 
course amongst yourselves, I am happy to learn, is 
C(»u»li&t(H7 and friendly ia a high degree ; and wishing 
you a continuance of tbe happiness and harmony that 
prevails amongst you, I sincerely reciprocate your kind 
expressions of good-will and regard." 

The foundation-stones accompanied by. maaonic hoo- 
onrs and formalities are not numerous in this year. A 
few instances, howev^, may be put on record to show 
that the Fraternity were not ^itirely unemployed. The 
first stone of a Light House, at Gtibraltar, was laid in 
the month <^ April by his Kxcellency Major General Sir 
Alexander Woodford, K.C.B., assisted by Brother The 
Sev. Dr. Burrow, P.O.M. In June the same assistance 
was rendered at the commencement of a series c^ bridges 
and viaducts im the line of the Glasgow and Ayr Rail- 
way, by Brother George Jt^naon, Esq., G.M., of Kil- 
winniBg Lodge, and P.G.M. for Ayrshire ; accompanied 
along the line by a masonic procession, and crowds <^ 
Rotators in every rank (^ life ; which produced a sin- 
gular and imposing -efiect. In August the foot stones of 
St Gteorge's Chapel and St. John's Church, Staly Bridge 
and Dunkinfield, in LaIM^ashiTe, were levelled by Lwd 
Combermere, P.G.M. for Cheshire; uid at Sabdeo, near 
Whalley, in the same county, by Le Geodre N. Starkie, 
P.G.M. ; at Forres iti Scotland, of a new Court House 
and Public Offices, by the D.P.G.M., Brother John 
Hoyas, Esq., late Speaker of the House of Assembly, 
Oraiada; of tbe Glasgow Bulway, and a Cotton Hill a4 
Greeaook, by the DJ*.GJtf., Brother Adam M. Leish, 
Esq., Provost of Greenock. 

At the doae of this chapter it is onr pleasing duty to 
record the ownea of those Brethren whom the Craft have 
delighted to honour by testnnonials expressive of their 
esteem. In March, a Paat Master's Jewel was presented 
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to Bro. W. Loyd Thomu, Saliaborr Lodge, Walthun 
Cron; and a Silver Cup to Bro. C. Gibson, Fom&et 
Lodge, NortbamptoD. In May, a Silver EtmicaB Vase 
to Bro. Bamett iBaaes, Friendly Lodge, Uontego Bay, 
Jamaica; and in September, a Silver Cup and Salver to 
Bro. Wo). Stephenson, St- Gmrge's Lodge, Grenada. 
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ffifton/ if Freematoary in the Tear 1839. 

Thb best evidence that can be adduced of the interest 
which Freemasonry is asBuming amongHt all ranks and 
descriptions of men, is found in the gratifying fact, that 
the nobility and gentry are not only leaders of the drand 
and ProviDcial Grand Lodges; but in every Province are 
devoting their time, and talents, aod influence, to the 
extension of the Craft, by a regular attendance on the 
stated meetings of Private Lodges, and a free participa- 
tion in their offices. And these constitute the best pre- 
paration for the highest honours Masonry can bestow. 
The Bight Hon. Lord Southampton fills the Senior War- 
den's chair in the Lodge of Fidelity, Towcester; the 
Earl of Aboyne holds the same situation in the Lodge 
of St. Peter, in the City of Peterborough, and is W. M. 
of the Aboyne Lodge, in Scotland ; the Right Hon. Lord 
Monson is W. M. of the Surrey Lodge, Keigate; Sir 
£dw. Brackenbury &lls the same office in the Shakespere 
Iiodge, at Spilsby ; and Sir Cuthbert Sharpe, Bart., in the 
Palatini Lodge, Sunderland; Sir Edward Ffirench Brome- 
head, Bart., is Senior Warden of the Witham Lodge, in 
the city of Lincoln, of which Colonel Sibthorpe is a Past 
Master, having actually occupied the chair of the Lod^ ; 
the Hon. G. Fitzwalt Butler is the Senior Beacon of St. 
Patrick's Lodge, Dublin. In the Lodge of St. Brandon, 
W. Justin O'Drisool, Esq., is W. M. ; and Captain CSorri- 
gan abd Dr. Waters are the Wardens.* 



' Tbe Duke of Welliiigton, -wbva Colonel in flie BSri B/e^mmt of 
Foot, ma inituted into Preeinaeonry in Lodge 494, wUmi wu at 
tiiat time held in the Cutle of Duigan, ConntT Meath ; tlie Ute Eari 
of MorningtoTi, hia Qrace's fstber, being W. M. at Hie time. He in* 
dulj passed, after the uaual aimiinatiwi ; and, in the phreaeologr of 
&» Lodge, entered at the southeni gate, and afterwards ruaed. The 
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Theae are among tiie triompbs of FreemMoniy. They 
ooofer diffnity on the Craft, anA reflect honour on the 
aoble individuaJs who tboa condeiceDd to asaume Hba 
masonic apron, uid assiat their more humble Brethren in 
promoting the iateresta of. virtue and- icience. At s 
masonic FestiTal held at Clonea, Bro. Tenisou, Banifr' 
ter-at-l«w, an active and intelligent Mason, made «n 
aDnoHncement, vhich shows that in Ireland, as in our 
own country, the science is openly patronized and prao- 
tiaed by wealthy and educated men. , He observed that, 

" The higber ordera and well.iiifc»ined oIbswb were ooming fjimrd 
to seek tte hoaonn of Haaoniry ; wli j 1 BeoauM die j wen oon- 
Tiaoed diat it did sot oontain aajliiiiig darMvtorj' to tbe dignity of a 

SntlemaD, nDwortb j the aooeptatioD of a tre« oitizeii ; oontnirj to 
» oopBcientioua eoruplsH of a believing Christiiui, or oppogod to that 
«ne^anoe which woa due to onr Sovereign Ladv the Queen. But, 
Ofl the other hand, that ita ordinancea and disdpline had been pn>- 
dncdve of the happ; efieots of oementiiig in personal fHendahip, 
people of different creeds and oountries, and miting in ths sacred 
Bjmpathies of social life, those who, in their distiaatod land, would 
otheTWtHe be divided through the diaoordant materials of pohtics ur 
putT. Yes, Sir," continnea thedoqaent Bro., " persons of property 
and intelligence are now presung forward to aeust in the resusoitft' 
tion of Provincial Lodges, encouraged bj^ die hope of drang ^ood, 
regardless of tlie supiueness of mere nominal Hbsodb, and despiung 
Dm hoatitititj of those, who, unbound \>j 

Honoar'H ncied tie, the law of kingi t 
The nollle inind'i dliitiiigiiiBhiTi{;perreatlDn, 
ThM aidi ^nd MreDotheiu virlue when it meeta btr. 
And iDuiAtei bet bcuodi where ibs is not, 

mynld omnible in the dost a fabric built for the ehslter of infant des- 
titation and aged decaj ; and whiok presenta a oommon oentre, where 
all can ossomate without being dietuA>ed bj tlie diffarenoe of opinion.** 

This representation is exceedingly gratifying, because 
it illustrates the general principle that Freembsonry is 
rapidly advancing into that kind of notice and publicity, 

foBowinff Brethren, being members, weropraeent: mau^ of tham, in 
the worSi of the Irish bsTd, "have been famous in atorj," 
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whioli, vliile it is thus plued on a level witb Qw faigliefit 
and best Mteemed institutiotiB that are devoted to scienoc, 
wiU raise it above theni all hy its onion with charity and 
practical benevolence. A great increase took, place 
about this time, in the Provincial Lodges, amongst the 
Clergy ; who appeu- to have been impressed witii a 
favonrable opinion of the Order, by the net, that numer- 
ous other admissions were effected by the recommeoda- 
tioD of their example. It is not one of the least hon- 
ourable circumstances, in our view of the FreemaBOory 
of these times, that in every Province many Brethren in 
holy orders are actively employed in puriiying its details 
and disseminating its principles upon a sound religious 
basis ; and the efficacy of theit- co-operation has become 
visible, In the moral ascendancy which - the science 
acsuires and maintains, wherever their influence is exerted 
in tts behalf. 

Amongst the Clerical Brethren may be enumerated the 
following dignitarieg: the Archbishop of Canterbary; 
the Bishops of Kildare and Elpbin ; tne Archdeacon of 
Down t the Rev. Sir Wm. Dunbar, Bart, r the Rev. Doc- 
tors Chalmers, Baird, CaTwithen, Brown, Ritchie, Flynn, 
Burrow, senior, Wall, Humphrey, Oliver, and many 
others ; not to mention the venerated names of Doctors 
Hemming, Barry, Coghlati, and other worthies deceased, 
which will be long remembered witb honour. It is, 
indeed, impossible to enumerate all the Clergy who do 
honour to the Craft, and are at this time improving it by 
their effective patronage. They abound in every Province 
of the United fingdom ; and stand forth nobly in this 
boly cause. Should a reason be demanded for this, it is 
supplied in the nature of the institution, which is founded 
on the knowledge and acknowledgment of a God; and 
the superstructure is a beautiful combination of morality, 
acience, an^ universal benevolence. The true philosophy 
of Masonry is embodied in its lectures ; which are a mine 
of gold and precious stones; and the iudustrioua and 
learned Mason who takes the tvuble to search for them, 
will find himself enriched with the Bt<H«B of knowledge 
there depouted; for Masonry is a system of morali^, 
which, though veiled in allegory, is fltustrated by sym- 
bols, which he may readily understand. The great 
excellenoe of oar allegorical system conaiats itk'the bappy 
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dktribDiaon of histoiy, Mjieooe, morala, and metaphyncs, 
in the lectures of the three desreeB. The plan is to 
jndioions that it is always atteo&d with complete suc- 
oesH. The candidate is first taught the elemeutaiy prin- 
ciples of the science in a few qualification questions, 
wbich'pr^are the mind for the eommunication of that 
perfect syatem of morality which is contained in the first 
lecture. He is then passed on to the second degree, 
where he is fiimishea with a view of science, together 
with certain traditions, which are the necessary prelimi- 
Daries to a full revelation of our history and antiquitiei^ 
doctrines and legends, rites and usages, developed in the 
several sections of the third lecture. 

Thus it appears that the science of Freemasonry 
teaches its candidates, after they have professed their 
belief in the being of a God, and their reliance on him 
for protection in times of difficulty and danger — to be 
good men and true — to rule and govern their passions, 
and to keep a tongue of good report; it teaches them 
the theological and cardinal virtues ; it exhorts them to 
practise the principal point of the Order, and to circum- 
scribe their actions By the point within a circle; — it 
draws their attention to secrecy, fidelity, and obedience, 
and endeavours to imprint upon their minds the sacred 
dictates of virtue, honour, and mercy. These are account- 
ed preparatory steps, and of indispensable attainment 
before the newly-initiated Brethren ore entrusted with 
the mysteries of scientific knowledge. Thus trained to 
the practice of virtue in the school of morality, they 
we introduced into the walks of science ; for it is neces- 
sary to become expert fellow crafts, before the true 
mysteries— the antiquities, the historical legends, and 
landmarti.8 of the order— «re finally communicated to 
them. These are the reasons why our learned Brethren 
in holy orders are so frequently found amongst the 
Patrons and supporters of Freemasonry. They are tri- 
umphant aud unanswerable, because they prove that 
Freemasonry has a tendency to improve the morals of 
mankind ; and that hence its practice will materially 
assist the clerical Brothsr in the discbarge of his profes- 
nonal duties.' 



'InBalgiHiillie'HinelllMTaBtyof wntimentdoMaotpretail; nd 
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88 mSTOKT OF 

In the Spring of 1839, the Pro-arand Muter, the Karl 
of Zetland, who bad been an active an^l zealous officer, 
imd bad conferred easential beae^ta on the Craft, paid the 
debt of nature aomewhat suddenly. In commemoration 
of his HervicoB, the Grand Master ordered that the fra- 
ternity throughout England should be placed in mourDing 
for six months. . The moumiug to be worn by Brethren 
individually was directed to be aa foUowa. 

Grand OJicert, Prosent and Part. Three roMttes of black orape 
" lotelj 



on the badges; the oollar aaspending Oie jewel fa> be oomplc 
Kivered with oi^e, but lbs jewel to be nnoovered. 
UaiUn, Past MoMtert, WardtM*, and other OJUen 



oovered with oi^e, but lbs jewel to be nnoovered. 

"iiUn, Past MoMtert, WardtM*, and other Offitert Kf Lodgtt. 
e cn^ roaettea on fits bodge, and oae atthe point oi the QMlar 



just above the jewel. 

All other Mailer Mtam$. Three blaok onpe losottM on tli* 
badge. 

FtUotB Crafti and tmttred Apprtmliem. Two blaok on^ roMttM 
at the lower part of the badge. 

The deceased nobleman was a true specimen of vrhat 
"a good and worthy Mason" ought to be, He was 
benevolent and condescending, without the least taint of 
vanityor worldly pride; andnence univereally respected 
and beloved by the fraternity. His natural sweetuess of 
temper made an indelible Impression on every heart; and 
his amiable manners produced a quiet influence which he 
exercised for the general benefit of the Crafb at larg*. 
He had been a Uason about forty years ; and was suc- 
ceeded in his high office by the Earl, of Durham. 

A considerable sum of money having been subscribed 
towards the proposed Asylum for Aged and Decayed 
Freemaflona, it was resolved by the general committee, 
that, from and after the Slst of July m the present year, 
"an amount equal at least to the interest on the sums 
invested, shall be applied out of the current collections 
of the year, by wav of annuities, wnong destitute and 
deserving Brethren m London and the Frovinces." 

Freemaaomy appaan to have fallen into terrible divepnte. Om 
partioular prooeediog of the dlgnitariee of the oboroh rather astoa. 
ubea na. "The Beldum pastora hare proaoribed the inetitnlion, 
and nre so pTOgnant with sptritnal horror, that thej haTS derired tha 
poor not eren to receive alms from a Freemason. Snob aalf-denial 
aa this, and we maj regard it as aaoh, ooold soaroelj hare been 
ezpeoted."— {Sunday Times, Febniai; 4, 1838.) 
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nSBMASONBT. 83 

" That Ae umniUM be Ten Pmnda Moh ; and tint dx 011I7 of 
•BcbannutieabeRautadfiirtfaefiHittwBlnmtnithB. - 

"That if a tmSmeat iinmber of oandidatas, ao located, appbflbr 
the bracfita <rf this Institaititm, at the fiiat Election, the aiz annvitiea 
aln«(^ detensined. diaU b« thu allotted. — time in the prorinoea, 
and thna in tite oMftoptdia. 

*' Tlut ATeiy Donor or Sobaariber of one ninea be entitled to one 
vote- during a jeaTi and ao on in pioportioa for everj addititnial 

" That an annnal Qaremor {m ragniar Bnbaoiiber of two gnineaa 
per annnm) be entitied to three Totae. 

" That ereiy life Snbacribei (or DMior of ten gvineaa) be entitied 
(0 twofote*. 

"That every Life Qovemor (or Donor of twentf |FaiiieB«) be en- 
titled to four Totea, and two votes for eveiy ad^tionM ten Knin^aa. 

" That every Governor, Subaoriber, or Donor may vote Dy pr oir ; 
snoh pro^ being a Subeoriber : and that for every nnelo vote the 
Sabeoiibar m&y'be entitled to, he bIibII have as many vMeaaa there 
are vacanoiea, which n^y be given to one oandidata, or diatribatod at 
ptoaanre. 

" Hat an praxy paper* be numbered, agaed by the Secretary, and 
forwarded by post ; and that no aecoud prOiy paper be usned 
without the aoncDrrenoe of the Chaiimaa on tike day of election. 

" That Bubscriptiona declared and paid on tite day of election) 
than entitle the parties to vote. 

" That no SuMoriber in arrear ehall be entitled to vote at any 
election, nntil aneh arrear -be paid. 

"p['bat in caaea of eqnali^ of votes at aay general meeting) the 
Choitman shall be entitled to a second or -casting vote." 

Thus the Instttation was brought into actual operation ; 
^though its eatabliahineiit did not eDJo; the a^roval of 
a section of the Craft in London ; while the Provincial 
Lodgea, aa well in the sister countries and the colonies 
as ID England, who saw nothing in the measure but its 
benefits, recorded their approbation in creat numbers. 
At the Festivsl in April, His Royal Highness delivered 
some sentiments, in reference probablj to the diflFerence 
of opinio^ on this ereat question, which are as princely 
as they are masonic, and do honour equally to tKe head 
and the heart. He observed that — 

"The confidence tedproottted between the Brethren and himaeU^ 
nnder dtonmstanoea of the most varying (diaractor, might be fairly 
oonaiddied as reflecting mntoal credit, and beln^ indioat^e of mntod 
afieotion. If he hj^ experienced any difficulty ^^ ^" performance of 
his duty, or if hie utentMnH and motives had, on any ocoaoon, been 
misconatrved or misondeiEtood, he could aaanre those who beard him, 
that he hod always had the best interests of the Order at heart, and 
had entertained no. other wish than their advancement. Man, like 
the difierent ecantriee he inhabited, varied in aome leaptfota firom hie 
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fiaUow men. Hen of peiftot nmilaa^ of idea mn nerw fbmA. No 
two pUoei in the world wM» entirelT alike, nor oould tba TiewB of 
an; two penoni on the eaine mhjaat be expected to be in pecfect no- 
bonlenM. It wu not jnflt. tberMbre, that fenlt sboald be ettrfbvtM 
on uther aide, beomaa of « trifling difibranoe at apinion, when tbet* 
existed en ideoii^ of pnipoee, and that idaoti^ <rf pnpoaa tended 
'a the parfonnanoe of 'somediins bene£oial to aoilie^. One ir ~~ 



migfat be exoaedinglr bland, another ntigbt b „ , . 

1twui might be equally honest ; br his Ent^ktion eaoh shoiud be Atud, 
«Dd not bf Uie oontmet that might exist in manner or omrersation. 
And gatiafied that the intention waa oorrect, do diffarenM of opinion 
■hoold be ^emitted to militatu against die kannanjr of fteiing l^ 
which Freemasons ahoold ever be Bound together." 



These Bentimenta are worthy of being recorded, be- 
cause they are the language, of an open and aDsiupectiiig 
nature ; and show, without any di^juise, the pure-Bystem 
of beneTolenoe and good will which Freemasonry re- 
commends and enforces upon the prince as well as the 
coiqmoner, because he is equally a man. 

The pecuniary afiairs of the Asylum thus flourishinfl, 
and the provinces thus pouring in the streams of their 
bounty into its funds, unalloyed prosperity, might be es- 
pected to follow. UnlbrtuDately this was not the case; 
and however irksome the task, the historian is bound to 
record eircumstances with truth and fidelity, which occur 
within the compass of his undertaking, however they 
may be at variance with his own feelings and opiaions> 
The opposition gathered strength, and assumed a form of 
determined hostility. Placards of a violent character 
were privately circulated amongst the Brethren, which 
were repelled in language equatlv strong, and a breach 
between the two parties appeared inevitable. Moderate 
men in both were grieved at the unfavourable prospect, 
because the great principle of F'reemasonry, Brotherly 
Love, could not fail to suffer in the contest. 

At this period of the dispute, if some influential Masou 
on the spot had formed themselves into a Lodge of Me- 
diation, the differences might have been compromised 
without any sacrifice of principle, by a trifling adjust- 
ment of the detailsj and the Craft have been sparea the 
melancholy exhibition which sprang out of these un- 
happy divisions. There can be no doubt but the abstract 
design of an Asylum, attached to our benevolent institu- 
tion, as a permanent retreat for age and deorepitucla 
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sUbuasombt. Be 

unongst those worthy Brethren who have enjoyed the 
aweets of life, and have become the VLctuns of unmerited 
calamity — enjoyed the approbation and confideooe of tht 
whole Craft. It was a noble and philantbropio idea; 
and should not be allowed to iiutain defeat by ajoy difier- 
ence of opinion respecting its mode of operation. The duty 
of the hiBtorian, aowever, is, not to speculate on probfr. 
bilitaei, but to record facts. A communication was made 
from His Koyal Highness the Grand Master, bearing date 
August S6th, j.839, which will explain the causes of the 
hostility which was arrayed agaiost the Institution. 

Aoaoertis F.* Gjukd HAtrmt. 
"Geatinnan and Brofiisn, 

"HftTingreoeiredfrrau Brother Cnioflfiz a note, aomtmiDlMllBg to 
ina Twiooa feaolntioDf which h«d be«ii pa^iod at different mnrti 
ings, by Bevenil Brathren who have at heart the astabJiahnient of 
■ome uielitatioil oalcuisted to reltove decaifed and aged MaeoDB, I 
fMl It btoumbent npon me to i«peat the rtateiaent which I fint made 
^MHi that auMeot, at the Onnd FoetiTol in the [M^Bsat yeiu. Ota 
Aat oooosioa I etitsd, that aa to an As^hun or a btdJdiag, I OtfM 
Qot, and nAver would lend either the sanction of my uune, or any 
peouniaiy aaaiatance, inaamnoh as I was conTinced that it voold be 
a naeleds ezpenditure — a waste of moatiy, Wthout: the elighteit chance 
of anj profitable or benefiolal' reault tikerefnun; bat that if tnoh 
prtfiect were fpves up, and then the Brethren were diapooed to forat 
a plan for gntuting anauilieB, which were to be taken aolelj firom the 
interest of monies collected, and not break m upon the qapital, that 
to Buoh a propoution I would liaten. 

"Sines that time, a propoaition waa made to me to, receive a depa 
tation on the Bubjeot, which I left unanswered, In ooncequenoe of 
aeebg a circular which the Committee had in the niterin oircolated, 
and wbich bod misrepiesented Uie statement I hare here nade, nith 
out ODj commtmicatiun to me. 

" In the paper now oommanicated to me, it is stated, ' the sum of 
£2,000 shall be the Duoleoe of a fund, for the erecliou of an Aajlmn.' 

" Tbi«i I have no hesitation in sowing, is ocHupletely at varianoa 
with m^ statement. 

From tbe iriiote tenor of the paper, it is dear, the same (Kitpomtion 
wd inclination on the part of some individaals, as to the nectioD of 
an Aajlom, still lemains. Now, without imputii^ motirea to way ome, 
there can be no doubt the Craft will bo mieled, m supposing that I 
have given a silent oonsont to such a plan, which I am eqnallj de- 
termined OS before to residt ; therefore, oidesB it is clearly tinderstood 
tfaat the intention of erecting an Asylum is totally abandoned, I feel 
myself Badec the nfloeenty ^ deolimng any jximmameatian npon tha 
■ubjet^. 

" I hope this win be deemed a &ir answer to the appUcatioQ 
made to me; and as sooh, I wish it tu be oommnnicatea to flioae 
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ee uisTpET or 

Bnthrea wtid framed the Besolatioiu itpaa 'wtuoti tb« reqaeit of u 
btervieir with nle hsu been arounded, and which I oonseqaonfl^ de- 
cline; irat to show that this deteimination baa been taKen in oon~ 
Jbnnitf with thoM optnioBS whiob hare actuated the whole of tar 
Ooiuliict in thie txanaactiaii, I wif) further add, that until next April, 
if it pleMa God to spare atj Me, I will take no further step; oat, 
ehonld the Brethren at that time have made no advanoe in the matter, 
I shell' Aiak mVBalf at Ubert^ to etate m; own plan, when I have no 
doubt the Bratnren will eee iriiioh is ^e most feawble, and when I 
aluH call apoo the fnteraitj- for that aaeiataDOe which I have never 
fobud them unwilling to afiurd, when uefnl objects are proposed fat 
their oonsideration. 

"Sondtwick Park, Fareham, Aug. S6, 1639." 
"To Kothom— R. T. Cmoefiz, J. C- Bell, 
J. C. UoHuUen, and Z. Watkins." 

Thus it appears that His Royal 'Bighnen, with his 
osoal beaevotence of character, waa favourable to the 
^iD^I^e of grantiag annuities to poor aad deserviDg 
Brethren, but declined to extend tne influence of his 
sanction to a building for the residence of the annuitants ; 
because he considerMl it an useless ekpenditure of capital. 
And it mDBt be confessed that the same feeling was en- 
tertained by some of the warmest friends to the new 
Charity. At the Committee of Masters, the following 
ootioe of motion was put on record : — 

**To aher the ezbrtJtig mode of distrihutiDH; the Foad of Hasonie 
Benevolence; and to piopoee, inirtead thereof a rpsolntion effirmint;, 
'lliat it Is just and expedient that three-fourths of the, availabTe 
Amda of &e Orand Loage be distributed, on the BnQuit7 principle, 
10 poor and deserving Uasons and their widower end the remainder 
utplied to inch iodiridaal oases of emergency as may require par- 
Qmilar relief 

" If die Grand Lodge ahonid affirm the foregoing resolntion, the 
H. W. O. If aster wilfbe reepeotfnll; solicited to point out die best 
4iodQ of oairjing into eflSsct the prvotioal operation of the principle 
idopted." 

' The question to be considered now was, how the two 
apisiOna were to be reconailed. The building appears to 
dave constituted the only stumbling block in the way of 
jiutual accommodation. The sum of £S00O bad been 
fubsoribed chiefly for the purpose of an ediflce; and the 
Asylum Committee had tb consider how they could, in 
good &ith, apply this money to any other purpose. It 
was a dilemma full of difficulty. The Committee ap- 
peared desirous of meeting and silencing all objections, 
by auy meaaures short of a renunciation of the priodple; 
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■ad, tlierafore, came to a resolution that, under the cir- 
CQDutaDceB, it would be expedient to postpone the erec- 
tion of an Asylum, until the sum of £7000, clear of the 
•ura of jCSOOO, shall have been Taised ; and in the intei^ 
mediate time, the interest of all the funded property 
aiuiW be applied to the purpose of annuities. 

This cmicession, which approaches very nearly to an 
abandonmeBt of the principle; it was hoped would lead 
to a mutual compromiae. But unfortunately, this desira- 
ble object was defeated by the exercise of private jealousy, 
which brought on a great public diaaater. At a special 
meeting of tiie Governors holdon on the 13th November, 
an anonymous printed paper, of violent character, was 
circulated amongst the Members present, far brother W. 
Jackson, of the Caveae Lodge, No. 305, which gave rise 
to a severe altercation ; in the course of which, certaili 
expressions were imputed to Brother Alderman Wood, 
and Brother J. Lee Stevens, which were, supposed to re- 
flect on the conduct of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex, in bis character of Q. H. of Masons ; and these, 
being formally repeated to the Board of General Purposes, 
the two ofieuding Brethren, with Dr. Crucefix, the Chair- 
man of the Meeting, were arraigned, and after a full -ex- 
amination into the charges, the three principal projectors 
and supporters of the proposed Asylum were suspended 
from all their Masonic fuuctiooa. Brother Alderman 
Thomas Wood, and Dr. Cmeefix for six months, and Bro. 
J. Lee Stevens for three months. Against this decision 
the parties put in notices of appeal to the Grand Lodge. 

About this time an alteration was made in the Masooio 
Boards, which it was conceived would tend to accelerate 
the despatch of business. By the direction of the Grand 
Lodge, the Board of General Purposes and Finance 
were united. The new Board to consist of eleven, mem- 
bers, nominated by the Grand Master, and fourteen by 
tfae Grand Lodge, of which latter number seven may be 
Past Masters. 

Much inconvenience having arisen in Grand Lodm 
from the late attendance of the Officers, it was thou^t 
expedient to legislate on the subject. A motion was 
made and seconded, that "the hour stated in the ram- 
mons shall be the time to commence masonic business." 

Ib the diacQSsion of thia question, it was argu«d that 
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Uto hours are sore to be. attended with great disBdvan- 
tagai. Either the bnBineu of the Lodge will be hurried 
aver in a ilovenly and indeoent roaoner — or the hour of 
olouns specified in the By-LawB wiU be exceeded — ^both 
of which it IB desirable to avoid. If there be an initi»* 
tlou, the ceremony wiU either be imperfectly perfwmed, 
and the candidate pernutted to retire to hu own home, 
and his own reflections, with very unworthy Dottons of 
the dignity and uitefulaeaa ef the Craft; — or, if the latter 
alternative be adopted, he will b« deteioed beyond bii 
OBoal hour of reBt, and inibibe an opinion unfavourable 
to the morally of the Institution. In either caae his 
first ImpreBsioaa will not be likely to produce in his mind 
Bq«h a love and veneration for Maaonry as will prompt 
him to PQTBue its inTestigations with freedom, fervenoT» 
and zeal, bj which alone pleasure and profit can mutually 
result. 

These evils, it was urged, would be avoided, were the 
Maaters and Wardens to be firm and deteraiiDed on this 
point; and always, under whatever circumstances, to 
open their Lodges, and commence their msaonio busineas, 
at the exact boor mentioned in the summons ; assured 
that if they persevere in the puoctual performance cf 
this duty, they will excite regularity in the Brethren, 
and the consequences wilt be, that their families, and the 
world at large, will laud an Institution which produces 
Bn<^ fruits of regularity and sound disoipliue ; — their 
Lodges will increase iu numbers and reputation, and 
through their instru^eotality Freemasonry will secure a 
triumphant aeoendancy, and excite general admiration 
and respect. Such being the feeling of Ihe members 
present, the motion was carried by a majority of one; 
but, unfortunately, at the subsequent Grand Lodge the 
confirmation was rejected by a majority of three. The 
doctrine <^ the neceasi^ of early hours, however, was 
«tablished ; and the F. Gt. Masters thought it of sufiioient 
importance to notice in theirNsharges to the Brethren ; 
and in Bome Provinces, the Lodges, having had their 
attention called to the subject from authority, saw at 
once the benefit of the measure, and introduce^ it into 
practice. 

The following circular was forwarded to the several 
Town Lodges, m SeptMuber, 1839; and it coBtaias a 
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jadioieai regolation, whieh we are sarprised did not 
oocor at a much eariier period.' It will, for the future) 
preveot the confuBion which has Bometime« occurred by 
the accidental admissioQ of unqualified perBoaH' inte As 
Gnad Lodge, whose ririitof entr^ has oeen questioned 
by one party and defended by uiother, to the delay and 
firequent postponement of business much more important. 

" W. MMter,— I »m eommuided h^ the M. W. Grand Uuter U 
nqoire ibtA you iriU, on or before Tuesday, the 26th daj of Norembar 
saxt, make out and forward to me, according to the annexed fonn, » 
nturn of tbe names of the Masters and Wardeaa, and also of all other 
snbictibiog Memben of jour Lodge, who am of the rank <rf Paat 
Master,' and vho, as sncb, clum a rignt to eit and vote in the Grand 
Lodge, epecifylni;, against each Past MaateHe nafue^ whether the 
BroUier Mired t£e office of Master in joar Lodge, or m aome other { 
■Dd if in another, the name and num1>er of the Lodge, aid the jear la 
whkii be flUed the chair. 

"■By command of the U. fT. Grand HMtai, 
"W. H. White, G.& 

*FrMniaeonB' Hall, Sept. 20, 1839." 

"A return of Bnbecrihing Members to the No. beii^ tha 

Master, Wardens, and Paat Masters, who daim a ri^t to sit and 
Tote in the United Grand Lodge, made oat pursuant to the Order 
of the H. W. Grand Master. 



HMMaeTBNlhmi 
the OraSd Lodge. 


Bank. 


Name and nanber 

of the Lodgei in 

irtueh the; aerred as 


"ssa." 




w.m: 

aw. 

J.W. 

p.m. 

P.M. 

P.M. 
P.M. 







" I herelw oertifr that the abdre is a correct return. 

(Signed) yr. M." 

If Uiis reqnisition be strictly enforced, and the role 
extended to the Provinces, the introduction of improper 
persons will he attended with so much difficulty, that 
few attempts will be made to encroach on this high 
prinilege ; becaxiiB detection and disgrace are almost 
certain to fbUow. 

An Act of Farliament passed in this session for pre- 
re^ng the administ^ag and taking of anlawfiil oathi 
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in Ireland; and s special elaoae was inserted to exempt 
FreemoBonB from th« peiultieB of the Act ; provided— 

** Thftt thii cfsemption Hull not extend to anj such Society or Lodg^ 
mlsM two ot Urn membera composing the ume shkll certifjr upon 
oath, which oath ^y Jostioe of the Pemce, or other Msgiatrsta, is 
berebj empowered to ftdminuter, that auch Sodetj or Lodge has, 
bef<H« the passing of this Act, been usukllj held ; oc if so formed after 
the pauing of this Act, has been lo farmed, under the denomination 
of a Lodge of Freemasons, or Society of Friendlj Brothers of the said 
Order, and in conformity to the rules prevuling among the Sodetiea 
or Iiodges of Freemasons, or of such Societies of such Friendly Brothen 
in. this kingdom ; which certi&c^te, duly attested by tbe Magistratea 
b^ora whom tbe tame Ehall be sworn, and subscribed by tbe peraona 
so certifying, shall, within the space of two calendar months ailer tbe 
paaalns of this Act, or within the space of two calendar months after 
such wrmation of snch Society or Lodge a« aforesaid, be deposited 
with the Clerk of the Peace for the County, Riding, Division, Shire, or 
Ptaoe, where such Society or Lodge hath b^n usually held, or shall iM 
so formed ; provided also, that this exemption shall not extend to any 
■ueh Society or Lodge, unless the name or denomination thereof^ ana 
the usual place or 'pt^es, and the time or times of its meetings, and 
the names and descriptions of all and every the members thereof^ bo 
T^stered with such Clerk of the Peace as aforesaid, within suoh two 
months, and also on or before the 25tb day of March in every succeed- 
ing year, w^iie this Act shall continue in force." 

Id October a ceuteaary festival was celebrated by the 
Brethren of the fl-renadier's Lodge, No. 79. Nothing can 
he more gratifjing/ we should concetre, to the Memberd 
of a Lodge, than a soleninity of this peculiar character. 
In the preaeat instance, " one utiuaual feature was dis- 
played, in the zealous and untiring exertions of a family 
of Masons, Who, fqr upwards of hfly years, have either 
been Treasurer or Secretary of this, their mother Lodge. 
Those important offices are now united, in the person of 
tiieir estimable member. Brother Neate, P. M." Several 
speeches were deUvered,'Bnd the meeting paBsed off with 
harmony and general satisfaction. 

A ceremony of a very imposing nature took place at 
Sunderland, while His Royal Highness the Grand Master 
was on a visit to the £arl of Durham ; and it will be 
necessary to deviate in this inetaoCe from our accustomed 
practice, for the purpose of giving a brief description of 
the observances which were used in depositing the foon- 
datioa-stone of the Athenasum in that Bourishing town, 
under thQ Grand Master's personal superintendence. Hifl 
Koyal Highness had consented to perform the ceremooy ; 
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gad In the expectation of so grest an booopr, the inbebit- 
aota devoted the 12th of KoTeniber to tbe sole purposes 
of eDJoyment. The cares of busiaeHs were thrown aside; 
the shops were closed — ^banners streamed from tbe apper 
windows of the principal dwellings j and the teasels 
Id the harbour were decked out in their gayest flags, 
streamers, and garlands, of every colour. As it was 
anderstood that the ceremonies were to be conducted 
masonically by the first Freemason in the fporld, the 

Sblic interest became unbounded. Strangers flocked in 
m all quarters, till the streets were blocked up with 
a- dense mass of people, and tbe houses were thronged at 
^e windows, balconies, and roofs, till tho streets through 
which the royal cortege was expected to pass presented 
an animated picture ot life and motion. In the midst of 
this excitement the expected Visitor arrived. 

About mid-day His Royal Kighness and his suite were 
received at the gate by a guard of honour, composed of 
the 98th regiment of foot ; and^ as he alighted irom his 
carriage, the band struck up the national Anthem, and 
tbe people uttered the most enthusiastic cheers. Fro- 
ceedmg to tbe Exchange, an Address was presented by 
the Mayor and Corporation, to whidh His Royal Highness 
most graciously replied ; and then retired to, the Phoenix 
Lodge-room, whence a splendid prOcessioU issued, in 
which His Roval Highness took his ptaoe as Grand Mas- 
ter of England. 

At the site of the intended building a triumphal arch 
was erected, and a flight of steps, covered with car- 
peting, led down to the spot where the stonevas to be 
oeposited. 

When Hia- Royal Highness had descended the steps 
which led to the foundation, and taken a posiHon conve- 
nient for the part he was to perform in the cereinonv. 
the stone, the two parts of which had been temporarity 
clamped together, was removed from its place, and as it 
remamed suspended in the air, the Grand Chaplain oflered 
np a brief and suitable prayer. The builder then handed 
the cement to His Royal Highness, who spread and ad- 
justed it with a silver trowel provided for the occasion ; 
this done, the stone was lowered to its plaee, the tem- 
porary clamps removed, and the apper portion i^;aia 
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reiw^ The Oraod Secretary then read (he imeriptiWt 

wbicb was as follows ; — 

* Hujoa Sdifloii. Deo beae Jnnuite. IngMmts atadiu fttqaa artibna 
^ dic»ti, et ooiB^uritiBi o^ldnm SanaeiUad Juste nan incolentinm 

' Uopeoaia eatiucti. huoc prininin lapidam posuit lUiistFwBiaaj Prin- 
"cept Aogustue Fredericua, Dux Suaaeiie, Frid. Id. NoTembrla, A.D. 

This fiDished, the Oratid Treasurer preseiited to tha 
Qrend Master the phial containing the medAls and coiai;^ 
and these baviDg heen deposited by His Royal HighoeM 
in the hollow formed in the stone, the cavity was covered 
over with the brass plate upon which the inscription 
was engraveB. Jhe upper portion of the stooe was then 
oovered, the band playing the national Anthem. His 
Koyal Highness then proceeded to prove the just position 
and form of the stone by the plumb, level, and square, 
which were aoccessively handed ^ him by the Junior 
and Senior Grand Wardens, and the Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter. Being satisfied in these respects, His Royal High- 
ness gave the stone three knocks with the mallet, whioh 
was handed to him by the Pro-Grand Master. He then 
said, "May the Great Architect of the Universe grant a 
blesaiflg on this foundatiotk-etone which we have now 
laid, wd by His Providence enable as to finish every 
other, work .which may be undertaken for the benefit and 
advantage of this city." The eormlcopia, containing the 
corn, and the two ewers with the wine and oil, were 
then banded to. His Royal Highoesa, wbo scattered the 
com and poared the wine ana oil upon the stone, with 
the accustomed oeremonies. He then again said, " May 
the all-bounteou8 Author of Nature grant an abundance 
of corn, wine, and oil, with all other necessaries, conve- 

* " Htfv nasbTalnable md ttaernlinfimuation of the actakl exfatiiw 

■Ute of tiit Mid knowledge," aa;a t, modern writer, fat Kaj period, 
might be tnnismitted to posteritj In a distiuct, tao^ble, and imper- 
iahable form. if. lof^tead of the ebsard and useless deposition of a few 
□otne and medala nader tbe fouDdatiana of buitdinga. Bpecimens of 
iogcnteua hnplemaiitJL or eondensed atetements of Bcientific truths, or 
Diwesses in arts and manufactures, were subaUtutad 1 Will boolu 
ifallibly preserve to a remoti; posterity all that we ma; desire pos- 
trity would wish to know? And may not a nBeleaa ceremony 1» 



terity would wish to know T And may 

Aas trvnrfonoed into an act of eorotmenc m a perpeiuai 

vk^V w* Wtt fnx%t wd »clo)owM|e to be npat valoaUe:', 
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niflnoes, and comforts, to this eitf ; and maj the ume 
Proridencfl preside over and preserve it from niio uid 
decay to the latest posterity." 

The Architect then exhibited the plan of the building 
to Bis Royal Highness, who, after an attentive examina- 
tion of it, thus addrused him : — 

"Hr. Arobrtect, — The fbandfttion-atone of the AtbenkRim, pUimed 
in much wiadom bj jon, being new Uid, and these implemeDts hftving 
been kpplied to it bj me, uid approved oC I return tbem to jou, in 
fliU eoofidmce thst, h ■ skiirn) and fidthml workimui, yon will use 
tbem in eaeli • manner tbkt the building' maj rise in onder, humoiiy, 
and beauty; and, being perfected in stren^h. will anewer ereiy par* 
pose for whidi it ia intended, to your credii, and to the bonoar <it 
those who ban aeteotad yoo." ' 

Before His Royal Highness retired, the Mayor (Dr. 
Brown), as Chairman of the Building Committee, came 
forwud, and presmited him with the following Address : — 

"Uaj it please your Royal Highnees, — We, the Conmittea and 
Subacntmra to Jbe Athennum, ^tproach your Royal Highness with 
leeringe of deep gratitude, for the kindnees and ooodesceneioti displayed 
in the ready acquiescence in oht request, that the foDndMion of the 
flrat considerable tribute paid by the town of Sunderland toLiterator* 
and Science, should be laid by your Royal Etighneas. We were 
enconraged to ma^ the request by the consideration that your RoyU 
Hlgfaneaa's attachment to Science and Literature, and indtridual suo- 
oeM in their cultivation, has ever led you to be the muniSoent and 
enlightened Patron of every Institution in the Island, within your 
knowledge, calculated to promote their progress and diffuBion ; and we 
hoped that our projected eatablishment wonld form no exception to 
this rule, hut would 1m ushered into the world under the auspices of 
your august name. In this we hope we hare. not been disappointed. 
As a true descendant of that illiisCr^^us and patriotic house which is 
hallowed in the thoughts and feeling of every Gnglishman, because, 
Msodated wiUi all that is most sacred with his hberties, and moat 
'raluable in bis civilization, your Royal Uighnesa baa b this instance, 
as in many others, shown tnat the prosperity of your native land is 
-tihe oherished object of your heart. Commerce and the usefUl Arts 
an, niraueKionably, the basis <rf our national procperitr ; but yonr 
Rt^al Bighneea has mani&ated a familiar acquaintauce with the &cL 
that the continuance of this prosperity moat, in the present stale of 
BDciety, depend upon our progress in the higher departments of 
Science ; thst, without their ud, England will no longer be in the van 
- of the iwoductive industry of the world, but must be content to follow 
in th« mke of her rivals. We conclude by praying that your Royal 
JJighueaa may enjoy all the peace and happiness which this world caa 
afford, for the remainder of yoUr days, and, at their cloae, derivs 
Bolace from the reflection of a life spent, as that of Tour Royal High- 
nasp te* been, in promoting the iostnictkin and nappinces of your 
feUow-creatnres." 



.yGOQl^lC 



BISTOBT OF 



' The Addrega having been read and presented in the 
luual raanner, His Royal Highness replied as follows : — '■ 



" Qentlemen of the Committee, and Subscribers to 
II is with pleuure I Snd m^ir occapied with jioa this day, in laying 
tbe foundMion-etoDe of » building dndtcfttad to LiUntare and Scienoc^ 
being Welt assured that the cultivation <^ theae will matehallj eon- 
tribute to the advancement of arts, nianuTactureB and commerce. 
While STer ansioui to aaaist the industrious classes in obtaining useM 
information, it has been equally my constant and eamefft deaire to im- 
press upon those who tread in the higher walks of IHe, the absolnt* 
necessity fur a similar exertion on their part, in order to keep pace with 
the general improvement, and tbos secure to themaetvee their proper 
. station in aociet;. Unwiae, inde«d, muat be tl)e man who. in theaa 
days, flattera bim«elf that truth can be concealed for any length of 
time ; such an attempt would not only tul, but the ooaaeqnenoe would 
be fiital, since it would tend to the disorEaniiation of every w^ regu- 
lated community ; while the diSlisiun of Knowledge prodiK«s tbe mmt 
beneficial results, as by it the industrious classes are led to value the 
proflciency of thar superiors in science, and esteein them for siidi 
improvement, ffith thaae sentiment!, GentlemeD, you wiU readily 
beCieve me, when I assure you that I acceded, with great pleasure, to 
your request of laying the foundation-fltono of ^is4natitBtion, aad 
fervently pray that the work we have so [rtoet>crt>uBly b^in, may 
be as Buccessfiilly completed, and that the loyal city of Sunderland 
may ever be bailed as afi'ordiiig encoongement and protection to sd- 
•noe." 

The Members of the Committee were .then severally 

E resented to His Royal Highness, who again cengratn- 
ited them upoi) this undertaking, expFesslng his convic- 
tion that' such institutions afTorded tbe best means of 
keeping society together. 

The whole of this part of the da^'s business having 
been thus completed, His Royal Highness, addressing 
the assemblage, which woe about to prepare for the 
return of the procession, said : " There is one duty I have 
still to perform. Upon such occasions as these, we 
should never lose sight of the illustrious lady who pre- 
sides over this country. We have placed ber effigy 
beneath this stone. I hope her memory will be borne 
down to posterity with the value it deserves. I propose, 
therefore, that we should say, ' Qroi bless the Queen !' 
with three times three." 

The proposition was received with the utmost enthu- 
siasm, and responded to with cheers that awakened many 
distant echoes. After this expression of loyalty, the 
procession returned to the Fhcenix Lodge in the same 
order as it set out. 
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Several oth«r foandatioiis were laid during this year, 
with masonic honoan, which it will be sufficient to 
eDOinenite. That of a monument at 'Elgin, in memory 
of the Duke of Gordon, hy Bro. James Fetrie, Esq. ; of a 
Viaduct hi the London and Brighton Railway, by Bro. 
Folklaod; of St. John's Chutvh at Edinburgh, and of the 
Mariner's Church at Leith, by Bio. the Right Hon. Sir 
James Forrest, G,.M. ; of Roeester Bridge, by Bro. the 
Earl of Shrewsbury ; of a Wet Dock at Montrose, by 
Brother Patrick Ackley, Esq., D, G. M. ; and of Saint 
Thomas's Church, LsDcaster, by Bro. E. D. Salisbury, 
Esq. 

'The number of festimooials to merit increase as we 
advance nearer to .our own times. Id January, a Jewel 
was presented to Bro. G. Warriner, Hon. Sec. to the 
Ball for masonic charities ; in April, a masonic Jewel to 
Bro. Moses, Lodge of Peace and Harmony, Dover ; in 
May, a silver Salver and a Jewel to Bro. the Rev. Charles 
Woodward, British Lodge, London ,' and a Jewel to Bro. 
^e Rev. W. Carwithen, Lodge of IJnioD, Chudleigh ; in 
August, a silver Salver to Bro, D. M. Folkard, Royal 
Clarence Lodge, Brighton ; and a silver Salver to Bro. 
T. J. TenisoD, Esq., Bairister at Law, Lodge 210, Ire- 
land ; in .S^tember, a silver Souff-box to Bro. Junes 
Eotwisle, B(4toD-le-M0or8 ; in October, a service of 
Plate to Bro. C. J. K. Tynte, M.P., P.G.M. for Mon- 
mouth ; in November, a silver Salver to Bro. the Rev. 
Dr. Oliver, D.PJ3.M., Witham Lodge, Lincoln ; and a 

fold Watch to Bro. James Wilson, Nelson Lodge, Newry, 
reland ; and in December, a Past Master's Jewel to 
Bro. Chrees, late W. M. of the Lodge of 'Amity, No. 
200. These testimonials form a dectdve proof of the 
great cordiality whic^ Bubsists between the Brethren 
and their authorised rulers, and dis]94ay Freemasomr 
in a light which is calculated to excite geilerul admi- 
ration. 
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CHAP, vn. 

JSttory ^Fremeuonry m the Year 1840. 

This year commenced with some judicious measures, 
which were introdueed to gire eousiHtency to the Order, 
by a general digest and improval of its laws. It had 
long been seen uiat some revisal of the Constitulioiia was > 
necessary ; for, though originaDy drawn up with great 
wisdom and care, cases were of constant occurrence for 
which no provision appeared in that code ; and the 
Brethren were often placed in a dilemma, from which 
even the Qrand Lodge did not posSesa the pbwer to 
extricate or assist them. One of these cases had just 
arisen, in tiie resignation of Bro. Key as a nlemher of the 
Board of Management. TheCtrand Lodge did not feel 
empowered to accept the tender, because the Laws oT 
Masonry had not provided for such a contingency. The 
announcement of an intended revision of the ConstitQ- 
tions was received in the provinces vrith apathy, although 
it was admitted that some judicious alterations were 
necasaary. The intended measure does not appear to 
have created much interest amongst the Country Breth- 
ren ; for the private Lodges generally made no cpmmu- 
nication to the 0-rand Lodge on the, subject; nor were 
any public meetings of the Craft conTened to express an 
opmion, or to resolve on any steps for becoming parties 
to a declaration of either satisfaction or remonstrance. 
The announcemeDt parsed away unnoticed, and the alter- 
ations were ultimately agreed to without the concur^ 
rence or disapprobation of the Provincial authorities. 

At the Committee of Masters in February, the Report 
of the Committee of Laws was read, declaring that they 
had carefully revised the alterations and additions that 
had, from time to time, been made, and recommended 
particularly the repeal of Article I., p. 18. And that, 
after Article III., p. 19, there should be an Article intro- 
daced, to tlie ^ect that no Brother should claim to 
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enter Orand Lodn until his name and appi^nbiient 
Bhoald be retorned to the G-raod Secretary's Office. The 
Committee recommended that the re-pablication of the 
CoDgtitations be delayed for the present. 

Bro. Steveoi tiiva recorded ' the following notice* 
6f motion, aa Amendments in the Book of Conititn- 
tiona: — 

" Under the bead ' Gnad Muter,' iiutead of Article X^ p. 30, to 
BubsUtata tbe following : — 

"Tha Qrud Hutar shall not be a^ied to on uij boHimM ooncem- 
iag Maioiw or Muoarjr. bnt tbroogh tbePro-Qrand Haater, Deputy 
Qraud Mut«r, or Qnina Secretary ; or, if within a Frovtucial diatrict) 



^ Anr ProrinoUl Gnnd Master who shall ne^ect to hold, or caoaa 
K Provmcial Gnnd Lodge to be holden, in hia district, for two cou- 
aecutire yaars, abalt be considered to have racated his office." — 
Alao:— 

"No Provtndal Grand Master shall be entitled to the rank of Past 
Prorinoial Gnukd Master, unless be shall have held at-least two Pro- 
tincial Qrand Meeting* within his diatrict durii^ his tenure of 
office." 

And onder the bead " Grand Secretary," histead of tie words '' the 
Qrand Secretary is to be appunted by the Qnrad Master, on the day 
at his iastallatioa," in Article I, page 37, to aobatitata the foOuw 

^' At the Qnarleriy ComnmnlcattDn in December, the Grand Lodge 
■haB nomfaiato not teas thui two, and not ezceeiUng three, of its meiv 
bars, aa Candidatea for the office of Grand Seoretarjr, one of yihoni to 
be selected by the Grand Master, sod aj^intad by him on the itf 
of luB installation. But as lo^ as the duties of the office can be per- 
fbrmsd by the present very Worshipful ^rand Secretary, he may be, 
fh»n time to time, appointed by the Qrand Muter, on the day (rfhia 
instaUation, without such i««Tious nomination." 

Bro. Warrener, on the part of Bro. Henderson, gave notice of mo- 
tion, that the reoommendation of the Board of General PurpoBss, in 
relation to the repeat of Article I., page Itj, and the new Article, to 
follow Article m., page 19, do pau as law. 

A iancy drese ball is annually celebrated by the Lodge 
at Cork, for the benefit of the MaBonic Female Orphan 
Asylum. In the present- year, it was conducted on a 
seale of superior splendour, and was attended by the 
nobility and gentry for many jniles round ; and the mili- 
tary and navu officers asaembted in great numbers. The 
opening of the ball was attended br a ceremony of great 
interest. TbeUastertWardensiandMembersof the First 
Lodge of Ireland, ooTWed with their various medals, om»* 
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mentsttad jewels embleiiMtic of the Ancient Cnft, haTinv 
OD their collare, aproiu, and decorations of the Royal Arch 
and Knigbta Templsr, marched ia procession to the top 
of the room, the Scot's Qrejs playing the faraurite air* 
'• The Freemasons' March." Oo arriving at the end of 
the room^ the Master took the chair, and the Senior and 
Junior Wardens at either side. The Members of the 
Lodge then formed a circle, and the Master having salu- 
ted the company with all the honours, dancing inunedi- 
tely commenced. The amusements w«re kept up with 
great spirit till fire o'clock in the morning, -whea the 
compauT separated, highly delighted with their treat. 
Thp ball realized for the, charity, afler all expenses were 
pud, upwards of two hundred pounds. 

The zeal and loyalty of the Craft were strongly excited 
and displayed in the summer of this year, by an' attempt 
to assassinate the Queen and her royal Consort. The 
Ancient Charges declare that "Masonry has ever flour- 
i^ed in times of peace, and been always injured by war, 
bloodshed, and confunon, so that kings and princes, in 
ever^ age, have been much disposed to encourage tha 
Craftsmen, &n accemnt of Aar peaceablenas and loyalty, 
whereby they practically answer the caTils of their 
adversaries, and promote the honour of the Fraternity.'* 
And never was. this precept more satisfactorily exempli- 
fied than on the present occasion. Addresses of congrat- 
alation on the providential escape of these royal person- 
ages were transmitted from, every part of the United 
Kingdom. All public bodies, in every department of 
life, promptly performed this pleasing duty; nor wmb 
the Y reemasons backward in shewing their loyalty and 
affection for the Sovereign. An especial Grand Lodge 
was convened for this purpose on the 21st of June. Hia 
Royal Highness the Qraod Mastdr being on the Throne, 
when suitable Addresses to Her Majesty, and to His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, were unanimously 
adopted; as well as resolutians of . c^rmpathy to His 
Royal Highness Prince Albert, and Her Royal Uighnesa 
the Duchass of Kent. The Grand Lodges of Scotland 
and Ireland pursued tha same course ; which was alao 
followed by many Provincial and Private Lodges.' 

Much angry feeling prevailed amongst the Brethren 
about this tune, on account of the suspenBioD of Brotben 
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Aid. Thomaa Wood, Dr. Cnicefiz, and J. Lee Stereos; 
&11 of whom, by their activity and zeal, have rendered 
easential service to MasonTv. The appeal of these 
Brethren from the decisioa of the Board of G-eneral Pur- 
posea, was brouglit before the Q-rand Lodge at the June 
Quarterly Commuoicatiou, His Boyal Highoess the Duke 
of Susaez od the Throna. Bro. Aid. Wood's case waa 
first heard ; io the course of which he repeated tiie 
declaration which he had made before the Board, viz. 

"I uBore the H. W. Grand Hoitar, Mid the QnoA Lodge, that I 
4i> not ratain nay reooUeotkm of haring nsed Uie «xpreenoii impnted 
to me, or taf otben which ean be oonsidered dUroBpecAfnl to' the 
Gmid Hoster. 1 hare to eipreis great regret that anTtbii^ I aa>J 
have Hsid aboold hare been se ooosbued. I apoke at the Meeting 
nnder great eioit«ment and irritation, oooasioiied bV mrcomstitnceH 
wUcb nnh^tpilj oooorred on dot da^ ; and it ii posnble that I might 
hare naed expTesrioDB, althoogh I haTB no recoHeotioii of them, wUoh 
maj hare been midentood in a semae which waa not intended. If bo, 
I feiy iDDoh regret it, becanw it waa the farthegt from mj wish to 
■peak diaooniteoiul^ of bii Bojal HighneaB, for whom perRonally I 
entertain the higbert respect. With niia statement 1 ehall withdraw 
mj appeal, and LeaTe mj oaae eutirelj in the haoda of the Orand 
I^dge." 

At the aagnstioD of His Boyal Eigfaneas, it was ther 
moved, seconded, and resolved unantniously : — 

"That the W. Bro. Aid. Tbos. Wood be immediately 
reinstated in all his masonic fuQctioos and privileges." 

Bro. J. Lee Stevens was then called on, who addressed 
the Grand Lodge at considerable length, for the purpose 
of shewing why he found it impossible to &void presBiug 
bis appeal; and having cleared this point, be proceeded 
to read copies of the protests which he had deposited 
with the Board of General Purpoees; and added, "I will 
now, M. W. Grand Master, proceed with the evidence 
Ukea before the Board." The question was then dia- 
ouued, whether that evidence could be repeated in Grand 
Lodge, and it occupied a considerable space of time to 
determine whether such a course was consistent with its 
osagea and practice. It was ultimately decided, in the 
negative; on which Bro. Stevens declined nroceediog 
with his appeals, and the sentence of the Board waa 
confirmed. 

Bro. Cnicefix being called, was met by the assurance 
that hia appeal waa informal, and consequently it could 
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not be entertained by the Grand Lodge; and that ther*- 

fore hi§ suspensioii would, of neceseity, be ooofirmed. 

Much dibcujuion arose amoQgat the Brethren in Torioni 
mrts of the country respecting theae proceedings. Tbe 
Grand Iiodge, in ita QircnlV) Btates the facts as follow:— 

"BKittera Wood and gtovetiH lodg«d widt tho Grand Secietery, to 
he kid befoie dw Gaud hoifo, a^^^tia agunat tlie decinon of ft« 
Board, in which ^>Bf zeapeobrel; atated, the ground of anoh ^peak, 
in conJFarmity with the laws of the Grand Lodge, pp. 101 and 102. 
Rto. Crncefii alto lodged an appeal, in which, howerer. he did not aet 

,_ -— . d(o, Ottthe groond that it WM 

not in oonfonnity wiui Tequiaites hi the Book of C4MBtitat»oiw,p. U&, 
a qneetioB not inTolnug any legal principle, hot standing aolelj on 
tite gninnd of maaooic law, whi^ oxpresslj reqnirea tiiat the ^pMl 
moat atate the apeoifio ^eraooa -oompluned oT 



[ admitted tito i»aiaaon of aueh apecifioation, btd 

addreaaed the Grand Msster, declaiiiu; that ha h»d never used lan- 
guage derogator; to the M. W. Giaod Master, (of iriiioh ha wM not 
aoonsed, and on wliidi his sentence, was not founded,) and <m hia 
attem] • - 

thept 

To ^his statement Dr. Crucefix replied : — 

" I did not admit the omission of Boofa apeoifioatioa, neithw did I 
attempt to diacow (ha evidonoe. 

" With regard (o the firat of these statements, I aver (hat bD that 
ia required by tbe law, is to state the grieTanoe of wliloh I complain. 
■Dd, antil I can be satisfied that the particnlar grieTanoe and the 
pound of ohjeotion aia one and the anne tlung, I most b^iere Oat 
n^ jLBpeal was regular. 

"The real point, bDwevei, is, whether I did state the grievanoe at 
which 1 complained T I was oharged with having taken the cliair at 
a public meptiiig, where it was alleged that c«rt^n words were used 
disiesMotful to ^e Duke of Susaex, without caUitig tbe BT«thTei> who 
Baed wiem to order. I denied that snoh words were used, and it waa 
proved thej were not; and fet I was suiipended from mj maaooio 
riuiotiuus and piivilegeB for an months. Is this no grievance t 

"Hj grounds of appeal might l>e various; for instance, the fioard 
might have no jurisdiction in tine matter ; a majoritj might hare Oohm 
prenored to paaa aentrnae without hearing evidence ; a m^oritf mighti 
aa the V did, luiBa sentence contrary to the evidence ; tbe sentenoe n^ght 
have been dUproportioned to the offence. These, and manj more, 
naght be reasons fur objecting to the sentence ; but the real, die only 
grievance was, tbe eenlenee itself, whkh I had jurt reeeJTed, bM 
a^Moat which I appealed." 

Dt» Cnicefix subsequently published the proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge in the Freemaaoat' Quarterly Revimo, 
for which alleged oSence he wm again cited before a 
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Bmi^ of Qsneral Parpoan, to be bolden at Freemaaotui' 
Hsll, on the ISth July, to answer the new charges which 
woald then and there be prefeired against him. Tbii 
BummoDB Dr. Cnicefix .renued to obey; staling, that 
"Havii^ given up all memberahip in Engliah Craft 
Masonry, I deny the power €>[ the Board of Cteneral 
pDrposes to call me to aeooont in any way whateyer; 
and I, therefore, decline, upon this ground, attending an 
that Board, as Bommoned by a letter from the Q-nod 
Secretary, imd«r date of the 1 1th inataat ; and as peremp- 
torily BtunmonecT, by a second letter, from the same party, 
ondor date of the IStb inst." 

Out of these proceedingB, great diverdty of opinion has 
BDhimpily arisen. All Masons agree in mat fundamental 
principlfl o( the Society, that the Grand Master most be 
npported ; not only l>ecause his talents, ze^, and long 
semtude merit ihe gratitude and veneration of the Craft, 
but because such support constitutes the hinge on which 
the presperity of Freemasoniy turns. Bat it is urged 
that the dignity of the Qrand Master is best displayed in 
the unity of the Brethren; and a doubt exists whethw 
the late proeecations will have a tendency to cherish afid 

gromote that moat desirable virtue. G-reat numbers of 
rethren, both in London and the Provinces, thought the 
measure harsh, and were of opinion that i^e puouhment 
exceeded the offence ; while, on the other hand, it was 
argued hf a party, no less numerous, that a regud for 
^acipline maae occasional instances of severity necessary, 
■6 an example to others who might be inclined to ques- 
tion the supremacy of the Grand Lodge, and its power 
to punish offences committed within its jurisdiction. 
Some Brethren thought it strange that Dr. Cntcefii, 
being in the chair when it was alleged that Bro. Aid. 
Wood used expressions of disparagement to ihe Grand 
Master, should be punished ior omitting to call that 
Brother to order, after Bro. Wood had been acquitted of 
Dsing the words imputed to him; while, on the other 
huid, it was answered, that if he was pronounced guil1>> 
less, Bro. Stevens was convicted, which circumstance waa 
sufficient to justify the Grand Lodge in its confinnatioD 
of the sentence which had been pronounced by the Board 
•f General Puiposes on Bro. Crucefix. 
In a word, the opinions on all the points conneoted 
8 
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with thia most amtTopitiouB o&ir, were conflicting and 
onsatiBfootoiy. 'three of the LondoQ Lodtres passed a 
public vote of thanks and sympathy to Dr. Cruce6x, and 
a j^neral Bobscription is now in progress amongst the 
fraternity at laree, to present him with a peimanent 
testimonial of tbeir esteem. The suspenflion of the 
three Brethren by tfae Board occurred oo the 10th 
March. On the 25th of the same month, Dr. Cmcefix 
was re-elected Treasurer to the Asylum ; and on the 
90th April, they were all elected on ^e House Commit- 
tee, by the Q-ovemors of the Female Charity, at one of 
the lareeat meetings on record, Bro. Bond Cabbell being 
in the ^i^ ; who also presided over the Board of Generu 
Purposes when they were suspetuied from their masonic 
prmleges) and at the ensuing ballot for Auditors, Dr. 
Cmceu appeared at the head of the list. At the Com- 
mittee Mec^gs of May and June, the same Bro. was 
called to the chair. 

Happily, for the best interests of the Craft, a true 
' masonic ieeling finally manifested itself in all the parties 
to this unfortunate dispute. At an Especial Grand 
Lodge, holden at Freemasons' Hall, on the 30th of Oc- 
tober, Dr. Cmcefix offered an apology for having written 
and published a letter, which was onensiTe to His Royal 
Highness the Grand Master, and also for having published 
tile proceedings of the Grand Lodge of June last in the 
freematoni' Quarterly Review, contrary to the ancient 
charges and constitutions of the Craft-, and stated, that, 
"as during his masonic career it had been his study to 
conduct himself as an useful and deserving, and also as 
a true and approved Brother, obedient to the Boards, and 
other Authorities of the Craft ; he could not but regret 
that he had been betrayed, by circumstances, into caumng 
the publication to be isBued." This apology being ac- 
cepted, it was resolved, that the Grand Lodge should 
proceed no further in the matter. 

The Fifth Anniversary of tiie Asylum was held at 
Freemasons' Tavern, in the month of June, Bro. the Hon. 
Henry Fitzroy, M. P., being cbairmui on the occasion; 
who, in the course of the evening, lamented the unfortu- 
nate opposition which the Institution had to encounter. 
In proposing the health of the Queen Dowager, the Hon> 
Churman said: — 

>' Tbe next toast lie Iwd to propose, was Uie name of am iDnstrioai 
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lady, wfacMe nuM never app«ai«d In jrabEo ex^Pt as Bssocnsted wftli 
some ftot of benevolenM at woA of eh&ri^. WhetfasF that ohajitr 
wu prored bj aflbrdiDg meaiu for proriding sddilioDal inRtniotion to 
tlM nstng geaeTBtion, or whether hj putting hei hiuid in her pooket, 
to reliere the meaueHt HQl^ect in the land, it wsathe aame — an appeal 
wu nerer nude to her, bbt that appeal waa sure to be answered in 
the moat liberal and moions maimer. A few day a einoe, at the re- 
qnest of Kime of his Brethren, \>j whom he was now anirounded, be 
hod taken the libertj, throu^ Lord Howe, to \»,j before Her Uqjeatj 
the Queen Dowager the oUmia of thia ohatitj, and to ask for it Her 
Hqesty's ooontenaQoe and protection, hj the smallest donation, which, 

Kita example, would be produotiTe of the most beneficial resulta. 
) was induced to do this, not onlj from a knowledge of Her Hajestjr'i 
charitable diapontion, bnt ^so ^m a knowledge of the faot that her 
late oonaort. King WiUiam the Fourth, was a brother of the Ciaft. 
Be had, on these two grounds, felt tiuit it waa not unlikelj that Her 
Majesty wonld lirten to the request, and the reatdt showed that ha 
waa not mistaken in his aatioipation, for Ltwd Howe had forwarded 
to hiir (the chairman) in Her H^esty'a namsi the liberal donation of 
£20., flipiessing also Her Majesty's moat gradona wishes for tho 
welfare -^ the Inatitntion. 

The Hon. Chairm&a's advocacy of the A^lum waa 
peculiarly happy. He obseTved, that, 

" There was an impression existing in &e nunda of some of their 
Brethren, slthough a very erroneous impreBsion, that the advocacy 
of a new charity would tend to deprive the other charities of tiiose 
revenues which have hitherto flowed into their aid ; but he (the Chair- 
man) did not believe that snch wonld be the case. Lord Durham had 
himself said, in a memorable speech of his, that the exercise of oharity, 
aad the practice of benevoleuce, ahooldbe as wide and general among 
HoaoBB, as the prinodple of admission waa oomprehenaive. He knew 
that the beui of a Uason was ever open ta the cry of distrfeis, and 
that there was no Institution which should be once proved beneficial 
to his fellow man, that he would not gu out of his way to support. 
But, whUe ell objects of Christian charity had claims upon his sym- 
paitiiies, there were some objects which more immediately called tAeoi 
into action ; and although youth and manhood had their snfFeringt, 
what oould be a more distressing picture than destitution and indigent 
old age? Let tbem picture to themselves a man, who, possess^ of 
every virtue, after toiling np hill through a long, virtuona, righteous, 
and udustriouB life, and practicii^ the sublime preoepts of their Craft, 
■oddenly deprived of every comfort, and even neoeaei^, iu old age. 
Behold him destitute of every su^pirt at a time when he most reqnired 
it! Behold their destitute and indigent Brother, with no brotherly 
hand to smooth his passage down the rugged hill of life, and sar 
whether this was a picture which any Bro^ier of the Craft could look 

ria coolly. Was this picture overohaiKed T Wa« it not, a very 
it time since, that such .was the fate of a Brother, who had often 
graced that room with his presence ! Let them, however, celebrate 
{he eternal honour of those who had rescued the Craft from the stignu 
of bring the only body wtiioh had sot mode » proviaion for old ^;«. 
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Tha pnrw of (^■titndi* wooM aot ntam napfy banded on Aom wfio 
l^d b«gian this woik ! Tbej- iroidid b« tenfold remrded by the recol- 
laotion, in the k«t dark Tuiim of life, that (li*I b^ reioued tbeir 
Brother from a state of wretobednew and aojeity, whiflh wouU OMt 
«t least ooe rar of bii^biBM f>veT tb» Ma wene. Cbari^. be had 
Widf was the ke7>tonB on wbioh thf Onft wa» iwMd. Tbe Cnft 
wu founded on one of tb^ two OMt Conunwidaunta, 'Ijors thy 
Belabour as th;rMlf;' and it wuA« boolean dut^irf aveif membw 
of it to think of their aged and deititnte Bntbrw- Aarlunu bad 
been pronded for tbe 70011;, bat me that a ivaaon why ther abould 
not maka pioriaion ba the old ; aad endewonr to fuiiiih aKppoft 
and ocmaolalion to Iboae who, in tba day of prospari^, bad Ubanlly 
contributed to their friends in wtat and dlstnoB— £i» thoet who had 
•(lived At that dark and ^oomj state of hnman life, ao beautifiillv 
daaoribed in the Ssfired Books I Wbes ' die jetm AeH draw oi^ 
in whiob I ihall aar I have no pleorare in them ; wfaeu tba snn, and 
d»0 lif^t, wd the noon, and tbe itaM, an daikMiad. and the ob>udi 
mtom not after tbe i«in~wbB& Ibe keepen «f the honse ahall 
taemUv, and tbe stiou men bow tbevsalvaa— when they dudl ba 
tfnad of that wbieb ia high, and fban ahsB be in tiie mj, and the 
almond-tree ahall flooiisb, and the gnuwhoppar ihall ba a borden. 
and dMdre shall hH, beoaoaa man «>etb to lua long borne, and tba 
(nooRien go about the stzeeta.' Huoh bad already been done, but 
much stiU remained to be dDn«. He (the Han. Cbainnan] feared not 
the opposition whiob tbey might meet wiAi — be feared not anj oppo* 
iition or iDkewarmnese witlioat — be feared not anr opposition witlun 
—for be oonld not feel that bny Mason wbo bivd taken one (tep in tba 
Onft oottld sa^ that thej (tbe promotera of tbe Asylum) were not 
noting on tbe very spirit and constitution of Masonry, wben thej 
were providing an Asylum for those who had been ^eir worthy' 
Brothers." 

The aubscriptionfl at thit meetiiig amowited to about 
•even huadred pounds. 

About this time Freemaaotiry lost one of its most 
active and valuable membera, iu tbe (leath of the Pro- 
Omnd Master, the Earl of Durham, who departed tia» 
life, somewhat suddenly, at Cowes, in tbe Isle of Wight 
His Lordship was attended by a local physician, who did 
not consider him in immediate danger; and the sad criaii 
which followed was but little anticipated by his iamily; 
by whom, however, tbe deceased noDleman had the oon- 
Bolation of being surrounded la his dying hour. 

His lordship's masonic career was long and brilliant 
Ba was appointed, by t^e Duke of Sussex, to the offiM 
of P. Q-. M. for Durham, in 1818, and euoceeded to tbt 
Dmuty and Fro-Grand Mastership of Masons for Eng- 
land; and discharged the weighty duties of all these 
officM with univenal satiafaotion and i^plaiue. The 
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senM of Autf and propriety which ever acttiHtod ant 
noble Brother, was thus expressed by himself, when the 
Brethren io the province of Durham presented his Lord- 
ship with a splendid masonio Jewel, "as a token of their 
fraternal connderation for hie oooBtant attention, and 
persons! kindness to the Craft ; and to mark ' the hi^ 
sense of aratitnde they entertained for his di^ified and- 
zealous dwcharge of the important duties of Proyincial 
Grand Master." On this ocoAsion, his Lordship said : — " I 
have ever felt it my duty to support and encourage the 
principles and practice of Freemasonry, because it pow- 
erfully developes all Bocial and benevolent affections;—^ 
because it mitigates without, and annihilates within,- the 
virulence of political and theological controversy ;— 
because it affords the only neutral ground on which all . 
nmks and classes can meet in perfect equality, and asso- 
ciate without degradation or mortification, whether for 
the. purposes of moral instruction, or of social intei^ 
course." 

In this distinguished and noble Brother, the Free and 
Accepted Mason lost a sincere friend, and the Order a 
etrennous and consistent defender. In every department 
of the Craft, where his services were in requisition, the 
benefits conferred by his zeal and assiduity were evident 
*and lasting. His presidency was characterized by mild- 
ness and good humour, which found its way to everjr 
heart ; while his authority Was Mserted with a firmnesa 
and tact which no one cared to question, because everr 
display of power was accompanied by a suavity which ' 
won over the affections even of thoee who were justly 
exposed to his censure. The esteem of the tratemity 
in the Provinces over which he presided has not expend^ 
itself in mere expressions of sympathy and regret, or in 
addresses of condolence tb his inconsolable widow; but, 
at a meeting, held in Newcastle, to promote the erection 
of a monument to his memory, upwards of £4,000 were 
snhsifribed for that purpose, which sam has been since 
increased, by contributionB from every part of the coun- 
try. 

He was interred in the &mily vault at Chester-le- 
Street. More than three hundred of the Brethren at- 
tended the fiineral, and the carriages of his relatives and 
fiieads aowonted to 176. The number of perBons in 
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carri^ea would probably be about 450; and there were 
buodreds who walked the whole war alongeide. The 
diat&ace between Lambton Caetle and Cbester-le-Street 
is two milea aod a half; and aome idea of the length of 
the profieaaioa may be formed from the fact, that the 
tenantry on horseback had reached Cheater before the 
last of the carriages had left the Castle. The whole 
length of the road, on each Bide, was thronged with 
persons, and the street, windows, house-tops, wherever, 
in short, a coign of vaoti^e could be found, was covered 
with spectatorB. Black flags were hung out from the 
beaytiml spire of the church, and Scorn several of the 
private houses ; and the number of perBOUS gathered in 
the town and immediate neighbourhood, has been eati- 
mated at from 30,000 to dO,000. 

To express its sense of the irreparable loss of this great 
Freanason, the Grand Lodge, anxious that every testi- 
mony of respect should be paid to the memory of the 
deceased noble and exalted Brother, ordered that its 
metnbers, and those of every subordinate Lodge, should 
be placed in mourning for six months. 

Whilst these afiairs occupied the attention of the fiB- 
temity in our own island, intelligence was received from 
India, that the appointment of Provincial G-rand Masters 
for the different districts had been attended with a very • 
Ijeneficiid effect to Freemasonry. New Lodges were 
constituted, and initiationa became numerous and fre- 
quent. Dr. Grant, Dr. Burues, Major Macdonald, 
' Major-Qeneral Lindsay, Hobert !Neave and other eminent 
Brethren, were placed in offices of trust, and they have 
done ample justice to their appointment. The accounts 
of their proceedings are most gratifying, and the Breth- 
ren in that distant part of the globe sustain the repute- 
tioQ of Freemasonry in a manner which excites the 
astonishment of the natives, who cannot be persuaded 
but the Masons are members of an unholy league with 
some forbiddes power.* A temple for the meetings of 

■ An BiDiuiiig aneodote is related in the FreenuaoTit' Review iot 
1839. "The bwer order of the Hindooi beinf at slosa to oompTO- 
hend &e ocoasion of the Freemasoiis' meebngs, coacaived ueii 
myeteriei are expotnded by AaaoiaggestaTen, and likening them to 



natoheB. ther b^Ib the Freemasona' oeremoDial as Uio 
' ' ' ' the leather donoe, in teferenoe to the ^iiod. 
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the Craft is m oontemplation, to which Bchoola and 
dwe11ins;fl are tobe att&cbed, for the gratuitous edncatioa 
and maintenance of the children ofindigei^ Brethren, 
and orphans; and a Fund of Benevolence is proposed 
for the general relief of worthy and distreaaed Freemfr- 
sons. 

It is to the honour of Freemasonry that a man of Sir 
Walter Scott's talents and genius hsid such aa affection 
for the Craft, that he spent, as be himself often testi&ed, 
many of his most delightful hours within the walk of 
the Lodge, in the enjoyment of 

*'The feast uf reason, and the flow of eonli" * 

and it is equally to the honour of the masonic body, that 
its members have .been amongst the foremost'to confer 
posthumous honours on the memory of a G-reat Light, 
which glads mankind by its appearance, only at long and 
distant intervals. Our annals include a Wolsey, a Locke, 
an Ashmole, a Newton, and a Wren-; they also include, 
— and there are many Brethren living who have had the 
happiness to sit in a Lodge with him, — a Scott. The 
hida^ recesses of the human heart were laid bare before 
his wmtinizing eye, and his graphic fancy conveyed 
impressions to ike mind, which, once planted there, 
could never be eradicated. We have already seen one 
grand masonic meeting, to erect a trophy to his memory; 
* and his grateful countrymeir were again assembled, in 
the month of August in the present year, to lay the first 
stone of a Metropolitan Monument, which is designed to 
convey to posterity the gratitude that was felt towards 
this great and good man, tor the countless benefits which 
mankind have derived from his immortal works. The 

Tbfff also oonsIdeT that ' mama' is practiHed bv tliem, and Oier term 
tbe tiodffe bvilding ' Jadoo Gnrii,' Sorcerj or Magio-honBe. Lately, 
a pnnkah-puller, irbo waB squatdng outside the iMoquettiit^rooin of 
a Lodge, was observed ti] become gradually aleeiiy orer his duty, to 
file manifest inconvenience of the BrethreQ, and the punkah at lengtit 
— -*"' One of the firethren left the room, and found the 1^ 



puller faat asleep. A sharp touch irith tfae rope aroused the sleeper, 
who, Buddenlj awakened, and seeing the Brother in his foil panpher- 
nslia. his dream was over ; bewildered and alarmed, he soreamed ont, 



'Jadoo Ouifa! Jodoo Gurh !' and vanished. No consideration oonld 
orer induce him to repeat his visit to the portals of the Sotvaj 
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•olenmi^ was* in He Brineipal details, maBonic; buf, il 
Tu also atteoded, as Sir William Rae obseryed, "hj a 
coantlesB byet of all paitieflt all ranks, asd all asea, with 
a .lair jwoportioa ot the 'lovely and. tbe beautiful, vrh« 
came forward, an with one impulse, to exhibit their 
admiration and regard for tbe memory of thetr diatin- 
guisbed countryman, whose fame has stretcWd to the 
utmost bounds of tbe habitable globe — who has ertended 
tbe fame of his native conatry — whether he pourtrayed 
tbe character of her kij^, of her ancient noblett or 
painted the simple manners of her simple cottagers, of 
bis, own day. In all of these efforts, be alike applied 
faimsetf to attest his own sense of genuine patriotism, 
and to advance tbe cause of virtue and morality." 

This splendid and interesting ceremony, which was 
anticipated with great anxiety for many weeks, by all 
classes of tbe inhabitants, took place under the most 
iavourable circumBtances. During tbe forenooa tbe citv 
exhibited a constant bustle to and fro, which indicated, 
even to tbe most listless stranger, that something ujiu- 
Boal was on the tapis. About one o'clock, the shops 
throughout tbe line of procession began to shut, and 
continued so during the day. At one o'clock tbe masonic 
body assembled in tbe quadrangle of the College, where 
they were marshalled by their respective officers ; and 
never, on any former occasion in tbe annals of tbe city, 
did the masonic Brethren turn out in sucb imposing 
numbers. It is calculated that 1,500 Brethren took a 

Eart in the ceremonial of the day. This procession 
Bgsn to move from tbe College-square about a quarter 
past two o'clock, preceded by a strong body of tbe Edin- 
burgh police, in uniform, and the band of the Queen's 
Bays; the rear being similarly brought up, tbe band of 
tbe S9tb Foot taking their station in that part of the 
procession. A squadron of the Bays lined tbe streets. 

Previous to tbe procession leaving the quadrangle, tbe 
"BAmht Worshipful Master and Wardens of the Lodge of 
E<miburgh, Mary's Chapel, waited upoa the Most Wor- 
sbip&l the Qrand Master, and, in the name of the ancient 
Lodge, over which they presided, presented hii Lordship 
■with an elegant Silver Trowel. 

Tbe M. W. Grand Master was pleased to accept tbe 
same, and took tbe opportunity of thanking tbe Brethxea 
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of tibat Lodge for the nniform hin^ewi he had reeeiTed 
from them since his initiatioD into the masteries of Light, 
and at the same time begged to thank siich of the 
office-beaien of the Qiuia Lodffe as were piesent, 
for the support he had reeeived from them- on all 
occapiona. 
A few ounutes before three o'clock, the Grand Lodge, 



and other masonic bodies, took their stations on 



gallery, the Lord Provost, the Right Hon. Sir 
Jamea ^^rrest, of ComistoQ, Bart., taking his place in 
front, as Grand Master Mason of Scotland ; supported 
on the right by the Earl of Bothea, Deputy Grand 
Master; and the £arl of Stait, Acting Past Grand 
Master. The office-bearers of the Grand Lodge were 
the following: — 

Substitoto Grand Mairtor,— Sir Thog. D. Lander, Bart. 
Senior Onmd Warden, —Admiral Sir D. Milne, O. C. B. 
Aotiiut Janior Warden, — D. Anderson, Esq., of St. Germains. 
Acting (Jrand Treasurer,— H. D. IngliB, E«q., W. 8. 
Grand Secretary - - W. A. Lanrie, E«]., W.8. 
Grand Clerk • - - John Haitland. Eaq. 
Grand Bard - . - R. GilfiUan, Esq. 
Senior Deacon - - - J. Graham, Esq. 
AotuieJatiior Deacon - filr James Spittal. 
Grand Chaplain - - Rer. Alex. Stewart, of^Don^as. 
Grand Jeweller - - W. Conningliiun, Esq. 
Architect of Monument G. W. Kemp. 
Sonlptor John 9t«en. 

The masoqic procession had a most imposing appear- 
ance, and the beautiful uniform of the Celtic Lodge in 
particular, attracted much attention. The Brethren 
present included Deputations from Lodges in all parts 
of Scotland. After an eloquent and appropriate prayer, 
offered op by the Rer. Alexander Stewart, the Grand 
Chaplain, the ceremony of laying the foundation-stone 
commenced with the nsnal masonic rites; the Grand 
Master using the silver trowel above mentioned. 
Doring the ceremony the band played, with great 
taste, and solemn expression, the Stc^ian Mmner't 
Hymn. 

In the foundation-stone were deposited a glass jar, 
and a plate containing the foUowlDg inscription, besides 
a plate with the names of the office-bearers of the Gnmd 
Lo^e, &0. 
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Tlofl GrsTm Plate, 

Dapoated in the Bsee of a VofiTa BmUioff, 

On the fifteenth day of August, in the year of Chiut, 1840 ; 

And never likely to me the ught again, 

tm all the aunoundiitg etraotores are ominbled to dnat 

Bt the dwMiy «f time, or by htUtuui oi elemsBtal tioUaoe, 

May then testify to ft distant poaterity, that his CountiynMit 

began on that day 

To rwra aD Effigy and Architectural Monament 

TO THE MEMORY OP SIR WALTER SCOTT, BART, 

YHloee admirabte Writinea were then allowed 

To have given more deL^ht, and snggeited 

better feehng. 

To a larger clasii of Beeiders, in every rank of Society, 

Tium thoee of any other Author, with the eioeption 

of Shakspeare alone. 

And which were therefore tfannght likely to be remembemd 

Long after the act of gratitude 

On the part of the first generation of his Admlrere 

Should be forgotten. 

He was bom at Edinburgh, 15th August, 1771 ; and died at 

Abbotaford, 2lBt September, 1832. 

The Foundation of the Monument won laid by the 

Bi^t Hon. Sir Jamas Forrest, of Comiston, BarL, Lord Provoat 

of Edinburgh, and 

Obahd Mabteb Mason of Scon.AXS, 

The Sub- Committee, in charge of the Work, being « 

The Big^t Hon. Sir WilUam Rae, of St. Cathsrioe's, Bart ; 

Dr. Thomas Hope, Professor of Chemistry; 

George Forbes, Esq., Treasurer; 

Thomas Thompson, Esq., Advocate ; and 

William Bum, Esq., Architect 

With the aii ana advice of 

The Eight Hon. Lord Viscount Melville j 

James Skene, Esq., of Rnbislaw, Secratavy; 

Qeo^e Vf. Kemp, Architect; 

John Sl«ell, Sculptor; 

In the fourth year of the Reign of Queen Victoria the FirsL 

When the stone was lowered, and the ceremoay coni'- 
pleted, the band struck up the lively air of "'Tis good 
to be merty ftnd wise, — 'tis good to be honest and true," 
which was succeeded by three loud and hearty cheers. 

The next, and truly appropriate air, was the good old ' 
tone of "The Masons' Anthem." which the Qrand Mas- 
ter, Dignitaries, and all the Brethren present, accom- 
panied with the accustomed joyous action. 

The Lord Provost then adcureued Sir William Rae and 
the Committee as follows : — 

" HkTing had the honom of hdng plaoed at the head of the Order 
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•f Tnanaaotaj in Sootlaad, it hu fallen to mT lot to take » pnt in 
tka pn>o«ediiigB of thii dav, and to laj this fbundatioD-stoiifl. 
Othor, shall I b^, impariBbaible monumentst whioh hinualf ha* 
laiaed, will, no doubt, traDsmit to posteritj the fiune of Walter 
SootL This, however, whioh we hope to erect, will record a nalkin'a 



admiration; and a nation's gratitade. Sootlond claims him as par- 
tioularl; her own. This oity was his birth-plaoe ; here his youth— 
We his prufessionBl life was spent — here wsa seen the first develop- 



ment of that genius which was afterwards found capable of suoh 
migh^ achievements. I oongratalate joa, sir, and the other geatle- 
mon of the Committee, on the event of this day. Yon have at last 
witneseed thn oommencement of the work which has been . so long 
the object of JOMI anxiety and solicitude. By the labour of sever^ 
years, and the most mature deliberation, which jou oould exercise, 
f on have been able to devise the plan of an' edifioe, appropriate and 
noble, W0T&7 of the occasion, worthy of him in whose honour it ia 
to be raised, and worthy of the artist of whose genius it ia the fruit 
By your eiertions also, such a sura has been raised as wariants yon 
to begin and carry on the building; and I am confident that if more 
shall be required to complete the plan which the srohitaot first sug- 
gested, your ODontcymen will not be baokward in furnishing the 
neoessaiy means. The site appears most suitable, on one of the 
greatest thoroughfares, the daif^ resort of the population, surrounded 
by our romantic localities, which his pen so often delighted to de- 
scribe. To yon, sir, and to many aronad yon, this day will call up 
many grateful recollections. You will remember those i]ualitdea 
which tormed him to be the delight of society, and which Imi' bim in 
lasting boDila of affection with many tried and faithful friends. It 
would be, I feel, a pTesmnptuons, as happily it ia an unnecessary 
task, to delineate here the merits and charaoter of this iUustriona 
nian. He threw around his name a bright lustre, and his conntiT' 
shared in his renown ; to Boott and to Scotland the eyes of the civil- 
ized world were .directed. Strangers from all conntries visited hiiq 
when living, and they still look with eager curiosity to the place of 
his reNdence — tbey riew with interest every tiling connected vrith 
Ua name. How ^versified were his talents ! Lispired with the 
most enthosiastio admiration of our ancient national poetry, and of 
the manners and chivalry of former times, how did he create a new 
era in our Uterature, and dazzle us with the brilliancy and the fsith- 
folness of bis pictures of the times that had passed away I When 
■ated with the fame of his poetry, he was not inactive, but entered 
on a new path, and with rich profusion poured forth in endless sno- 
cession his stories of knowledge of the human heart, and deUneated 
with his powerful pen, the manners and the charnoters of ftrmer 
generations. If his Lfe bad been prolonged, it b not nnnstural to 



suppose that, ham some deligfatfiil sketehes which he gave, he mig^t 
have added to his fonie that of eioellence in historicaT composition. 
It is with pleasure we have met on this oooasion to perform the 
duty to which we have been called. This was the birth-day of Scott 
—this the anniversary of a day when a British Sovereign revisited 
onr long-deserted palaces — this, an extraordinary day in Ue calendar, 
was ^BO the birtfa-dav of Napoleon. The masonio body have had 
moob aatiifaotion in ooing bouonz tothisdaj, for. to his other olaima, 
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b« added that of a AfOtker ; Im wm b lealoM, & frtte-kMitecI Hemoit; 
Ua nasta mui enroUecl ia ou« of oax Lodges ; Qtiej had been tlatr 
•httrniad with hia Bocietj; they oomtod it an honour tJiat he had 
bMB enrolled among them. I bee to thank the Committee for thv 
readloeas with which Iher aooedM to mj proposal of &e Onnd 
Lodge ; and I rejotee to tmnk that Ae irtiale oeremonj', grand and 
Impoaug, has been ixwdnoted in a wa^ w(Mrth;f of the oooanon." 

Sir W. Rae then addresfted the Assembly at great 
length, after which the band was requested to plaj the 
national air, " Rale Britannia," and that being lollowed 
by a salute of seven guns from the Royal Artillery, th» 

Srocession moved off in reverse order to their respective 
estinations, and dispersed. 

In the evening, the members and friends Of the Celtio 
Lodge dined together in the Caltofi Convening Room, 
R. W. M. Donaldson in the chsir, supported by R. W. 
Lawrie, Orand Secretary ; R. Oilfillan, Grand Bard ; Mr. 
Kemp, Architect I Mr. Dick, of the Albion ; Mr. M'Leod, 
Mr. Ballautyne, and other members of the l^cott Com- 
mittee, &c., Ad. Deputations were also present from 
the Lodges of St. John's, Peebles ; St. Hiingo'a, Glft»- 
gow; and Perth. About a hundred sat down to an ex- 
cellent dinner, during which, and throughout the evening, 
the company were entertained with appropriate airs from 
a select band. Mr. Lawrie, in a neat speech, proposed 
"The Poets of Scotland," coupled with the names of 
Brothers Gilfillan and Ballantyne, then present. Bro, 
Gil&llan returned thanks, and " craved a bumper to the 
memory of him whose fame they were that day cele* 
brating, — Sir Walter Scott, — a man who had'sbed a lustre 
over hia country, that not only made those of other 
nations inquire about ' the land of mountain and of 
flood,' but had made them become pilgrims to the epots 
which hia genius had rendered immortal. And wnen 
we look at the splendours of our city, this day, lit up 
with sunshine, falling upon landscapes the most lovely 
ihnt could be beheld, we ought not to forget that this 
city — 'our own romantic town,' was the birth-place of 
the mighty Hinstrel, and in whose localities those works 
were planned and penned, which men of all nations had 
declared to be imperishable." The toast was drunk 
in silence, but three cheers were given to the f«ne of 
the Novelist and Bard. The evenmg was enlivened by 
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Mvenl eicelleoi Mngs, ud, aAer & eap of thanks to 
Bro. DoiuUdBOQ, for his labours thron^oat all the details 
of the oeremooy of thia dAy, as well as his locial quali- 
ties as chainaan, the meetiiig sepanAed at alercii o'clock, 
lutving speat a delightfiil and nigblj intellectual even- 
ing. 

An important qaestion was mooted in the present 
year, which still remains nndeoided, viz., whether the 
practice of Ereemasonry in the army be oonsiBtent with 
the observance of such a state of military discipline u 
is required aiooiig soldiers in the active service of their 
OOUQtry ¥ The question is new, because many regiments 
h4ve had Lodges attached to them from time immemo- 
rial; but, w£le equal aaiprise and regret have been 
e^resaed that meh an objection should be raised In the 
niaeteentfa centory, when Masonry is in its most palmy 
state, W0 frankly confess that we are rather inclined to 
hail the. discussion of any general ai^aiaent which may 
be urged against the Craft ; because an impartial inves- 
tigation of its principles cannot- fail to end triumphantly. 
The case was this: The 38th regiment, stationed m 
limerick, having had a masonic warrant, No. 441, of the 
Registry of Ireland, in the regiment for the last fifty 
years, sathough it being some time since the Brethren 
met as a Xiodge, through the exertions of their Colonel 
(Piper), who was the W. M. while in India, they revived 
the Lodge ; and having got the Brethren of the Ancient 
Limerick Lodge to assist, the Master and Officers werb 
installed on the S3d of June. The circumstances, hav- 
ing been inserted in a Limerick paper, came under the 
notice of Sir Edward Blakeney, who immediately wrote 
to know if such a transaction occurred amongst the 
officers and ULen of the 3Sth ; and being answered, that 
they considered, while the 43d, 79th, 4th Dragoons, and 
several other regiments, had msBonic Ledges attached to 
them, and particululy as they were under the special 
DFoteotion of the law, inasmuch as when all other Secret 
Societies were prohibited, a special exc^>tion was made 
to Masonry, they could not see any breach of military 
discipline; but, notmthstanding all these, and other 
arguments, being used. Sir JB^lward ordered f^ton to 
return iba wurant at once, and cease to meet as 
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Sir Edward Blftkene^ is an officer <^ high ud nnblem* 
iflhed reputatioD, and everj act of hia beara the aanetion 
of authority. It -ia clear, that in the opinioB of thii 
gallant Conmunder, the practice of Freemasonry ia in- 
oonaistent with the doe subordination which the Krvioe 
requiree from those gentlemen who hold Her Majesty's 
commission. In this point of view it may be safely 
proDOuneed, that Sir Edward Blakeney is nocere, and 
actuated by a strict sense of what he conaidere to be a 
paramount duty attached to the high station of truat in 
which he haa been placed bv the favour of hia monarch. 

The zeal thua displayed by this distinguished Officer, 
is, however, onfortonately, a zeal without knowledge. 
Freemasonry ia a avstem in which subordination ia, if 
possible, more strictly enforced than in the army. How 
atrinaent soever may be the details of military discipline, 
the discipline of Freemasonry is equally severe. The 
ancient charges provide, that the Officers of a Lodge, 
supreme and subordinate, are to be obeyed in their re- 
spective stations, with all humility, reverence, love, and 
alacrity. The Master, in the chair, is as despotic in his 
power, as the Colonel of a regiment; and if Masons meet 
in the Lodge on the level, so do the Officers at their 
meaa; and in each case, though a system of equality is 
observed, ao far as regards social intercourse, the dis- 
tinctions of rank are carefully observed, and the conrto- 
net due to each officer marked by a code of honour, 
which no one can violate with impunity. 

Again, — ^the ancient charges ana regulations of Mason- 
ry lay it down as an axiom, that " a Mason is a peaceable 
solnect to the civil powers, wherever he resides or works; 
and is never to be concerned in plots or conspiracies 
against the peace and'welfare of the nation, nor to be- 
have himself uodutifully to inferior magistrates." And, 
" though all Masons are as Brethren upon the level, yet 
Masonry takes no honours from a man that he had be- 
fore." It directs the Brethren to " cultivate Brotherly 
love, the foundation and cape-stone, the cement and 
glory, of this ancient fraternity ; to avoid all wrangling 
and quarrelling, ail slauder and backbiting, not permit- 
ting others to slander any honest Brother; but defending 
his character, aud doing him all good offices, as far aa is 
consistent with their honour u>d safety, aod no fiuiher. 
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Thftt all may Bee the benign inflneDce of MasoQrj', aa all 
tnie Masons have done from the beginoiDg of the worldt 
and will do to the end of time." 

Thus kept within compass by laws of very ancient 
date, society can have nothing to fear from the praciiee 
of Freemasonry. The proceedinga of the fraternity have 
been tested by the experience of ages ; and the monarch 
of every free counttr have extended their patronage to 
it, as an institation of peace and anity, whose tenets may 
improve the mind ana humanize the heart ; but cannot, 
by any possibility, be perverted to ^anctioD the designs 
of sedition, inBubordiaation to lawful authority, or any 
conspiracy which may endanger the security of the 
throne, or afiect the liberty of the people. 

It would be difficult to conjecture in what respect the 
■ervice woald be benefitted by the exclusion of Freema- 
aonry. Wodid the soMier be more zealous to execute 
the commands of his superior Officers if he were unac- 
qoainted with the obligations of Freemasonry? Would 
he be more strict in the performance of military disci- 
pline, or more punctual in the discharge of his usual and 
social dutiest If this were capable of proof, the decision 
of Sir Edward Blakeney would doubtless be correct. 
But the principles of Masonry tend to inculcate a differ- 
eat result. A Mason is bound, by his tenure, not only 
to yield obedience to his lawful superiors — not only to 
rule and govern his passions, to keep a tongue of good 
report, and to practice secrecy, (a most estimable virtue 
ID a soldier during the arduous period of actual service,) 
but be is also enjoined to act in every capacity according 
to the dictates of reason and religion, to caltivate har- 
mony, to maintain charity, and to live in unity and 
brotherly love. Now what is there in all this which is 
imiavourable to the existence of military discipline? 

But the subject will admit of a still more extended 
reference ; for Freemasonry does not rest its claims to 
public esteem on the existence of negative benefits. It 
IS believed, that instead of the service being deteriorated 
by an association with our noble Order, it would derive 
essential advantages from such s connexioD. In the 
details of warlike operations, who could be more safely 
entrusted to undertake a difficult and hazardous expedi- 
tion than those who have taken tiie tow of fraternity?-' 
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tiuut IboM who are solemnly pledged to the praetiee, 
not ooly of aeciecj, but of forhtude, aod pnideaee, aad 
justice? — than those who are bound to siu^rt each 
other in weal uid in woe, io proaperity aoo adversity; 
tad to Btaod by each othw to toe oeathf Such men are 
citable of any eoterpnze. They form the atrength oi 
the army. They are the Xiai and Euryali at the host; 
and the most implicit confidence may l>e placed in tbeir 
good taith, attended with a perfect assurance that it will 
never be violated. Life may be sacrificed, bat maaooio 
virtue cannot be moved. 

Nnltft mela sine te qnnretiir glorift retnu, 
8eu{MMak,nntMlIkgaiain: tiU maxbos rsntOL^ 
VerboniBiqae fldat. Sa. IT., 277. 

A writer in the Naval and Military Gazette has stated 
the subject in another, but equally lucid point of view. 
He says, " I must confess myself unable to comprehend 
the object of this most arbitrary proceeding on the part 
of Sir Edward Blakeney, and shall feel obliged if yoa 
will throw some light on it, and state what it is, con- 
Dected with Freemasonry, that has led Sir Xdward 
Blal^eney thus to condemn it as an improper Society foe 
military men to belong to. If be can show that itf 
introduction into the army has been in any way subver- 
uve of good order and military discipline, the question 
is of course settled; but I must remark., that if any saeh 
objection does exist, it is strange that it has never beau 
stated until now; and that it altogether escaped the 
notice of the following general Officers, wbo were, to the 
full, as anxious to maiotain strict discipline in the British 
army, as the gallaat Commander of the Forces in Ire- 
land : — ^His Royal HigbDess the Duke of York., the late 
Duke of Richmond, Earl of Harrington, Marquis of 
Hastings, Earl of Donoughmore, Sir John Stuart, Sir 
John Doyle, Lord Gombermere, (who was present lately 
when hia son, an Officer is the 7tii Hussars, was initiated 
into the mysteries, of Freemasonir,) uid many others, 
living and dead, were all members of the masouio 
Brotherhood, which Sir Edward Blakeney has taken 
upon himself to denounce as dangerous and hostile to 
the well being of the anny. Did Sir Edward Blakeney 
ever hear that the 46th foo^t less gallantly at Domi* 
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aim, TB 1805, iMeanm oppo«ed to 3 body of French, 
eooiuiing for tiie moBt part of FreemasoiiB, althouffb 
there was at the time a regimentid maBOnic Lodge in ue 
46tfa? or can he show, in the whole army, r^imenta 
wMdi haT« nnifonnly maintuned a higher ohameter for 
strict diseipliDe, good conduct, and bravery in the field, 
than the following regiments, (whidh I nune from me- 
mory) ^—l8t Dragoons, 28th, S9th, 38tii, 4Snd, Mth, 
Tlat, 79th, and '88th, to each of which there i«, or wa» 
late^, a masctnic Lodge attached t" 
' Thw« is much tmtb in this argnment ; and we hope 
that Sir Edward Blakeney will take H ibto his most 
aerions considentioit ; for althongh, from the t^ratiim 
of iim pTohibitory meaaure, We do not «ntertun the 
slightest apprehension for the welfare ef Freem^soDry, 
yet we bope, for the satisfaction of his own mind, this 

fallant Officer will prooure admission into the Craft, th^t 
B may experience, in his own person, the stability of 
that bond of masonic union, which cements the chain of 
brotherly love, and would cotistitute the most efficient 
bulwark to his aathority, if put into active exercise, in 
all the regiments under hie command. 

A splendid token of respect was this year presented 
by the Brethren 4t Bombay to Bro. Dr. Bumes, P. G-. M. 
for the Western Provinces of India, consisting of three 
massive Silver Pillars, representing the three most noble 
orders o{ Arcitectnre, surmounted by the 6gureB Faith, 
Hope, and Charity, and e&ob bearing on its pedestal mi 
appropriate device. Ob the first side, the following 
inscription >— 

"TU* Pilhr, along with two others, repreaenting the diroe most 
itoble orden of . Ar<£itectiiTe, wis, on tha Festinl of St. John the 
S?uigeliBt, A. lu 5838, aMnimopgly voted bj the Brethren of the 
Lodge Fereeremnce, of Bombay, 546, to their Biaiit WorBhipftil 
MMter, Brother Jawes Bchneb, LL. D., F. R. 8., K. G. 0.. Mid P. G. M. 
tar Western India, h a token of th^r firmtemar dibotiinii and to mark 
their deep-felt regard for his brotherly conduct to themsehea. V well 
M their Ugh seaaa of hie brillituit and BacoeaeM efforts in the cmim 
of Charity, Friendship, and Lore to all men." 

" On the second sid»— the Annorial Bearinga of Bid. Barnes. 

" On the third aide— The Arms <^ the Lodge PersevMMnoe, being 
the aqiuve and oonpaaa eocitcled by a ribbftnd, w»n»^nii,g the naine 
and number of Uie Lodge. 

"On the fourth aide— A suitable masonic Derice, differing in eacb 
t. John*! Masonry.* 
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Serent oQier tefltiinoQi»la have gneed the preaeBt 
year. A Gold Bos was-preflent«d to Bn>< G-. W. Creigh- 
toQ, E*q-> BarriBter-at-Iaw, Leicester Lodge, Ireland; 
aod mpmb Silver Vase and Cover to Bro. Gt. J. Bald- 
win, Esq., of " Fifty ,** Dublin; a Past Mastw'i Jewel 
to Bro. Molineux, P. Gt. D. of Ceremonies, Lodge of Sin- 
eerity, Liverpool ; a Silver Eperone and CandeUbnim to 
Bro. Cuff, late of Freemasons' TavNn ; a Silver Dinner 
Service to Bro. Sir Herbert Comtrton, P. O. M. for the 
Coast of Coromaodel ; and a Gold Wateh and Silver^ 
chased Casket to Bro. Ribbans, of Birmingliam. 

Tbe numerooi testimonials to deserving Brethren 
which have been recorded in the anni^s of tbe last ten 
yeari, from tbe Grand Master down to the Secretary of 
a Private Lodge, form a powerful evidence of tbe bene- 
fits which have been accomplished witbin that period, by 
the united effects of zesl and assiduity. Ho one can 
minutely investigate the science of Freemasonry without 
becoming wiser and better. The charsa operates im- 
perceptiDly opoA the heart, and, as its details become 
undliarized to the recollection, the avidity for further 
information increases) and the studious Brother soon 
arrives at tbe-sommit of- tbe Ladder, and reoeives his 
reward, as well in the secret consciousness of mental 
improvement, as in tbe public approbation of his aiasonic 
companioos. 

Several foundation-stones were Laid this year, with 
masoaic honours, which it would be unnecessary to de- 
s<»ibe, as the ceremonials bear a strikiog resemblance to 
each other. In March, this solemnity was performed at 
Heckmondwike, by the Right Hon. Bro. Lord Mex- 
borougb, P. G. M., West Torkshire, in levelling tbe foot 
stoneof a Blanket Hall; in May, of -a Bridge across tbe 
Leven, in Scotland, by Bro. the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Rothes, P. G. M. for Fife; of a new Church, at Thoro- 
bill, in Scotland, by the W. M. of St. John's Lodge in 
tiiat .Town; of a Com Exchaiwe, at Wakefield, by tbe 
above-named active and talentedP. G. M. for West Yoik- 
ahire, Lord Hezborongh; in June, of Queen's Hospital 
at Birmingham, by Bro. the Bight Hon. Earl Howe, P. 
Senior Grand Warden, and of a Public Monument to the 
Memory of Bro. Trevor Correy, Esq., K. T. and K. M., 
at Nawry, by the Rev. Dr. Campbell. In all thflM 
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inftances, where Masonrr fass been brought into requiai- 
tioD, in the way of public BolenmitieB, tt is evident that 
the Craft ie held in high esteem, and conridered an indis^ 
pensable adjunct to oonaecrate the details of ceremonial 
observancea, and to oonrey weight and authority to 
events, which are in themselves of peculiar importance 
to the parties immediately iDterestra, as well as to the 
eommnnity at lane, in whose neighbourhood the im- 
provements take place. 

A veneral view of the present state of Freemasonry 
will form a proper eonclusion of our labours. In our 
own country it has araumedacommanding position, which 
combines strength, stability, and usetulneBS. The judi- 
cious application of its benevolent funds has given it a 
character for consistency, in the onion of profession and 
practice, which has placed it on a proud elevation amonffst 
the loBtitotious of the country, and invested it with the 
patronage of the wise, the talented, and the wealthy. 
Princes, -peers, and prelates, have not thought it beneatii 
their dignity to bestow the advantage of their influence 
and example in promoting its charitable purposes ; nor 
has the aristocracy of tolent been withheld from the 
ffraveF researches into its history, literature, and scienoe. 
It provides for the destitute, it trains up the rising 
generation to virtue and uselulness, the orphan's wants 
are not' disregarded, nor do the widow's tears flow in vain. 
The argument so often used at the beginnino; of the 
present century, that Freemasonry is behind me times, 
that the exclusive and secret character of Freemasonry 
is not in accordance with the spirit of the age, that while 
other BifteDces are progressing with great rapidity, Free- 
noasonry remains stationary, and makes no advance what- 
ever — cannot ^ply to the Society as it is practised now. 
We need only take a deliberate new of the present state 
of the Order, compared with its exclusive tendency at 
that period, to be convinced tiiat the argument is erro- 
neous. 

Freemasonry holds - on a progressive and improving 
course ; and it is a question whether the science does not 
advance at leaat as rapidly as any other individual insti- 
tntion in this country, where literary societies are so 
abundant. Ifweconsiaerthe highly respectable character 
of oor Grand and Frov. Clrand Lodges, composed, as they 
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aTOt of noble and talented Brotbon, m ahall see tiutttiua 
OTonioa is very generally entertained amongst the Cnft. 
Kay, at the present moment, th«re exirto — not in thia or 
tbat provinoe merely, but tfaroughont the whtde Maaonio 
cbrnmuaiW — an intense ezoiteaaent reelecting the idii- 
loaophy of Maaonry, which ia daily spreadins and iuereaaiBg, 
under the infloenoe f)£ Utenunr chaiaotwa irao have enrollM 
their names amongat us. To those who regard the Lodge 
merely as a bacchanali&i meeting, Freemaaooiy is stiU 
behind the timea. But to that ntKile band, who consider 
Freemasonry as it really is, an engine to enlighten the 
mind, and disseminate science and morals through every 
department of life, it is not only eqoal with the times, 
but it soars beyond the narrow and aelGah puiHuita of 
bigotry and superstition, and opens the arnu of benevo- 
lenca to embrace, .in one wide atad aoiveraal bond, the 
fraternity of every clime, every religion, and every grade 
of political feeling. 

In the sister kingdoms, the science presents an aspect 
equally favourable, and its Lodges nourish under tiie 
patronage of nobility, who attend the meetings, and, by 
their personal example, enforce those beneficent regular 
tiona which distinguuh the proceedings of Freemasonry, 
and raise it above the level of ordinary Societies where 
men aasooiate themselves together for benevolent or 
scientific purposes. The stately banquet — the fancy 
ball — the procession by torcb-ligbt — all serve the par- 
poses of sacred charity ; and thus Freemasonry, in both 
branohes of the United Kingdom, while it contributes to 
the amusement and gratification of the rich, sheds its 
blessinga on the poor and needy. The det^lS of the 
Order are conducted with a magnificence worthy of a 
great and noble Institution, displaying its honours m Hm 
stately halls of the prince's palace, as well as in the 
aecluded retreat of tyled Lodges. Is tbeloyalty of Free- 
masonry questionedt The answer is ready. It ispatrou- 
ized and conducted by those who have the greatest stake 
in the country, and with whom disloyalty would generate 
less of honour, wealth, and distinction. The grand pillar 
of Masonry contributes to the support c^ our -ciTil and 
social establishments, connecting tne Order with all that 
is dear to the heart in our altars and our homes. The 
state, during the period which these sheets are intended ' 
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to lllTUtnte, bu recMsued the fidtiifUl character, and 
confiding loyaltr of Iriaii Maroniy , and oonfetTed i^M priv)- 
lese of ezamptHHi from penalties which attach to oUien 
who have not had tiie advantage of initiation into iti 
mysteries. 

Freemasonry hai had obstaelee to contend gainst ia 
the 3outh of £urope, which have materially curtailed it* 
op^tioo, and retarded itp progrras. A jealousy has been 
entertained against the existence of Secret Societies of 
every deacriptioo, because it is well known, that in the 
Lodges of the Illuminati, dangerous principles were ut- 
culcated, to which the revolution in France, and alt its 
attendant evils and miseries, have been attribnted ;* and 
the terrors inspired by the Vehme Gerichte left behind a 
lasting and unfavourable impressioB. In Oermany, how- 
ever, while the scenes which were enacted on ita own 
soil, lUarmed the rest of Europe, Freemasonry has been 
cultivated with great assiduity and success ; and this is 
almost the only continental nation where ita principles 
have been tolerated. Here ita details are conducted with 
mperior splendour. Superb halls have been erected for 
the periodical meetings of ita members; and their 
appointments and decorations are. on a scale of profuse 
magnificence, which yield only to the grandeur of a royal 
palace. In their processions, stately canopies of satin, 
velvet, fine linen, and gold, of all the masonic colours, home 
OVOT the persons of the Qrand Masters, and the presiding 
0£Scersoi every Private Lodge ; the Ark of the Covenant 
veiled from profane eyes by a crimson velvet pall, firinged 
and tasselleM with silver; the silken banners laced and 
fringed with gold and bullion ; and the flowing robes of 
the Grand Officers, all combine to render them a scene 
of grave and pompous display, that commsnd and secure 
Feapect and veneration. The ceremonies to be used on 
all public ocoasious Etre prescribed in writing, on the 
aothority of " the Great Master," and they contain mat- 
ton of importance which might be profitably introdaood 
into £nglish Masonry. 

In India, the sciMioe languished from the time of the 
Uarquis trf' Hastings' Vice-royalty, until a very leoei^ 
period. The accounts which we now receive nam that 

* VM. Pmsttm, 14d> and IMi Edit, p. 388. 
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part of the Empire are highly gretiiyiiig. The spirit of 
Maaomy is buBUy st work, and the Brethren appear to 
be, one and all, actaated by an earnest desire to augment 
the resonrces of the Craft, and to atone for their ronner 
EmpinenesB, by a zealous discharge of eveiy masonic duty. 
The aathoritids hare been strengthened by the Grand 
Lo^ie of England, and the ma<^inery ia now in full and 
efficient operatien. New Lodges spring up in the nlost 
distant provinces, and the Brethren increase in numbers 
and respectability. Actuated by the purest motives of 
mutual aid, and mutual enjoyment, our Indian Brethren 
use their Masonry to confer sterling benefits <hi mankind, 
by making it condacive to the practice of morality. It 
is, indeed, the true object of every Institution to induce 
men to perform their social and civil duties more perfectly, 
and this appears to be the aim and end of Masonry in the 
East. Even the convivialitieB of the Society axe accom- 
panied by the exercise of benevolence, and hence its 
mcreasing reputation will be hailed and blessed in that 
widely-extended principality, as one of the means .by 
which the cnvilization of its native population will be 
ultimately accomplished. 

In America, Freemasonry has received an impulse from 
Gfeat Britain, which has revived the spirits of its friends; 
who, a few years ago, entertained apprehensions for its 
existence. Masonry equally dislikes a republic and a 
despotism, and Sourishes moat under the sway of a mild 
ana geBtle monarchy. Each State in the New World 
has its G-raad Lodge, and none are superior to the rest. 
Hence there exists a diversity of usages, which operate 
unfavourably to the general spread of science, by that 
want of unanimity and authonty which are essential to 
its prosperity. On the whole, however, Freemasonry at 
the present period is progressiDg, and the establishment 
of one Qenerat Grand Lodge, which should be invested 
with supreme power to legislate for the benefit of the 
provinces, would afford a consistency that could not 
operate otherwise than favourably for the Craft. 

Freemasonry is sponging up in our colonies, and prom- 
ises well. To our Brethren m these distant regions we 
wish health and prosperity, assured that the practice of 
our mysteries cannot tail, while it reminds them of their 
native country, to be a solace and comfort under any 
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pny»ti(«8 whidi xpuy spring Ironi a duiue of habit and 
sodttl enjoymentB. Iq Caiiada and the West Indies the 
Lodges are numeroas, but the Brethren are not saffioiently 
im the alert. Prom the Gape of Glood Hope" aad Sydney, 
the accoonts are more gratifying, and tne few Lodges 
onder our banner, dispersed over Eiirope, rix., at Gi< 
braltar, the Canarr Islands, Malta, Cor^i, &c., u-e occa- 
donally at work, but they are too distant and detaohed 
from tiie Masonic body to to produce any remarkable 
fruits. 

Royal Arch Masonry lq our own country has recently 
and^gone some revision, which promises to effect a per- 
manent good. Complaints have been common amongst 
the Frafiermty that the Chapters areindiffereatly attended, 

* The fbUowiuf^ uttereeting aooonnt of Datoh Maaoiuy nt the Cu>e 
of Good Hope, la ^ven In the fVeeiruaont' QuaTlrrly RnitKi tot 
Deoember, 183S :— >' In Table VaUej, iu a beantifiil gio*e, stands tbe 
Dutch Lodge, coiuiBtiiig of two elegant buildings; one (the Temple) 
■ppKipriated entirelj to the mTitecies of the Craft. It oontaina « 
Teij' eipaoiQUS and elegantlj' adomed hall, gometliing resembluig 
FreemascDB' Ball in LoDdon, In this room it is oustomaiTi on the 
death of a Brother, to inrite Ifae fiienda of the deceased. Toe Lodge 
is BBsembled and the orator dehren an addiesa, in which he seta forth 
th« merits af the departed Brother. This a ooB^dered a mark of 
great respect towards the memory of the deceased. In this building 
are also rooms set apart for each Degree, and oootainiog every rtqui- 
Bite for each. The other bnilding, separate from the former, oonaisfai 
of an elegant etdte of banqoedne room, oommitt«« rooms, and 
^nrtmenta for the honsekecper- From the walls of ^ banqiietiiig 
room at« suspended portraits of tbe different Grand Masters and Pa^ 
Masters. In this room, which is capable of accommodating from fire 
to seven hundred gaests, onr Dutch Brethren give freqaent entertain- 
ment! to the fair sex, thus permitting the gentler portion of the hnuan 
laroe <D participate, if not in the mysteries, at least in the sweets of 
Fraemasonry. In this Lodge there is a fimd, amountinK to sereral 
thousand pounds, from which the son of any member, (iBdeed, we 
behere, any Mason, ) wishing to complete his education in Europe, 
bat wfaoM ointnmstaiiceB will not admit cf it, on fbrwardiDg an appfi- 
oation to &e Lodge, will, onder certain regnlatioDS, be allowed an 
annual sum to enable him to carry ont his iatentions. On the ratiim 
of the individnal to the colony, and after baTins estabhshed himself 
in bis profession, the sums reoeiTed from the Lodge are repaid. There 
is also a school supported- by the Lodge, for die insimotioB of the 
ehildren of Masons. Onr correspondent states tiiat, some time am, 
a letter was forwarded to the Grand Lodge i^ Holland, oonTVymg 
tbe leqaeet of tiie Cape Masons to be leliered from Oieir allegijuioe, 
aa it was theii intention to frame a ccnstitlitioD for their own gomn. 
nmt, nod ^point tbeir Grand Master." 
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and the compaaiona of th^ Order a^ear to be to want 
of some powerful Btimulus which miffht operate to recaove 
this detect. The ceremonieB of exaltatioa, as well as the 
Lectures, have been remodelled, and tiie ConstitutioDB 
improved, but the root of the evil still remains. The 
proper remedy has not been applied. If Royal Arch 
HaaiHuy be expected to flourish according to it« merits— 
if it be desirable that this sublime Degree should ctHoe 
into general and efficient practice — it must be the result 
of a process which has not yet been adopted. Sumptuary ' 
laws will fail, because they do not touch the heart ; and 
reffulations for the enforcement of discipline will not 
induce men to give np their time to a system, which, 
howerer sabliioe in its principles, or magnificent in tta 
details, is accompanied by a machinery too cumbersome 
for theeffect which it actually produces. It is the incli- 
nation which must be biassed. Something is waotingin 
the detuls which may infnse into the mind a desire of 
knowledge, and an emulation to excel. Until this is 
euppHed, the Chapters will still be unattended, and Royal 
Area MuBonty occupy- a subordinate rank in the estima- 
tioa of the Fraternity- 

Thus hare we toiled, with zeal and anxiety, throurii 
the History of Freemasonry for the last ten years, and a 
period more replete with incident and general benefits to 
the Order, does not exist throughout the long extent <d 
its diversified annalB. Questions of vast importance have 
arisen, which it is the duty of the histonun to discuss 
with impartiality and truth. The course, when the chief 
actors in these matters are living, and some of them his 
own personal friends, is difficult. Prejudice will at times 
intrude to cloud the judgment, and paint passing occur^ 
rences in colours which may not bear the test of strict 
examinatioD. It is hoped, however, tliat the charge of 
wilful misrepreeeBtation will not attach to us in our view 
of the chief occnrrences of this eventfiii period. We 
have dismissed all extraneous considerations, and ende^ 
voured to staer bur bark by the compass of veracity. And 
the reoord will displayourbenevolentiustitutionBin their 
fall activity, which, constitute the faur blossoms of the 
Order, aud display it before the public as an ^tablishment 
of omverBal charity, founded upon the steadlaat bams ot 
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Brotherly Lore, Belief, and Trath, tnrmonnted by the 
Cardinal, and crowned by the Theological virtnef. 

We SOT take a frstemal leave of oar readers, with a 
sincerfl and hearty wish that the next decenni^ period 
may add aa many laurels *to Freettuuonry as that whioh 
is passed. Thm will it be placed on a proud elevation, 
at the head of the Scientific and Charitable EstabUsh- 
ments which grace and omuuent our coantry. 
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TO THE BIGHT HONOUEAELE 
CHARLES, EARL OF ABOYNE AND ENZIE, 

raOT. Q&UID lUBTBB OF KASONB rOB NOBTHAHPTOH AKD KURT- 
maDOK, BTO., XTO., BTO. 



Ht Lokd, 

Your Lordship being the Qrand Mast« of the Frov- 
ince wherein I was initiated into Masonry, nearly half a 
century ago, I feel proud and grateful for your Lordship's 
permission to address the following Letters to you, as 
they are intended to explun a doctrine which, in those 
days, had never been questioned ; and all Masonic Lodges 
were opened and closed in the name of God and Holy 
St John. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 
GEO. OLIVER. 
Soopwidc TltMMge, Jan. SO 1848. 
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LETTER I. 



Mr LoBD, 

I AM highly gratified with jonr Lordship's permisnon 
to address this small work to you, because your name 
will be a letter of iotroductioii to certain classes in the 
eliu of the Crail, whom I am anxious to impress with a 
favourable opinion of those improvements which I have 
meditated for the purpose of increasing its popaiarity . 
and iisefulness. Freemasonry has now t^en its stand 
as a practical Institution, which promises to convey 
benefits to society at large, at least in an equal propor- 
tion with any other beneficent establidiinent, by which 
the present enlightened era is dietinguished. If it does 
not occupy the first place on the list, it ie second to none 
in my humble opinion, not even to the Boyal or Antiqua- 
rian Societies; and from its position, or its more general 
application and uBefulnesa, it is not without a claim to 
convey public honours to those eminent members who 
have attained masonic rank by intellectual services or 
mental superiority ; nor is the period far distant when 
its honours will become pablic property, and entitle the 
bearer to use them as toe acknowledged marks of di»> 
tinction. 

The time has been w! rn such a claim would not have 
excited attention, even nmongst the fraternity them- 
selves, but would have br«?n regarded with symptoms of 
distrust ; because all publicity in matters relating to the 
Order was carefully eschewea, and it was believed that 
the worst consequences would result from notoriety of 
any kind. To discuss the principles of Masonry in a 
public document was thought sufficient to endanger Uie 
existence of the Institution; and to publish its transao- 
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tioiw ropsti'«'wi au ofieoce which subjected the erring 
Brother to the severest punishment the Order has in its 
power to inflict. But time and experience have proved 
that this was a false position; for an unlimited accession 
to its ranks of the wise and good, the talented, the noble, 
and the wealthy, has resulted from a free explanation of 
its philosophy, and a gencrbl promulgation of the be- 
nevolent objects of the aseociation. The limits of pre- 
judice are diminishing every day; its broad basis ia 
oecoming hourly of smaller dimensiotiB, and at no very 
distant period it will - terminate iu a point, and utterly 
vanish and disappear. 

Prejudice is the bane of all improvement. The intro- 
duction of son» of our greatest blessings has been ob- 
structed by its operation. The innovations, as they were 
termed, of steam and gaa, were met by the most unre- 
served opposition ; agricultural improvement^ have had 
to encounter much public obloquy; and I myself can 
well remember the pertinacity which was used to prevent 
the introduction of the threshing machine, which is now 
in universal and beneficial operation ; and the history of 
science displays many similar accounts of the distaste 
which was excited by any decided improvements in me- 
chanical powers. 

But no institution- has been called on to encounter 
such a tedious war with prejudice as Freemasonry, 
because its improvements are of a less obvious nature. 
Its whole career has been a scene of contention with the 
vindictive feelings of mankind, which have arrayed 
f^inst it a catalogue of charges, all of which may be 
traced to the operation of prejudice. The exclusion of 
females formed a never-failing accusation which enlisted 
the sympathies of the sol'tor sex, and through their 
powerful influence, a wide circle in .everj- locality waa 
tu'i'uyed against the Order. In like manner the practice 
of secrecy was interpreted into a veliicle to cover plots 
and conspiracies against the altar and the throne; the 
alleged solemnity of the Mason-oath was considered a 
mockery of sAcred things ; and many other matters, 
which need not be particularized here, were converted, 
from the mere eB'ects of prejudice, into defecte which 
were considered inconsistent with an iuRtitutlon that 
boaats of its purity and benevolence. 
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The preiadicee against mi^iig the philosophy of Ma- 
sonry a subject of open disenasion, ras at one time very 
high, and operated with effect upon a large p(»^on or 
the fraternity. Not only were valuable manuseripts de- 
stroyed to save them from being desecrated by the pro^e 
eye of an uninitiated person, but iTTOto was ocoasionally 
imposed from authonty for the purpose of silencing 
talent. Captain Smith, although he was the Junior 
Grand Warden when he had announoed his "Use and 
Abuse," which was little more than a transcript of Cal- 
cott'a "Candid Disquisition," that bad been published 
onder the sanction of the Bake of Beaufort, the Q-rand 
Master, was publicly decried by Brother Hesletine, the 
Q-rand Secretary, and he had interest enough to prevent 
the Grand Lodge from aflbrding their patronage to the 
book, although it was admitted to contain " nothing 
objectionabje." Preston was opposed by Noorthouck, 
from the jealousy of a rival author; and other instances 
might easily be adduced where essential benefits have 
been recklessly abandoned, rather than accept them at 
the hand of an individual Brother against whom any 
hostile feeling may exist amongst those whose influence 
is powerful enough to operate to his disadvantage. 

Again, it was once firmly believed that the establish- 
ment of a third charity would injure, if' not dissolve the 
other two. But instead of that, a fourth has sprung up, 
and all flonrish abundantly, and produce many benehcetit 
fruits. I am old enough to remember the time when 
nlany well disposed, but timid Brethren, entertained 
considerable fears lest the Institntion should be injured 
by the worthless publications of Finch. But bwioH, 
^ day of bis imposture passed away innocuously, and 
he is now forgotten, and his works have descended 
quietly to oblivion. 

It cannot be denied that there are a few unimportant 
errors in the system of Freemasonry, which have been 
suffered to remain in abeyance, because the fraternity 
were afraid to enter on their investigation, lest, in the 
process, they should incautiously betray secrets which 
have become consecrated by their antiquity and sterling 
worth.- .Uncprtainty on such minor points was deemed 
preferabia to the risk attending the withdrawal of the 
veil ; and hence arises the professed ignorance of the best 
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informed Masons on the connetdion between Fieemuonry 
and Templuy ; the true applicatioQ of the legend of the 
third degree, the origin of the Royal Arch, the poaitiOD 
of the two St. Johns in connection with the Order; and 
many other subjects which might be nLeotioned, bat are 
of no importance to the present inquiry. 
- 1 have devoted some time and attention, my Lord, to 
several of these points ; not that their settlement would 
materially affect the working of our glorious Institution, 
but because it would eztinguiah the charge that the 
^stem is replete with anomalies, and leave the mind of 
the carious inquirer at liberty to study the Order bb a 
complete science, every step of which should be plainly 
indicated by landmarks which are not open to doubt or 
objection. My opinions on some of these subjects we 
already before the public ; and it is my intention, if I 
should be favoured with life and health tojtursue the 
investigatioas necessary to complete the undertaking, to 
deal with them all Kriatim from such evidences as may 
be placed at my diaposal. 

1^ may be suggested that I appear too frequently 
before uie fraternity aa a masonic writer, and that 
modesty should dictate a more deliberate mode of pro- 
ceeding. I am not insensible, my lord, to the efiect 
which this sugge6tioD might produce on unrefiecting 
minds ; but it is at least doubtful, whether such observa- 
tions are warranted in my particular case. I have been 
received with much favour oy my Brethren of the mystic 
tie, and it appears to me that I shall display my gratitude 
more effectually by continued endeavours to promote 
their amusement and information, than by retirmg from 
the field, and withholding the results of my researches 
in behalf of our common alma mater. Besides, at my 
time of life, delay might Operate to extinguish the Light, 
and would be little better than actual desertion ; and 
there is- something within which urges me forward with 
irresistible force. There appears to be less danger to my 
literary reputation in advancing than in retreat; and I 
receive so much intellectual enjoyment in these discus- 
sions, that no dry argument would be able to prevul with 
me to discontinue them. The encroachment^ of iige, 
which, In the common affairs of life, tend to sober down 
ihe exuberuice of youthful enthusiasm, have served 
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nihar to confirm the predilections of my early years in 
fevoor of divine Uaaonry, and to implant in my heart on 
inoreased interest in its permanent prosperity. 

Sir Walter Scott, in ha introduction to Ivanlioe, says, 
"if the anthor, who finch himself limited to a particolar 
olasa of snbjeots, endeavours to sustain his reputation by 
striTinff to add a novel^ of attraction to themes of the 
same character which have been frequently snccessful 
imder his management, there are manifest reasons why, 
after a certain point, he is likely to fail. If the mine be 
not wrought out, the strength and capacity of the miner 
become neceesarily exhausted. If he closely imitates 
the narratives which he has before rendered succesBful, 
he is doomed to wonder that tbey please no more. If 
he struggle to take a different view of the same class of 
subjects, he speedily discovers that what is obvious, 
graceful, and natural, has been exhausted; and, in order 
to obtain the indispensable charm of novelty, he is forced 
upon caricature, and, to avoid being trite, mast become 
extravagant." 

These observations well describe the situation ik which 
I find myself placed with regard to the science of Free- 
masonry,- and, therefore, leaving the heaten path of 
masonic investigation, I have extended my researches to 
those subjects of enquiry, which, though of -some import- 
ance to the system, have received little attention from 
the generality of masonic writers. And it may not be 
uninteresting to describe the process by which I have 
been conducted to this point in the literature of the Order. 
I well remember the time, although many painful years 
have passed over in the interval, when the true beauties 
of the Order gradually expanded themselves to my 
youthful view. And the retrospect is truly delightful; 
cheering many an anxious moment, and shedding a bright 
halo of light amidst cares and disappointments which 
would ouerwise have been extremely heavy to bear 
This was at the period when I occupied the chair 
Master of the Apollo Lodge at Grimsby. It was a noble 
Lodge-room, appropriated to the sole purpose of Mason- 
ry. I had a private key, and many an hour have I spent 
in solitary enjoyment, when no one knew that the build- 
ing contained an inmate. Here my first aspirations to 
contribute to the benefit of the Order were imbibed 
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my Alnii^ty Father and myadf, which hare not yet 
been ^Hr developed. Here, sanovaded by the impl»- 
meats ta Maeoary, I became impreaeed wltii ■cbliine 
ideas of its auperlative blessediwss, axtd umTOTsal appli- 
cation to science and morals ; and determined to wtffk 
put priociples which were then so feebly scattered as to 
give rise, amongst the uninitiated, to fantlutio notions 
and absurd opinions respecting the deugn and end of Um 
Institatioa, that derogated from the virtue and holines 
of this sacred handmaiden of religion. 

I found Masonry assailed by the caostic wit of the 
unbelieyer in its mysteries, and the cold sneer of the 
indifferent spectator of Its progress. Both were pr^^nant 
with bitter and destructive &uits ; and were to be com- 
bated, if the hope of success were entertuned, with 
unflinching zeal and undaunted perseverance, ^d the 
contest was to be almost single-handed. It appeared a 
hopeless attempt, and sufficient to repel the most san- 
guine enthuna^t. The chances of success were doubtful, 
and the pecnniary sacrifice certain. The sooSers were 
potent; and, aUs ! many of the Brethren were too much 
attached to the convivialities of the Order, to exchange 
them for the pursuit of science and morals, and what 
they would term the visionary emulation of a perfecta- 
bility which is too pure for the depraved nature of man, 
althon^ decorated with the ornaments of Brotherly 
Love, Relief, and Truth ; virtue, honour, and mercy, 
which are of more value than rubies and precious stonea. 
With these formidable obstacles before me, I had no 
hope of personal advantage in the devotion of time and 
labour — and, shall I add talent? — to the accomplishment 
of this object ; and the benefits to our noble Institution 
were at least doubtf\il. 

The prospect was forbidding, but enthusiasm ran high; 
and though I had to encounter many difBculties, I entered 
on the task with the ardent spirit of one who was com- 
mencing an honourable career; and, after a few years, 
I met with a coadjutor in the "Freemasons' Quarterly 
Review," which lightened my labours, by dividing the 
weight and the responsibility. But even with thia 
important aid, it would have exceeded my powers to 
complete so great an undertaking, if I had not been 
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&Tonied with the indulgence of the fi^tenuty, whose 
kindness and eympathj have been very powerful stimn- 
lants, and operated as an incentive to peraeverance at 
times when other objects of individual interest started 
Qp as rivals to masonic iitme. My sufosequent labours 
will show that I did not ehiink Dom the task, being 
eneooiaged hj the words of the Roman poet — 

Dootrina Bed vim promoTet intitam, 
Beotiqna ooltos pectora loborabt; 
Utonnqtie defeoaie morei, 
Dedeoonnt bene naU onl^B. 

Having thns hinted at a few oircnmstances which 
speared calcnlated to. render the snccees of snch an 
unaertaking doubtihl, it onght also to be remarked that 
the geiiea:al state of Masonry at that period was fovonrable 
to we design. The recent union between the two great 
sections of the Order had established a firmness and con- 
nstency which gave a new impulse to the exertions of 
the fraternity. Ancient feuds were healed ; the obnoxious 
appellations of ancient and modem were extinguished, and 
the Brethren of each class had no object of rivalry but 
that holy one of exceeding each other in the unalloyed 
pleasure of extending.the essential benefits of the system, 
by acts of benevolence and charity, and the uniform 
practice of brotherly love. The resources of the lodges 
were augmented by an accession of new members; uxe 
popularity of the Order was gradnally increasing from 
year to year; and a decided taate for a more extenaive 
knowledge of its science and philosophy had begun to 
dintlay itself amongst the Brethren. 

Still, masonio readert were very thinly scattered, at 
that period, over the surface of the fraternity. And 
when I first communicated my plan to some intelligent 
friends, th^ used many feasible arguments to dissuade 
me from the undertaking. They told me that I had 
better fiirbish an old suit of armour, and with a rusty 
sword in one hand, and a lance in the other, to mount 
Bosinaote, and sally forth in quest of adventures. The 
scheme, they said, was equally Quixotic, and was certdn 
to be a decided fwlure. And after I had fairly embarked 
in the attempt, they fi-equently asked me how my combat 
with the windioiUs was likely to terminate. This was 
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very diBcoangiog ; but I persisted, even io thA &ee of 
all these ontaToarable preoictioiis ; and although every 
member of my own lodse subscribed to all my earliest 
productions, I cannot " lay the fiattering unction to my 
soul" tbaba tithe of them, popular aa I was, ever read f 
the books. 

But, my Lord, you will think that I have said rather 
too much about myself. How I hare accomplished my 
original design can scarcely yet be determined; for 
thou^ I have explained the system in detail, my plan is 
not yet completed. I have still before me the task of 
setting at rest those questions on which there exists a 
diversity of opimoos. The origin and design of the 
Royal Arch was one of these questions, and this I have 
disposed of. Then follows the subject of the work b^ore 
us; and it is hoped that the arguments used in these 
pages will determine how far the two St. Johns are, ox 
ought to be, legitimately connected with the Order. 

There are some other disputed points in Masonry which 
remain in abeyance, but as they are unconnected with 
the present enquiry, it will not be necessary to record 
my judgment upon them here. 

It was an assertion of the celebrated -author of the 
Ecclesiastical Polity, that " there will be no end to con- 
tention without the submission of all parties unto some 
definite sentence;" and be enforceB the proposition by 
this argument : — " Of this we are right sure, that Nature, 
Scripture, and experience it selfe, have all taught the 
world to seeke for the ending of oontentions, by submit- 
ting it selfe unto some judiciall and definitive Bentence, 
whereunto neither part that contendeth may vnder any 
pretence or colour redise to stand. This must needs bee 
efiectuall and strong. As for other meanes without this, 
they seldom prevaile. I would therefore know whethOT 
for the ending of these irksome strifes, yee be content to 
refeiTe your cause to any other higher judgment then 
your owne ; or else intend to persist and proceed as yee 
have begun, till your selves can bee perswaded to con- 
demne your selves. If your determination be this, we 
can be but sorry that ye should deserve to be reckoned 
with such, of whom God himselfe pronounceth, the way 
of peace they have not knowne." 

These observations will equally apply to the discre* 
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paocies of FreemsBOnry, although they are not of Boch 
vital importance as the Bnbjects to which Hooker refers 
in the above passage; but they ore sufficient, if not to 
destroy the peace of the maaonic Order, at least to dis- 
turb its unity ; and, therefore, it would be well if they 
conld be finally settled by authority, after a iiill and 
deliberate investigation, and arransea in such a manner 
as to conatitate landmarks which it would be penal to 
alter. How far my own opinions on these controverted 
subjects may be esteemed orthodox, must be left to the 
fraternity to determine ; and I trust they will not judge 
me with severity, considering the scanty materials which 
I have bad to work upon. I have faithfully recorded my 
own convictionB, and the decision on their merits will be 

Sronouuced by posterity. The antiquities of symbolical 
[asoQiy, its signs and symbols, its initiations, the Chris- 
tian reference of its lectures, its philosophy and science, 
and its historical landmarks, together with the origin and 
insignia of the English Royal Arch, and the history and 
tendency of the sublime degrees, have, in their turn, 
occupied my attention. In the "Qolden Remains," I 
have treated on the literature, social position, usages and 
customs, tests, and cyphers of the Order; and in the 
"Freemasons' Quarterly Review," copious dissertations 
on the spurious and operative Freemasonry, have periodi- 
cally appealed. 

In the present work I have stated all the arguments 
for and i^ainst the connection of the two St. Johns with 
symbolical Masonry ; and it is my intention — if the Al- 
mighty should be graciouHly pleased to grant me health 
and strength — to follow it up with dissertations on the 
building, furnishing, and decoration of a lodge-room 
accordine to. the usages of antiquity ; on the symbolism 
of the chief officers ; on the cosmopolite character of the 
Order, Ac, Ac. ; together with an ample explanation of 
the comprehensive symbol on page 19 of the last edition 
of the "Signs and Symbols," which is called by an 
Arabian cabalistical writer, " Thb Secret of Secbetb ; 

THE BbGINNINQ AND RbTURK OF EVE BY THING ; THB 

Sborbt of thb natcrb of the World;" and has 
excited the curiosity of many scientific Brethren. These 
— if I should be fortunate enough to complete the plan 
which is formed in my own mind — ^will appear at con^ 
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Tenient mterrah; and will contain opinioiu uid argn- 
ments on zasay points both of discipuoe and doctrine, 
about which tiie fratemily are at present by no meaiw 
agreed. 

The utility of mch a proceeding, in the present 
flouncing state of Masonry, will be evident to toe moat 
oasoal omerver; and I do not ontertain the slightest 
doobt but it will be received with favour by every real 
lover of its philosophy and science, amongst which 
namber your Lordship occupies a distrnguished station; 
and it is for this reason that I am proud to have the 
honour of publishing the present work under the sanction 
of your name. 

Conmloiei alios, doetos ^(o qaoa et amicoB 
Pradene pneMreo ; quibns b»o, Hint qnaliaoamqae, 
Anidere Telim; doUturoB, ri plaoeant ape . 
Deteriiu noatn. Hob. 

I have the honour to be, 
Hy Lord, 

With great respect, 
Your Lordship's most obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLiyEE, D. IT. 

Soopwiok rioarage, Nov. S, 1B47. 
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d(«Biiirt)Ue, the boaie nsir nrafit, 

And from ancleanuMa kept ; 

If all things ghine with grace, 

And nothing'B ciat of plAC0i 
flien do we praise the hansehold maid, 
And foarfbld ■nrel]' ■he'a repaid." — Maioric Bono. 

When we hutrnot othen, we ahoold not Ihhik it enoneh to dtdirer poaitlTa 
lntha< bat w« ahoaM dta lake food care, aa near ai we coo, to leave them <daar. 
•od, lij prercmtion, to (top tha moolta of BDoh aa lore to pick qaairela at Un 
tanUkiandtobaik^aiuttlieligU."— BtiHOF IUxdbbsod. 
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LETTER II. 



Mt Lord, 

It is a standing rule of the Maaomc Society, that the 
landmaTkB of the Order are incapable of , alteration. 
Every law is based on this fundamental principle, and 
it is embodied in the coiiBtitutions, cbargea, lectures, and 
regulations of the Craft in every country where Free- 
masonry flouhshea. . The soundness of this rule is borne 
out by analogy and reason ; for if the landmarks were 
variable, the nature of the Institution would be liable to 
continual changes, and in one century it would bear a 
different character from what it sustuned in another; 
and, consequently, its claims to antiquity would soon 
rest on a very slender foundation. 

If the easential doctrines of the Gospel were changed 
by auccessive innovations, and others substituted in their 
place, it would no longer be the vehicle of Christiaoity, 
" the power of God and the wiadom of God," but a 
stumbFrng block, to the faithful, and a meteor to mislead 
tbe inconsiderate and the unwary. In like manner, if 
the legality of periodical changes in Freemasonry were 
admitted by its constitution^, and it were consequently 
lawful for every lodge to prescribe its own ceremonies, 
not only would the beautiful principle of uniformity be 
lost, but the Freemasonry of each individual province 
would become an indeterminate and patchwork system, 
which its best friends would be unable to recognize as 
the pure and sublime Order into which they had been 
initiated elsewhere. Innumerable evila would attend 
luch a loose and tatitudinarian proceeding, and Free- 
masonry would degenerate into a mere local institution, 
without dguity in its practice, or benefit in its effect. 
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There Deeds, my Lord, no extended ar^mueat to prove 
that Buch versatility would be attended with great dis- 
advantages; and not only deprive the Order of its moat 
beneficial properties, but would inevitably conduce to its 
final dissolution. The great and exclusive boast of Free- 
masonry is, that " it is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever ;" that its attributes have been in all ages of iia 
existence unvaried, its leading features immutable, and 
its principle, unity; to depart from which would destroy 
its efficacy and endanger its existence. 

At the revival of Masonry, it was resolved in Q-rand 
Lodge, that " it is not in the power of any man or body 
of men to make any alteration or innovation in the body 
of Masonry."' But this rule, like all others formed by 
the imperfection of human reason, is not without ex- 
ceptions. Trifling alterations have been incautiously 
admitted, which, though unable individually to affect 
the established landmarks of the Order, have introduced 
discrepancies that, by long standing, assume the im- 
munity attached to preacriptioo, although of very recent 
origin. 

Des Etangs goes much further than this: he says, 
*' all things degenerate by time, and Masonry suffers with 
the rest. It' diflers firom what it was as much as the 
manners of Jews and Christians vary from each other. 
There exist six thousand religious sects, and seven 
hundred species of Masonry, or associations which r&- 
semble it." Of course we are to understand this of the 
continental innovations of the last century. He then 
goes on to say, that " it requires the concurrence of all 
good Masons to restore the true and ancient regimen ;" 
and professes to show the injury which time has inflicted 
on it,. and the means of its restoration. This woald be 
a lau^ble attempt, if Masonry had really degenerated a> 
he asserts ; hut I am persuaded that this writer has. taken 
too unfavourable a view of the above-mentioned innova- 
tions. They have not injured genuine Masoni^ at all; 
and instead of being split into seven hundred sections, it 
remains essentially the same.asit was in the most ancient 
tunes. 

It was for the especial purpose of preventing ao 

■ ADdenon. Const., June 24, 1723. 
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altnatton of landmarkB, that &« primitiTe OrnnA Lodge 

Speatv to have been bo uixiooi to guard, agaipat we 
tuieaon of aaj, eren the sliglitMt deriation, from 
primitiTe observances, u thcnr were transmitted by the 
masonic worthiea of ancient tunes to those who collected 
and preserved the acattered doonments of aotiquity at 
the beginning of the eighteenth century. Nothing ia too 
small or too insignificant to be the author of important 
changes ^ther physical or moral. A single drop of 
water ia bat a feeble inatrameot to effeot any great 
design ; and yet, by constant repetition it will wear 
away a block, of marble. How trifling soever each 
single innovation in Masonry may have been, the aggre- 
gate amount will, in process of time, become importent, 
if these minute changes by frequently repeated. Thus 
the Hon of Sirach says, *' he that contenmetn small tilings, 
Bhall fall by little and little."* 

But, my Lord, it will not be difficult to show that 
some of these alterations are neither trifling nor unim- 
portant, although not sufficient to change toe character 
of Masonry. The third degree, for instance, has ander^ 
gone some changes since the revival in 1717, which have 
created an unnecessary confusion respecting the doors in 
Solomon's Temple. The first notice I find of them in 
Masonry places them in the east, west, and south; but 
they are now, with greater propriety, said to be north, 
south, and east; our transatlantic Brethren use the 
south, west, and east; while in Scotland, the order is 
east, south, and west. On the continent, at least in 
France, with more regard te the primitive design of tlv 
legend, they are altogether silent about thes« tntditional 
doors ; and I am persuaded they are right ; for, by ihe 
mentiiHi of any particular situation, we reject the means 
of proving whether they are typioal or real. Their relSr 
tive position was not mentioned in England till aSM 
17S5j tjie words then used were simply, "the three 
entrances to the Temple."' And this is tne reason why 
the FreuAh rituals do not mention them ; for they were 
all founded on the lectures famished to the First Lodge 
at Paris by the Qrand Lodge of England, and forwarded 
■Jong with the'varrant. It does not appear diffieolt -io 

* BodSB. zix., 1. 
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understaDd why the lectuie§ on this point were altered. 
The impresnoii wu, that the real gatee of the Temple 
wen to be nndentood, and their positioii is mentioDed 
in a note to <me of the two first degrees of the Ma^nnerie 
Adonhirandte, publiehed by M. St. Victor about the year 
1783. The real gates of the Temple, ae every one 
knows, were nortb, south, and eaat; and henoe Hemming, 
and those who drew up tiie reformed lectures and ritoals, 
rejeotiag the sjrmbolic tendency of the legend, adopted 
the true position of the doara. Bat, as yoor Lordship 
knows, the word doori, when they are open, or untiled, 
as these are supposed to have been, is not masoaic. 

We find similar complaints in other countries respect- 
ing slight alterations and innovations in the le^timate 
work of Masonry. The Ch'and Master of Tennessee, in 
his annual address to the G-rand Lodge in 1843, thus 
refers to the subject: — he says, "I am informed that 
there is a great want of oniformity in the mode of con- 
ferring the diSerent degrees ; and that errors have crept 
into the administratioQ of our rites, which impair the 
beauty and harmony of the system. These errors require 
to be corrected, and the sooner the correction is made 
the better. If they are pehnitted to go on, they will, 
in time to come, be considered as a part of the system, 
and take such hold, that they will be difficult to eradi- 
cate. These errors, and this want of uniformity, may be 
attributed to the cloud which for so many years has 
hung over the Order; to the withdrawal of the older 
members from the active duties of the lodges, leaving 
them t» the guidance and control of the younger and 
mt)re inexperienced Brethrtd, who are too frequently led 
astrav by what is novel and striking." And then this 
worthy dignitary proceeds to point out the remedy, and 
to propound new laws for the correction of the abuses, 
t^ich he expresses his full determination ri^dly to 
enforce. 

But my principal business in these Letters will be 
rather with omissions than interpolations. > In 1717, as 
we have every reason to believe, the landmarks were 
pare and unchanged, as they had been delivered by the 
Dionysiacs, who travelled over the world for employ- 
ment after the completion of Solomon's Temple, to their 
I, and transmitted t^ugh the Roman CoUegin 
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Fabronim, and the Freemasons of the middle wes, down 
to the revival of MasoiiFy in that year. Thu we are 
bound to take Tor granted, beoause no evidences exist 
to disprove the facts. If, then, it be etrictly true, 
as we Dave no reason to doubt, it is also true that the 
lodges had always been dedicated to Ood and holt St. 
John from the very beginning of the Christiau era, be- 
cause ^at formula was introduced into the first known 
lectures, which were compiled by Grand Masters Payne, 
Desaguliers, Anderson, and others, from ancient docu- 
ments which they had collected with great labour and 
research, out of the legitunate archives of Masonry, and 
other accessible sources of equal authenticity. 

Tour Lordship is doubtless aware, that in the lectures 
which were drawn up and modified by Dr. Hemming 
and his coadjutors for the general use of'^the lodges, after 
the re-union in 1.813, the references to the two St. Johns, 
both aa. patrons and parallels of Masonry, are discon- 
tiuued; and the use of these lectures having been very 
generally adopted, all allusion to the above masonic 
worthies, who were held in such high estimation amongst 
our aocieut Brethren, is exploded and lost. The authori- 
ty for Buch a deviation from time-honoured custom is 
involved in mystery. Be it, therefore, our business to 
inquire, whether such an alteration of the old landmarks 
is or is not justifiable, in accordance with the genius of 
the Order, by an appeal to ancient observances, trans- 
mitted unimp^red down to the year 1813. I think it is' 
not, and proceed to give the reasons which have induced 
me to embrace that opinion. 

But we will first clear the way by an examination of 
the HCTeral objections to the theory, which have been 
adduced at various times, and in different countries. 
Some of oar Brethren, who reject all traditions about 
the parallelism of the (wo St. Johns, are ready to admit 
that bine Masonry is rightly denominated St. John's 
Masonry ; but they refer it to a very different cause than 
the Grand Mastership of either the Baptist or- the 
Evangelist. They contend that the battle of Bannock- 
burn oaving been fought on St. John's day, and Free- 
masonry having been revived by Robert Bruce immedi- 
ately aiter the victory, it was thence called St. John'a 
Masonry; and that the church of Kelso, the first that 
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wu built in Scotland by tlie actual Freemasoiu, vnm 
dedioated to that saint. Tbis Boggestion can scarcely be 
tenable, when we connder that FreemaHmry had the 
name of St. John attached to it io countries where 
Scottish traosactions would not be of sufficient authori- 
ty to influence the fraternity in the adoption of a patron 
or a name for the Institution. 

Others say, with quite as little reasoD, that the intro- 
duction of the legtind of St. John into Masonry was the 
work of the Templars, or other crusaders, who fought 
the infidels in the Holy Land, and adopted this saint as 
their patron. The Chevalier Kamsay asserted that his 
system of Masonry arose during the crusades ; and that 
there was either an order of chivalry, whose business it 
was to rebuild the Christiao churches which had be«i 
destroyed by the Saracens, or that a fraternity of Masmis 
were thus employed in the East, under the {irotectioD of 
the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem; and that the 
appellation of St. John's Masonry was derived from 
thencfl, and ever after retained. 

In answer to this supposition, it would not be difficult 
to prove, notwithstanoing the confident assertioaa of 
Barruel and others, that the Templars, who were engaged 
in the crusades, were perfectly ignorant of symbobcal 
Masonry, and never so much as dreamt that such a sys- 
tem existed; and, I am persuaded that every sensible 
Mason will agree with ' me that there is no evidence 
' whatever to substantiate a contrary belief. The above 
idea, however, which was unknown a century and a half 
ago, was embraced by the notorious Finch ; and to give 
it wei^t and authenticity, he introduced the following 
passage into one of bis spiritual rituals, and it was 
adopted inconsiderately by a few lodges, which were 
worked according to his plans: — "What is the chief 
reason why our lodges are dedicated to St. Johnt Be- 
cause, in the time of the cnisades, the Masons havii^ 
united themselves with the Knights of St. John of Jeru- 
salem to fi^t affunst the infidels, they adopted that 
aaiat as their tutelary protector ; and, being victorious in 
their oonfiicts with the Saracens, they unanimously 
agreed that all masodic lodges should in Jiiture be dedi- 
cated to him." This gave currencv to the fiction; for 
Finch made the most of it by introducing it on all occt" 



.yGoQi^lc 



THK lOHATnnTB MASONS. 21 

rioQB, accompanied bj much nmueaning verbi&ge; and it 
contributed to give popularity to his ■ystem, by the 
attractive coloohag which he imparted to the details, 
■BJii 80 far promoted his views of pecnniary emolument 
at the expense of truth. 

Others, again, who favour an astronomical constraction 
of oar rites and ceremonies, embracing the hypotheaii 
that Freemasonry was transmitted through Pyuiagoraa 
and the Romans, think they have disoovered a simple 
solution of the mystery in the god Janus, of which they 
suppose John to be a corruption, and that his two faces 
were symbolical of the two St. Johns. And as Janus 
looked two ways at once, i. e., to the old and new year, 
or to the sun ai&tK aad bdow the equinoctial, so the feiti- 
vals of the two St. Johns are celebrated at the summer 
and winter solstices. Dr. Warbarton says, in his com- 
mentary on Shakespeare,*, with equal probability, that 
the beads of Janus represented Fan and Bacchus, or 
Saturn and Apollo. It will, however, be needless to wn 
that this fanciful theory is wholly unfound^. The infi- 
dels of the last century fabled that our blessed Saviour 
was no other than Hercules ; and that his death and r&- 
surrectioB, by which we are redeemed from sin, was no 
other than a new version of the last labour of Hercules, 
whose conquest of the Lemean serpent was likened to 
Christ's victory over the devil in the wilderness; that 
his descent into the lower regions to conquer Cerberus 
was a symbol of his death, and his emerging thence, 
after remaining three days and nights in Tartarus, a type 
of his resurrection. Now I submit, my Lord, that Janus 
is no more applicable to the St. Joht;s than Hercules is 
to Christ. 

The Masons on the continent of Europe have embraced 
a very different opinion. They admit the connection of 
St. John with Masonry, but give the honour to St. John 
the Almsgiver, who was patriarch of Alexandria \a the 
sixth century, but took up his residence at Jerusalem, 
that be might assist the Christians who had made a pil- 
grimage to the holy shrine ; and instituted a fraternity 
to attend upon the sii^, and to afford pecuniary aid to 
the needy. He died in the odour of sanctity, and wai 

' Merohaot of Venicf aoti. Bcooe 1. 
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canonized, for hia abundant Tutnes, under the name of 
St. John the AlmBgiver of Jerusalem, and ia acknow- 
ledged as the patron of all Bocieties which are instituted 
for the relief of the sick and 'destitute. The error of 
appropriating the patronage of Masonry to this patriarch 
is manifest from our particular days of festival, which 
are June 24 and December 27, while those of St. John 
the Almsgiver are January 23 and November 11. 

But all this is little to the purpose. Conjecture is 
well, where authentic evidence is not to be had; but 
proof is better, when it is based on rational and well- 
grounded argument. And if in every acceaaible docu- 
nH^^t which treats on Freemasonry down to the re-union 
above mentioned, the two St. Johns are named as its 
patrons, it must appear clear to every unprejudiced per- 
son, that the record can have no other reference than to 
the two cotemporaries of our Saviour, as real persons, 
and in their real characters; and that it possesses a just 
and reasonable claim to be considered one of those unal- 
terable landmarks which it is a violation of the true 
principleB of Masonry to Reject. 

I have the honour to be, 
My I/)rd, 
Your Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVER, D.D. 

Soopiriok Tloange, No.t. 6. 1647. 
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Ksqvmr wh et her the patbokaob or MABomT was obioi- 

HALLT TESTED Df THE TWO ST. JOHKS DUKINa THE LAST 
CENTtTBT, OB AT AHT BABUEB PERIOD. 
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"Patara^th nsto Jtau, ' IfOtd, idiat AsD thu mao do! Jeau itilk noto 
bbn. If I vHl Oat he tarry luitll I egme, wbat U Ui»t to tbee. Follow tiion ma. 
Then went tbii Hjing abroad among the brethreD, that Ihic dlBoiple Bhoold Dot 
die.' Now the apprebenaiQii hereor hath been reoeired cithsr gnttlj or in flM 
general, Ihat ia not distinj^titahuig the tdshdot or partiaalar wnj of thia oontinna- 
tien, ta •rtiofa noae probabt; the giaaaer and iui^»eandBg partr reodved iL 
On more dwdnotly. ■pprebending the manner of kia immsrtali^ ; that ia, that 
Jehu ahoold never properly die, bat be Iwmalated into Faradiae, ihve to remain 
wUti Baadi and Eliaa nnlil about the eoming of Chrirt ; and ahonld be ilam 
wHli tham tmdcr aotiohriat, a<iocnlhig to that of tbe Apaoalfpie."— Bbowrb. 
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My XiOBD, ^ , 

In entering on this enqaii^, I am not ancoiudoiu thu 
the freedom of dttciusioii will be considentbly restricted 
by a deficiency of snthentic evidence ; uid I shall there- 
fore be obliged to sccommodate circumstances to the 
traditionB of Masonry; aa these will be onr only guides 
throagh the imperrions atmosphere of a distant period, 
which afibrds scarcely a gBmmering ray to ditect our 
path or' guide us in our search after the truth. What 
^ t)r. Kitto says of chronology, may be justly a|^lied to 
' the Buhject before us :—" After au anxiAus survey of the 
thick clouds which hang over this period, for some ray 
of light which might guide us through Its nttef darkness, 
we tnm away as disappointed as all our predecesBore. 
Nothing, therefore, remaias for us 4>nt to make such 
accommodations, and eo to balance the varions difficul- 
ties, aB to obtain the result, which, without being certain 
of the truth, seems the best and the most probable under 
aH the circumstance B." 

In evei^ estimate that I hare been able to form of 
Freemasonry, the foundation on which I invariably build 
is, the system as it was promulgated at the revival in 
1717. This is a rock which will firmly sustain any edi- 
fice that may be placed upoa it; for it is the only certain 
standard of truth established by auth(Hity. No authentic 
records precede it which treat of Masonry as a perfect 
system. All previous notices of the Order, like the licks 
of a broken chain, are unconnected and detached ; and 
though extremely valuable as pafts of a whole, are 
defective and useless, because the connecting links are 
wanting, for they were burnt to ashes, and cast forth to 
the winds of heaven, by jealous and &8tidiouB Brethren, 
who were ignorant of the real tendency of the Craft, and 
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mujnterpreted the measures which were Bocceflsfblly 
adopted to promote its best and_ most enduring interests. 
The scattered rays of light were, fortunately, still acces- 
sible, and nobly did the conservators of Masonry toil to 
search them out, and bring them into efficient operation. 
Those worthy Masona whose names ought to be had in 
hoQoor throughout all time, Anthony S^er, Elliott, 
Lamball, Payne, Desagaliers, Ooflen, Morrice, Calvert, 
De Noyer, and a few others, used the mOBt strenuous 
exertions to put the system into a form consistent with 
ancient observances.- According to their own account, 
thev "perused. old manuscripts, digested anxnent consti- 
tutions, collected the old Oothic charges, and consulted 
iatelligent brethren," about thpse secret rites and ordi- 
nances, and doctrines, which "were never divulged in 
manuscript," and embodied every hint which had the 
unequivocal sanction of ancient usage in its favour. The 
labours of these eminent men have placed Freemasonry 
on a basis that cannot be shaken ; and the ceremonies 
And doctrines which were used by them I will defend to 
the death, as containing the true and unalterable princi- 
ples of the Craft. Let as, then, enquire whether any 
reference to St. Johp may be found in the ritual which 
was propounded at that period by the revived Grand 
Lodge. 

In the earliest lectures that were used under its sanc- 
tion, St. John was alluded to in the following manner : — - 
"Q. From whence came yon? A. From the holy lodge 
of St.. John. Q. What recommendation do you bring 
from thence t A. A reconfmendation from the brothers 
and fellows of that right worshipful and holy lodge of 
St. John, from whence. I came, who grpet you thrice 
heartily^" 

This I take to be a plain admission, by the first Orand 
Lodge under the revived system, after usiug every possi- 
ble m^ps of ascertaining the true belief of antiquity on 
air poHits-ooiHiec.tad- with the Order, which they had 
undertaken to rescue from the oblivion into which it was 
falling, in consequence of '<the age .and infirmities of Sir 
Christopher Wren, the Grand Master," — that the St. 
Johns were considered the legitimate patrons of Christian 
Masonry. But to prevent the imiversality of the Order 
from being afiOeoted bj such a doctrine, the old charges dis- 
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tinetly provided, that amionglt "in ancient times the Chtrit- 
tian Maioiu were charged to comply loith the Chrutian vtaget 
<f each country tcAere they traveled, or vxiried; jei Masomy 
being fotiud in all nations, even of divers religions, the; 
aie now only chained to adhere to that religion in which 
all men ^ee, leaving each brother to hia own particular 
opinions, that is, to be good men sod tnie, men of 
honoor and honesty, by whatever namee, religitms, or 
persoanoQB th6y may be distingmshed; for they all 
agree in the three great articles of Noah, enough to pre- 
serve the cement of the lodge." 

And the revivers of Masonry, that they might distinctly 
announce their opinions on thui particular subject, caused 
it to be atill more elaborately emmciated in the formula, 
aa improved by Desagtiliere and Andenon a few years 
later. It is here stated that the lodges were called St. 
John's lodges, becanse "he was the baptizer and fore- 
rutiner of oar Saviour; and announced hmi aa the Lamb 
of God, which taketfa away the tins of the world." This 
eorrespondfl with the French ritual, a.d. 1730, which ia 
equally plain; — "D. Comments' a^^Ue cette Loge? 
B. La Ix>ge de S. Jean." And the passage was thus 
explained: — "II fait toujours repondre ainsi parce que 
i^ett le nom de toutet lea Loget" 

We now come to the consideration of Bro. Duncker- 
ley's lectures, which I am persuaded were identical with 
those which are attributed to Martin Clare. In this 
ritual the same asseveration is repeated ; and more than 
this, St. John was now introduced into the style of the 
O.B., that the great truth might be fully impresBed upon 
every candidate at his first initiation. It ran thus:-^ 
" In the presence of G-od, and this right worshipful apd 
holy lodge, dedicated to God and holy St. John ;" and 
the assereratim corresponded with it — " so help me God 
and holy St. John. These forms were continued in 
general use by most of the lodges, till the re-unton of 
the two great sections in 1813. 

Thq next sti^e of our enqniir improves our view of 
the case, and the light beams still more edulgently upon 
us. In a catechism used a little later than the middle 
of the century, which, by way of eminence, is called 
" the Old York Leoture," the two St. Johotf occupy a 
promineat situation; and the passage where they are 
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intredncpd is bd cbar^oterii^c of » oonnloal inititation, 
u well as illi^Btrative of tbfl inbject under- dUomsiou, 
that I qaote it at lengtl). <* Q. Our lodge* beina finished, 
fiunished, and decorated wit^ oraameota, furniture, and 
jewels, to whtED were they cooaecrAtedf A. To G-od. 
Q. Thank you, Brother; wS oan yon tell me to whom 
t^ey were first dedicated T A< To Noah, who waa saved 
in the ark. Q,. And by what name were the MaaMu 
th^n kqownt A. They w«re wiled Koaehidse, Swea, or 
Wise H«n> Q- To whom wero th« lodges demoated 
during the Uoauc dinietiaiittani A. To Uoaes, th« 
chosen of Qod; »nd Selomon, the aon of David, king of 
Israel, who was an eminoit .patron of the Graft. Q. And 
under what name were the. Masoua known during that 
period? A. Under. the name of DionysiacB, Qeometri- 
ciuis, or Matters in Israel' Q,- But, Brother, as Solomon 
waa a Jpw, and died long before the promulgation of 
Christianity, to wbom were they dedicated under the 
Cbriatian dispensation ? A. From Solomon, the patronage 
of Masonry passed to St. John the Baptist. Q. And 
under what name were they known after the promulgar- 
tion of Christianity? A. Under the name of Essenes, 
Architects, or Freemasons. Q. Why were t^e lodges 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist? A. Because he was 
the ftKorunneE of our Saviour ; and by preaching repent- 
ance and humiliation, drew the first parallel of the Qo»- 
pel. Q. Had St. Jojin the Baptist any equal? A. He 
sad J St. John the EvangeUet Q. Why is he said to bo 
equal ta the Baptist? A. Because he finished by hia 
learning what the other began by his xeal, and Uius drew 
a second line parallel to the former; ever sinoe wbiok 
time, Freemasons' lodges,- in all Christian countries, have 
ba^ dedicated to the one or the other, or both of these 
worthy and worshipful men." 

In the ritual practised by the lodges in the north of 
England, a little later in the century, we find the follow- 
ing passage : — " Our lodges are untruely said to be dedi- 
cated to St. John, because the Hasons who engaged to 
conquer the Holy Laud chose that saint for their patron. 
We should be sorry to appropriate the BaUarian sect of 
ChristjuiB to St. J^n as an explanation of this prinoiple. 
St. John obtains our dedioatioti as being the procl^mer 
of that salvation whi(^ waa at hand by the ccnning of 
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Cbrilti and we, as a set of religious m^ asaembliDg in 
tlie trae faith, commemorate the proclamatioDB of the 
Baptist. In l^e name of St. John the EvangeliBt, we 
acknowledge the testimonier which he giveB, and the 
divine Logoi, which he makes manifeat." And again— 
" Our beauty is such aa adorns all onr actions; is hewn 
oat of the rock, which is Christ ; raised upright with the 
plumb-line of the Go^el ; and squared ana levelled to the 
horizontal of God's will in the holy lodge of St. John) 
and as such becomes the temple whose muter and builder 
ia God." 

It wpeare, my Lord, from the above facts, GMb the 
Ii9]ne of St. John wasa generic term for all Freemaaont* 
lodges. And this will be further apparent from a perusal 
of the " Golden Remains of the early Masonic Writers;" 
for they uniformly meak of the two St. Johns as being 
universally received as the undoubted patrons of the 
Craft. It is a feet that was never once called into 
question, although it must be confessed that the reasons 
for its adoption slightly vary. Onr transatlantic Brethren 
say — " The dedications are made to these saints, not as 
ChristiuiB, ' but as eminent Masons; and if we are gra- 
tuitouB in bestowing such ^ character upon them, this 
does not affect the merit of the argument, because the 
dedication ia made under the 'supposition that this is 
their character. They are honoured ^ us, not *&& sainia, 
bnt as good and pious men — not as teachers of religion, 
but as bright examples of all those virtues which Masons 
are taught to reverence and practice. And if to all this 
it incidentally happens that they were also Christians, 
such a circumstance should, with a tolerant Jew, be no 
objection to the honours paid to them; but with a 
sincere Christian, a better reason."' In this passage, the 
identity of the persons ia preserved — however the reason 
'ir their adoption may difier from that which was assigned 

7 our Brethren of the last century. 

These are the iacta, and they cfuinot be shaken by an/ 
amount of ar^unient. There tney stand, and no sophist^ 
can explain them away. In the words of a toodem 
writer, " a truth remains a truth, though all ttie world 
agree to call it a lie; and error is not the less erroi', 

■ Hoom'* Hag.. ToL fii. 
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though every le&nivd body in ChriBteDdom certify to its 
veracity. Hypotheses «ad theories maj be talked about 
aad fought about as loog as we will, and then w« shall 
be M &r from a Batisfactory conclaaion as ever." The 
above series of facta serve to direct oar path; and bjr 
their removal we m^e " shipwreck ef our ancient faith.'" 
Wemigbt as well prostrate trial by jury, and still contend 
that the British constitution exists \n all its primitive 
perfection. We might as well strike out an asteriam 
fi-om the sky, and still argue that its ancient appearance 
is unchanged. We might as well expel the St. Johns 
from the system of Chriatianity, and exhibit the Redeemer 
without a proelamation on the one hand, or a recorder 
of his actions on the other. 

But it is contended that, as FreemasoDiy was in 
exi^nce mjuiy ages before either of the St. Johns 
flourished, they could not possibly h&ve been its original 

Eatrons. Nor is it asserted that they were; and, tnere- 
>re, the objection may be admitted in its full force 
without affecting the proposition, that the two St. Johns 
are the legitimate patrons and parallels of <he Order. In 
fact, it proves nothing; for, in another stage of their 
progress, the old lecturers distinctly explain the origin 
of uieir appropriation in the following words, which are 
but the BXteuBion of a ritual alpeady cited : — " After the 
flood, the Masons were called NoachidEB, and from the 
building of the tabernacle, the lodges were dedicated to 
Moses. From the building of the first temple at Jeru- 
salem to t^e Babylonish captivity,' Freemasoas' lodgea 
were dedicated to King Solomon; from thence to uie 
coming of Shilo, they were dedicated to Zerubbabel; 
and from that time to the final destruction of the temple 
by Titus, they were dedicated to St. John the Baptist; 
but owing to the many massacres and disorders which 
attended that memorable event. Freemasonry sunk very 
much into decay ; mtmy lodges were entirely broken up, 
Mid few could meet in sufficient numbers to constitute 
their legality ; and at a general meeting of the Craft held 
at Jerusalem, it was observed that the principal reason 
for the decline of Masonry, was the want of a Grand 
Master to patronize it; they, therefore, deputed seven of 
their most eminent members to wait upon St John the 
Kvangelict, who was at that time Bisnop of Ephesus, 
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requesting him to take upon himself the office of Grand 
Master. He returned lor answer, that though well 
stricken in ye&ra, yet having been in the early part of 
his life initiated into Masonry, he would accept the 
office;* th«reby completing by his Idaming what the 
other St. John bad begun by his zeal ; and thus drew 
what Freemasons term a line pardlel ; ever siacfi which, 
FreemasoDs' lodges, in all Christiau countries, have been 
dedicated both to St. John the Baptist and St. John the 
Erangelist." 

In this formula, the reason for placing the two St. 
Johns as the parallels of Masonry, is so plainly stated, M 
to admit of neither doubt nor dispute. If the St. Johns 
are to be understood symbolically, then Zerubbabel, and 
Solomon,' and Moses,' and Noah, must also be symbolical 
characters, for they are placed on exactly the same basis. 
This is an hypotheslB which the most sceptical Brother 
will scarcely be willing to admit ; because if it were con- 
ceded. Freemasonry would become-a visionary institiltion, 
its landmarks would be doubtful, and its references un- 
iuterestina; and obscure. If the above personages be 
all^orical, what will become of the deliverance from 
Egyptian bond^e — -Moses and the Tabernacle — Jeptha 
and the Ephraimites — Solomon and the Temple, ice., 
&c.t They must all, by the same rule, be considered 
allegorical, and the very worst charges of Paine, Carlisle, 
and others, who denied the reality of all these events 
and persoaa, will be fathered iSpon' the fraternity; a 
consmnmation which would soon sweep if away frontt 

' It is an historical fact, that the earlj Christin-'-^ j'^nt b f'epatatiiMi 
to St. John in his old age, requeetiog him to civt iIkiti s code of 
rales for their observmiir'e, that the identity of their f^th might be 

Serpetnated as an eiohisive society. Thus Dr. Kitto sKys (Aimot. oa 
omi, i., 1, " The intiimitionB preseryed by the early fathen inform 
hb that tbe aged apostte was iiidaced to mnte his gospel at the eametl 
loHcitaliinu ^the chnrcket in Aaia Mtnor, with a viev of orertiimiiig 
the errors which nero theo promulgated by Cerinthus, thu Nioolaitans, 
■n^ Dthars. As these- errors were, for the most part, founded on 
mistaken notions of the real nature, character, and office of Jesas 
Christ, he selected from the hiitnvy and dt*oonrses of his Lord those 
passages which bore most strongly ujion these sulneots; and whioh 
tended, by the eihibition of correct -news, to orerthrow the existiiig 
errors,' and establish a rule of faith for tiie fiitme, on those pc^ti 
whioh hmd been brought into dispute." 
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tibe Uoa of t^e Mxtb^ p)UH\ied hy tha enontiiUH cf 

Bx^t your Lordship will be nt oo low to dboover that 
tbe diversity ia tho fonaolse ooostitutea a atronff eri- 
deiice of the truth of the facts, because it pFoves ui^t in 
every modification or improvemeot of the lectorea, which 
took pta^e durisg the last century, the descriptioD of 
patronage and pajrallelisai never varied ; and the legality 
of dedicating the lodges to St John was never ques- 
tionedt hut was esteemed as an admitted truth, miidk 
none but the most captious cowan ever ventored to 
controvert. 

In- the original lectures compiled by Saver, Faynet 
wad Pesaguliers, and improved by Andersen, Desaguliers, 
and Cowpei ; ia the levisious o/^Quackerley and Martin 
Clare, twice repeated; and in the extended rituals of 
Hutchinson, Preston, and others, which were in use 
down to the reunion in 1813, and by some lodges even 
to th^e prevent time, all of which have been cit^ above, 
the St Johns occupy their jplace as the patrons of 
Masonry; no link in ^e chain of »vid«ice is broken; 
for in no one ritual, whether. iMcient or taodern, which 
y/aa in use during the whole Century, have they beeaa 
omitted. 

But there is a further proof of greater antiqaity than 
UN we have yet noticed, that blue Masonry was digni- 
fi^ with the name of St. John. In a system of Masonrv 
UB^, aa it is confidently aflSrmed, in the fourteenta 
century, the following passage occurs in the O. B. : — 

" That Ton will always keep, goardt and ooBoeaL 
And mna this time jon never will reveal. 
Either to H. M.^ F. C, or apprentioef 
Of St John'B Ordw, wbat oar gnud inteot ia." 

HaM we have the name of St John's Masonry [tarticn- 
larly aasiirned to three degrees only ; and, if it were a fact 
UBlversaUy acknowledged at that period, we may safely 
conclude that its origin may be dated at a much earlier 
«poob ; and even earned back to the time when the Evange- 
list ionrished. In a word, the Masons of the eighteenth 
eegtiiiy would have sacrificed every other landmark of 
the Older, rather than abaoidon their ancient and legiti* 
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mate patceiu. P&ley says — " I kaow not a more rash 
or unphlloBopbical conduct of the underetandiDg, than 
to reject the Babatance of a story, by rettson of some 
diversity in the circumstances with which it is related. 
The oaual cHaisoter of human teetimonT ia subBtantial 
truth under circumfitantial variety. Thu ia what the 
duly experience of courts of justice teaches. When 
aocouoteof a transaction come from the mouths of dif- 
ferent witDOBses, it is seldom that it ia not possible to 
pick out ^parent or real inconBistencies between them. 
These incoosisteBcies are studiously displayed by an 
advH'se pleader, but ofteotimes wi^ little imprassion 
apOD the minds of the judges. On the contrary, a close 
and minute agreement induces the suspicion of confede- 
racy and fraud. When written hiBtones touch upon the 
same scenes ,of actioq, the comparison almost always 
affords ground for a like rejection. Numerous, an4 
sometimes important variations present themselves ; not 
seldom also, absolute and final cohtra4fctions ; yet neither 
one nor the othm are d«emed sufficient to shake the 
credibility of the main fact."' 

Now this arrangement of chaogine the grand patrons of 
Masonry along with the systems ot religiQn by which it 
is practised, is perfectly censlstent with x>rdin&rT usage 
in other important matters. Before the legation of Mosea, 
the patriarchal religioQ was the true one, and it was 
dedicated to Noah and Abraham ; -the former being digni- 
fied with the appellation of "a preacher of righteous- 
ness, "* and the Fatter of "the father of the faithful."* 
After that event the legitimate system of faith was no 
' longer patriarchal but Jewish, and was accordingly .dedi- 
cated to Moses and Aaron, as lawgiver and priest ; the 
one being called " Moses prophet," and also " a burning 
and a shiiuDg Ught," as bis SHCcessor was afterwards 
named ; and the other " Pharaoh's Ood."* Aad from the 
advent of 'the Messiah, mankind are expected by the 
Almighty to embrace Christiaaitr aa the only efficient 
means of salvation, and it was dedicated to Christ the ~ 
Son of Qod, as *' a Light to lighten tlie Gentiles, and ths 
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glory of Israel ;'" of whom St. John the Baptiflt wu 
the herald, and St. John the Evangelist the beloved 
disciple. 

la imitation of thia example, which was prescribed by 
the Divinity himself, patnarchal Preemaaonry had for 
its grand paraltela Noah and Abraham ; when it was in' 
the cuatoay of the Jews, the lodges were dedicated to 
Moaea and Solomon ; but after the deatructios of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, and the dissolution of the Jew- 
ish polity, both civil and ecclesiastical, Masonry fell 
into the hands of the Christians, and was, by a very 
natural process, placed under the especial patronage of 
the herald and tne chief diaciple of the divine Founder 
of their religion. Again, under the patriarchs, the Ma- 
aona were called Noachidas ; by the Jews, Cionyaiacs 
or Geometricians ; and by the /Christians, Masons or 
Freemasons; but in all ages they were equ^y styled 
"the Brethren" (oi ahhpoi). 

On this rational interpretation of a very obvious pi'ao- 
ti<^e, it. appears wonderful that Christian Masons of our 
own country, aftec the appropriation has remained undis- 
puted for eighteen hundred years, should endeavour to 
overturn it, and restore the obsolete custom of attri.- 
buting the patronage of Christian Masonry to Moses and 
Solomon, which is at variance with the concurrent prac- 
tice of all time/ The above process is the great touch- 
stone by which the legitimacy of any ceremony, or series 
of ceremonies, can be rationally determined. And I 
would have it perfectly understood, ray Lord, that I am 
speaking of Masonry as practised by Christians. In 
Jewish lodges the appropriation of masonic patronage to 
Moses and Solomon is perfectly' just, and in keeping with 
the above line of argument, altkaugk it is precisely (Ae utme 
violation of the univerialiti/ of the Or^ as the Christians 
are charged *ith, who assign their Masonry to the Grand 
Mastership of the two St. Johns. 

My researches have been unsuccessful to determine the 
exact period when the above parrallelism was introdnced 
into the Order. In the earliest lectures (a.d. 1721), it is 
mentioned thus : — " God's good greeting be to this our 
happy meeting. And all right worehipfal brothers and te\' 
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lows of the n^t worshipful imd holy lodge of St. Jolm. 
Q. Wliydo you denominate it the holy lodge of St. John? 
A. Because he was the forerunner of our Saviour, and 
laid the first parallel line to the Gospel." We are there- 
fore bound to conclude that it waa a dognia of great 
aotiqaity. In another formula which was introduced a 
few years later, improved by Bro. Dunckerley, t^e paral- 
lelism is still more intelligibly enunciated. — "in all 
regularly constituted lodges there is a certain point 
within a circle ; the point representing an individual 
brother; the circle representing the boundary line of 
his duty to G-od and man, beyond which he ia never to 
suffer his passions, prejudices, or interests to betray him 
on any occasion. Thu circle u eaiivrdered by two'perpea' 
' diculaT parallel Una, repretentmg St. Jmhn the Baptut and 
St. John the Evangelist., who wct* perfect parallels in Christi- 
anity as vxll as in Masonry ; and upon the vertex rests 
the book of the Holy Scriptures, which point out the 
whole duty of ninn. In going round tnis circle we 
necessarily touch npon these two lines, as well as on 
tlie iluly Scripture ; and whilst a Mason ke^s himself 
thus circuiiiKTi!>e 1, it is impossible that he should mate- 
rially err." 

A curious illustration of this symbol of a circle and 

i)arancl liiip>, in connection with the two St. Johns, is 
bund iu the aacii^iit union of the zodiacal circle with 
the period ^\heu the festival of the two saints was cele- 
brated. In 1 be old Runic Fasti, a wheel or circle WEis 
used to denote the festival of Christmas. The learned 
Qebelin derives Yule, the ancient name of Christmas, 
from a primitive word, carrying with it the general idea 
of revolution and a wheel;, and it was so called, says 
Bede, because of the return of the sun's annual course 
after the winter solstice. This circle is common to both 
festivities. Thus Durand, speaking of the rites of the 
feaat of St. John the Baptist, informs us of this curifus 
circumstance, that in some places they roll a wheel 
about, to signify that the sun, tnen occupying the highest 
place in the zodiac, is beginning to descend.* Here we 
have a copy of the circle and the two parallel lines ; for 

* Sm AnL Tnlgn o. nriL ; and Brand on Midaummer Eve. 
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t^ ceremony wAs used on the days of St. John tfa« 
Baptist and St. John the Evangelist, firom the very first 
eatabliahment of Christianity. Naogeorgus obserree, that 
the people imagine the rolling of this wheel to be a token 
of good Indt. These are hia words : — 

" TImu doth the jojfbll feast fit John 
The Baptist take hia tune. 

When bonfierg great, with lofde flame. 

Id btbtj tome doe bnnie. 
Some get a lOtten weele. 

All wome and eoot wide, 
Which, oovered ronnd abont with rtmre 

And tow, they oloselj hide ; 
And eiiyed to some motmfaunea top; 

Bong all with fire li^t, ' 

Thej horle it downe with Wolenoe, 

When darke appears the uigbt; 
Besembling much the Btume, uiat &om 

The heavens down Blould fal, 
A Btnumge and monstioQa sight it seemea, 

And feanfuU to them «U. 
But tlle^ mppose their inisohiefea all 

Are likewise tlirowne to hell ; 
* And that from harmed and dauDgen now 
. In iafede hfii« thej dwelL"* 

I bare the honoor to remain, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient 

Servant and Brother, 
GEO. OUVEE, D-D. 
Soopviok Vioange, Nov. 2fi, 1B47. 

* Pi^idi Kingdome, IdL 54, tt. 
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"lamireUamrethBtlhewritBrvhoendaaTDBn to lepmte trnlh from BctioB 
Id ancient hiitory, ondortake* a ta«k Thioh i« more likely lo proTo Uborioas to 
btnuelf than itgreeable Co others. There i* perhspa a menial pleaanre, whict 
thongh tew avoir, jet man; foel, In cDnlampUting remote eveota obacDCElf 
kuown, embelliiiTied by fiincj, and' amplified by exaggeration- We Acaroely 
desire to know the troth, where llotion pleawa bettec ) nor U It irithost a fang 
that wu patt with oar Snt yonthfal notlooi, ot that wa break those «>rly aarn 
ciattone which were fotmod wiiea the judgment wag jel immahire, and wbenlba 
iioaglnation waa atill tbe mling faculty of the mind." — Sib W. DRomiaiiD. 
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LETTER IV. 



Mr LoED, 

In puTBaanoe of ttie generat plan of this enqniiy, we 
will now conaider a little in detail the true reasons why 
the two St. Johns were invested with thes^ masonic 
honours. And 6rst of the Baptist, who is described as 
the grand patron of Masonry in the charter of Colne, 
under date of 1655. This ancient document states that 
" the Masters of oar Order toqk the name of Initiated 
Broihert of St. John, following the footsteps, and imitating 
the conduct of St. John the Baptist, the forerunner of 
the Light, and the first martyr of the enlightened." And 
asain, " the brotherhood or Order of Free and Accepted 
Masons dedicated to holy St. John, is not a branch of tbe 
Temple, nor of any other spiritual or temporal order ; 
neither is it united to tbe one or to the other; neither 
has it derived its origin from them ; nor has it the least 
communion with them in any shape or manner whatever ; 
but it is much more ancient than all those orders of 
knighthood, and existed in Palestine and Greece, as well 
as in both divisions of the Roman Empire, before the 
crttsadea and the departure of the above-named kqighta 
for Palestine.'" 

Kow, although there are reasonable doubts about the 
genuineness of this charter, yet, if spurious, it was evi- 
dently fabricated on principles which were universally 
believed to be true at tbe time of its promulgation; 
because if any new or startling doctrine, which had never 
before been contemplated, had been attempted to be 
foisted on the frat^ity — such as the expulsion of an 
ancient patron, and the svbstitutioo of another whose 

a the "FreemMons' Qoorterlj Bavkw," 
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name had never yet been connected with the tnstitQtion 
— the docoment woold not have been Buffered to circulate 
amongat the fratenuty as an aathentic production. It 
appear»,'therefore, clear that at the time of its compilatioa 
St. John was univerBally received as the patron of the 
Order ; and the conclusion will be the same whether the 
docmneDt be really as ancient aa the date implies, or 
whether it be an interpolation or forgery of the last 
century. 

St. John the Baptist was probably selected aa the 
Grand Master of Masons,* because he heralded the Chris* 
tian dispensation, as had been predicted by Halachi fonr 
hundred years before his birth f bearing witness to the 
Light f for in the year S6, he emerged from the wilderness, 
aiM announced himself as the harbinger of cme mightier 
than he, who would speedily appear as a deliverer, and 
whose shoe's latchet ne was not worthy to unloose.* 

■ In the jeex 1773, the Brethren at Prague boill a lure and eiten* 
rire eatobbshment fb^ poor maaonio cbiMren, and called it " St. J<^n 
die Baptist's Hospital." The bojs were tan^t reading, irritiug, and 
aritlmietio, and the girla spinning, knittiDg, and ererj other naefiil 
female accomplishment. 

» Mai. iii., 1. 

4 In an amdeot tr&dition, St. JoTln the Baptist is expected t» be an 
attendant on Hw SanoaF at the day of jad|meDt, when Jesna Christ 
will descend in clondi aboTe the rallej of JehoriiaphBt, attended l^ 
nii^e orders of angola — the croas, the orown, and other instruments of 
thfl passion, being borne ronnd him ; the &v6 wonnds shining like 
mbies. with the Virgin Mary on his tight hand, and John the Baptist 
on his left, as thej- are represented in the ptuntinea and iUuminations 
of.the middle ages, tuMMnpanied respectiTely by the saints of the Old 
and New Testament ; the whole forming a vast amphitheatre of rioij. 
The Bonk of Life ia then to be opened, and tiie friunpet blown, 
nimraonrng mankind to Jndgfnent, when their eternal destiny will be 
finally pronounced. 

'. Hark i., 7. The spnrions gospel of Nioodemns, wUch, howerer, 
was e^emed canonical by Uie Aw^-Saions, and i«ad in Htm 
churches, speaking, in the eighteenth chapter, of the descent of Cbiiat 
into'Hadea, and of the wonders he performed thw«, haa the following 
passage ; — " The prophet Isaiah, there preaent, said, this is the Light 
tbat proceedeth &om the Father, and from the Son, and A^m €bo Holy 
Ghoat, of which I prophesied white yet in the flesh, saying. The fand 
of Zebnlna and the land of NaphtnU, the people sitting in darknees 
have seen a great light. Then came there forward Into the midst of 
ttem * stranger, an ascetic from the wildemesa, and the patriarchs 
said onto him. Who art thou 7 And he said, I am John, the last of 
the prophets, who have made straight the way of the Son of God, and 
preached to the people repentimoe for the remiasion of sins. And 
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Henoe tbe BamlidMn Chriatianfl believed thai the Hpirii 
of Light eotered into John at the ba{)ti8iD mt Chrilt, ami 
that Hiero wai ooDveqnentl^ some portion of divinity a 
Jum, which elevated him above mortality. Hia great 
parallel the EvangeUst, to viodioate hia tepatation, ropo- 
oiated thia doctnne, by saying "tber^ was a man lent 
from God whose n^me waa Jonn. The aame came^ a 
wiineat, to bear witueaa of the Light, that aU men throagh 
him might believe. He vxu not tkat Light, bat waa anit 
to bear witneee of that Light. That was the true Light 
^meaning Chriat) which lighteth every man that cornel^ 
into the world."' And then he gives an accooat of the 
mission sent by the Jews to ascertain who John tiie 
Bi^tist really was, when he con£iased and dsnied not, 'f I 
am not the Christ; "* In the following year, Jesus, who 
bad hitherto abode vnth hia parents in obscurity, preaeDtad 
himsdif to be baptized by John. The prophet of the 
wilderness reoogmzed him, and told his disciples, " thia 
is the Lamb of God that taketh away the aim of the 
world." 

In this traQsaction, John ^peared in the character of 
Elias, having been first announced by the prophet Isaiah 
aa '* the voice of one cr]ring in the wildemees, prepare 
ye thew&yof Jbhovah;"* whidi are the exact words used 

tlifi Son of Ood oame onto me, and sMiog lum £roiil afar, I »^ ti> 
'a, Behold the Lamb of God whidi taketh tw^y the am of 
A«dvith mr band I baptised him in the riTer Jordan, 



the people, Behold the Lamb of God whidi taketh tw^y the sin of 
thewodid. A«d with mr band I baptised him in the riTer Jordan, 
asd I beheld the H0I7 Qboet dfiBOending on him aa it #eie a dore. 



and I heard the voioe of Qod the Father saying, Thia ia mj beWed 
Son, in whom I ant well pleased. . And for uia oanae hath be Mnt Jooe 
elao onto yon, that I may declare how that the opl; bogotten Son 
of Glod ia coming hither, that nfaosoever aball beheTe in hioi n>a,j 
be Bared, bat wbosoerer beliereth not shall be damned. Wherefora 
I worn 70a all, that ye worship when yoa see him, for now ia jour 
Dulj tune of repentanoe for joux bowing down to idols in the npper 
world of vanitf , and for wh^rer else wherein jon have ainnad ; for 
from boDoe&iiib this 1^ be imposuble." 

' John i., 6^. ' Had. 20. 

' Isaiah xl., 3. " This Angel-Lord of die oorenant," Bf» the 
leamed Faber, {Ei^ Diss., toL ii., p. 7,] "is to be preceded by «mos- 
•ei^er, who, like the hBTbinger of a great eastern priuoa, ia to pre- 
pare the way before him, by leveUing eaoh sjmholical mountain, and 
br filling each symboUoal valley. T^e j[>erKia titna exhiUtad nnder 
the aspect of a prepantory messenger, u, we are aAerwwda tc4d, m 
i^ipeaiuoe of me prophet Eluah. For aa die messenger ia to pra- 
paca tha wi^ before Jduvah, inasmnoh aa Jehorah ia the qtaiLac, 
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by St. Mark when describing the miasioa of John.* Thus 
Elijah the prophet re-appeared in the person of the son 
of Zech&rias, aocording to the testimony of Jesns Christ ; 
and f(» & Bimilar reason St. John the Evangelist was 
oUased by the early Chiietians with Enoch, because he 
and Elijah were the only two persons who had the good 
fortona to be translated to hearen withoat tasting the 
mias of death; and this idea was confirmed by what 
Cbrist said to Peter respecting the other great, parallel — ■ 
*' If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ;"" 
whence his disciples concluded that he also would not 
die. 

John was thus divinely commiaaioned tfarougb tiie 
angel C^abriel, t« go before Christ "in the spirit sod 
power of Elias ;"" not only to prepare his way, Tsut to 
remore every obstacle tbat might tend to impede hia 
mission f to reduce '^tbe hif^est of hills," and to exalt 
" the lowest of vallsya," that be might " make straight 
the way of Jehovah."" . In like manner Elias is expected 
to re-appear, to clear the way before the second coming 
of Ohnst to judgment." Hence it was that the Redeemer 
pronounced respectiug John, that " no greater man was 
ever born i"^ and for tbis reason he performed the lite of 
baptism (m ^e Saviour of mankino, and was fovoared 
with a vision of the Holy Trinity." And more than tbia, 
be parted with his life rather than forfeit bis iot^rity." 

wlto says, reajpeoliiig himself, 'b«j&r« Ha, so ii Elijah to be nmilailj 
maoifeBted beKire the coming of the great and terrible dayof JohoToh. 
Now this mjstio Elijah, in whom the Jews, adopting the wild Bpconl*- 
tiom of the QentUee respeoting the metempBychoeis, teem to ha,n 
•^aet«d & literal re- appearance of the prophet, is, bj oor Lord him* 
em, expresalj identified with John the Baptist^, fbr John came in the 
Bpilit and power, thongh not in the actual person ef El^ah. Bat the 
olSoe of the Baptist is declared to b« thatof a precursor to Christ. 
And the office of the figuratiTO messenger Elijah, is similarly declared 
to be that of a preoarsor to the Angel-Lord of the 0OT«nant. Heoo» 
tiie identifioation of Elijah and the Baptist leads, of plain neessai^, 
to the identifioatioD of the Angel-Lord and Christ." 
' * Hark i.. 3. " John xxi., 23. ■■ Lake i., 17. 

" John i., 33. » Mai. iv., 5. 

>• Matt li., 11, 14. " Mark i., 10. 

" Mark Ti., 27. " Wbe&. John the Baptist oame, the Jews wna 
not left to form ragoe specnlationE as to tne natare of his oharaotev 
and office. His dress and hie whole oonduct pointed him o«t to be 
the mystio^ Elijah ; and bis indnatrions affectation of the wildemesSi 
at dta Teiy time {aa we learn firom pagan testimoniee) when ^ tlta 
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The masonic tlieownahists ff t\ie taat centniy that 
e^lained the miBsioa of John the Baptiat — " Eliu in the 
n»irit of zeal is John the Baptist's antitype, figaring, aa 
Old John the Baptist more eminently and immediatelT) 
the Father's fiery zeal in the holy first principle ; ior 
Elias and John's admiaistration was in the Father's pro- 
perty. The ^eat couflaence of all Judea to his baptwni, 
shows the universality of the Father's applications, con- 
TictioDs, and drawings. Thus the groans of penitent 
soula proceed from the Father's condemning oonvictious; 
whereof John the Baptist's ministry and himself is the 
lepreBentation."" And it is further remarkable, tiuft 
Eliae and John were alike girded with the masonio ^ron. 
Thus when the servant^ of Ahaziah iafonned him l^t 
they had been reproved by a strange prophet for going to 
consult the' idolatrous oracle of Baalzebub in Ekron, he 
said unto them, " What manner of man was he which 
came up to meet you, and told yoa these words f" And 

East expected that person whoge appearanoe had been foretold tomid 
the cIoBe of tJie now rapidlj' ^ipinug Heventy ireeks, might weU lead 
tbem to oonolade that he waaAe predioted WlMnger of theMeMiah. 
Bat -whatever doubta thej m^ht mnooentlj entertain in the first in* 
etanoe, he himself out tUem off fMm all plea of DiisapprehendiBg hii 
pretenaiona. ■ /,' Boid he, ' am the voice of one eryin^ in the iaU4tr- 
nas, ifc. ; iti( IIb that covgth aftBk ke U vUghlter than I, ifc.' 
Here hd uneqairooally tells them that he was himaelf the preditrted 
herald of that expected 6reat,Prinoe, for whom he deemed himself 
nnworthv to perform even the mpat menial offices ; just a» the m}rflti- 
oal £1^bIi was to be no more than the precursor of the Messenger* 
Lord of the ooTenant, when he was about to oome luddenl^ to his 
own temple. And now they at least eonld not mistake his claim ot 
oharaoter, whether they ehose to allow it or not. Thej must iuirtr 

Serceived that he gave himself out to be the forerunner of the 
lessiah." (Paber ut supra.) 

" " Few thines appear more oonspicuonrij in the gospels tiian tbe 
expectation of the Jews that Elioa was to oome- among tiiem. as the 
harbinger of the Mesaah. This eipeotatiea was founded on the 
prophecy of Maloohi; which, howsTer, they misunderstood, 08 ttiey 
did the propbeoies oonoeming the Messiah himself. Onr Savioar 
explains the sense in which this foretold coming of Elias waa to' be 
understood — that is of one who was not Elias personoUj, hot who 
should oome tn the spirit and pouxr of Eliai, or, wbo should be the 
antitjpe of Eiiasi as the MeK«iah wsa of Dayid. We ore ftirther 
told, that this woe aooomplisbed in John tiie Baptist, who in spirit 
and in power, and even in some personal ciroumstanobs resemNed 
Eliae, and who came to prepare the war of the Lord, oa it hod been 
piedioted that EUob should ooma" (Kitto on Haik ix., 13.) 
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tiiej sniwered him, He wai an hairy man* and girt wuk 
a girdle ^ leather about fat lomt. And he aud, " It ia 
Bbjah the Tishbite."'* Thos fOao we find that John 
the Baptiat, of whom Elijah was the prototype, was 
distioguiabed by weaiiog a kdthBm girdie tuxM hit 

Again, ihe origin of ttie eremitic Ii£B waa attributed 
eqaidly to St. John and Eliaa ; and it will be remembered 
that St. John theEvaogeliit waa also an ascetic in Patmos. 
From hence sprang the custom of living in sodalities, and 
parformii^ all the of&cea of life under certain prescribed 
rulea. Tms might- contribute in some degree to lend a 
auiotion to the appropriatiOD of St. Jehn aa the head 
and patron of the Order of Freemasonry, because in its 
ooiutruction, it bears some resemblance to those institu- 
tiona. Antony, the firat Christian hermit, like St. John, 
penetrated into the deserts lying between the Nile and 
tii» Bed Sea, and soon fodnd hieiBelf the leader or superior 
of a vaat society of devotees, who lived according to the 
rules which he imposed. The example waa followed 
throughout all Christendom; and the Carmelite monks 
atill acknowledge Elijah, the prototype of St. John, aa 
their patron and head. 

Another reason why St. John the Baptist might be 
considered as the patron of Masonry by our ancient 
Brethren, was because he performed, the nte of bt^tism 
on the Redeemer of mankmd at the paas^e of the river 
Jordan, where the laraelites entered the promised land, 
and where Joshua set up twelve stones of remembrance, 
that the locality might not be forgotten. And Masonry 
being a Buence of light, St. John was pronounced by 
our Saviour to be "a burning and a shining Liawcf"* 
whence probably originated the fires which were lighted 
up on tniB festival of the saint ;^ although it is not to be 

" 2 KiagB L, 7, 8. " H&rk i., 6. ** John t„ 35. 

" There is a. oariont paaaage on ttos eubject woTth quoting, in d>e 
Homily De Feeto gauob Joheuimj Baptistte :-:-" In worshjp of Sftjnt 
Johan the people waked at borne, and made three maner of fynx : 
MM waa olene bones, and noo woode, and liiat ia oalled a Bone Pjib, 
•Dodier ia clone woode and no booea, and that ia colled a Wode Fjie, 
for pe<^le to ait and wake theiebr ; the third in made of wode and 
benw, and it ia called Saj^t Jonaonya Fyre. The first tyro, aa » 

rht deik Joban Betletti talleth, ho was in oertayne couatrev, so in 
oonntray there was soo greato bote, the which oonsd that aragona 



.yGOQl^lC 



THE JOHJLNinTB MA30H8. 46 

denied that tdmilMr fires were kindled about midnight ok 
the verj moment of the solstice, by the most anoient 
nations ; it was a r^^ous ceremony, and considered to 
dispel evil, and to promote the prosperity of etateB and 
empires. And this, probably, might be one reason why 
the St. Johns h^ two days assigned to' them at the 
aamraer and winter solstices, being the commeooement 
and completion of the ancient and modem year; for 
Gebelin gays that the first of alt years, and the most 
ancient that we know of, began in the month of June [ 
and, in like manner, St. John the Baptist drew the first 
line of the Gospel, and St. John the Evangelist lived to 
see it completely establiBhed and prosperous in the 
world, accoi^ing to the prediction of his Divine Master.** 
And for this reason it was that the early ChristianB, at 
the instance of Gregory, Bishop of Neo-Csesarea, in 
Pontus, instituted festivals in honour of these saints, aa 
a substitute for the solemnities used by the heathen at 
the two solstices. 

Hut, my Lord, there is still auotfaer reason why St. 
John the Baptist is said to have been conudered the 
patron of MasooTyj which is drawn irom the fact that in 
pasung through ^e fissenes, by whom Freemaaoary 

to go togjther, in tokenyiige Aat Johan dj^d in bremiyge love and 
ohartje to Ood qnd man, and th«T that aj6 in ohartje sliall have 
pitft of bU good prayen, and ther tW do not, ahall osTer be MTed. 
Then at these dragons fiewe in.th' ajre their, abed doan to tliat water 
froth of ther kynde. and bo eiiTonjmed the watan, and oansed tnoohe 
peopla for to take theyr deth therby, and many dTreroe s]4eno«se. 
Wjse olerkH knoiretb well that dragona hat« uothing more tbaa the 
ttenobe of brennTDge bones, and tnerefore thej gMeryed oa many 
■a they mighte fjrude, and brant them; and bo with the stenolie 
tfaereot tb?7 drove awaj the dragons, and bo they were broiwht out 
of ereete drgeaa^k Tlie secondQ fyre waa made of woode, Mr that 
wyl bonne Vghl, and wyll be aeen faire. For it is the ofaef of lyr» 
to be aeen tiare, and betokennynge that Saynt Jolian was a lantwnt 
of light to the people. AJko the people mode blaseE of fyra for tliat 
thej shnlde be seeno farre, and apocyallj in the nyght, in token of 
St. Johan's having been seen from far in the spirit t^ Jeremiahs 
The third fyre of bonea betokenneth Johan's martyrdome, fbrhjm 
bones here bent, and how ye shall here." The hamilist aoBOiuta MI 
thia by telling as, that after John'a disciples had buried his body, it 
lay tiU Julian, tbe Apostate Emperor, come that way, ^d oansed 
them to be taken up and burnt, " and he caste the ashes in the wynde, 
bopynge that he ebould never ryse again to lyfe." 
** Jonn ni., 23. 
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wM undoubtedly preserved, (and wbether they were 
Jews, or Christi&DB, or both, does not mftterially aSect ' 
the argumeBt,) it was governed \t^ this entioent iadi- 
Tidual, who was certainly a member of that body, aa is 
evident from these considerations. His father and mother 
died duriog his minoHty, and he wy adopted by the 
Essenes, aod-Uved in the wildernesB. The Essenes did 
not go up to Jerusalem at the feasts ; and we -have no 
reasoQ to believe that John was ever there. His diet 
and manner of living were perfectly conformable to the 
rules of the Essenes. They lived in the country ; so did 
be. They dwelt near the river Jordan, and baptized 
their disciples. John did the same, and thus acquired 
the cognomen of the Baptist. The Essenes fed on dates' 
and other fruit, and in many other, respects agreed witb 
the character of John, as we End it in the gospels. And 
subh a e«lebrated character could not long be a member 
of that community without arriving at the chief dignity 
of the Order. 

It may be remarked, before I' finally conclude my 
observations on St. John the Baptist, that his festiviu 
was observed by other communities besides the Freemi^ 
sons. Stow, in his survey of Loudon, tells ub that, ^'on 
the vigil of St. John Baptist, every man's door was 
shadowed with green birch, long fennel, St. John's wort, 
orpine, white lilies, and such like, garnished with gar'> 
lands of beautiful flowers, and also lamps of glass, with 
oil burning in them all night." He -also mentions the 
custom of lighting fires, which were sometimes called 

. " the blessing fire."- The following curious account I 
extract from Lewis's Life of Bishop Pococke : — • Whanoe 
men of the cuntree uplond bringen into Londoun, on 
Mydsomer Eve, braunchis of trees from Blschopis Wode, 
and flouris fro the feid, and hitaken tho to citessins of 
Londoun, for to therwith her houses gay, into remem- 
braunce of Seint Johan Baptist, and of this, that it was 

. prophesied of him that many scbulden wU in his birtbe." 
*' John the Baptist was remarkable for bis sincerity or 
love ef truth. It was this which prompted his seclusion 
in the wilderness from the period of early youth, and hia 
entire flevotion, until the close of his life, to his mission, 
casting utterly behind him and for^king all the advan- 
tages and privileges of his pat«nial and priestly rank. 
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Kothiiig greater has ever boeo or ever will be accom- 
plished by human eflbrts, unleBs eommeoc^d and proae- 
cuted in sincerity. SiDcerity ia in general the taliHmaQ 
of success. I define lincerity to be such a conviction of 
the truth of a fact as causes an earnest belief in it, and 
an intense ihterest in it — so iutense, that if anything i» 
to be done in revpect to it, the whole powers of the man 
are at once enlisted in the enterprise. It is the charao- 
teriatic of the hero, wherever he has been or may be 
found. Beneath the guiding, tnspiriag; and life-giving 
energy of this characteristic, behold the Baptist drawing 
to his minist^ in the desert, forth frotn out of the luxa- 
riouB cities of Judea, the proud, cold, and formal Phari- 
see, the infidel, philosophic, and sneering Sadducee; and 
forth from Jerusalem and all Judea, and the region round' 
about Jordan, vast multitudes of people. Behold him 
with only the great fact of the cross erected for the 
redemption of man before bis prophetic vision, in his 
raiment of camel's hair, and with, a leathern girdle about 
his loins, iDfluencing the great assembly of the learned 
and unlearned, of the wise and the simple, of the old and 
the young, that gathered around him, with such elo- 

Suence and power, that 'all were baptized of him in 
ordan, confessing their lins.' Behold him, ' severe in 
youthful beauty,' rebuking the Pharisees and Sadducees 
who bad come to his b&ptism as ' a generation of vipers,' 
admonishing them ' to bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
ance, and not to say within themselves, that we have 
Abraham for our father, but to regard the truth that the 
axe was laid unto tbe root of the tree, and that, therefore, 
every tree which did not bring forth good fruit should 
be hewn down and cast into the fire.' Behold him with 
the same truthful zeal urging the publicans ■ to exact no 
more than that which was appointed them,' and charging 
the soldiers 'to do violence to'no man, neither to accuse 
any falsely, and to be cMitent with their wages.' In the 
same all-absorbing love of the truth, behold him steadily 
r«)adiating the spiritual honour, amounting almost to 
deification, which tbe admiring and wonder-stricken 
multitude sought to confer on him ; and diverting their 
attention from himself to Him whom he assured them 
'though coming after him, was preferred before him, 
whose shoe-latdiet he was not worthy to nnleose,' and 
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■wbo, As the 'Lamb of God taking r^ay tte aioa of the 
" world,' was the Only true object it their religiotiB wor- 
tbip. Behold him at a later period, atill the same stead- 
fltSt and enthusiastic lover of truth, rebuking the illicit 
eonnection between Herod and Herodias, and by hia 
martyrdom consecrating this bright and heroic trait of 
(^aracter. The eelf-denial and love of truth of the Bap- 
tist, constitute in him, as in every other finished model, 
the basis of the aaperstructure of virtue, which all suo- 
eeeding generationB admire."** 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

xour Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVER, D. D. 
Boo|p«iok TMM(«e, Dm>. 6, 1847. 
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"Tbe wboleinadiineryoftha ApMalypM, from l>«i;uuiiiig lo end, ■iiuiiiii temt 
TBry ptaioly to have Been borrowed from the nuwhinay of the ■nciont myitaitt , 
Uul thit, if we cooler the Dstnre ortbeiul^ect,wu done with the Ter^ilnctait 
nnenlioa to poolical decornra. Bt John himeelf i« inida to penonale ui upinal 
■bout to be initiiitodi tod accordinfclj tlie imngea praaooted lo hii mind'a e;* 
cloaelf roMmble tbe pngoBnta of the myateriw, bolli in that naton and ia orim 
ot iDoocaUnt."— Fahb. 
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Mt Lobd, 

I FLATTER myBelf that tfae arguments contuDeS in 
the preceding letters have satiBfactorily proved that the 
name of St. Jobs the Baptist' was cotiDected 'with 
speculative Masonry at a very remote period ; and that 
a donfot was never entertained that the parallelism was 
inappropriate. ■ It is equally true that St. John the 
Evangelist was considered one of the patrons of Masonry 
by the universal consent of our Brethren of the last 
century, and is bo denominated in their authorized publi- 
cations.' His pretensions to masonic honours were 
probably founded on the fact, that the machinery of the 
vast and important prophecies contained in the Apoca- 
lypse, bear a great resemblance to the plan of the third 
degree of Masonry before the introduction of the Royal 
Arch. And a masonic writer, under date a. d. 1737, 
speaks of the Hevelatiftii of St. John as "the process of 
spiritual Masonry."* This may appear a startling asser- 
tion to those who have never giten the subject a mo- 
mentary consideration. Your Lordship will understand, 
however, that I am speaking simply' of the dramatic 
construction of the booK, without the slightest reference 
to the interpretation of the prophecies. With this ex- 
planation in view, we will examine how far the eere- 
mooiefi described in the Book of Revelation agree with 
those which are observed in speculative Masonry. 

.Pixs^'tb^nr, *£ ai'e' Ju^sented with the representation 
df'a candidate' fbr admission, knocking at a door,' and 

' See Qtddea BeouiDB, toL i. ■ Ibid. toL i*., Swm. 15. 

' Kev. iii., SO. 
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vraiting patiently till he receives an answer. After some 
delay, he is invited to enter, by a voice from within 
Baying, " Come up hither." Being thus introduced into 
the celeatial lodge, he beholds s new and very imposing 
scene ; the chief object in which is a person splendidly 
arrayed, occupying a throne in the east, canopied by a 
prismatic arch. It is subsequently called, "a great 
white throne;"* great, to show its extent from east to 
west, from north to south, from earth to heaven, and 
from the surface to the centre ;" and white, as an emblem 
of purity and innocence, justice and equity. 

When he looks round he beholds many other persons 
seated, and clothed in white raiment. The magnificent 
Temple where this glorious scene was displayed, was 
lighted by seven lamps, burning with great efiulgence.* 
Tbisis an unequivocal representation of the camp of 
Israel, which was the great prototype of a Mason's 
Lodge. The Q-. A. 0. T. U. is seated on the throne, as 
Ezekiel has described him in the Tabernacle or Temple. 
Hear to the tabernacle the priests and Levites were en- 
camped, and next to the throne were four-and-twenty 
elders sittiag, answering to the princes of the four-and- 
twenty coarses of the Jewish priests, clothed in white 
raiment, as emblems of their purity and sanctity; and 
they bad on their heads crowns of gold. 

The candidate is represented as turning to see who it 
was that spoke to him ; for be had said, " I am Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last." And being turned, 
he saw " seven golden candlesticks, and in the midst of 
them one like the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to his feet, and girt about with a golden girdle."* 
Commentators are agreed that this was a representation 
of the seven branched candlestick of the Tabernacle and 
Temple, which was formerly used to illuminate our 
Lodges, but was transferred to the Boyal Arch about the 
middle of the last century. If this be correct, and the 
authorities for it ar% unexceptionable, then it will be 
easy to imagine, that as each of these branches turned 
about on hinges, for the eouTenience of keeping in order, 
a poisou in the act of bringing them forward to trim 

• Bar. tt, 11. • Ibid, n., 8. ' JWd. ir, 1-8. 
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tbeii wJcki, would ai^tear to a ipectator to be strictly M 
t/u Imddie unong these lamps. It is probable, too, that 
this very sitoatioD is further implied, and expressed, in 
tile following partietilarB : — "He had. in his right hand 
seven stars;" t. e., his arm being extended to trim the 
wicks of the lamps, in order to improve their splendonr, 
they seemed by that operaiaon to be brightened into so 
many stars, while, by their position, they appeared to be 
held Iq hia right hand, thus put forth among them, and 
which they surrounded. 

Now light is the emblem of excellence, discerned, 
acknowledged, and admired by the wortd. A material 
lamp is an imtrument formed to yield an artificial light,, 
which being sustained by oil, the pabulum of light ia 
really nothing but oil kindled into a flame. When a 
tamp is taken' for the emblem of spiritual and intellectual 
excellence, Truth must be its oil ; which, in reality, is 
nothing else than truth displayed, and showing itself to 
the world. Accordingly the oil, whi%h is the food of 
the symbolical lamp set before as iu this part of the 
vision, is truth, divine, moral, religions, or saving truth. 
When the truth is received by any man, he has then the 
mystic oil in himself; and when that oil is kindled into 
a flame, not only is he internally enlightened, but he 
conducts himself accordingly, and becomes truly wise 
sod good.* 

The fraternity will be able. ft) judge, without any 
fiui^er commentary, how far the above dignified repre- 
sentation of the opening ceremonies of the Apocalypse 
agrees with the 'prelimioary rites of the Masonic Insti- 
tution. 

A sacred book is then produced, which is sealfed with 
•epCT KoU; every one of which must be broken before the 
secrets can be disclosed ; and St. John wept because no 
man was found worthy to open themj it being a- task 
reserved for the S. A.O.T.TJ. alone. He is then passed 
through a series of interesting ceremonies, attended bv 
hie angel-guide, as the process of unsealing tiie book 
advances. Several symbols are displayed before him; 
amongst which he particularly observed a bow, a white horse, 
and a crcna^ as emblems of victory, triumph and royalty ;' 

■ Ts7lbr>i Oalmet * Bev. li., Z 
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and also a balane^" and s cAomIx,^ embleniB of justice 
and boapitality; and nt length he is showii the repre- 
Bentation of a blazing atar, aod three .monaten, or atitu- • 
tint, who destroyed oni man oiu of every fAree^'* by inflict- 
ing a deadly wound in the forehead-'* The oandidBte. 
having been at length regenerated, is clothed in white,** 
and receives the sacred book, open, the seals hein^ all 
removed. This book he m desired to swallow," or, ia 
other words, to digest the contents as an attestation 
when the 0. B. is sealed upon the ofwn volunae. The 
nncontaminated twelve, figured by the twelve thousand 
of each of the twelve tribesr that had received th« divine. 
mark on their foreheads, are described as entering the 
Holy Temple in solemn procession, and presentiag thetn- 
selvea before the throne of the Grand Master, bearing 
^prigt of the palm tree as tokens of their innocence.* 
Then follow the mourning of the witDessee," the healing 

' of the wounded forehead, and the raising of the dead." 
After thesp ceremonies had been solemnly performed, 
light is introduced ; the heavens are opened;" the great 
red dragon, with his agents and emissaries, represented 
by unclean beasts like ^ogs, araexpelled by the inQuence 
of light. " Wickedness being restrained, the reign of 
righteousness succeeds, and the administration of justice 
and JNdgment is given to the, saints of the Most High. 
And tiie martyrs and confessors of Jesus, not only thoae 
who were beheaded, or su^red any kind of death under 

. the heathen emperors, but also those who refused to 

'* This was a Ffthigore&B symbol, »nd vu «zplMiied as »n emblem 
of juEtJc«, equiJity, and mediocrity. " Justice,'* uid they, "it tbe 
luwtt perfect Tirtue. aad without which all other virtuea will profit 
nuthiufc i neither must we know it nuperflci&ily only, but by theorems 
and scientific denionstration. This knuwledge is the work of no krt 
VT scienoe, but only of philosophy," HuaU. Protrept, cap. nit.) 

" Xawii (Rev. \i.. 6,) This was also « Pythagoroan symbol, and 
is explained by laqblichus thus : — ''As food ou);ht not to be measured 
by tlic ch<eaix aloue, but by corporiety and animality, so man ouf;ht 
not to lead bis life without being initiated into the mysteries of pbi- 
loBophy; but applying himself thereto, he will learn bovr to take cm« 
of that which is the most divine, i. e., the soul, whose food is not 
measured by the chteniz, but by contemplation and discipliDe." 

» HcT. ix., 18. " Ibid. Till. 3. 

" Ibid, iii., 5; Ti., 11. " Ibid, x., 10; 

" Ibid. Tii.. 9. " Ibid, xl 

<• Ibid, xz, 4. » lUd. zix., II. 
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comply 'trith the idolatrous worBhip of the Iteast aod of 
Ilia image, are raued from the dead, and have a prin- 
cipal Bbar« in the felicitiea of Christ'a kingdom upon 
earth."" 

The regenerated candidate, having overcome, and by 
keeping Us iaith uncontaminated, and his fortitude nn- 
BhaRen by probation, escapes the " depths of Satan,"** 
and is presented with a vAtte stone, in which a new name 
is written, that no man knoWetb saving he that receiveth 
it;** which ia no other than the sacred name which had 
Iwn i(Mt but fflOW vxu found/' the destroyers are appre- 
hended, and subjected to condign punishment.** The 
empire of Light in the New Jerus&lem is estahliahed, 
and it requires neither the sun nor the moon to shine in 
it; for the glory of Ood doth lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the' light thereof." ' The proceedings are dosed with 
the formula of admission and exclusion. " I am Alpha 
teai Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city; for wittiout are dogs 
(cowans, xv*^), and sorcererst and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever Ibveth and 
maketh a lie.'"* 

The above theory may be imaginary ; but it cannot he 
denied that' its leading features bear a marked resem- 
blance to certain interesting ceremonies, of which, it is 
presumed, St. John was not ignorant. And it affords an 
indirect proof that the rites of speculative Masonry were 
not unknown in his day, and that he considered their 
preservation of sufficient importance to merit a p^ace in 
■ these august and comprehensive prophecies. 

There is anoth» reason assigned for the olunis of St. 

" Newtofl on t1i« Apocalypse, ch»p. itit. ' 

*' Th«M were the mjateriee of the Ntcalaiteoa, who oonceiJed their 
errors under deep abetrusenesH, uid spoke of certun intelligeticea 
which created the world in oppontion to God the Creator. Thej 
taught a profound knowledge of tbe nature of angels ; but these were 
communicated oQly in the recesses of thrir midnight coaclaves. Thej 
had also secret books written in a mysterious manner, whiah wer« 
called " the Depths of Satan." 

■ Bar. ii., 17. " Compare Rev. xix., 12, with verse 18. 

»* Her. D. 8. " Ibid, xm., 23. 

•• lUd. xzii., 13, H 16. 
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John the Evangelist to be received u the pttroa of the 

CraA, derived from the aasiuulataoii of ue doctrioee 
which ha taosht to thoae of FreeoiBeoniT-^^BOTHBRLT 
1,078, being the great design of both. It was, fadeed, 
peculiarly a ChriBtisD virtue. ' Neither the Jewish nor i 
the . heathen laws Inculcated this divine quality, by 
which FreemasoDiT is particularly distinguished. The 
former recommended strict retaliation for injuries re- 
ceived. Thus it Was enacted " Thou shalt give life for 
life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, burning for bumiog, wound for wound, stripe for 
stripe."" These laws, which are- extensively «iunciated 
in the Jewish code, appear to have had Uie eSBct of 
legalizing aod tolerating revenge } for the Jews sought, 
on all occasions, to avenge themselves, as a proceemog 
perfectly just and honouraUe } because) the doctrine of 
forgiveness of injuries was not inculcated in the Mosaic 
law. Hence it was that Jesus Christ wss bo eloquent 
on tbe divine qusJity of brotherly love. " Ye have heard 
that it hath been said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for 
a tooth ; but I say unto tqu, that ye resist not evil; but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, tuim to 
him the other also. For If ye love them only which 
love you, what reward have ye?"" Thus teafjhing than 
a benevolent doctrine, which' was so fpreigp to their 
uaaal practice, that it constituted a principal reason why 
he was rejected by the Jews. 

Neither did the heathen possess any just notion of the 
duties springing from brotherly love. In the Roman 
law of the twelve tables, it was provided, " Si membniM 
ruperil, laUo esL" And in practice, revenge was con- 
sidered one of the virtues ; and to forgive an injury, the 
height of pusillaoiinitv. The precepts of heathen philo- 
sophy were addressed to the reason ; and however that 
might be convinced-, the heart remained untouched. 
Hence the vilest of human passions prevailed ; blood was 
shed in torrents, under the plea of glory; private ani- 
mosity was indulged, and coloured by the sacred name 
of justice } and thousauds of murders produced a hero, 
who was received with the loudest acclamatlooB by the 
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tild people, ftnd honoured by tiie etate vifh a public 
tiiamph.'* 

St. John the EvangelLit, in imitatioii of the doctrine 
aS hit divine Master, gave mankind a very different view 
of the mutual obligatioDB-which ought to subsiet between 
man -and. man, under the Christian Boheme. Thus he 
lud, " WhosoevBT doeth not rij^teougneea, ia not of God ; 
neither, he that loveth not his brother. For this ie the 
ineBsBge that ye have heard from the beginning, that ye 
■hould love ODe another. He that loveth not hia brother 
^ideth in death. Hereby perfleive we the love of G-od, 
because he laid down, his life for ub ; and we bnght to 
\^ down our lives for the Brethren. Bnt whoso bath 
this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and 
thutteth np his bowels of compaseion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of QoA in him T"* And so thoroughly 

** Dea EUnga hu lued a veir eztnordimry method of proring tho 
eathtdicitj of the Order. He W sbflolately pat Christiui precept* 



ioto the tooBtba of faektben philoBophers. He makes PythigorM eaj. 
" Love your Mlgkboun, miocour them, and yardon ibtAx oflbtOM ;" 



^i 

and ascribes to ConfuciiiB ^a m^Tiaii;^ 'lore joar neighbour aa jour- 



mU; do unto others as joq would have them do to foa; for^Tejour 
enemies and pray for them." (Lien dea peuples.j 

** I John iii. 10-17. " I know not how it la," t»y* a talented 
American W. M., " but nertr, daring the mim'atrationi of the station 
I have been eo long honoured with among fan, h&ve I been called upon 
to give a charge to my Brethren in Uasoury, without a lively appreci- 
ation of the loTelioeH of his ehancter it-ho was permitted to lean upon 
bU Haster'a broaet; «nd, perhaps, to catch a double portion of the 
benignity of the Master's spirit. You all kmnr to whom I aUuda, — 
Hfu of the Apocalypse-^the patrgn stunt of our Order. While go- 
jonming amidst the magnificent scenery of the celestial city, and 
boldiog commaiM with the masterftil beii^ who thronged its golden 
streets; listening to the uninterrupted tide of adoration Chat SweUed 
tip around the rainbow throne, Uke the sound of 'many waters,'— 
there passed upon him the same infuaion of spirit and heavenly 
vaotiOB that anhnat.B Mm blessed >ntelligen(»s who swept across tM 
nqratioal panonna of bis lofty vision} and hence his sweet epistles 
bNsthe tha sentimants, while they ^>eak the dialect, of the ' Upper 
SanctoMy.' Snrsly no more eodming euk^ eonid be written for our 
laatitatiaa, dun uka simple st«temeat, that npon the burden of hi* 
•Tei7 disoonise there ia peAonified the embodiment, «nd poured out 
the very bodI erf Masoniy. We emblason his name, and record Us 



set apart a solemn festival it 
Tsnary ; and we plant oar altars and dedicate our lodge-rooms to the 
memory of the ' Holt St. Jobn.' We are dl of us, therefore, most 
ImperatiToly bound to respect and rsvtts his opiidons. Will yon, then, 
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WW he im|>pesMd with this truly mawiiic dogma, that he 
extended it to refreshment after labour; and Thomu 
Aquinas has recorded (tf him, that when some of his 
disciples, seeing him amuse hioiself with a childish game^ 
thought he was doing wrong, he bade one of them draW < 
a bow to its utmost extent, and shoot away the arrow, 
and after that aaother, and another, aduog him if ha 
could do BO continually. He answered that he could 
not, because if the bow was contiaually beat, it would 
break. " So," said he, " would the mifid of man be 
broken if it ^ould never have inte^issioa .&om serious 
study ; ri nunvuam eh iatentitme nia rdaxoiretur." And it 
is also told of him, that afler his return from- Patmos, 
being upwards of ninety years of age, he became so 
inSrm, that be could scarcely go to the asseaubly of the 
church without being carried by his disciples. Being 
now unable to make long discourses, his custom was to 
say. In all asBemblies, to the people — "My dear children, 
love one another." At len^h they grew weary of this 
concise exhortation, and when he was informed of it, his 
answer was — " This is what the Lord conmmods you ; 
and this, if you do it, is sufficient." 

Brotherly love is the true masonic chain, indefinitely 
extended, of which every individual Mason forms a link ; 
and it is practically illustrated at the close of the E.A.F. 
song. It is a chain of indissoluble affection, cemented by 
St. John the Evangelist, who hence acquires an indefeas- 
ible right to have his name attached to the Institution ; 
and the practice of this virtue cannot fail to distinguish 
us amongst those who are unacquainted with the beau- 
ties and requirements of qur moral and religious pria- 
ciplea. 



ftdTised, t« inroke bis boDoured preseaoe tinoog you, . 
sa it were, fnmi his own lips, hb own tOMt beMitifnl UMhingB 7 Aai 
I woul4 to heaven, mj compsniona, that the noUe teMOU were gnma 
upoa our gfttM ftud.upon oar door-posts,— thst thej wwe booMl m ■ 
sign nfoa our hMtds, *ad u frootleta between oar «▼«•; aod so to be 
tu^tdiligeutljtoonrohildniiforeTer. Hmt him, then ; — 'Brethm^ 
I write no neut commitnitnent onto you, but. an old commandnient, 
which jehsve had from tbebegiimii:^: — that ye lovt oiie a»other. He 
thatloreth hia brother abidetE in the Jt^bat he that hateth tus 
hrotber wsAkoth in darknat. Qoo a lotej and he that dwoUeth in 
loredwelletii in Qod, and Ood in himl"> (Moore>i Hag., tdL ir.) 
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Such was tbe teaching of St. Joho, and honce big 
memory has been justly exalted by the fraternity ; for 
the language of Freemasonry embodies the same senti- 
ntents as he taaght his diBciples, according to the uniform 
evidence of the writers of the last century. Thus a 
distinguished Mason said — *> Those who are possessed of 
this amiable, this godlike diqrasitaon, (brotaerly love.) 
are locked at misery under every form. The healing 
accents that flow from the tongue, not only alleviate 
the pain of an unhappy sufferer, bat make eren adversitv, 
in ite most diamal state, look gay. When a brother is m 
want, every heart is prone to ache ; when he is bungry, 
we eonTey him food ; when he is naked, we clothe him ; 
and when he is in trouble, we willingly fly to his relief. 
Thus we eVince the propriety of the title we assume, and 
demonstraitfl to ttie world that ^e word Bkotheb, among 
Hasons, is not merely a name."" 

I have the hononr to remain, 
My Lord, 

X our Lordship's obedient 
Serrant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVBB. D.D 

SoopwitkTiosnga, Deo. IS, 1647. 

*> PiMtoB, ad. 1781. 
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THE PAKALLEUBH EZPUIKBD. 
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"It Ii rourkiblB ihat John the B^firt wron^ do mlnolB, Hianlbra Iht 
aafboiilj', nod oonflmuDft proof of iia qi'mion, rated Ter7 much upon lit* 
•Tidenoea wtrioh were exhibited, not b;him*elf,biilb7tfae pason wboie ■i^>av- 
•me be proftMed to fbretel ; mi undoubtedly the minclea of our Ijord did, bj 
k raflected operation, eetebluli the prouhiag of John. For if ■ penen la beM 
d«7i ihoald appear, not wockis^ uymirecle titm«nif| but declaring (botaDotbar 
Mad greater penon wan aoon to follov ; and if that otho* and greater paraon did 
aooardingiy aoan fbllov, and abow fcrth mightj daeda, the vuthorilj of tbs Ant 
paraoo'i nuarion woald be ratiflad by Oie aeoond peraiMt worka." — Pu.n 
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LETTER VI. 



The renaona for the pftrallelum of the two St. Johna 
are stated in the' record alreadv quoted. These two 
eminent aainta were early companions — the otie as master, 
the other as pupil. We have already seen that Stt John 
the Baptist was an Esseniaa Freemason; and it is as- 
serted on competent autlioritp, that St. John the Evan- 
seliat, before the mission of ChnBt commeoced, was his 
disciple.' Th%re must, therefore, have existed between 
them no ordinary degree of friendship. As a {Hvof of 
which, it is farther said, that when the Baptist was 
desirous of a positive conGrmation of his predictions 
respectins the identity of Jesus with the promised Mea- 
sian, for the purpose of silencing the doubts of his disci- 
ples, he deputed St. John the Lvangslist, together with 
another disciple equally faroured^ to ascertain the fact, 
when the extraordinary interview took place which has 
been recorded by St. Luke )n- his Gospel,' the result of 
which was, that the Evangelist immediately joined the 

Earty, and became the beloved disciple of Christ, as he 
imself has told ua.' For it does not appear that Christ 
actually began his mission till about the time when the 
Baptist was imprisoned by Herod. Thus Dean Prideaux 
Bays— "John the Baptist began the ministry of the Gos- 
pel in the fifteenth .year of Tiberius, and continued in it 
for three years and a half; that is, he began it about the 
time of the paschal feast, and continued it till the feast 
of tabernacles in the fourth year aftn. And'tben, John 
being cast into prison, Christ appeared -to take it on him 
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in person, »nd personally carried it on three yeara and a 
half more. So that the whole term of Christ's ministry 
while he was here on earth, as executed first vicariously 
by John, hia forerunner, and afterwards personally by 
himself, was exactly seven years ; and these seven years 
constituted the last of the seventy weeks in Daniel's 
prophecy."* 

They were equally distinguished by the Redeemer of 
mankind; the one as "a burning and a shining light;"* 
whence the Onostios assumed that the Spirit of Light 
entered into John tbe Baptist, and therefore that John 
was in some respects to be preferred to Christ ; and the 
other was called " the belqred disciple,"° and " the di- 
vine."' Thus they formed the personification of Gbeat- 

* Prid. Con., put iL, book 9. Iko exact ebnmsAofj is u foOcnra, 

Mcording to Kitto:— 

John Bftptist wu bom in the tpring, . . . >. c. 5 

Chriat was bom in the kutumn, ■ 6 

Jobn the BaptiBt begins hia miniBtiT, Hitiimi^ I.D. 26 
; Christ bkptia^d, ailtuaiTi, . . . \ : . ' . 27 ' 

Joha the Baptist imprisoaej, 28 

Chiyst'e miuiitry besins, 28 

John the Baptist beneued, . i 29 

T}iat tbe birtb of Cbris^ is thus g^ven to tbe wtamn of tbe year S 
before Christ, ia an apparent, ttiom^y irhich may require a few wordi 
of explaoation. The en of the birth of Christ w&s not in use tiU *. !>. 
S32, in the time of JustiniaD, whon.it was iDtniduoed bj JMonyaint 
KxigniiB, a Scythian by birth, and a Roman abbot ; and which only 
began to prevail in the West about the time of Chariee Martel and 
Pope Gregory II., a. d. 730. It has long been ^reed by all chronolo- 
gers that' Oionyaiua made a mistake in placing the birth of Cbriat 
S(HDe yearn too lata ; but tbe imount of the difference haa been Tui- 
uusly esUiDated at two, three, fbur. Arc, or even eight yeara. Tba 
most general conclusion is that which is adopted in our Bibles, and 
which places the birth of Christ /iinr jcitrs lieforo the common era, or 
more probably a few months more, according to the coneiuBion at 
Ualea, which we hare deemed it proper to adopt. The grounds of thic 
conclusion are bwgely and aUy ptated io the Analysis, toL i., pp. 83- 
93. As to the day,-^it appears that the.2Sth of December waa not 
dxcd upon till the time of Constantine, in tbe fourth century, althongll 
there waa an early tradition in ite favour. It Is probable tbat it 
really took phice about, or at, tbe feast of tabernacles (say ths 
autumnal equinox) of S b. c, or at the paasover (^y the vernal 
equinojc) of 4 b. c, The former is the opinion of Dales and others^ 
and the litter of Archbishop Usher and our Bibles. 

• John v., 35. • Ibid, xxi., 20. 

^ John is generally suraamed ^ tbe divine," from the sublimity <i( 
hi* knowledge^ particularly in tbe begiiuung of his gospel. Ua to 
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iffw and Qoooimsq. wiiiob were «rer the qiwUtwe that 
drew down- public fespect Ofii appUupe; and amoDgst 
heathen aatioofi, aa we Leam frtna Selden, couatltated the 
attributes of the celestial deitiefl,.aQd elevated deoeaied 
mortals to tbe same supernal dignity. For tbese rwsooi, 
tbe two St. Jobos w^e likeaea to the pillu oijin and 
dovd which attended the Israt^tesia their escape fnom 
Egyptian boDdage.. Tbe former, because he preached 
tbe unqiteacbabXe^re which, is the punishment of sin } 
and tbe latter, because he inculcated the subdued virtue 
of brotherly love, the practice of which, like the Opera- 
tion of the dovd to tbe cunp of Israel, whes it moderated 
the heat of tbe aun in that parched cKmate, would Mrra 
to avert tbe ever-burning Ere of bell. This pillar was 
a light and a guide to the Israelites throu^ toe, wilder- 
Bess of Sin, than they might attain the. promised land in 
safety; and the two St. Johns — one by announcing the 
Saviour, and the other by his benevolent doctrines — ere 
a light and a ttuide to all mankind while toiling through 
the sinful wilderness of this world, that they may arrive 
at the heavenly Caoaan, and rest for ever from their 
labours. Besides, St. John the Evangelist was chosen to 
be a witness to Christ's transfiguration, aiid was actually 
enveloped in the cloud on that great occasion.* 

Again, as the columns of Solomon's porch, called Jachin 
and Boa£, were typical, of this cloudy abd fiery pillar, so 
tbe early Cbristians likened them to tbe two St. Johns, 
which will appear in the estimation of our ancient Breth- 
' rsD to have made bhe «aralleliBm cohiplete. Boax rqare- 
•eated strength, and Jachin to eBtabliflh; and together 
they referred to the divine promise that God would 
establish his holy temple in strength. Tbe fiumer re- 
ferred to tbe sun, which rejoiceth as a giaut to ran its 
course}* and the latter to the moon, because, like the 
pillar of a cloud, its light is mild and beautiful, being 
only a reflection of the sun's more powerful rays; ana 
bence 4t was prophesied of Solomon," tbat his lungdoiU 
should remain in peace and righteousness so long as- tbe 

painted with ». cap, and b eerpent Issuing out of it, in ■Uoiion to a 
atorj of poison given to him by soidq beretioa, in » gUw, the Tenem 
of which he dispeUftd, lutdar the form of » serpent, by maltii^ a tign of 
tbe cross over iL 
* Mfttthew zra., ^ * Psalm six., 5. '* Ibid. faodL, 7. 
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motm aadimth." The promiae to Darid iiMlndea botiu 
*< Hi§ aM<l thtil endure for vrat i and hii seat is like at 
tiie not before me. He shall stand fast for erermore as 
the moom, and as the faithful witness io beaveD.'"* Heoce. 
according to the teetimoay of larchi, ijolomoQ said — " Mjr 
kioffdom beioff thus permaneDtly establiBhed as the bud 
and moon, its duratioo shall be marked hj the existence 
of these pillars, for they will ramaiQ firm and immove- 
able BO long OS my saccesaors shall continue to do the 
will of God." 

In like manner the two St. Johns were esteemed pillars 
of ChristiaQity; the one representing armgik, and the 
other a principal agent to atabluh the permanency of 
the Christian religion by inculcating brotherly love or 
charily, which St. Paul affirms to be its chief virtue, and 
of more value than all the rest.** By these inBtruments 
theSsviour of mankind established Ms religion in strength 
to endure for ever.'* And at leufftb, wtwn the designs 
of Omnipotence are completed, the sun and the moMi, 
by unmistakeable tiAens, ehall declaTe to the world that 
their glory is expiring.'' The sun will turn into darkness, 
and its light being thus withdrawn, the moon will be 
obscured ;** at which period St. John the Baptist; ss a 
righteous man, will sfame forth'as the sun," and appear 
in the clouds of heaven standing at the left hand of the 
Judge ; and the pure and holy doctrines of his illustrious 
parallel will for ever remain as the employment of the 
sainta and angels in the heavenly maasiona of the blessed; 
where t^ere is " no need of the aun, neither of the moon 
to shine in it, for thd glory of God will lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof."" ' 

Such a series of concurrent testimonieB which mark 
the belief and pnctice of a very high antiquity, oa^t 

" Fron) thifl approprUtion the heathen custom of representiog tin 
wua md mooD % obelisks or pillars, spoken of by TertuUiui, (do 
Spect, c. 6,) Cuaiodorua, (lib. iii., «p. 61,) and others, (AmmJaiu 
Marcel., I zvii.;l probably took' its rise, aa well as the MankbcMa 
cuotoD) ol w6rehippiDg the sua u tho receptacle of the dirine virint, 
and the moon because it ooDtaona the divioe witdoai. (Aug., totn. ?!.« 
Coot. Faust. Man., xi., 2.) 

■■ Psalm Ixniz., 35, 36. 

"ICor. liii. "lP«tOTl..5. 

" Luke ixi., 25. " Acta ii., 20. 

" Hatthew xiii., 43. >• Bst. xd., 23. 
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not to be njected on light and iiuufficient grounds, and 
partiealarly aa the contiflcfSoa of both the St. Johns with 
FreemasoDrir was unquestionably acknowledged by th« 
revived Q^rand Lodge from its very first establishment 
Tho preliminary grand festival was bolden on the day of 
St. John the Baptist, a. d. 1717 ; and the subBequent 
festivals were celebrated sometimefl on the one saint's 
day and sometimes on the other, in pursuance of one of 
the original laws of the Grand Lodge, agreed to hi 17S1, 
which provided that " the Brethren of all the lodges in 
and about London and Westminster, shall meet at aa 
annual communication in some convenient place, on St. 
John the Baptist's day, or else on St. John the Evan- 
gelist's day,'^ aa the Grand Lodge shall think fit, by a 
new regulation, having hitherto met on St. John the 
Baptist's day. But whether there shall be a feast for all 
the Brethren or not, yet the Gruid Lodge must meet in 
some convenient place annually on St. John's day ; or if 
it be Sunday, then on the next day, in order to choose 
every year a new Grand Master, Deputy, and Wardens."- 
It is evident that the substitution of the St. Johns for 
Hoses and Solomon, was an article of beHef amongst the 
first Masons who introduced the Craft into this island. 
The Kilwinning system, which may be traced back to 
the twelfth century, is called " St. John's Masonry ;" and 
in the present laws of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, this 
prindple is unreservedly maintained (^though the annual 
installation wid feast is held on St. Andrew's day), in the 

ETovifiion respecting pi^vate lodges,- where "all lodges 
olding of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, are strictly 
prohibited and discharged from holding any other meet- 
ings than those of the three orders of Apprentice^ Fel- 
lowcraft, and Master Mamn, denonunat^l St. John's 
Masombt."" 

■• "In andmt timet," sayi Dr. Anderson (Const 1738, p. 170), 
"the Mkiter, Wordeiu, uid FeUowe, on St.JiAn'i day,ntet either u 
1 u ijjg (^p ^ jjip juo|},OBt'hill D«Bi them, by peep ot 



day. AaA hann^ there okoten their new grand offioen, thejr d*- 
Bcendsd, w&lking m due form, to the place of the feut, eitiier « bio&- 
astery or<the house of an eminent Uason, or some huge honw of 



entertainment, as thej thinigfat best tried. In Fnmoe these ftatinla 
■re oelduated on the Bame days, but the; Bie oalled Ffites StdatilialM t 
bommage Ml a. 'A. D. I'U." 
"* Laws.- u., 1. 
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Our tnDSStlaittie Brediren acknowledge the orthodoxy 
of the.Hfeme cuBtom. Thus the Deputj; Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of New York, id his address from 
the throne, June I, 1S42, observes — "There is another 
deviation from ancient custom into which we have &tlea 
of late years,' to which I desire to see the Oraad Lod^e 
immadiaXdij return; it is the celebration of those masonic 
festivals, the 24th of June, and the 27th of December, 
which are observed by the ■frattmUy throaghoitt. the world. 
From t^e 6rst organization of this Grand' Lodge, the 

Stractice of regulating the manner in which the annual 
eitivals should be observed, was strictly attended to at 
the previous quarterly meetings. And all our lodges 
were required to meet and open on those days, up to the 
date when the present regulations of the Grand Lodge 
came into operation, June, 1832. In recommending a 
return to the ancient custom of our fathers, I would by 
no means become the advocate of expensive banquets, or 
public parades ; but I would preserve in this body the 
right and power to regulate these festivals by keeping 
them in exercise. Social intercourse ainongat the Bfethrea 
should be encouraged on all occasions, and none can be 
mere appropriate than these, as is testified by the consent 
of the whole masonic world," And the Rev. Mason 
Harris, a very intelligent Brother, Grand Chaplain of the 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, says — " John the Baptist, 
the firu Christian Mason, was commissioned to prepare 
Uie way of the Lord ; to smooth the way, and remove 
the ob'structions to the introduction of his truth." 

■We ha*e a decisive proirf that the days of St. John 
wwre used for the festivals of Masonry, long before a 
Grtuid Lodge in London was ever thought of; for it is 
recorded, that Queen Elizabeth sent an armed force to 
break up the annual Grand Loiige at Tork, mhich vxu 
always held on the day of St. John the Evangelist ; when i^ir 
Thomas Sackville, the .Grand Master, induced the officers 
to be initiated; and their report to the queen was 
so satisfactory, that she gave uiem no further disturb- 
ance. 

Bro. Peabody, Grand Master of Massachusetts, thus 
speaks of this anniversary : — "The flight of time, which, 
in its course, is rapidly wafting us all to th'e close of our 
mortal career, has brought us to the return of another 
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•nnaal rwt; ukl we aiq ogw aMembled to organize bimw 
for futuxfl opemtaoDSt 

"Id compliance with a custom adopted long age* ago, 
tbia organization is had on. the anniveraaiT' of S%. Jorm 
the Erangelist. TraditioD infonos us, that this mildest 
of mea ; thit preacher of love and go(>d will to all man- 
kind y this disciple whom Jesus' loved — was an eminent 
patron of our Order. This we may well credit; for. the 
charity and good- will, the brotherly kindness, relief and 
truth, which Jt is our chief "aim to iaculcato, formed 
simoet the whole character of our patron saint. 

"Tradition also informs us, that soon after hia death, 
tills anniversary was selected as the apjoopriate day for 
the org»uizatioa of the lodges,, in the hope that the 
influence of his mild and gentle spirit would he upon 
them, and enter largely into their laboars. No Mason 
OQ this day, without forgetting to whom it js dedicated, 
can cherish unkind and unchantable feelings towards his 
Brother. Let us, then, in the mildness of the leving and 
beloved disdple, address ourselves to the work ^ora 
na." 

Before I conclude this letter, I would direct the atten- 
tion of the fraternity to a remarkable picture at Bruges, 
in which these two great parallels are ^exhibited in 
connection with ^ch other, attended by some of the 
circmnstances which have been noticed in the preceding 
pages. It is thus described by Lord Lindsay, in his 
Sketches of the History of Christian Art : — " The mar- 
riage of S. Catherine, painted in 1479, wiJl lipg^ Ip^^f 
In your memory. The Virgin and Child are seated 
on a rich throne, with S. Barbara on one side and S. 
Catherine on the other, ^ch on a seat of lower elevation ; 
the infant Saviour puts the ring on the finger of the latter; 
two little angeia hover over the Virgin, BUpportiog her 
crown, a third holds a book for her to read Irom, a £urth 
plavB a small organ ; John the Bnptitt and John the Evan- 
gelul ttand on ettfier tide ^ the throne; the composition of 
this group is as symmetrical ^ in the old Italian paint- 
ings, although quite Flemish in character; the heads of 
the two St. Johns are admirable ; the northern artists 

f generally succeed in the Baptist, but fail in the Evange- 
ist. Here, however, Memling has surpassed his brethren, 
tbough representing the beloved disciple as a man, not a 
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TOntti. Tine drapery !■ very broken. The back groimd 
IB a landscape, carri^ throagh the central oomputment, 
and two winsB ; and in tMs the history of the two saints 
ia represented in difibrent small groaps, begiiHiing respee- 
tirely from the central compadnient, and so working off 
to the opposite extremity, the principd subject of eacb 



faistQry occupying the place of aonour in its respectiTf 
compartment. The decollation of the Baptist n thna 
aeen to the left uti to the right ; the Tision of St. John 
in Patmoi; the attitude of the latter is admirable; the 
bead that of matured age and beaiitifat ; he gaxes upwards 
— paosiiig M he writes, fearless, bat in solesin awe and 
deep feeuDff, on Uie vision -of God, the Fs^er and the 
Lambt the four beasts and the elders ; while beyond the 
sea, and along the receding coast of Asia Minor ; the four 
horses of th^e Apocalypse; the burning mountain cast 
into the sea ; the shipwrecks ; the great hail ; the cap- 
tains and mighty men hiding themselres in the clefts of 
the rock ; the star opening the bottomless pit ; and the 
gigantic angel standing on the sea and the land, and 
swearing that * there shall be time no longer,' are depicted 
in fearfu sacces»OQ." 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 

Your LordshipN obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OUVEE. p. D, 
Soopwlok Tiottnge. Dm. 16t 1847. 
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EKQUtUT WHETHEB THE PATRONAGE -OF lUSOmt; IN THB 
BAin>8 OF THE CHBISTIAH SAINTS, BE STBICTLT CONFOBHA- 
BLB WITH THE CONSIXCCTION AND CHAEACTEB OV THI 
OBDEB. 
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" WlwreH in Uua aat time, the miadi of man ore bd diTcsw, that lanie think 
it s graU mattar of oontciaiioo to depart ft'om <■' piece of Ibe lent of tlwir «■«■ 
■BOidM, the? be H> addicted to llieir old onMoiiu) and again, oD Die otlier uda, 
aume be ao uaw fanglod, that they woald mnovate all thin^, and ao despiae Iba 
ohl,tfaatDothiiigo(ui like them, bnt tUat ij aen; it wai thought expedkut, not 
M mnoh to have respect hour to plaaae aad aattafy either jif tbeae partiaa, aa bo* 
to pleaa« Ood, aod pro^t them both."— Book or CpaiiQa rtxrma. Or Ciu- 



" Sedng the law of Ood doth not preacribe all partiouliLr ceremDaie* wluch (ha 
ChuTcb «f Chriat may uae, and in eo groat variety of them U may be found out. 
It if not poaaible Ibat the law of nature and reaaon ahonld direct all chuidica 
onto th£ aame thhiga, each deliberating by itaelf whftt a moat oanvenieaL The 
waj to aatabliah the aame thinga indiffBTOut Ihronghoat them all, mnit uaedi b* 
the jndgnwnt of aome jndioial authority drawn into one only aenlaace, wbitib 
Bay be a role fbr eva7 parlioolar chnnth to follow." — Hookbk. 
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LET TEE VII. 



Mr Lord, 

It ia arged hj those who advocate the propriety of 
expunging the two St. Johns from oar lectures, that a 
departure from ancient custom in this respect is a matter 
of very little conBequence. ' But I am persuaded that if 
they would take the trouble to consider the circumstance 
under all its bearings, they would undoubtedly find that 
the coQcIusioD to which th^ have arrived Is altogether 
untenable, and that the practice has a tUrect tendency to 
cast a doubt over the identity of the system, as well at 
its antiquity ; for it 1$ an admitted axiom in legislation, 
that "thmga, of themselves indifierent, do in some sort 
idter their natures, tcken tk&y are either commanded or for- 
hiddea byatav^ magistrate, and as they may not be 
omitted at every man's pleasure contrary to law, when 
they be commanded, so neither may they be used when 
they are prohibited." Now the parallelism of the St. 
Johns was legally enjoined by the first Orand Lodge 
noder the revised system, and sanctioned by every Grand 
Lodge up to the present time ; for the United Grand 
Loc^ has never yet, to my knowledge, expressed an 
opinion on the sabject ; and, therefore, the original law 
remains in full force at the present day. 

Nor does it compromise the universality of Masonry, 
as some are inclined to think, because the very reason 
which our Brethr^i of the last century assigned for 
flving the patront^ of -Christian Masoniy to .tb« two 
St. Johns, proclfums, at the same time, its undoubted 
cosmopolite character, legitiiuately open for the admis 
■ioa 01 Jews,' Mahometans, and ful others who ackoow . 

' An admtaflion wb« taoitl; m^e to this fact, \yy \ rvry cttrkras 
ooincidenoe, recorded in Moore'a Magtudne, {voL It.,) that in m 
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ledge an Omnipresent Deity, and are "good men and 
true — men of honour «ad honesty — by whatever names, 
relinons, or persuasionB, the; may be diBtinguished."* 
Ana for this very reason — Nicolai, in his account of 
(German RosicmciaQism, asserted that the object of 
E^lish Freemasonry vas " raligioui toleratdon." 

I have displayed in the preceding pages the evidences 
which appear to demoostrate that our Brethren of the 
last century, from the revival of the G-rand Lodge in 
1717, considered the two St. Johns to be the legitimate 
patrons and paf&Ilels of Christian Maaoniy. Before that 
period the records of o;ur Order are so scanty, and the 
testimony on all paints so very defective, that nothing 
certain can be pronounced respecting its rites or ceremo 
nies, discipline or doctrine, on any given subject beyond 
the naked outline. A few casual hints prove its continu- 
ed existence in all ages ; and this is almost all we have 
to rest our arguments upon. , Whether the names of the i 
St. Johns were used throughout all time from the veiT 
beginning of the Christian era, I will not venture posi- 
tively to asseri;. The Colnip Charter is decisive on this 
point, if it be authentic; but as the fact is doubtful, no 
conclusive reasoning can be founded upon it. 

It may be right, nowever, to express my own convic- 
tao|L that the custom is of great antiquity, although the 
proofs of its existence may appear meagre, owing to the 

m&ionio pfooesnon at Caloutta, in 1S44, to oelebTsto St. John's 3aj, 
an OnetUal Jtyt, in ftdl Hebrak eo*tume, earned At hoMur i^ St. 
John Ae EvangtlUt ; and otben Brethrou of the /uma lution oon- 
onired in ita proprielf hy walking in the proceHaion. No true Uaaoa 
will deny tiie propriety of admitting Jewa, Hahometans, tas., to tli« 
privileges of Haaonry. In England, ting qnestion has been faUy mA 
at rest in Kilooument laaned by ourGranq Lodge in 164& and for- 
mrded to the Qr&nd Lodge at Ber£n. "The Qrsnd Lodge of 
F.nij-lntiil, by the eerliest bietory and troditton, has alw&ya declared 
and obaerred die imireritali^ of Freemasons, making no distinctiaa 
or 'ezolosion on the soora of religious &ith — a matter in whicli she 
never eDquirea, beyond the point in which all nMAi agree. It is fiw 
Una reaayn that she doea aot aouction or reooguixe meetiii^ whiofa in 
■oma pUoea are holden — aBsembliob of particular religionistsj With 
fiieae the Qrand Lodge of Englaiid does not interfere ; hut she atrist- 
]y guards, by her laws and her practice, agtdnst the introduotion into 
her Lodg«a of any amMems or deoorationH whioh are indioatiTe of 
partioolar oieeda, deeming them li^le to be taken aa oSbnaiTe d^ 
monatoattons) at Tarianoe with th« true spirit of Freemaaoiu/." 
- ' ^ 1, Const., ed. 173B. 
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dearth of masonic Tnasuacripts ; and no mdieatitma of it 
are found edther in the manuacriptB of the British Hueeem, 
in the ancient paper purporting to be in the hand- 
writing of King Henry Vl., or in any other document 
that ^ come under my notice, of the sune or greater 
antiquity. If, however, it was, as I am firmly persuaded, 
a primitive practice amongst tiie early Christian Masons, 
the deviatipn in our modem lectures might easily ba 
amended, should the Grand Lodge think proper to lend 
its sanction to the restoration of oar uicient patrons to 
their primitive station in the Order. " Tbase Brethren," 
■ays Bf o. Hackey,^ " who contend for their dismissal from 
the stations which they now hold in our Lodges, on the 
ground that they were Christian saints, are tht^ real inno- 
vators of our ancieat universality, and the true advocate! 
for a religious test; while, on the contrary, we best show 
our adherence. to the principles of Masonry, when we. 
deny the right of any man, in approaching the discuaaioni 
to advance, either one way or the other, either as an 
argument for or an argument ag^nst them, the relinouB 
l^eiief of these long acknowledged patrons of our Order," 
There are other irregularities in the Order which form 
no part of the present enquiry, but they merit the atten- 
tion of the masonic authorities, because uniformity of 
practice is the essence of the Institution.* I do not 
mean to infer that the introduction of the St. Johns is 
essential to the character of ancient Masonry, because t 
am not insensible to the faot, t^at such a construction 
might possibly compromise its universal application to 
every age and nation of the world. But the same argu- 
ment will apply with much stronger effect to those great 
masonic worthies, Moses and Solomon. For while the 
former disposition points to> Christianity, which the Al- 
mighty has declared shall be the vniversal religion of 
mankind, and ultiniately " oover the whole earth, as the 

' FreemMonB' Hag., U. S., vol. iii 

* The G-nnd Master of TenDeeaee omreoted the dieoTepanoiotof his 
liOdgn*, a few years age, t>j the Himple proc«Ba of appointiiiK tinea 
•Xpert Brethren to re-arrange, acocardin^ to the general niMS and 
prmoipies of Haaoqry, aU the paints which were s<ispect«d to be 
•rroneoos ; aud after their ooTreotiouB hod reoeiTed the approbation 
of the Grand Xiodge, the game Brethren were antbonzed to vieit all 
the Lodges, and-eufoioe the nae of the revised ay etenii under oertais 
presorib«d peoaltiea. 
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wsten oarer the sea}'" the latter applies Muonry hoIsIj 
to JaduHm, % ttunporaij reli^on which waa exclusiTel;^ 
flonfined to one Bolitary people, who occupied a very 
mudl thoDgfa fruitful portion of the globe. If the patrons 
of Huonry, in iti preseat state, be not the two St. 
Johaa, they oertunlj oasnot be Moaea and Solomon ; fiw 
the Craft is almost sol^ in the hands of the Chiis^anat 
and the few Jewi^ or Turkish Lodges which may be in 
exjatence, bear no propoi^n to the aggregate amount. . 
Stnetlr speaking, wider such ui iDter]^tation, oosmo* 
political Masonry can have no general patron. It iB to 
the Christian branch of it alone that these great pSTallels 
can be suitably applied. To'this ^ect it is declared in 
the Tery opeoing of the ancient Charges, aa first printed 
- 1^ Dr. AnderBon, under the direction of the Crand Lodge, 
that " in ancient times the Christian Masons were charged 
to comply with tMx Chrutian tuages of each country where 
they trarelled or worked-;" and at that remote period we 
mnat look for the origin of the Johannite Masonry; for, 
as I have already observed, Templary had nothing to do 
with the appropriation. And it will not be too much to 
asmme firo^ hence, that the two St. Johns were conn- 



* Inish n.) 9. " It u s lingolu' and inBtniotiTe &ct, ihat Chniliaiii> 
tj IB tht only religum suited to univerial matt. Or in other word*, 
ub other relisioQ, originSitiDg in the East, wae ever such as coold ba 
obMrred Without aHeration b^ the inhabitsnte of the north. The^ 
hare all putiottlar obBeTranoea and Mqairementa, which are iiiHtnujtt- 
cable or ^ffioult in oUqate* f er^ different from that in which they 
orinnated. It ie from this oaOEe, probably, tiiat the direotiDIi whion 
all Use refigiona hare taken in their spread, has been the direotJon 
of ktitode and not of longitude. Thus the religioM of Zoroattw 
and Hohaiamed, by leqiiinng dulj ablations, and other siniilar oer*. 
moniala, leodered theu religion iittolenbla to the people of ooU 
eonntriee. Bat what waa Darrownesa of view in the heauien legisla. 
tore, had a definite otgeot in the law of Moaea, in which there ia mocli 
to oonfine the religioua Hjstein which it eetsbliehed, not otHy to ■ 
warm oMmate, but to the particular oonntr7 of Palestine. The poa- 
•eeaion of a separate oonntrj, and of that country in paitieular. was 
•Bsential to tiie eyvlem estaUiehed bj Hoses. Hence, the Hebrews . 
eonld never aing the aong of Jehorah in tuij strange land ; and hence, 
rince &ej had been a people without an altar or a piiest, wkhoat a 
wnmtay or a state, Qieir ajstem has been altogether different to whatt 
flie law intended. In fact, thjb ajetom of Hoses has been tttiiut evsr 
■noe the seed of Abraham were driven firam their inheiitanoe, and 
was maoh modified even b^ their temporary ezpatiiKtiaa of aeTentj 
rears." (KiUo'a Palestine, book ii., c 5.) 
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dered Qie patrosB of the Crafls for ages hefore the ptomi- 
nent JewiHi types of Chriat were made a legitima^ part 
of the ordinary Lodge lectures. Bat whfle we adopt 
these types as indicatioDS of a masooic origin, I do not 
see how we are to avoid the consequeDces, if we reject 
the* illustrious individual who was foretold by the last 
Jewish prophet, as the forernnn«r aud messenger of tbfi 
Messiah, ana place Chriatian Mamnry under the patron^^ 
of the lawgiver of a temporuy Church, and the king of 
s people from whom the aceptre has departed, never to 
return. 

An jenquiry will naturally arise whether these, and 
other open questions, are of sufSclent importance to 
distarb the equanimity of the Order, and thereby au- 
thorize their settlement by the interference of the Qrand 
Lodge. I think they are ; but even should it be said, 
that no evil is likely to result from the continuance of 
this loose and unaettled state of things, still it is deserv- 
ing of notice, and- redress also, if a remedy can be satia- 
&ctorily applied.* And let it not be thought that some 
of the discrepancies which exist amongst u£ are trifling ; 
for the unhappy schism of the last century, which divided 

* Ad intelligent coTTespondent of the " FreemationB* Qoorterl^ Re- 
view," ondor the sobriquet of Latomua, expresses the saine opmioii. 
gpeaUng of the B«fBl Aich, he eaya that the three degreea tenninai. 
tiii^ in the BajaX Arch, oontoin " mott of the icienoe of Haeoaiy 
which oen be considered authentic. But bow few ore there whose 
time, bolination, or education, fits them to become perfectly no- 
qoahited even witb the first degree 7 -Take, for instance, '&e leetDfes 
IQ which is contained the history of the Order; for monj' reaaons 
these are little known bj the great inBJ<»itj of Master ' Masons ; hut 
eo a step farther, and without entering into what raej not be written, 
it ma; oe asked, whether there is not a lapse of nearly ui hnudred 
Tears utterly unaccounted for? The perfect Mason, who has giren 
bis Btt^ntion to the subject, is not ignorant of the events of this long 
period of six centuries; bnt the pieseut srstem of conferring the 
aegree oUuded to, would make any unskilled Brother believe th«t 
there was not a lapse of twen^ years. Now here mi^t, with muoh 
•dTantage, be introduced two supplemental avd Interme^te grades, 
by means of which the whole would be rendered more perfect. Thea« 
are the fifth and sixth of the rite Modeme; they mi^t be giren as 
parts of the prerious degree, or aapa$tta to the succeeding one, and 
not as absolutely dlstinet grades. By this means the twelvemonth 
would be far better spent than it aow is ; for the intercalary grades 
should be given at an interval of four months from the two degrees 
ffaey ooBie betweed, and from one another." (F. Q. R., 1838.) 
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tte English Cr&fl for more tban seventy jsMn, was ms- 
peoded OD a difference leas important tban any of them — 
even on such an ineignificant question, as whether a 
Brother Bhould enter the Lodge with his right or left foot 
foremost. 

The Lodges are exhorted to aniformity of practice ;^ 
bat how is uniformity to' be observed in the abseQce of 
any authoritative enactment? The legitimate degrees 
ought to possess some certain standara, to which the 
Brethren may refer for information on any point which 
they* may consider to be surrounded with doubt and diffi- 
culty.' Such a plan, if it were practicable, would confer 
advantages on the Order which it does not now possess; 
and, like the decree of Cyrus to the captive Jews, would 
be hailed by the Craft as a boon, which would at once 
benefit the Institution, and increase the popularity of ths 
Qrand Lodge. 

I am far from thinking, my Lord, that these errora are 
ineidental to the system. They have crept in silently, 
and by slow and almost imperceptible degrees, and have 
acquired consistency by time and inattention. Some of 
them did not exist for half a ccntary after the revival of 
Freemasonry, because the subjects which they embraced 
had 'not then been introduced into the Order. The 
illustrations of symbolical Masonry were very bald and 
meagre, until- Duuckerley, Hutchinson, Preston, and 
others, enriched it by their salutary labourB; and, conse- 
quently, it was not merely " caviare to the multitude," 
but a subject of ridicule to the higher ranks of society. 

* " AB Lodges are particnlarlj bound to observe tho same iisagea 
and cnatoms ; every deriatioii, therefore, from the establishecl mode of 
working is bigfalji improper, and cannot be fastified or countenanced." 

glonBt of Private Lodges, 21.) His Ho;al Highness, the lata 
rand M&ater, ^peara to have extended a ^eat latitude totbia rule; 
foT in his address to the Grand Iiodge in Docbmber, 1819, be said, 
that " BO long as the Master of an^ Lodge observed the landmaifa of 
tite Craft, he was at liberty to give the leotures in the laogaage best 
suited to tho character of ' the Lodge over which he presided." 
(Quarterly Communication, Dec, 1819.) 

» I conceive the Grand Lodge possesses full powers under the fol- 
lowing law : — " In th^ Grand Lodge resides the power of enacting 
laws and regulations for the government' of the Crit, and of altering, 
repealing, and abrogating them', provided that thoj continue to ob- 
■erve the anoieut laudmaiks of the Order." fCoiiBt of the Grand 
Lodge, la) 
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Caricatsres and pssqniDadea were pTiblisbed ; mock pro- 
eeBsiooa were got up ; and it was not only lampoonea by 
the common people, but r^arded with HuBpicMn, if not 
contempt, by the learned. If it be considered how 
much the InstitutioQ has advanced in public opinion 
during our more fortunate times, and how £zeinpt it now 
ia from open attacks or secret aspersions, aurely it wtmld 
be wiHi;h while to make it still more deserving of such 
genera) estimation, by endeavouring to remove those 
stumbling blocks which are a aourcp of contention and 
dispute, of grief and pain, to many a worthy Brother. 

There is another coosideratioQ which deserves notice. 
If the Grand Lodge, as the authorized and acknowledged 
head of a cosmopoiitlcal iustitutlon, that prides itself on 
the unchangeable nature of its ceremonies, should dis- 
cover amongst the subordinate lodges a broad and dis- 
tinctly marked deviation from time^onoured observance; 
it may not be necessary to enquire how the inaovation 
originated, but it is absolutely essential, in my humble 
opinion, to the maintainance of its own dignity, as well 
as of the purity of the Institution, that the anomaly be 
promptly rescinded, and the ancient practice restored. 
This IS the only way to prevent a disregard of landmarks 
coitsecrated by age, and immemorial observance, in 
future ; and to transmit the system to posterity pure and 
unsnlUed in its doctrines and disciplme, as well as it« 
landmarks and practical ceremonies. 

Without tmiformity the Order of Freemasonry would 
be worthless, and neither profit nor pleasure would be 
the mutual result. And this beautiful principle ought 
not to be confined to a few inane siffns and tokens, which 
constitute a mere conventional mode of communication, 
the advantages of which are shared by clubs and convi- 
vial meetings of very doubtful character; and eveuthe 
lowest classes of society have their significant signals, 
and symbolical language, which are characteristic of 
their habits and mode of life ; but to extend to the hfgher 
and more noble walk of ritual observances, science, and 
morality. These are the points of greatest importance 
in Freemasonry, because it is by them, tempered and 
qualified as they ought to be, by judicious regulation! 
emanating from the governing body, that the merits of 
the Cr^ will foe estimated, and not by arrangements in 
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which we may be riTalled by the Thngi of India, or the 
gypHiflB of our oWb country.* These coDBtitiite the great 
Dtesonio see, which the cOBrentioDal tokens of the Order 
are permitted to navigate at their pleaaare, but whoee 
ibipwreck would scarcely be marked by a ripple on its 
glassy surface. Freamasonry would still remain the 
same beautiful system of morality, veiled in all^oiy, 
and illustrated by symbols, if ^1 its minor adjimcts wwe 
ratirely swept away. 

I have the honour to remain, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient 
Servant and Brother, 

GEO. OLIVER, r». D. 

Soopwiok Vioange, Deo. S8, 1847. 

' Wk»t will tb* Fne And Aooeptod Hmmi, i^ piidea bimaelf on 
his perfect knowledge of pur .eigne, tokens, and sjmbolical longnage, 
eaj to the folbwiiiK eztnict from a. dialo^ne in the Gj^ser lutgnoge, 
ifliicli I have fbnnd in a ecaroe book, c^ed " A Caueat 'or oommoa 
Cvrseton, rvlgarely called Uagabonee, get forth by Thoa. Wannan, 
Eaquier, K.D.LXVJj'" ; — '* Bene Ijafatmane to thy quairomeB in what 
lipken haat thou Upped In this darfcemanea ; whether in a Ivbbege w 
in the etrammpl ?" " I couched a hogeahed in a akypper ttue darke- 
manes. I tbirre the Btmmmel tryne vpou thy nebcner and tonnau. 
I eaye by the Salomone I wyll lage it of with a gage of bene nooee 
then oat to my now watch," dco., dec Ohe. jam satii ! This beats 
the nymbolioal language of Hasonrv hollow! Let tu, then, look op 
totonatUugof a mgheroharaotertaan signs, tokens, and paaewerds. 
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"Hoir far UT will ba gnidsd by me, I hope I ahlll idwnyi knoir mywlf M 
wbH at to leave that to thdr own choice. Aa to be inatilit j of my enqoirie* 
%Di alio the imparljalit^ of tbom, here I confeaa myself to wlih (w I tfaiuk witt 
1 winh) they may be a |;ood, Dot abtolntely lenninaUng Dpoa mfwlf, that tiM 
reader will eoiuidar them with u uobiauod a freedom a> I havs wiiUen."— 

* Oh, fiif the! day, whenerer it aliail beam, 
Which givea na back the ooat wilboat a leam 1 
When from til qnarlera of Ihia earth oombined. 
One aniTerMl church ahall knit mankind. 
To bnild their brnvenly Salem thea ihall riae, 
With onn coDMDt, the ^reat, the good, tha wiiei 
All aenta nnited in a common band. 
Join hitb with thith, and mingle hand with band ; 
Together lift the moiUce of prayer, 
And the ilain Lamb'a eternal lopper ibara." 

BlLIOIO Clbsici. 
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LETTER VIII. 



Mr Lord, 

I BNTKKAT youT Lordsliip to^elieve that sithoagli I 
am not one of those bold and nnquiet spinte, who would 
dictate to the Fraternity what they are to believe, and 
t what they are to reject, yet I cannot be persuaded that 
I am infringine on anyprivilege, or violating any trust, 
by collecting facts, and arranging them in a maoner 
which may direct public opinion into a right channeL 
In my anxiety to purge the Order of everything which 
may tend to afibra even an indirect sanction to the cavil- 
ler's objections, I have endeavoured to obviate every 
anomaly which may have the most remote influence ia 
throwing discredit on its triumphant progress. And 
nothing can afford me more sincere gratincation than the 
prospect of removing any obstacle that may create a 
hostile feeling, or induce a false view of the pre-eminent 
beauties of the system. I regard Freemasonry as a grand 
machine, in the hands of Omnipotence, for promoting 
the blessings of peace, harmony, and brotherly love 
amongst alt orders and descriptions of men. And I 
grieve when I find any wayward theorist advancing 
positions subversive of its benignant principles, for the 
purpose of obstructing the onward march of an institution 
•which promises to produce a beneGcial change in the 
moral condition of man. 

We are all fallible ; nor will I go so far as to assert 
that Masonry is perfect; for how can we expect perfec- 
tion in any scheme of social happiness whidi had been 
struck out by the sole instrumentality of imperfect 
human reason ? And, however our glorious science may 
be regarded by those who envy its reputation, and are 
ignofaot of its design and end, I must be pardoned if I 
consider it as a vehicle of human happiness ; and, conw* 
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quently, whatever m&j be its imperfectionB, entitled t* 
the approbation of the philauthropiat, even whea takea 
on its negative merits as the dispenser of charities and 
benevolence to the worthy poor, and virtuous distressed. 

Tha widow's .tear — the urphaji't ory — 
All wants our readj hands aupptj. 

As far as power is gi»en. 
The naked clothe — the prisotier free — 
These are Ay works, sweet Masonij, 

Bevealed to iu from heaven. 
In choral numbers Masons join, 
To bless aod praise &o lagtit diTJoe. 

In this concluding letter, I fun desiroua of drawmg 
yoMT Lordship's undivided attention to the force of the 
argument contained in the preceding divisions of the 
subject ; and I flatter myself it will display Freemasonry 
in a purer and more holy view than is contained in the 
circumscribed lodge lectures; which, if they had em- 
braced a series of extended disquisitions on all the points 
connected with the comprehensive system, would have 
been too unwieldy to occupy the attention of Brethren 
whose meetings are confined to two or three hours 
monthly. And this may be one reason why so many 
wild and visionary notions have been entertained at vari- 
ous times by those who have not bad the advantage of 
initiation into the Order. 

To make the arguments in the preceding pages per- 
fectly intelligible, I shall take the liberty of troubling 
your Lordship with a brief recapitulation of the course 
which I have thought it necessary to pursue, in the 
illustration of a subject that is so far doubtful as to have 

E reduced some conflicting opinions in difl^rent Qrand 
odges. While that of Scotland admits no other name 
for the blue degrees than "St. Johns' Masonry," and 
those of the United States defend the dedication of our 
lodges to these two worthy men, our own Grand Secre- 
tary, admitting the phrase of "St. Johns' Lodges" to be 
correct and orthodox, explains from 'his place in the 
Grand Lodge, that it is merely "a technical term for oar 
mode of working."* 

* Qoarterly Commanicatlon, September, IS47. Se« tba Seport in 
■ V Qoarterij B«Tiew, 1847. 
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I have ioBg been of opinion that if any brother* wooW 
take the trouble of disentangltng this intricate web, and 
placing it fairly before the brethren, he Would be entitled 
to the thanks and gratitude of the Fraternity. And, at 
lengthf in despair of seeing the matter taken up compre- 
benaiTely, and feebng the gradual apjH'oach of that period 
when "the silver cord will be loosed, the golden bowl 
broken, the pitcher broken at the fountain, and the wheel 
at the cistem,"* I determined On devoting a leisure hour 
to the task myself, and the result is now before your 
Lordship and the public, who will determine how tar I 
bare been sncoemul. 

There are many reasonB for believing, my Lord, that 
the anomalies, how unimportant soever they may be, 
which at present exiat in the Order, may be mainly attri- 
buted to the continenlfcl innovations of the last eentury. 
It is quite true, that Abj received no countenance from 
our own Grand Lodge ; but many English visitors to the 
foreign lodges, where they were practised, brought home 
trifling innovations, in doctrine- and discipline, which 
had attracted their attention as improvements in the 
■ystem, and privately introduced them into their respec- 
tive lodges; and being thus practised continuonsly in 
conjuQcHos with the pure system of symbolical Mar- 
sonry, in process of time have btien received and consid- 
ered by junior Brethren, who had seen them in practice 
from their first initiation, as authentic parte of the . sys- 
tem; and thus novelties were extended to other lodges 
by Brethren who had not the most remote idea that they 
were propagating errors which might operate, at some 
&tant period, to produce an absolute change ib the 
landmarks, which the constitutions pronounce to be 
unalterable. 

That this was oetnally the case, both in the ancient 
and modem lodges, fcere never existed a doubt in the 
mind of any intelligent Mason ; and it was the appre- 
hension that these anomalies would operate unfavourably 
for the continued purity and popularity of the Order, 
which induced our lamented Grand Master, his lloyal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex, to exert himself so strenu- 
ovily to imite the two sects into one great society, 
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vhieb,' actiss under » mo^ OiWd Lodge, and an uoi- 
form cod« of laws, might l>« kept tree frout error aod 
impurity, and exampt from the inooTStioDH i>f those 
•anguine, but well-meaning Brethren, who, mder the 
pretext of irpuroTemeiit, might attempt to in^rodiico 
changes into the system wiltiout the authority and sano ' 
tion of the Orond Lodge. . ■. 

There are some who a&ect to believe that contiBaital 
Masonry apd our Hymbolical syateiB are ByoonymouB; 
and arguing from these false preroiseSi have reviTed as 
old hypothesis, that Freemasonry is an offshoot from the 
Rosicrucian systems of Faraeelsus, Jind other atchemioal, 
worthies of the Beventeenth a£Btury. The most recent 
attempt of the kind spears in an insulated ohapter of a 
work just published, which is called " New curiosities of 
Literature, and Book of the Montlifi. By Qeorge Soane, 
B. A., two Tols." I hiLve not sem the book, hut the 
chapter in question was copied in the '.' Mornine Herald " 
of the 8th November last. The charge is stated in terma 
which I a^ almost ashamed to quate, on account of their 
indecency and vulg^ity ; but - as I intend briefly to 
enquire into the truth of the Uieory it cannot be avoided. 
He says, then — " Belief upon any topic, no matter what 
it may be, appears to .have such charms for tiie mass of 
mankindr and to be aitogetlier such a pleasant kind of 
indulgence, that a writer seldom gets thanks for attempt- 
ing to disturb an established creed> The reluctance «f 
the old monks to exchange their blundering mympsimm 
■ for the correcter tumpntaw, has been often quoted, in 
illustration of this disposition; ainue vxu the only coi» i» 
which, they paid their monitort, and better than thit I cott 
hardly expect from the FreevuuoTu, for showing that they 
are either deceived or deceivers, and that, in fact, thetr 
todety ^ane out oj decayed Rosimvcianism, just eu the beetle 
M engendered from -a muck heap. Tl^e doctrine, howe^per, 
is not new, It bus been broached before, both here and 
upon .the continent, hut always as jf the writers were 
half afraid, lest, iu pulling down the masonic temple, the 
rubbith might fall abovl their fars, and do them a mitchiff. 
In consequence, there is not, as far as I know, anything 
like a full and clear exposition of this wide spread jvggU, 
and if a patient investigation of the subject may entitle me 
to say so much, my object is to supply that deficiency." 
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It Trill be here veen tlist Itr. Soahe has not been rery 
choioe of bis langaage, md, feeling that be deservea it, 
expresses biB apprehenHion lest be Aould be abused; 
but BO far as my brief notioe is concerned, he will find 
timself disappointed ; for a Masons' lodge is not a scbool 
of abuse, as thia worthj gen^eman seems to predicate. 
Tbe feelings with which fae enters on the angracious 
enquiry, inay be estimated by the epithets which he 
applies to the mibjeat (^his vituperation; such as, "mb- 
btab" — "wide spread juggle" — ^rang front a mnek 
heap"— "trash" — "trumpery legends," Ac., &c. ; and, 
after some praise of the alchenusta (who, by the wfty, 
are tbe only persons with whom he appearm to be on 
-graciona terms), after' Styling Zoroaster a Hindoo Brah- 
min, and a sly nit at the " well paid " clergy of the ohurch 
of England, he gives' it- as bis serious opinion, that " Free- 
masonry beloqgs not to our times ; it was the fiction of 
a crediilons age, when, hendes the vulgar religion or < 
popular mythology, the priests and philosophers had ft 
f their own, compelling the people, under 
B, to abide in ignorance, while they kept 
Itey could ci^lect to themselves. It was 
a sure, bnt what it was they retained and 
barbaMuB and unrelenting jealousy. Such 
se in all ^es of whieh we have any record. 
The priests of Egypt bad their hidden and undivutgible 
wisdom — an inner portion of their temple, to'which tbe 
multitude could never penetrate. The Jewish hierarchy 
had their cabala, that knowledge which, as they said, 
Gtod bad granted to them under a solemn command of 
secrecy, and denied to the rest of their fellow^reatures. 
Tbe Indian teachers, with Zoroaster at their head, bad 
one code for the multitude, and another for the elect. 
Tbe Greeks boasted of then* Eleusinisa mysteries. Even 
Pythagoras bound l}it1bUt>wers to silence. But we repeat 
it, tbe day of nystioiam has gone by; and though it is 
only the first dawntof real knowledge that is breaking 
upon ns, yet, even in this early twilight, men for the 
most part can see too plainly to b^ the dupes of nch 
abnrd ftetmtiont. The very attempt, however, to con- 
tinue them, is an effort to perpetuate imoroNce and error, 
and upon this- principle, the sooner the Freemasons lay 
aside their ^rona and talk like the rest of the world, 
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the better." And affUD — "The Freeinuoni did, like the 
RoiicruciaDa, la^ oainu to graat antifjiuty ; but while 
some <^ tbem modestly dated the ori^ of their Ord<« 
from Adam, / covid by »o meaiu trace u hack fatihtr ikam 
iKeJirit half of tke tevmUentk century." 

n, by Freetuwonrr being " the fictioii of a credoloBi 
age," Mr. So&oe refers to ths dark period before the 
comiDR o£ Christ, what becomes of bis anertion, that 
"it hid DO existeDce before the Bewnteenth oentnryt" 
But if, on the contrary, aa it is reamnable to presume, 
he alludes to the time when "the fiction" was revived, 
and puTKod of its opeiatire tendency, after passing throu^ 
the nands of Inigo Jones, Arofabishop Sheldon, Sir John 
Denham, Sir Christopher Wren, Webb, Stone, and other 
celebrated architects, and our present 3mnd Lodge was 
establiBhed, viz., the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
he is then involved in the oppoait* dilemiqa of condemi^ 
ing its operative character, and branding with the nwnes 
01 "credulous" and "barbarous" an age which pro- 
duced such a constellatioD of wise and learned men — 
Addison and Steele — Dryden and Popfr — Johnson and 
Goldsmith, and their numer^ and talented cotempo- 
raries, that it was. styled by way of eminence, "tin 
Augustan age of England." . At this period it was pro- 
nounced by the authority of t'he Grand X/odge, that "the 
frivUeg.-t o/* Matoitry thovld no longer be resO'i^ted to operas 
live Matom, but extend to men of variota pnfetiione,- pro- 
vided ikeg were regularly approved and iniliated into the 
Order." Yet in the face oi this resolution, which stands 

Eromineotly on the Grand Lodge Books, as one of the 
rst and most important acts alter its re-establishment, 
Mr. Soane is bold enough to assert, that "thb Frbb- 

HASONS NEVER BBLONGBD TO THS WORDING ODIUIB." 

In Mr. Soane's theory, my Lord, there are some diffi- 
culties which he would oblige .the fraternity very nrach 
by clearing up. If the Freemasoas never belonged to 
the working guilds, how is it to bei accounted for that 
Inigo Jones was appointed to the office of Grand Master 
of Masons in the above century, viz., 1603, and Sir Chri»- 
topher in 1685, neither of whom belonged to the associa- 
tion calling themselves liosicrueionsf This is a stum- 
bling block, which he vrill not find it easy to remove. 
But we will ascend a Uttlo higher. - How does it happen, 
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if FrewiawiuT -wh nnksowB before the KveoteB&tli 
ceDtuiy, th&t in 1666, Queen Elizabeth tent an armed 
force to York, for the purpoBe of brealiing up the Grand 
Jjodge aad arreeting ite memberaf And now does it 
happen, that, in 1^9, lodsea of Freemaaons were holdea 
nnder the patronage of tlie Arcbbiahop of Canterbury, 
and the Worahipful Master, the Wardene, fifteen Fellow- 
erafta, and three Entered AppreDticee, are all eqMKsially 
named amongst the members? 

It ia probable that Mr. Soane, instead of andeaTouriag 
to aooount for these utomaliei whioh are calcolated to 
overthrow his hypothesis, by pstisnt investigatioD, will 
boldly cat the Gordian knot, by asserting that we have 
no eTidenoe of the facta, and that, ooosequeDtly, they are 
untrue. But I will tell him, my Lord, tiiatthey are not 
untrae; and that we hare the most incontrovertible evi- 
dence in Hib actual minutes of the lodges; which arf 
ac^sessible to any enquirer who will be at the trouble of 
consulting the MS. register (rif the Prior of Csoterbuiy 
under the above date. 

It would be easy to multiply the difficulties which 
surround Mr. Soane's iheorj, but it is unneceesary ; and 
I shall only adduce one other example to ^ow, that in 
the seventeeDtb century there were many BoBicruciana 
who were not Mssoosr and many Masons who were 
unacquainted with the Roeicnician cabala; whence it 
will follow that Masonry, at tit&t period, wa^ not oon- 
■idered a branch of the-Kosy jCross. 

The most celebrated English Bosionician of the seven- 
teenth century was Dr. Fatdd. He was. the preceptor 
of Ashmole, who was also deeply imbued with the same 
oeeult doctrines. But Fiudd ^ed in 1637, vUhout hamnr 
initiat«d hi* pypU i»lo Jlftuenry,. of which, indeed, ha u 
b^eved to have been perfectly ignorant. Nine yean 
after his death, Ashmole, as be himself informv us, was 
initiated in an existing lodge at Warriugton, by the 
persons whom be particularly names, none ef tcAon vxr* 
ifflfwracioM. Now, if Freemasonry grew out of Rosieni> 
cianiam, as tiiis author boldly asserts, and was concocted 
in the very age when Fludd and Ashmole flouhBhed, it 
seems equally strange and unaccountable that the former 
should have neen ignorant of it, and the latter have found 
it necessary to seek initiation in a lodge which might 
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have b«en fn existeDoe half a centtuy or more, and none 
of its members were Rosiemciuis. 

Bat the most remarkable circDmBtanoe in this enqniry 
is, that Ashmole himself, who was a profound antiquaiy, 
and acquuDted with all the aecrets of the Rosy Cross, 
atcrStet the origin o/* MoMmry Ut a tery d^srmt tomrce. In 
his mamiacripts in the Museam at Oxford, there are 
many Taluable collections relating to the histoir of 
Freemasons, as may be gathered from the letters oi Dr. 
Knipe, of Christ Chureh, to the puhlishers of Aahmole's 
Life ; the following extraef« from which will show the 
oriB^n of Maaonry, accoiding to the opinion of Asfa- 
mole^^ 

"As to the ancient society of FreemaeonB, cMKeraiog 
whom yon are deairoas of knowing what may be known 
with certainty, I shall only tell you, that if onr worthy 
Brother, E. Ashmole, Esq., bad exeonted his intended 
design, oar Fraternity had been aa mudi obliged to him 
as the Brethren of the most noble order of the garter. 
I would not have you surprised at this exiH-essiou, or 
think it at all too assumiBg. The sovereigns of that 
order hsre not disdained our fellowship, and there have 
been'times when emperors were also Freemasons. What 
fi6m Hr. Ashmole'B collection I oould gather was, that 
the report of our 'society taking rise from a bull granted 
by the Pope, in the reign of Henry VI., to -some Italian 
itfcfaitects, ' to travel over all Earope- to erect chapels, 
was ill founded. Such ft bull there was, and thaaa archie 
Uct3 vxre Matona; but this bull, in the opinion of the 
learned Mr. Ashmole, was confirmatiTe only, and did not 
by any meant ereale ovr fratenUy, «r eeen eOabUah ix in tku 
langdom. Bat as ia the time and manner of that estab- 
lishment, something I sbal) relate from the .same colleo- 
tions. St, AlbAn, tAe proto-martyr, atailithed Matonry htn, 
and from this time it flourished, more or less, according 
as the world went, down to the days of King Athditaae, 
who, for the sake of his brotiier Edwin, granted the 
Masons a charter. Under oar Norman princes they fre- 
qaently received extraordinary marks of royal favoar."' 
^ Kow, my Lord, I would simply ask, is it poeuble to 

* The wader wiD find tiiis oocoUnt oontinned in OUrer's «£^aa «# 
FMSton (Leonnd'i Baprint), pp. 132, 183, nMt 
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believe that Eliu Aahmole, the leamod antiquuy, tiis 
enlightened philosopher, and the true CSuiatian, would 
hftve endeavoured so ^ to midead posterity, aa to have 
anigned an origin to Uaaonry in this kingctom which he 
knew to he false ; or to have promulgated an error 
which would have for ever blartea his teputatien as an 
honest nuuif If Freemasonry was a Ki<m of Boeioro- 
trianism, invented during his own times, he mmt have beat 
a«^tiaa«tei{ with the /act. Is it, then, reasonable to soppoae, 
fiiat knowing it to have been a ^inflation of the society 
of which he tras a dratanguisbed member, he would bare 
falofied his knowledge, and. risked his credit for veracity, 
by tradng its existence to a different source, and a more 
remote period of time ? 

Mr. Soane adopted a couree equally anwiae and unpopa- 
lar, when he determined, tiius gnttuitooBly, to attack ft 
harmless and inoffensiye institution ; and, for ^e pnrpose 
of embarrassitig its charitable operations, plunged aiEtself 
into a mass of absurdity, .which the reviewer in the 
" Morning Herald " still pronounces to be " the best part 
of the book, and the ooly.atteiBpt worth noticing throuch- 
OQt the whole two volumes ; " and he has totally iuTed 
in his object. As Bishop Watson said to Qibbon, in ia^ 
celebrated "Apology for Christianity "—" A display w 
ingenuity or erudition upon such subjects is muoh die* 
placed ; since it excites ali^ost iu every person as un- 
avoidable suspicion of the purity of the source itself, 
from which such polluted streams have been derived." 

This gwitleman claims for bimself the merit of origb- 
nidity (at least in this country), for he denominates am 
attempt, " A New Curiosity of iUterature ; " not knowing, 
perhaps, that there is a much cleverer article, on die very 
same subject, in the "London Magazine'' for 18S4i by 
the Engltsh Opinm Eater (De Qtuney), who bad been 
misled by ths m-eams of certain, visionary philosophers in 
Oermany, that most superstitious nf all the countries of 
Europe, viz.., Btihle, Meiners, Oatterer, Dornden, Semler, 
and other mystics of the eighteenth century who endea- 
Tonred to keep themselves in countenance by heading up 
Freemasonry as a branch of their own cabala ; and their 
opinion was countenanced by the injudicious practices 
01 Fustier, Peuvret, Pyron, and other continental inuo> 
Ttttors, who actu^y introduced the fiosicmciau lancies 
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into tiMdr TtgpettiwtvyB^ema of ■ubiirac Maaoniy, Bvt 

Uk8 impontion ^wi kob detaotad, and thej quietlT' Mnk 
into oDlinon. 

I tutve oalled your Lordihip'i attention to the Balgeot, 
witliout aaj design of tgaia formally eDcountering an 
hypothesia which I bare already dispoaed of more thaa 
ence ia former publioationB. Indeed, in the praaent oaae, 
it it QDneoeaaary ; for Mr. Souie hai proclaimed his ign»- 
ranoe <^ the tubUme pnneiples of Masonry in the fbllov^ 
ing worda t-^" I feel not the leaat heaitatioa id saying, 
that the Preemaaons have no moret beyond a few trv»- 
pery lagmdi, and tiie attaching of certain religions and 
moral meanlsss to a aet of emblems, priociMlly borrowed 
from the caeGhaDic art of the buitder. I amnn, too, that 
all sach symbols, vith their interpretations, are of Bosi- 
onioian erigin, and that the FreemoMtm never Mowed to 
the taorkvhg gn^dt, their objects being totally difierent. 
The pro(rfs are at hand. Let the reader exercise his own 
unbiassed judgment, upon th«n, taking nothing upon 
trust from either party, and I have little doubt- of his 
coming to the aame conclusion. As, according to tlie 
&eory that I wish to establish, Fr^ematonry grea out <f 
j^onmceuHtim, it is' essential that we should, m the first 
instance, thoroughly understand the origin uid nature 
of the iattw." 

He then «nt«i on a long and rambling aeeoant oi the 
oirigin and progress of Rosicrucianism, extracted from 
the "Fama Fntemitatis" of John Valentine Andrea, 
with which I shall not trouble your liordship, because 
DO one, who knows anything about Freemasoniy, would 
haVe attempted to identify the one wit^ the other; and 
concludes with this brief view of their prinoiplea, whiob 
he would have hia readers believe are the true principles 
of the masonic Order, — "They respect all establiriied 
govemmenta, they are trie Lutherans, and as to their 
philosophy it is nothing new, but such as it was received 
by Adam ^ter the fall, and practised both by Moses luid 
Solomon. They deprecate tiie general paaeion for gold- 
making, yet allow that they are pOBseseed of the art, 
though they look upon it as a parei^, and one of the 
least of their many valuable secrets. They then point 
out the manner in which the aspirants for BosicraciaD 
myitaries may communicate with them, viz., by maana 
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of {ointed pamphleti; for thoQgh(.ftt the preunt time, 
thej My, we name neither oarselvea nor our placai of 
meetiDg, yet in whatever laDguage they write, full sorelj 
will it come to our knowledge. Nor ahall any one, who 
gives his name, fail either of a meeting with mme of us, oi 
a written reply. This, too, we say for certain, wfaoerei 
means well and fairly by us, ahaU have the benefit (tf 
it both in soul and body. But he who is false of heart, 
or who is only looktng after gold, fae shall do no harm to 
us, but shall bring assured destruction u^n himaelf' 
Afi to our fapuse of the holy spirit, though tttousaods 
qiay have seen it, yet shall it ever remain unvisited and- 
undisturbed, and to the mdless world a mystery." 

Now, if some of the Rogicrucians were Freemasoqs, 
and vice vo-mu, which we readily admit, it does not fellow 
that the two institutioiis had anything in conamon. Our 
system was called St. John's Maeonry for the expres* 
purpose of distiuKuishing it frotn all other imitative loati- 
tutions, because it ia purely a system of light and love, 
the avowed characteristics of these two holy men. Sn^ 
fice it, then, to say, for the information of Mr. Soanet 
instead of the abuse which be seems to expect, and for 
his future guidance, if he should feel inclined to persiat 
in his hypothesis, thatj as he appean ttf have beffli misled 
by the fact, although a degree of sublime Masonry is 
actually called the Rose -f , it has no refereaoe whatever 
to his Bosicriwtans, but was intended to symbolise the 
great atonement, the rose beinf; an emblem of tbe Re- 
deemer ; and the degree, in the order of H. Rt D. M. waa 
established by Robert Bruce aAer the battle of Ban- 
Qockbum, which was fought on 8t. John's day in the 
year 1314. 
And here a question arises which I would recommend 
' to the serious consideration of our opponents ; what is the 
object of these invidious attacks ? what do they wantt 
To extinguirfi " Freemasonry, they say. And wherefore t 
Masonry doe» not obstruct- theu- views p she interferei 
with no other society, but pursues her acoustomed walk 
of benevolence and charity quietly and unostentatioasly, 
without courting either the praise or the censure of her 
cotemporaries. She cheers the heart of the disooneotate 
and forsaken widow ; she relieves and succours the worthy 
aged and distressed ; ehe administers assistance to the 
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uofortnnste ; she feeds, &ad clothes, and educates both 
male and female orphans, and sends them forth into 
society to act their allotted part on the great theatre of 
the world ; and id all cases tney have done it with equal 
credit and success. And why our opponents should be 
desirous of closing the sources of those extensive chari- 
ties which ar£ di^ensed by the masonic society, it would 
puzile & Bophister to explain. What advantage would 
accrue to them individuatfy ? What would society eain 
by it, that they take such pains to dissolve the bonds of 
love by which we are united together ? . And what would 
be their feelings as' Christians, if they poasesb the com- 
mon humanity of our species, were they to consider seri- 
ously that everylineiliey write for the purpose of accele- 
rating such a consummation, ttiay prove a dagger to stab 
a destitute widow to the heart, by extinguishing the 
charities which contribute to her support, and thus with- 
holding the bread by which her life'& blood- is sustained. 
Is the nineteenth century a titne for benevolence to be 
counteracted, or ebarit; stifled in the bud t for the best 
feelings of the heart to be orusbed, or sacrificed on the 
tdtar of an insane and stupid bigotry? Forbid it, every 
sacred principle of that divine virtue which is more . 
acceptable to the Deity, than all mysteries and knowledge, 
than prophecy or faith, or giving the body to be burned!* 
Ohe jam saiit! I pass on to other matters. 

In my second letter I haVe endeavoured to obviate some 
of the objections which have' been urged in modem 
timesi against the appropriation of ^e two St. Johns as 
patrons of Masonry. Ajjd, as a preliminary step, I have 
established the fact, {£at Masonry,- to be «ntat1^ to the 
favourable consideration of mankind, ought to be invari- 
ably the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. It was 
intended by its founders to be a permanent institution, 
and was therefore established on cosmopolite principles, 
that, like our holy religion, it might be adapted to every 
ctumge in the manners and customs of men, and to that 
universid system of relif^on which is ordained, at the 
period pointed out by divine prophecy, to cover the 
whole earth as the waters cover the sea. For this pur^ 
pose a series of landmarks were appointed, as unerring 

* 8m 1 Cot. zilL 
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atutdardfl of the f^ith of the Inttitutton, wbioh dwuld 
neither Deed nor Buatain alteratioQ. 

These laodmarks, therefore, are vuides which cauaot 
mislead us. Like St John the Baptist, they are burning 
and Bhining lights, which marshal us in our masonio 
oourse, aad prevent ua from deviating into the paths of 
iDBub ordination and enor. Were we to follow the false 
lights which were exhibited by Bahrdt, Weisbaupt, Knu- 
^e, and their associates, we should be led astray, and be 
induced to exchange divine Masonry for in&delity' and 
rebellion. But the landmarks interpose their salutary 
infiuence to prevent such a falling away from the truth, 
and lead us by insensible steps to the haven of Cbristiaxi 
peace, where wisdom presides, strength supports, and 
beauty adorns, and brotherly love is cemented by the 
practice of eyery moral and social virtue. 

Thus wejtirive at the conclusion, that Freemasonry is 
an institution ^calculated for the observance of every 
nation and people in all ages of the world, however they 
may be distrnguished by a dissimilarity of manners, oua- 
toms, education, or climate. 

The objections to the introduction of the two St. Johns 
into symbolical Masonry, h&ve not been very confidently 
expressed ; although there are doubts in the minds of 
many judicious and well-informed Brethren, whether such 
an appropriation be not sectarian, and consequently act 
infraction of the universality of the Order. But the 
patronage of Moses and Solomon is liable to a much more 
serious objection on the «elf-same principle, because the 
Jewish systeu of religion, as we havejust seen, was only 
intended to be, a temporary dispensation, and restricted 
to a very narrow corner of the earth, while Christianity 
ia pronounced in scripture to be universal, and the time 
is predicted when it shall be practised by all mankind, 
and the whole globe be converted into, a great fold under 
one shepherd, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Thus the Redeemer, having in view the universality of 
bis religion, said, — " Other sheep I have which are not of 
this fold, them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice ;"* meaning, that His everlasting kingdom will be 
open to all mankind without exception, on the condition 
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«f anbnwing his universal religion. The Jewish diqpen- 
wtioo was atrictlj exclusivfl, for it taught that the &TOar 
of <>od was confined to their nation only ; and that all 
bteesiags and promiseB were to be enjoyed by them alone. 
Chriatianity has no such selSsh principle ; and when 
Christ used the above remarkable words, he (included by 
saying, that ultimately " there shall be only one fold 
and one shepherd ;" or, in other words, that all mankind 
^outd embrace his QoBpel, and that all other systems of 
religion should be utterly abolished. 

fYom these considerations it will appeu, that the 
assumption of Moses and Solomon as the patrons of 
Masonry ill the nineteenth century, savours more of sec- 
tarianism than that of the two St. Johua, who were tba 
herald and evangelist of that universal religion which 
shall, in due time, prevail over the whole face of the 
earth. Besides, if it oe true that such a choice of patrons 
has a sectarian bias (which I greatly donbt), its force is 
increased tenfold by the substitution of the two Jewish 
worthies (for whose memory, as primitive patrons of tbe 
Order, no one can entertain a higher respect than myself), 
not only for the reasons just mentioned, but also because 
it would be subversive of an institution which is demo- 
cratic in its nature, and coamopoUte in its extent. Now 
it is clear, that neither the civil nor ecclesiastical polity 
nnder Moses or Solomon was either democratic or cosmo- 
political. In the former case Moses waa the prime min- 
ister under Jehovah the King of Israel ; and Solomon waa 
monarch of the same people, and almoat absolute. And 
the like reasoning will apply to the cosmopolitism of 
Freemsaonry, which cannot, therefore, be correctly re- 
presented W those distinguished Masona. 

Having thus cleared the way by a diapoaal of the several 
theories which in^nious Brethren bave brought to bear 
upon the subject, I have proceeded, in my third letter, to 
a consideration of the period when the names of these 
two stunts and holy men were first introduced into the 
system of Freemasonry. In the course of this enquiry 
oonsiderablfl difficulties have been encountered. Our 
ancient Brethren were so fastidious, that they guarded 
with especial care their masonic manuscripta, and alti- 
mately destroyed them by fire, lest they should find their 
way into unauthorized handa ; and Dr. Anderson lamentS) 
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vader date of 1679, that "many of the frateniity'i r»* 
cords of this uid former reigns were loat in the next attd 
at tAe reoolvtioH; and maoT of them were too hastily 
bonied is oar time, from a fear of making discoveries; so 
that we have not so ample an accoont as could be wished 
of the Grand Lodge."* And when he compiled his Book 
of Constitutions, oy command of the Grand Lodge in 
1720, he adds : " the Freemasons had always a book in 
manuscript, called the Book of Constitutions (of whicl^ 
they have several very antaent copies Femaining), con- 
tuning not only their charges and regulations, but also 
the history of architecture m>m the begiiming of time, in 
order to show the sntiqui^ and excellence of the Crafb; 
hat they had no Book of Constitutions in print, till his 
grace the present Duke of Mont^;;ue, when Grand Mas- 
ter, orderra me to peruse the old manuscripts, and digest 
the constitutioDB with a just chronology."^ 

These were great discouragements in an undertaking 
like the present, and, therefore, I have been obliged to 
limit my enquiry to the documents which, were in exist- 
ence at that period, authenticated by the old manascriptt 
submitted to the inspection ef Anderson, Desaguliers, 
Oofton, Clare, and others, wbo -vr&e constituted bis asso- 
ciates in drawing up a series of lectures for the use of the 
lodges. These were widely disseminated, and constitBte 
an authentic digest of the pure and legitinaate doctrines 
of Masonry, which it would be idle to controvert. These 
lectures formed the basis of all succeeding ones; and 
throughout the whole series, the St. Johns are named as 
tbe.patroDs of the Order, and the authorized sponsors of 
(he Mason-lodge. They accompanied all the warrants 
which were sent to foreign parts; and accordingly we find 
that at that early period, in every, country of Europe, 
where Masonry was planted under the authority of the 
Grand Lodge of England, the lodges were called by the 
name of St. John — 0M c'm U »om de fvmla Ut logaf 

Your Lordship will have observed, that in a subsequent 
reviaioa of the lectures, this prominent truth was fully 
exemplified, by a copious explanation of all the precedent 

* Audereon't ConetitatioiiR. ed. 1738. 

* Ibid. Introiluction to the table of coBtenta. 
■ Pram tlw Franeb Leeturu, i. s. 1740* 
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iteps by ^^ieh tiie system had been dUtinguished from 
tiie earliest times ; aa if our ancient Brethren had fore* 
seeo 8 period when this great principle would be brought 
Into question, aqd were determined to provide agtUQst any 
misapprehension, by a clear and unmistakeable enancia- 
tioD 01 the doctrine. And. accordingly, the two St. Johns 
were finuly incorporated into the Order, by constituting 
a part of the invocation — "So help me God, and holy St. 
John." It thus became legitimately recognized by the 
Q-rand 'Lodge, and ought not to have been discontiaoed 
by the private lodges without an express injunction from 
the same authority. 

Far be it from me, my Lord, to impugn any raessure 
which Dr. Hemming and his associates thought it right to 
adopt, when they remodelled the lectures in 1811, because 
it is impossible, at this period of time, to know the true 
grounds on which their conclusions were founded. But, 
as there ar&two distinct opinions on the subject at the 
present day, both parties may feel gratified by having the 
evidences placed within their reach, and being spared the 
trouble of making the necessary researches in coDfirmar- 
tion of their respective theories. 

In my fourth letter I have endeavoured to gire an out- 
line of the reasons why St. John tlie Duptist was esteemed 
the patron of Masonry. It appeara quite clear, from 
conclusive evidence, that he i^as a distinguished member, 
if not the Grand Master of the Esaenian society, which 
was considered to be the conservator of Masonry, when, 
in common with the true religion, it was under a cloud, 
during its transition state 'preceding the advent of Christ, 
when " men loved darkneia rather than light, becaase 
their deeds were evil." At that period the Daysprioc 
from on fai^ was manifested to destroy the works « 
darkness, and reveal to mankind the true design of the 
Most High in the creation of rasa. The Baptist was 
termed "a burning and a shining light;" and the £vail' 

felist bears witness that "the light shone in darkness, 
utthedarknesscomprehended it i^ot," St. John, like the 
prophet Elijah, 'whose light was esuneiated by being 
translated to Heaven in a chariot of fire, was the fore- 
runner of Christ, who was destined to baptize with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire. He made the path of salvatioo 
straight, by levelling "the highest of hilbi" and exalting 



n.i,z.dbvGo(>glc 



IHB JOHAinnTB MASONS. 99 

'thelcrwesfrofTAlliea," ib&t'* all fieih might ue the salvatitm 
y God;'" thus heralding and aDDouncing the appearaDCe 
4)f ao umversal religion, which should fimbrsce the whole 
haman gpecieB in one fold, under one shepherd, that there 
might- be, in iiiture, bo distioction - of birth, climate, 
conatry, or language; but that all mankind, Jew, dreek, 
or barbarian, bond or free, who- would consent to be 
initiated into the great mystery by the rite of baptiem, 
miffht be included in the universal bond of brotherhood, 
and be received into that glorious institution of which 
the G-. A. 0. T. U. is the federal nead, and admitted into 
that general. Grand Lodge,' where peace, order, and har- 
mony eternally oreride. ■ ■ 

Here, as in a Masons' lodge, all myateries will be re- 
Tealed, and the redeemed actually see that great and 
supernal Being in his native majesty. Darknfess will no 
longer prevail, but a burning and a shining light will 
irradiate the soul, and make it understand all mysteries 
and alt knowledge; and, as John the Baptist predicted, 
" all Sesh shall see the salvation of God." It was fot 
this reason that St. John was considered the patron of 
Masonty, because he was the chief or leading member of 
a society which has ever been deetDed the preserver of 
that pure institution, which had been handed down from 
ancient times as anexclusive system of light and truth 
amidst the darkness of a benighted world, aod was sub- 
sequently known and acknowledged unda* tb» name of 
Masonry. 

One great characteristic of this noble Order is, that it 
is a system of lo^b — brotherly, saintly, -divine love; a 
doctrine which was peoaliarly set forth by St. John the 
Evangelist, He cal^d it a new cDmmandmetit; afid it 
was, indeed, according to the opinions of our best divines,'* 
so much enlarged at this penod as to its object, beyond 
what either the Jews or heathens understood it to be, 
extending to all mankind, and even to our greatest 
enemies; so greatly advanced and heightened as to its de- 
gree, even to the laying down of our lives for one another ; 
BO eflectually taught, so mightily encouraged, so veir 
much urged and insisted upon, that it may be very well 
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deemed a new eomnmidiiirat; beesoae it wh geaienSlj 
DCglected in the pnctiee of maokind, and became it waa, 
for the moat part, omitted in the leaMina of moral teaeben 
of that age; bnt the novelty of it connoted more psrti- 
enlarly in tbic, that the diacipletf were required to lore 
one aootb^ in the nine d^ree in which Chriat loved 
tbem. 

TbiB doctrine waa more fblly displayed by this Etci^»- 
list than by any other apoatle of Chmt ; for which reaaon 
be might be considered, the patron of an order which is 
founded on the Bsme divine principle; and St. John, 
being the penonal friend uid companion of CbriBt, ia 
properly the protector of a society, wboee membera pro- 
leoa a pecnliar friendship for each other. The eonstrnc- 
tion 01 the Apocalypse has been mentioned as another 
evidence of the same fsAt. It appears to have been 
written during the severe persecution of Domitian, when 
the Christiana were obliged to hold their meetings in 
vailoys, and caverns of the earth ; and secreted themselves 
from observation in crypts and inaccessible' places, that 
they might practice in security the rites of their churdL 

During this persecution the Evangelist was banished 
to the island of Patmos, iHxt having, as it is asserted . 
by Tertullian, been plunged into a caldron of boiling 
oil, and escaped unhurt ; and faere, amidst solitude and 
the romantic scenery of unsopbisticated Nature, he com- 
posed this celebrated mystery ; which, like the system of 
symbolical Masonry, he divided into thrtx periods or 
ditgrees, wbicb were intended, in the opinion of Bishop 
Halifax, to represent in an uninterropted train of sym- 
bols, a view of the coostitution end fstes of the Christian 
Church, through its several periods of propagation, cor- 
ruption, and amendment, from its beginning to its con- 
snmmation in glory ; and gave the mechamam of the book 
a turn somewhat mmilar to that of Freemasonry in ita 
most primitive and simple form. 

Like his great parallel, St John the Gvaogelist appears 
to have belonged to the Essenian society; and, probably, 
although we have no evidence of the &ct, aucceeded him 
as its errand Master. Their cuatoma reaembled, in a 

Seat degree, those which are attributed to the primitive 
Eisons. Now, if it could be proved that St. John the 
Evangeliat was Grand Master of this secret society, thero 
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voold ^tpear a great probttbltity in tfa'e masonic tra- 
dition, that, daring the decadence of the latter institntion, 
the attdDtioB of the fratwnity ehoald be drawn to him, 
on his r«tum from Pattnoa to Ephema, as their legitimate 
patron and head. The fonner G-rand Master, who drev 
the fint line of the Q-ogpei, having been put to death by 
Herod, and ^e Brethren destitute of a chief, nothing 
eoald be more natoral than that thev should fix on hu 
namesaka the Erangelist, who "finisaed by his learning 
what the other began by his seat," to succeed him in this 
important office. And if the Freemasons be identified 
with the Essenes, as appears to be the case by the con- 
eurrent testimony of many eminent masonic writers, it 
does not seem at all improbable that St. John, 6ven in his 
old age, should be willing to renew his connection with 
his formflr aasociates, kkT resume tiiat office winch he is 
■opposed to hare held before his banishment. 

It is an undemable fact, that these two parallels were 
flompM<ed to the pillwra of Solomon's porch; and, conse- 
quentlj, to the pillar of a cload and oi fiie, which guided 
the laraetites in the wilderness ; for the latter were un- 
doubtedly symbolized by the Jachia and Boa2, or strength 
and stability of the old Temple, as the Tisible re^dence 
and glory of God on earth. A glimpse of this glory was 
TOQtmsafed to the Baptist duiipg his interview with 
Christ in the river Jordan ; and to the Evangelist at the 
tovisfigaration ; and more clearly in the visions, which 
are eo graphically described by him m the Book of Reve- 
lation, "these several displays of divine light do not 
onaptlr ^mbolize the light of Masonry, which still 
ahinee m naiKuwiSi alfheugh the darkness comprehendeth 
it not. 

I would here remind your Lordship, once more, that 
symbolical Masonry is specifically called by our Scottish 
, Brethren St. John's Masoory; and it u so plainly asserted 
in their Book of Goustitations, that there can be no mis- 
take about it. In like manner, the Grand Lodges in the 
United States have uniformly promulgated the doctrfnis 
amongst the fraternity, that the two St. Johns ate the 
legitimate patrons of blue Masonry. And it does not 
alter the state of the question, that they acknowledge 
them merely in the character of virtuous and good men. 
Sooh u the &ct And the authorities on which the 
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opinion U iboBded, are pneiielj the Mme m thaw whkh 
we adduce, viz^ that they were oooaidend to be oot 
patronfl at the revival ol Maatmrf in England, which ia 
the grand p<^t to which onr pecaliai doctnnea are to be 
tefwred, becaoae it waa at that period when the practice 
of Freemaaoory wai first proDoonced to be exunaively 

ricalative, and its degmaa i»opouoded by authority. 
d, to perpetoat^ the names and inflomae of tbeae two 
worthy and iaitbful Brotheis,it waa also strictly enjoined 
that the grand festivals ahould be holden on St. John's 
day, in continuation of a custom which has existed from 
time immemorial, as appears from a copy- of the old 
Gothic Constitutiona, which was produced at a grand 
festival on that day, in the year 1663, before Henry 
Jermyu, Earl of St. Alhans, Grand Uaater. 

I am no system maker, my Lord, bat am anxiooe for the 
discovery of truth. If my arguments be inoooeluaiTe, or 
my autboritiea untsnable, let the inference be rejected. 
As Jerom said.to his critics, so I say to the captious a 
doubting Brethren — "Let them read it if they please; if 
not, let them cast it aside; for I do net obtrude my book 
on the fastidious ; but I dedicate it to the studious, if 
th^y think it worth tlieir notice." Under any circum' 
stances I shall not he diBappointed. I have curefully 
collected and collated the evidence, and placed them be- 
fore the fraternity for their consideration. However they 
may decideviny object is still attained; having, from the 
first, had twtbtng in view but the purity and peifeotion 
of the Order. I have devoted a life to its accomplish- 
ment; and once attained, I- should joyfully repeat the 
password of a high degree of sublime Kasoniy, and sot, 
" CoNsima(4.TUH est!" 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 

Your lordship's ftathfiil 
Sarrant and Brother, 

GEO. OUVEB, D. D. 
fioopwicfc Twaifgo, Jsawiy 14, 1848. 
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PREFACE 

TO THB PRBSBHT BDITIOH. 



A NBw edition of this Work u now preeanted to Hhe 
Hasonio Pablic. It has been long called ibr, and its 
delay has been owing to other and more pressing avoca- 
ijons. I hope, however, that its appearand in a new 
form will be acceptable to the Craft.. The additions, 
which are principally in the form of Notes, will be found 
to contain much novel informatioQ, alike illustrative of 
the subject and «f the present state of the Author's 
feelings on this important question. A great revolution 
has taken place in (he public mind on all the points 
connected with Freemasonry, since the first pnhlication 
of this little Manual, which is decidedly favourable to 
the view here token of the connection which subsists 
between Masonry and Religion; and the addition of 
some high authorities will not diminish its value. Hy 
inquiries have been directed to one object — the discovery 
of truth ; and increasing years and experience, as well as 
a more extensive reading, have tended to strengthen my 
opinion that the conclusionB are correct. I commit 
myself, therefore, once more to the judgment of my 
Brethren, assured of an impartial tribunal, and an indul- 
gent sentence. 

G.O. 

Seopwidc Ftearage, 
Nob., 1841. 
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PREFACE, 



Whbit a ptiNicatioa on tt novel subject has iMued 
fe-om the press, the motives of the Author, and the 
question of expediency, are usnally investigated with 
■ome d^p'ee of eagerness. I know not how &r if may 
be oonndered necessary to state the nnmerotiB and com- 
plicated motives which have unitedly contributed to 
originate the following essay ; hut I may, perhaps, be 
permitted to enumerate three reoKmi, each amply suffi- 
cieut to decide the question of expediency, aud to ilhw- 
trate my design in laying this work before the Public 

And, first, we are informed that Freemasonry hai 
been proscribed in some of the continental nations, as an 
Institution decidedly hostile to the interests of Chri»- 
tianity ; And that a bull of Pope Clement has denounced 
the harmless professors of a science, which inculcates the 
chief doctrines and morality of Christianity, and assumes, 
as an universal axiom, the broad tenet of nnrestrained 
union and brotherly love. 

The second reason is derived from the general afiecta 
tion which seems to pervade the uninitiated, of believing 
that oar Institution was established for the purpose of 
senBual conviviality ; and hence it is ranked merely on a 
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level with the aocieties of "Odd Fellows," "Ancient 
Druids," " Royal Foresten," &c. ; and that, therefore, 
our prolesrions of intellectual pursuits are altogether 
fallacious. 

iij third Teaaon U of a personal nature. At the 
conclusion of Chap. vi. of " The AotiquitiM of Freemsr 
eoory," I offered some observations on the intimate and 
necessary connection which subsists between Masonry 
and Christianity. These remarks appear to have created 
a sensation in the minds of certain Brethren, which I 
did not anticipate. I h^^^ received several admonitory 
letters, whose common object is to impugn this doctrine, 
which I consider the fairest gem that Masonry can boast. 
As all my disquisitions were intended to establish this 
alliance, I have, in the following pages, attempted to 
place the matter beyond the reach of dispute or contra- 
diction i and I flatter myself I hjive satisfactorily proved 
that Freemasonry is not only a vehicle of religion in 
general, but of Christianity in particular. 

To render this little work more generally acceptable, 
I have interwoven in its pages a considerable portion of 
our Lectures; distinguishing the several degrees in which 
each portion is delivered in our Lodges; which will 
afford an unobjectionable answer to those cavillers who 
will not be persuaded that any salutary benefits are 
derivable from the practice of Freemasonry. 

It may be necessary to add, that I have here described 
our science as it is practised in a Lodge which was 
indebted to my exertions for its origin, and over which I 
presided during many years. If my iufonuation on the 
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nbjeot be incorrect, it proceeds not from a want of 
aeaidaity in tbe research, ftw I haT« twetowed upon it 
mueh anxioui att«ntioo : and I may be allowed to ex- 
pren mj own conviction, tbat those who are pentaaded 
of the non-«xiBtenoe of religion in. th« science of Freema 
seuty, h»Te not given the Bobject that matore conndera- 
lioD wludi its importance demands.- For surely- it must 
be a qaestion of some magnitude to the community at 
large, whether religion be the basis of an institution 
which comprehends every description of mankind : which 
is patronized by crowned beads, and diffuses itself through 
every rank and station ; and I think that a minute com 
psrison between the spirit of religion and the spirit of 
Masonry, would be sufficient to convince any ingenuous 
mind of their indissoluble connection. The whole Jewish 
Bitual was but the perfection of Masonry, exhibited in 
types and emblems of spiritual things. The sublime 
ntark or token of Ezekiel,^ which was impressed on the 
foreheads of the Jewish Masons to preserve them amidst 
the threatened destruction, was, doubtless, that signifi- 
cant emblem which we now call the masonic lbvbik 
The most sublime ordinances of Christiariity are sha- 
dowed in our Institution under types and illustrious 
symbols. In a word, the whole system of ancient 
religion, whether genuine or spurious, was little else 
than primitive Masonry under various modifications; 
and, consequently, it contained everything that wa 
conducive to human happiness both temporal and eter 
nal. For the sake of the Institution generally, and for 

' E>^. chap, iz., rer. 4, 0. 
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Till raMTAtm. 

the Nk9 of Us membett io putioulart I dwald grure to 
be connoted of tenor ; becftowe if religi<Hi be disoarded 
from the Uluitraldona of FraemfMonty, it oan pomeaa bo 
obamu for a ratiosal being. ObjectionB may, perhajw, 
Blue, but none, I tnut, of BofficiaQt weight to invalidate 
the theory. I oODolude, however^ in the worda of Tully, 
"r^Uere time penimaeia, tt, r^dh tine iracmttUa, panui 
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STAR IN THE EAST. 



JHTBOSUOTORT KBUAKES ; SBXWINa THB ABBOLWm AND 
IMHUTABLB CONIfBOItOM BBT^BK rBBBlLABCHaCT AITD 

BbpOsb we enter on thb diaciurion, it will be ptoptit 
to determine precisely what religion is, in the oommoit 
and most correct acceptation or the word. According 
to Cicero, the ancients believed religion to be "the rtody 
and practice of divine worship." The Christian differs 
&om, the heathen world in the interpretation of religion. 
Bishop Wilkioa defines religion to be " that geneml habit 
of reverence towards the mvine nature, Whereby we are 
enabled and inclined to worBhip and serve God, aftef 
such a manner as we connive most agreeable to Bis 
divine will." And Dr. Watts says, that " religien or 
virtue, in a large sense, includes duty to God and owr 
%eiehhour" Beligion, then, is a system oi practical duties, 
and thos stands opposed to tbeolorv, which is a system 
of ipecvlative truths. The moral duties, which man coai- 
mitfl to practice in this probationary 'state, with a view 
of ple&sing his Creator, are acts of pure religion, which 
produce a corresponding in&uence oa the mind and man- 
nerSf and displ^ his natorsr as superior to the rest of 
the creation. They show that man has a rational soul, 
and from his unrestrained freedom of will, by choosing 
evil or pursuing good, his personal responsibility is 
demonstrated ; whence, at some distant period, he will 
be brought to an aocount for his actions, whether th^ 
be good or whether they be evil, and receive an equi- 
table recompenae fi:om the even hand of impartial jua- 
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FreemasoDiy was revealed by G^ himself to the finfe 
niau.* But a wise and good being would reveal aothing 
but what had a tendency to encourage the practice of 
those precepts which were given to preserve the newly 
createa man in the strict hue of moral duty; therefore 
Masonry must be closely iBterwoven with the practice of 
religion. Its operative portion proceeded from the eSects 
of human ingenuity stimulated by human necessity after 
the fall. It was merely-an a^licationof its principles to 
the benefit of man, as far as was conducive to his comfort 
and convenience in tljis life, without any reference to a 
future state. Hence originated the two great divisions 
of Masonry i-Opwative Msswniy wan of humau institQ- 
tiw ; ^>eoulative Masonry of divine.* 

Masonry, in the first ages of the world, was Uieri&re 
a system of pure religion ; and when men degenerated 
into idolatry, and in their migrations carried with them 
the principlea of the Order, it was, in eveiy nation, 
^ipfaed to the same purpose, more or less perverted, in 
proportion as the inhabitanti adhered to, or swerved 



dooTtunly 
iaglit.wi1h 
lioh ia noi 

teimed FroemMonrr. This oonstitated Uh chief empL^ment in 
PaiadiM, and hi» only oonsoUtioi) «Aer hie imhappr Fall ; lor Speca- 
iMive Haaonij is noOiiiig eb« bnt the {ihiloiophj of mind and moEtb 
founded on the belief of a God, the CreatoT, PreBerrer, uid B«deemer ; 
idiiah inatmots mankind in the sublimitieB of aoienoe ; inculcates a 
strict obserTBuce of the duties of sociaT Ufe ; inspires in the sonl » 
Moeration for the Author of its being, and iacites to dte pnra ww- 
■hip of the Qreat Arohitect of the Universe. 
■ It is for want of boaring in mind this ^aUnotion thst m utMtty 
rise roapectinK the nature and tendenojr of Freemaaonry, 
the minds of some otherwise cicell^nt Brothers. Ther 
_ . . I the opinion that until the beginning' of the ISA oentoij, 
Freemaaonrf vm exolnaiTel^ Openttve; when in hct, Openttre 
UmioaTy was but_ an emanation of the SpeculatiTe branch, whooe 
vitalitj it was that produced those sublime structures which are at 
onoe the ornament and triumph of xciGno^. It was the eieKose of 
Speoulatlre Hasonrr that raised the edifii^en conseorat^d to religion, 
whslhcv true tx false, to a standard which aivil arohiteclure oould 
alone nerer bars attained. And benoe we find in all natioas, $m- 
oient as well as modem, that the ab^ctures erected in honour of the 
dirinitj^ are always Bupprb and lasting, wlile those appropriated to 
domastio or eren military purposes, occupied a Very jidlenor statim 
in the wocks of art. 
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hatD, tbe rite^ of trae wonlup. Id India, Egrpt, and 
other nations, which very early hec&me ad^cted to Po- 
lytheism, it branched out into pompous ceremcHiisl 
observanees, shrouded in mystery aild withheld from 
the profane, but atilL applied to the national religion, and 
the worship of those gods which had been erected into 
objects of adoration, and placed on the' foundation which 
Jeliovab himself had laid. Nor is there a single instance 
on record, in which the mysterious institutions of any 
anci«it nation in any part of the worM, having the least 
resemblance to Freemasonry,' excluded religion from a 
share in their solemn pursuits.'" On the contrary, rell- 
~)n was the main object- of them all. Whether the 
'phio or the Eleusinian, the Gothic or the Dionysian ; 
i^ether the rites of Mithras or Brahma, of Pythagoras 
or the Druids ; the Essenian or the Easideun ; alt were 
instituted in honour of religion, and all enforced the 
practice of those duti^ which religion recommends.* 
Shall we, then, be told that Masonry, the very origin and 
foundation of all these systems, has no connection with 
religion, and least of all witl^ Christianity, the perfection 
of religibn? It is a tact, which I sbaJl endeavour to 
prove, that every creditable writer on the subject of 
Freemasonry has publicly avowed his conviction that 
the most intimate alliance subsists between the two 
sister institutions ; and has left behind him ample testi- 
monies to repel this novel and very extraofdinary opinion ,• 

* Iidtiation was bo pTedominairt in the minde of the het,fi(oa, Out 
tfaej denominated the' Hacrajitent of iqtrodttction Int« JudaiBm and 
CbnBtiatiity — inltlHtion. And tbej charged the Christians with initi- 
Blii>g>tbeii; ooarerte, de CKde infantis et sajiguine (JIfin. Fel.,-^. 30.) 

* The prieiitH were always the oonaervBtors of the Sparions Piw- 
masourj ; and none but that ordsr wei« permitted to advance to the 
mperioT d^Freee. Thii facrt alenC hetfrs on the qnestion, for it da«B 
not vitlats the principle to admit that thej- tabnsed the power thus 
reposed in them, Hiunsii natnre is fiail ; hut if the^ had not pos- 
sessed the power, it coiild not have been perrerted to Ifce pnrpoeea 
of BuperetitioD. 

' 11)0 sparioQB Freemaaonij was inntitoted pure, t» we are in- 
fbnned b^, Plntaroh, Li»y, and many otber ancient writers ; and the 
abominations hj which it was afterwardi defiled, wWe the result of 
innovations which saooessiTo eenerationi introduced. Tme religion 
Mnk before tbe triamph of this nnccessfnl imposture, and it wae the 
deterioration of the latter which brought on an oblivioa of the bue 
princi^es of diTine woiship. 

* It u mnob to be lamented tiiat the oasnittrr of Iho present day 
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Frecnuuonjy, as practised at tbe preadnt daj, ooa 
menuH^tea particularly five great events in the tiitory 
of the world, aach tyfKtU ^ ^ MtmoK, These are, m 
mnm af Jacobs where be beheld the celebrated ladder, 
reachinff from earth to heaven ; ika offermg <jfbaac upon 
Mount Honah, w^here it pleased the Lord to aabstitute a 
more agreeable Tictim id hi» stead ; tiW mvrucvlaiu de- 
hMiranc* from Eg}ffti^ bondage leader the conduct of 
Mosea ; lA« offtring o/* Ikmd on fiie threshipg-fiooi of 
Araunab the Jemuite; aod the fmUdimg qf Sol^mon't 
Tet^le. Now these , extraordiuary events, whioh uft- 
equivocally point to our Saviour Jesus Christ, are tba 
priBcipal Uatorical events contained in our leoturea.* 
This ooiocidence could not have been accideidal, and 
must, therefore, have been designed. It follows, then, 
Haai Masonry: was intended to perpetuate in the mind 
of man tiiat most important fact, the salvation of bis 
soul through the sacrifice- of Christ.' To accQmpUdi 
Has design more perfectly, the most prominent types. 

ikoald tw wed to eeTcn ilt« oontfeotion between l^e e waonry asA 
Beligion. It aria«B out of the iHstaken notioii that FiMmkaouiT 
entertainB the MaUtion of aaperseding religion altogedier ; which U 
SB wide of the truth aa the poleB am asunder. FieemaeoDiy supa^ 
aede religion ! Ite most endiiuifistio defenderi never dreamt of audi 
a remit That wUoh C%Tl«t)aiut}r oaimoe effect, wUl ia vain be at- 
teawted hj FreemasoiuT. It is not in itself minion ; but the haad- 
naia and aaaislant'to nni^n. It ia a Bjaten of monjit;, inooJoated 
on Boientlfio principleB, and morahtj la not the gronndwork, but the 
Manh and trwt of religtoa. Fieemaeonrf reoommendB the ymolioe 
of morality to ita meaahen, and iUnatratea the FeapeotiTe duliea whiek 
thej owe to God, theii nei^^ibour, aad themselvea, and theae dutiat 
oMutitate an evidenoe of leli^oo whioh tiaa (tdrenariea at Fise> 
maaiHirj oan imther goiaaaj nor Meiat 

' Ib tb» leoturea of Fieemaaouy there ie no diroet i^ei«Doe to 
Chriatiaiu^ ; bM it> ^vea and enabola oleari^ point to a petfeot 
di^euaatioa wUeh ahoold raparaede all the anuient ajatema of rat 
gion and bring all mankind into one fold under one abepberi 

'Thiawaa Ste fint great fact inooiporat«d into Fnenaaoni;; and 
it ia atill pnaeired in our highest degree. After the unhappy fall 
<tf our finrt parents firun a state of innooeooe and perfection, oeing 
" banished mnn the presence of their Creator, aad impelled by the 
IfantB and naceanties of their atatiun to oonatant toil and ooM, tbaj 
iMOaiae.aenaible of their heinous aa, and with true oontrition of haart 
lltey implored forgiveneas. But fervent prajer natoied their peaoe 
of mind and healed their wounded oonadeaoe. This raised a gleam 
of hop«, and imder its genial operation, they pnrened their daily taak 
widi graatet dieetfulnesa. With minds mora oalm, their ti>il aeamed 
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V th«y STOW, were incorporated by wiu sod piooi 
brethren into the ori^nal syBtem, notil it cootaioed & 
perfect chun of evidence, which could neither be efiaced 
nor nuBundeTBtood,. illsstratiTe of thia fact, so eoMiitial 
to the future welfare of mankind.* 

I presume not to say that Masonry is .exclunvely 
CbriBtisQ, because many ar» d^y initiated into its 
mysteries whose religious opinions are inimical to Chri»- 
tianity ; I only contend, and shall endeavour to prevo, 
that being a system of ethics, and inculcating the moral- 
ity of every religion under tbe sun, it is more particularly 
adapted to the Christian religion, because Chnstiaa ethics 
approach nearest to the standard of absolute perfection ; 
and because the genius of Masonry can assimilate with 
no other religion bo completely as with Christianity."' 
The hutorictU part -of its leotives bears an undoubted 
reference to our pure religion : and this coincidence is 
BO remarkably striking, that it would almost convince an 
unprejudiced mind, that Masonry was fonned aa an ex- 
clusive companion for Christianity. The strength of 
this teBtimony is increased by the nature ai^d tendency 
of its npnholtcal inOrwtion, .by tho. peculiar cast (tf its 
morality, and by the very extraordinary nature of its a2»- 
gorioal mechanism; extraordinary on any other principle 
than with a reference to Christianity. 

Masonry is confessedly a universal system, and teachex 



less MTere ; asd cfaeereS bj the pindiiBe of b S&Tioai whs AoitM 
bniiite the Serpent's bead, tkey deiHrij eiat redenption dnwing on." 
i qnote no more of Qua poesage. Etioiigli » said to shov ita fypioal 
reierenoe to oar holy rebgion. 

* This BeemB to be the nnifonn opinion at all the wctteffi on Free- 
maaoDTf. HutohiniOD t&jn, "tbe true bsUoiffirB, in order to widi- 
draw and diBtinguish tttaragelveB from the rest of mankind, espeoiBlIy 
tbe idoUters by whom they were wirronuded, adopted emblimt and 
myitie deticeM, lege Aer wiik certain dittirtguithtng prineipUt, wktrtbr/ 
Ihey ahmdd- he ibtoum to each other ; and also oerti^ that they were 
Berrauta of that God, in whose hands all oreadon eiuted. By A«m 
'meana they also proteotad tbemeelves from perseootion, asd tbeir 
faith from the rldionle ef the mcredulone Talgsr." {Ed. 1775, 
p-lfll.) 

" The ^pea are nnmeroos and aigoifieuit \ and nan sosroely b* 
miataken by any oandid eDquirer who will take the boubla to ap^ 
them. In like mejiner tbe npuiiona Freemasonnr ia replete win 
^ioal allnsiona to Chiistianity, ahboogfa the inttiated eitbar oovid 
not or would not onderHtanil them. 
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tiie rftlstive and soda! datie§ of ttiaa on the broad and 
czteuaive basif of general philanthropy-" A Jew, a Ma- 
hometan, or a Pagan may attend our lodges without fear 
of healing biB pecnliar doctrinea or mode of faith called 
in question, by a compariBOB tVitb otfaen which are 
repugnant to bia creed, because a permanent and unal- 
terable landmark of MBsonry is, the total absence and 
ezolusioD of religious or political controversy." Each of 
these professors practises a system of morality suited to 
the aanetdoDS of nia own. religion; which, aa it emanated 
from the primitive system of divine worship, bears some 
resemblance to it; and consequentlv he can hear moral 
precepte inculcated, without imputing a designed refer- 
ence to any peculiar mode of fait^ But can it be 
concluded from these premises that Masonry contains no 
Teligent 'The whole compass of the world's experience 
refiites this bold* and unqualified assertion. Alt our 

" Itia weU known thftt there ore three defiuitioDs of MsaoDiT, either 
of which is in itself Bnffident to prove the fact wbioh I am eDdaaTonr- 
ing to iUiifitrata. 1. A peculiar ATBtem of tnoralitr, reiied in allegor;, 
and illQitiated by grmbole. 2. The study of ecience, and the prao- 
libe iif virtne. 3; A ecienoe which includes all others, which teaches 
all human aqd divine knowledge, and the moral dutjea which arc 
inounhent upon as as Moboiib and membero of civil society. 

'* In illustratioQ of this princuple, I copy a paaaage from Bro. Ste- 
phen Jones's Heply to Le Franc's attack on Freemasonry. He 
Mmaikfii " Id ODntemplation of the tfisdom, goodness, and power of 
the Oraat Architect of the UniTcrse, the Turk, (tmder one name), the 
Jew and Christiaii, (under another), can join in adoration ; atl agroe- 
ing in the grand essential and universal principle of religion, the 
recognition and worship of a Deity, in whose huids arfi the issaes of 
life and death, though differing^n sonio more minnt« tenets peculiar 
to each ; and is it uecensarT that thix admirable system of union for 
the best of purposes shoiud be destroyed by the introduction in a 
Christian Lodge of the dootriue of Tedemptioii, which most ofiendlhe 
Turk ; or of toe holy name of the )[ossi^, which offends the preju- 
dices of the. Jew ; or in a Turkish Lodge of the name of Mahomet, 
which must offend both Jew and Christian, and thereby defeat tbs 
imiTersaiity of an eictUentiiiBtitutionI No! we are brethren. The 
Godhead na* tau^it ns so to call each other — the innate principle 
persnadM na that we ore so. Shall, then, this tempoiaiy and happy 
aooommodation of sentiment to good purpuneii, stamp db as deists? 
Very far ftom it ; nbon the Lodge is cluNOd, t-nch departs uninflueDced 
bj toe other; the Jew to his synagogue, tlie Turk to his mosque, the 
CliTictian to bis church; as fuUy impressed as everwith the rectitnde 
of bis taith." In fait, as I have already said, Fie«maaonry, tbon^ 
it stronj^y rooommeuds the duties of religion to our pcaotjoe, is tut a 
peoaHar system of religious faith. 
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purges, all our r^alations, usome, u & fonndatton which 
osonot be moved, & belief in the being of » Ood, sod a 
fiitoie st&te of rewards and puoiahments, and incolcata 
the neoeaeity of ihotal pnritv, u a qualification for fature 
lu^iDBw;'' and this, aecoraing to oar definitions, forms 
the sum and substance of religion in its most nnivefBal 
■coeptation. 

How can any brother eonsidentely urse. that Hasoniy 
. oontains no reference to religion, when i£e veir first step 
which a candidate makes in advancing to the floor of the 
Lodge* is attended with an acknowledgment that he 
believes in an omnipresent Deity, and that he puts his 
trust in that great and onmipotent Being to shi^d him 
from danger and to remove hia apprehensions of evilf 
What is tne ground of his solemn obligations? What is 
the sacred subject of the first chfu-ge delivered to him 
immediately subsequent to bis initiation f KeligioD, if 
Watts' definition be correct. What can be the intended 
effect of our obligations, if they be not grounded on these 
fundamental truths t The progress of masonic knowledge 
moves rtep by step on these universally received princi- 
ples. The first lesson which Maaon^ teaches, is to 
persevere in ^e constant study of the Holy Bible as the 
sacred source of our faith, and containing the only cert^n 
information on a subject the most interesting to a respon- 
sible agent in this probationary state ; and the next is an 
admomtioQ to praclm the three sreat duties of morality, 
one <^ which is the duty to (7od. As its instruetions 
proceed, we learn that our groundwork is sanctified by 
tliQ efficacy of Three Beligtom Offeringt, which are typical 
of the great sacrifice of atonement by Jesus Christ; and 

' ■* The fint aneient ohaise preserved on onr recoida, is an odmoiu- 
tion " conoeminK Ood ana Religion," in the following teima; "A 
Ifason is obliged Df hi^ tenure to obey the moTal law ; and if he rightly 
nnderBtanda tba art, he will never be a stupid atheiiti nor an irreh- 
^ona libertine. But tbongh in ancient times, Masona were charged 
ui erety country to be of the religion of that conntrj or nation, what- 
ever it was; jet it ia now tbonght more expedient on); to oblige them 
to that religion in whinh all men agree, leannE their particular opini- 
ona to themeelTeB; that in, to be^^d menanatnie, o rmen of honoor 
and honesty, by whatever denominatians or perauaaions they_ may be 
dietingniahed ; whereby Manonrj becomes the cebtre of nnion, and 
the meaoa of ooncilLating tnif frifindghip among persona, that moat 
otberwiae have remained itt n { I'l'iiftual diatanoe." 
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thai our splendid ea*op^ eontuui a Lbttik of tiie most 
exteaBire reference, ana tbe most comprehenBiTe meaQiog. 
Tke demtitm in tbe Third Degr«e rmen to the resuirec- 
tioa from the dead; aad this is a clew admissioi) of the 
re«litf of a future ftate, becaase if there he no ftttare 
■tate, there can be do resurrection. Oar solenm dedioft- 
tiona and consecrations speak tbe same l&ngn^e, and 
they are irrefragable evidences of tjie intimate. eonneetioD 
which subsists between Masonry and religioD. If we 
Mx>ceed anottier step, ths evidence becomes stronger. 
The Order of the Royal Arch is founded exctusiTety on 
religion. The degree Is purely religions, and inoludee 
little but what is connected with the lore and worship 
of Qod, and the Wiae and genial regulations of Divine 
Providence for the benefit of matt. The very tests are 
founded on the fall of Adam, and tbe eonseqnent degn- 
datiOB of tbe human race, enforced by the salutary pnn 
mise of their future restoration through the interoesfflon 
of a Mediator." If this be not religion, if this be not 
Christianity, what is it? 

The Military Degrees, though, indeed, they poaseas only 
a remote oonnectien with Masonry," will, however, testify 

" He oBDopjr or ooTWing of & Lodge denotes ita Astoot, tor it 
penetittee to averj part of what the oncieota called tbe SunuDam 
onloB) ; and is oommenBOrBite with tho pTdBenoe of the Deit}'. Itfills 
all space, extends through all extent ; and points out, in common 
with the dhneniioDB of the Lodge, the nuiverBaUtv of TAutmrj, and 
lihe unbounded iuflaeoce of ita aiceUent rutes and otden. See "A 
Brief Hlrtot7 of tbe Witham Lodge." 

■> It will be observed that the Creadon and tbe Fall of Uan from 
. primitiTe innocence have not been introduced into the By stem of Free- 
masonry sinplj aa mottera of Matory, but to imprasa upon the mind 
a deep and lasting sense of the felicitf of onr p«at progenitOTB before 
tfaej transgresHed — the humiliation which their ain prodnoed, and tbe 
oonseqoent promise of a SaTiour who shoold atone for their ftmlta — 
bruise the' aerpenl which bad tempted them to fbnake the path ot 
rectitude, asd rcstJire to mankind the poHsibiKtj of eternal happiness 
In another life. This is the Great Tnjtli on which PreemMonry ia 
founded, and which places it foremost in rank amidst human iuatitii- 

" HoW remote soever the connccrion mnv he, its eiMenee has been 
univeraally admitted, "It would he iieedfese labour," eaye Z^nrie, 
" to enter into Bay investigation, in ohlor toprove that the Order ot 
the Knights Templars wtis a branch of Tl^emaBoury. This faot 
has been invariably acknowledged by Freemneone tbemselvee; and 
none hare been more zeOloua to establish it than the enemiee oif the 
Order. The former have admitted the feet, not beoaoM H was oredi- 
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thftt it isveiy closely allied to- religion. UraT date their 
origin from tb.B Cnmdes, sod have Chrittiamty fo£ their 
basis and lupfwrt. The whole ajBtem is exclumvely 
Cbriatian. Ilteir banner was a Rbd Csoss, inBOibed 
"iNBooBia^oTtntCKs," which W88 oonHidOTed a Bsf^uard 
and proteotaon against all assailing dansere; for t^e cross 
was regarded as a sacred symbol, which alone conldcoDvey 
safety ifl their holy career. The tests and paraphernalia 
of th6se degrees bear the sune exclueire reference to 
Christianity. It ia true they were grafted upon Masonry 
at the above period, and- consequently form no part of 
primitive Lnx: bot still Uiey bear on the point in qnea- 
tion ; for every knight was necessarily a Masos, and no 
one was eligible for the dignity of the golden spur, but 
he who had been prepared by a previous initiation into 
the three degrees of Masonry. This is a strong collateral 
jM-oof of the ancient alliance between Masonry and reli- 
gion; for these high-minded men, who had nothing in 
view but the extension of Christianity, evinced tlieir 
reverence for Masonry, as a religious systemt by m^uag 
it a tine qua nm with all who aspired to admisaion into 
their honourable body. Amidst the enthusiastic spirit 
and sacred feelings wiiich ammated these champions of 
Christianity," they would scarcely have shewn sach a 
distinguished predilection for any system founded on a 
basis which excluded religion. 

The admission, on the part of certain mistaken brethren, 
who are surely unacquainted with the true natifreof our 
constitution, that the science we profess does not incul- 
cate the practice of religious duties, Eas given rise to an 
opinion amongst the uninitiated, very naturally resulting 
from the concession of a point of such vast impctrtftnce, 

M>te t« tbem. bntbe-an'o it was trut; aad the latter have nipportad 
H. beuauH. I'j thf vd of a Ktile jiL^hiatiy, it might be enoployed to 
disgrace th«ir oppaiicjits." 

" " The ilejnurt writer already qooted, aayBj — "As ftar were hu.- 
mated by ft sinoern re^^ard for t ha Catholic religion, and with a deoided 
idiboirsaoe ftir the infidel poasei'torsof Jiidea,itWBa nerer soapAOtMl 
that tljey transsoted any other bintUPH at their searet meetJBga, but 
that i^oh conoemed th« rcgulalioD of their Order, tiie ai^rsBoamctd 
<rf leligioD, and the extirpation of their eaemies." Nor do I belleva 
that odier bnaiiieiB woe admitted. IndiTidual tnrpitade ini^ eiii^ 
hot I am persuaded the Order was pure, and free from the aomtm 
which were afterwards imputed to it. 
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that we are infidels, if not atheiste, and conseqaently 
friends to rerolution and disorder. I grant that infideli- 
ty' and a^einn are imeparably connected with anarchy 
and demor^ization ; but it can hj no means be kifeired 
that we are atheists, except the pn>of be founded on 
stronger data than the fact of our being Masons, ioined 
with the aasumption that Masonry contains no religion. 
It should be shewn by undeniable reasoning that we have 
literally renounced our allegiance to Qod, that we incul- 
cate doetrines which tend to the subversion of religion, 
and that we are guilty of insubordination and contempt 
of the laws which are ordained for the jH^servation of 
peace and order in Bociety.'' 

But so far from encouraging insubordination, Maaoury 
is a perfect system of obedience to superior govemota 
lawfiuly cooatituted. And I am happy to be able to 8«t 
tile plea entirely at rest by a quotation from our statutes: 
"The rulerB and govemom, supreme and subordinate, of 
the lodge, are to be obeyed in their respective statiou 
by all the brethren, according to the old charges and 
regulations, with all humility, reverence, love, and alac- 
ri^.'"* Besides, though political discuBsions are pro- 
hibited in the lodge, our laws unequivocally inculcate 
loyalty as a primuy maeonic qualification. "A Mason 
is a peaceable subject to the civil powers wherever he 
resides, and is never to be concerns in plots and con- 

" Thei* ia a clause in the fint Mctioa of the E.A.P. lecture which 
IfU been introduced for the purpose of illustratiii^ the subordinatiaa 
neoesstuy to secure the observance of strict discipline in a society 
where ttie nembers meet on the leveL The^ are eipected to obsem 
tb* vrntj of the spirit in the bond of p«aoe. But how oould this be 
effeoted if every Brother were to pnrsue a ooul'so which appears right 
in his own eves T Confiiuon and disorder would l>e the undoubted 
fruits of saon a practice. And this would lead to a speedy disEoln- 
tion of tiie Order. But smch is not, fortnuatelj', tKe sjretem of 
vqoaUty which Uasons piaotiae and admire. The Uaaon attends fail 
Lodge, not to do his own will and pleasure, which would fail to be 
pioSabk to him, and might prodnoe reHolta which would rather be 
tayoiious. He has in view something of a higher chai«oter than tfas 
ueiA gratn&Mtion of curiosity or canial desires. He aspireB ta the 
fanpronment of his <^d in the duties of reUgion and morality — the 
exanusfl of his intellectual faculties — th« government of hie paaaioni 
^the regulatioii of his disooorae b^ a tongue of good report — and, 
'i a word, to make doe prognsa in the ^uioaophy and aoieiiM ot 



** Anoient Charges, See. 4. 



.yGOQl^lC 



THE STAS DT THR BAST. 11 

I against the peace and weliare of tbd oatioD ; 
SOI to behave himself undutifully to the inferior taaga- 
trstes; for as Masonry has always been iojured by war 
bloodshed, and confusioo, so anci^Dt hinge and princei 
have been much disposed to eqcourage the crartsmen 
becawe <^ their peaceableneu and l&ualty; whereby they 
practically anawered the eavila of their adversaries, and 
promoted the honour of the &aternity, which ever flounBh- 
ed in times of peace.'"' 

What were the feelings of our beat and wisest brethren 
when this unfounded aeeusatiou was first publicly nrgod? 
Each worthy Brother took up his pen In defence of an 
Order he revered, e^er to repel a charge involving our 
reputation aa individualB, and our dearest interests as a 
public bpdy. One says that "the society of Freemasooa 
model their ceremouiee upon t^is foundation, that there 
is but one Qod, who must be worshipped in spirit and in 
truth."** Another says that "Freemasonry is an Order 
wboae institutions arise on the most solemn and sata^ 
principles of religion." " The knowledge of the Qod of 
Kature forms the ^nt estate of our profession ; the 
worship of the Deity, under the Jewish law, is described 
in the second, step of MaSonry ; and the Christiui dispen- 
sation is distinguished in the last and highest order."" 

Another respectable writer on Masonry is still mot6 
explicit. He says, " The royal Order of Masonry, how- 
ever secret irom its most early foundation to the present 
moment, has nothing belonging to it, but what is so far 
from giving birth or growth ip the commission of any- 
thing inconsistent wiUi the strictest parts x>{ our holy 
religion, whether it respects ouV duty to Qod or man, 
that every part of it, if duly followed, has a dij«ot ten- 
dency to enforce and to encourage the performance of 
every one of its most holy precepts:" and, "Thepreceplt 
c^'tke Gospel are wiiversaiiy the principle! of Matonry."" 
Bat in tiie ensuing chapter I shall bring forward 
abundant proofs, from the most celebrated writers on 
Masonry, that this science has in all ages been considered 

•" Andent Charges, 8«o. 2. ' 

*' IiKorie'B Hist, of Hatonn. 

" Hatchinaon'e Spirit of IGwoiut'. 

" Inwood'B Sennoiu on Hwonif. 
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to hare reli^on for its buis aud eappoit. Those bretiura 
who contend thst religion is excluded from Masonry, are 
admittiag for truth a disgraceful imputation, which waf 
founded on the mere gratuitous aiaertioiiB of strangers to 
oar inBtitution, and who coneeqaentlr could not be cwn- 
petent judges of the all^;atiouB boidij and inconsidfr* 
lately urged, and which they were altogetiier unable to 
proTB. 

We need only, enquire what a system of secrecy, 
founded on the plan of Maaonry, but excluding religion, 
may effect, to be connnced that eur science, as practjaed 
Quder the auspices . of the Qrand Lodge of England, 
cannot be that qyetem.** Relmon being the only re- 
■traint on those who set at dennnce all buman laws, if 
that be aleo rejected, and an atheistical creed be substi- 
tuted in its room— 'if men can so far suoceed in promot- 
ing their own infatuation, as to absolve themselves from 
ril apprehensions of retributive justice in a future state, 
they are prepared for the commission of any crime to 
which they may be stimulated by the operation of their 
own passions, or by the artful duplicity of designing men, 
who haye purposes to fulfil which require the expulsion 
of religion from the heart before they are capable (^ eor- 
gaging in cODspiracieB preliminary to murder and spolia- 
tion. The deep-laid plots of Professor Weishaupt, are a 
striking illustratiiin of the ends to which a secret society 
aufy be made subservient, if divested of its counectioD 
with religion. The system of which he was the inventor 
held out to the world a promise of superior light and 
knowledge; enlisted unsuspecting Christians under its 
baanen, by the plausible aod delusive theories of emaa- 
omating maniiiiia from the sh&ekles of filavirii prejudice, 
of diffusing human science, and fixing the mind firmly in 
the pursuit of virtue; and lika the serpent at the ear of 

** It is now aearly twenty; ypars ainoe the preient work waa written ; 
ttfid my oonvictions on this point have acquired additiontl Btrength bv 
Ubm, Mtd ft mora extended and deliberate consideration of ti)e en- 
dencea on which our inetitution ia founded. And if furtherproof wen 
neoOisBTT. itiHfaniished in the present floariahing state of the Order. 
Out noble and lesmed bmtiiren hove estendnd to it their pHtronaga 
from B. firm coanction of its pown orer tlie morals of the commoni^ 
and its inflnonce in the ouelioratioii of the miad and manuen. Vide 
Biet-of Freemasonry &i»i 1829 to 1B4]. 
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Sre, led them on by impMceptibIb degreei, first to doHbt, 
then to cavit, and afterwaroB to rqect; the succeedinff 
di^reefi of error making them still riper for guilt; and 
when the demon fouad his TictimB prepared for the re- 
ception of anj doctrine bj a reotmoiation of religion, the 
latent scheme was fully developed ; that horrid echeme, 
which by its mystic agency and pemieioiu ramifications 
struck the whole continent of Europe with terror ; which 
promised ancflnditioiia) deliverance from the united 
tyranny of religion and civil government; and which 
threatened the subversion of all existing moral and reli- 
gious institutions } to overturn empires, hnrl princes from 
their thrones, level all distinctions, and reduce mankind 
to an equality on the broad and latitudinarian principle 
of 'Wdversal ignorance and impiety ; imd orush the wretch ! 
(meaoing Jesus Christ) was the infernal watch-word' to 
every species of atrocity and crime ! I confess I shudder 
while engaged in this discussion. I tremble at the simple - 
idea of the application which our adversaries in this 
country may maVe of >the admitted dogma, that Masonry 
contains no religion. 

We will, however, take a closer view of the doctrines 
and practices of the illuminaSi, or Masoniy withtna rdp- 
gion; for the system of Weishaupt, being a system of 
secrecy, though not actually of Masonry, (for the Pro- 
fessor had not evMi received initiation into a single degree 
of our science when he established it,)*' was capable of 
being applied BUi5ces8fully to the very worst as well as 

** Lftoiie hifonna ns. that "in 177S, the Ord^ of fiie IllTiininBti 
WBB tonMd br Dr. Adnin Weishnupt, Prnfeisor of Canon L«w in the 
University of Ingoletadt. In thia eHBOCiationi apeoolotiTe opinions 
wei« inculcated whiah went inconFtistent with the principles of sound 
rvligion. »nd'*iK!iai order; but that lUnminism originated from Pre«- 
nmaonrj-'is a eironmatance for which the afaadow of a proof has not 
j«t hem atidnced. Dr. Bobison, indeed, expreasly afiinns that IUd-. 
nuDibm took ita rise among the FreeniMons, but vjat totally different 
from Frtemasonrg ; and by a deceitful anaebroniam. he represents 
Weiahanpt as on aetiTe member of the German Lodgen, before he 
•oquninix his readers Ihat he wim the founder of the Illinninftti,' for 
BO Other rcBflon than to make them heliere that Wciahanpt waa a 
Freemnwin before he planned bin not* nsaociation. Now the cose was 
Twry different indeed. Barroel himself asserta, fliat t( M a fact de- 
moiutrated bei/imd a doubt, that Weishaupt beeamt a Matrm in 1777 
only, and Aat too yeart befyrt Oiit, whtn he tstahliaktd Ttlumir. ' 
Ite was totally unacquainted with the mysteries of Freemasonry." 
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the best of purposes. * Zimmerman Bays, "Whether thia 
sect be Uie same with that of the PreeD^asODSf or tlw 
Jesuits, both of which suppositions is improhable, JB on- 
certain ; but in 1774 or 1775, a society was undoubtedly 
established in Bavaria, of which a celebrated Professor at 
lugolstadt has been regarded as the founder. This socie- 
ty, under pretext of consulting the happiness of the 
people, and supposing that happiness to be incompatible 
with every species of religious and civil establishment at 
present existing) said with one voice, Let lu destrou them 
all, and raze their very foundatioru ! The secret Order of 
the Uluminati included among its mysterious principlee, 
at present exposed to the world, the whole ot the doe- 
triae which the Jacobins of Paris have sinoe put in 
practice, and it has been proved by the most irrefragable 
documents, that they maintained an intimate correspond- 
ence together before the French Revolution.*' The 
destruction of the Christian- religion, and the subversion 
of every throne and of all goveramenta, have been their 
aim ever since tbe year 1776. It was not understood by 
the new associates of this order, that tiie magic words, 
the kappmeu of the people, were the surest means to recruit 

" A Freiii;!i autlior, in a work entitled, "The Veil wittdrawn ; OT 
the secret of the French Rpvolution eiplained by the help of Freo- 
masoDiy ;" tbua charges the Fieeraaaona with an abandonment of 
religion in their secret conclpives. "The hanible and saiii 

oaths which are taken in the aereral degrees of Uoeoaiy ; the di 

orom bones, and death's heads, the imeginarj combats with the n: 
derera of Uiram, and other horrid ceremonies they make use of, have 
a natural tendency to steel Qie heart; and have, in fact, paved the 
way for those reToltiiig barbaritieg which have indeed been tranaaoted 
' by the enthueiaatio multitude, bat not until th^ bad been coolly 
jilanned by their philosophio leaders." He then proceeds to detail 
certain " rabbinical tales oonceraiug the death and burial of Adooi- 
ram ;" and pretends to explain the meaning of wbet he oalls " the 
Master's watohword, Macbenac." together with a cateohiam used by 
the masonte Knights of the Sun at l£eir initiatiau; all which be at- 
tempts to shew, are calculated to undermine genuine Cbristiuiity, 
and to eetablish a Sooiuiun and Deistioel ayatani of religion, and a 
ciide of morality yery different from that Of the gospel. See the 
Gent's Hb£., 1794. The Mason will at once see uu what a sandy 
fuundation the aboye oharaes are founded. The asaumptJoiM are one 
«Dd all groundless, and the conclnmons therefore onBoiuid. Some 
credoloua Brethren entertain an4dea tliat both Oliyer Cnwiwell and 
Buonaparte attained their elevation tbrongh the medium of Fret- 
masonry. 
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Hhtax nmnben with ease, and by which, in fact, the re- 
craits became bo nameroas And well diaciplined. Young 
men were chiefly pitched upon, who, not having yet 
fonned a strong attachment to any particular opinion, 
were the more easily led away to embrace whatever waa 
offered to them, and men of literary talents whom it ia 
important to secure'' when the propagation of aoy new 
opinion is in agitation. Wheo once a peraon waa enlisted, 
and fully penetrated with the enticing words, the happp- 
nets of the people ; let ve labour to procure the hapmneu 0/* 
thepevpief he becaBie impatient to know. the obstacles 
which were in the way of this purpoae, and the means 
to be made use of to remove tnem ; these were, there- 
fore, offered to' his view in fluccession." 

" The order has five degrees ; in the lower, the myste- 
ries are not unveiled; they are only preparatoir, on 
\vhi(;h the minds of the noviciates are founded and pre- 
pared ; tihen, by degrees, those who are found worthy 
are initiated into the higher ranks.""* The mechanical 

£art of the order bore Some Jaint resemblance to that of 
[asonry, but the principles and doctrines of our science 
were never introduced, even subsequently to the admis- 
sioD of Weisbaupt into a masonic Lodge ; nor could they, 
for bearing a character so decidedly hostile to his views, 
they would have destroyed the very foundation on which 

" FreemoBODiy interdicta her membiTfl from soliciting any one to 
join bET ranks ; and requires a snlem declsratjun to that effect before 
a OBiididat« ii alloired to be proposed for initiation. Tttisi is tlie 

To iht Wbrikipfal Masttr, Wardiw, Offictri, and Maaber$ of the 
Lodge of Jw — . 

I, A. B., being free by birth, and of the full Ufa ot 21 yean, do 
deoWe that, unbiassed by the iinpioper soUdtationB at friends, and 
aniaflnenc^d by mercenaiy or other unfrorthy ntotives, I freely aiid 
Tolnntarily offer myself a oolididnte far the myHteriea of Mason^; 
that I am prompted by a favourable opinion of the institution, and a 
deRire of knowkdfre ; and tlmt I will cheerfolly conform to all tba 
ancient usages and eatablifilied customs of the order. 

Witness my hand thie — day of . 

" Insnbor^nation is generally defended under the cloak of pal)iia 
benefit. Bat FrcPuiasonry is not a eystem of insubordination ; and, 
thmefors, it seeks no other justification than its omi intrinnoinmitB, 
and needs do popular rxy to recommend it to public astimatLoa, 

" Vide Presttn's Dlustrations. 
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tke illarainating icbeme-was erected. The aiiftil Profes- 
■or adopted out secrecy to BanctioD his pnrooaes, by 
Boreeniag him from pabUc dbservation and legislative 
Kratioy. He used nie utmost endeaToors, by every 
means withiti his reach — oot exoepting, probably, hts 
masonic privilege*'— to extend bis doctrines throughout 
the continental nations ; and, as is usual with all inno- 
vators, he succeeded in making many proselytes. His 
lodges were ultimately established all over £urope ; they 
regularly communicated with each other r and their 
transactioas were kept inviolably secret from the rest of 
the world. Men of all ranks and. stations became mem- 
bers of these dark and myaterioos assemblies ;'* but their 

'• It may be nsefol to Temerk here, that tnauy persons have eadatf 

Voored to aubsttv>tiate their ebjeotioDs to the institutioa of Freenu- 
Bonry, from the admitted dogma that its members meet on flie level; 
whence they conclude that the systerQ abolirdiea all hnmim digtino. 
tionH, and promiees to disOTganiEe Micietr, and reduce it to its primi- 
tive elements. But it doe* no inch toing. There is, in fact, do 
Other institution where tha gradeg of rook are better defined and 
presQryod, The W. M. sita in the East, For what porpouB is h» 
placed there ] Why, Ic rule and goterrt hit Lod^. And he is 
invented with power even to denpotism, should he consider it mfe to 
us»it. And Uie Wanjens are fais assistants — nob his eqnsla. Badi 
haa a particuLD' daty assif^ned to him, and beyond that he has no 
right to interfere. The next grade are the Deacona. And what is 
their duty 1 Not, sorely, to rank in equality with the Master and 
Wardens, but to perform the part of infetiors in office ; to oarry 
measages and commands. ItistlieirpTovinoe to attend on the Master, 
aad to assist the Wardens in the acbve duties of the Lodge ; such as 
the reception of candidates into the different degrees of Masonry, and 
the immediate practice of our rites. This is the businesa of the Dea- 
cons; and, bj Its punctual discharge, the office becomes a stepping- 
Btone to further preferment; forf as it is incumbent on a Brother to 
serve the office of a Wardw before he is eh'gible for the Chair of a 
Lodge, so it would be well if the office of a Deacon were preparatory 
to that a{ a Waiden. Tha Treasaref, the Searetory, the Stewards, 
the Inner Gnaid, and the Tyler, have all their respective duties to 
perform, and rank to support , white the Brethren are bound to obey 
the will and pleaanre of the W. H. What is there in all ttus wfaii4 
tends to the destruction of order in society? Surely nothing. How, 
tlien, are we said ti) meet on the tevel T Because our occupations are 
distinguished by the mort perfect Brotherly love. When the Lodge 
is open, the Brethren, ai Masons, whatever be their diversity of erter- 
BbI rank, are eqaut ; and, in the procenii of ^ol'king tiie liodge, each 
besra the burden assigned to him by t^e W. M. in pursuit of that 
oommon object, the aoquieition of knowledge. And when the Lodgeii 
closed, and the jewels put by, we part on the nqnare ; each indiTidwl 
resumes bis rank in society, and honour is given to whom k is doe. 



.yGOQl^lC 



1HK BTAR IN THB SiMT. 17 

moBt aotiTe emimsriM were io the umin of erer^ oonti- 
Dental monarch ; they guided the ooanoils, they filled ap 
the ranks, and were equally unknown sod unBuspeeted.'' 
The facility with which they succeeded id snbTerting 
the religious principIeB of tbeir votaries, is a problem 
which it may he difficult to solve; suffice it to say that, 
whether the real intentions ofWei^aupt were indeed 
what are generally imputed to him, it is cer*|iii that the 
eeeda of impiety and insubordination which he scattered 
throughout Europe, impelled by other powerful ineen- 
tives, lent their aid to the production of those rank weeds 
of savage cnielty and revolutionary bigotry, which swept 
a monarch from his throne, uid produced a twenty ykan' 
war, which deluged the continent with t^e beet blood 4>f 
its inhabitants.** 

*' " It wools eiceed oi)r {DtentionB," eaya a popnl&r writer on tfak 
■tilijeot, " to gire eTOn an ontline of tii« natcm and oonetitation of 
AiB eitraordmujr society ; of its Moiets and m;BtorieB ; of the deep 
disstmulatiaii, oetuwnmato iijvocnej, an^ iihockiiig impiety of iti 
founder and bis aEBociatea ; of their Jesuitical art in coacooliug their 
real objects; and their indescribable industry and astomBbuig exer- 
tiona In making oonrerts; of the'abaolitta deepotian, and complete 
■jstem of espionage, established throiighont the order ; of its differ- 
ent degrees of Novices, MinerralB, Minor and Hajttr Dlnminees; 
Epopte, DT Priests, Kegents, Hagi, and Mankings. of^the Itecruitore, 
or InstnUBtors, with th^ir Tarions and subtle metnoda of insinuating 
mto all oharacteTB and companiee ; of the blind obedience exaeted of 
the Novices, and the absolute power of Fife and death aasomed hj the 

Order; of their diBtionary, geography, lakndar, andoypher; of 

the questions proposed to the candidates for degrees, ana the rariona 
eeremcnites of admiHsion te each ; and of ttie pretended morality, 
real blasphemy^ and abBolnte atheism of the fonnder and his tried 
friends." 

** On the occasion of preBenting sn address to the throne ttoa the 
Grand Lodge, the PriD<te Regent, then Grand Master, thought proper 
to allude to thom fearful events in the following appropriate langrtage ; 
"When principles were first promulmted in France, which, to our 
conception, tended to the over&row ofall peace and order ht society, 
we felt ourselves called upon to depart mm « mle which had beea 
tin then rehgiously observed in our asBociatian. As a veil of seorecy 
COBCesls the tranBaotiona at onr meetings, our fellow subjects have no 
■sanranoe that there may not be in our association a tendency injuri- 
ous to their intereiiB, other than the general t^or «f onr conduct, 
and a notorietv tbet the door of Freemasonry is not closed agaJngt 
any class, proresBioD, or sect, provided Qie individual desiring adndv 
rion be unstained hi moral (Aaracter. To femove, therefore, as far 
u poittUe, any ground for suspidon, it has been, trom time imme- 
mcniai, a fundvnental rule, nvMt rigidly maintaused, diat no politioal 
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Snch 4re tbe ands to which a ByBtem of secrecy 
oneuarded by religion, may be made subBervieut. But, 
QJider the sober garb and genial protection of a religious 
and ChriatiaD faith, it is capable of producing mucb uni- 
qualified good. If it makes men more strict in the perform- 
ance of their moral duties; if it conveys firmness under 
afflictioQ, and directs tbem to look beyond the bounds of 
humanity for relief under the pressure of actual or 
impending* calamity ; if it ameliorates the mind, and 
imites men together io a chain of universal benevolence; 
if it instructs mankind to rule and govern their passions, 
to avoid slander and dissimulation, to look upon the 
Bible as a cule of faith, and to regulate their actions by 
The precepts it contains ; if it does this, and much, much 
more than this, it may surely be entitled to the praise of 
conferring benefits ou its professors, by enforcing the 
duties of reliffion. And this is the businesa of Masonry .'* 
Can it, then, ne a system of Atheism ? Can it lend a sanc- 
tion to the perfidious achranes of revolutionary dema- 
gogues? or the designs of those in&tuated men, who 

topic eLall. od nay protenoe, be meniioaed in Iho Ijoige, The ua- 
gulur juncture to wbiob we have alluded, eeemnd to call for some 
imsitiTe dpclarodoDr wLioh might diBtiiictly exhibit our opinions ; ire 
thence veutured to profeBS to your Mnjesty th« lojaltr with which 
tiiH Freemaaon^ of England glowtid towardi jcuf rojaS person, and 
their unaltorahle attoohineutto tlie preaent happy foim of govenunent 
in tliii! country," &c 

" The lectures of Maaoniy display abeautiful pystem of the purest 
morality. What, indeed, can be more estimable than the spirit ctf 
brutlieriy love wUch.is here inculcated, equally with the enblime 
lesMiua of uuo of our great paraUfU in hia gospel and epistles 2 Can 
auydiiug have a more direct tendency to promote the glory of God, 
peace on earth, and good will towards men T This is the use and 
eud of Freemaitoury'. Let ua ooaaider a few of the moral duties 
which it teaches. It inatmota i^, a» Brethren, b> dwell together in 
unity. It teaches us to imitate the inoocenoe, the wisdom of die 
serpent, the peaoefulness of the dove ; and to let the hand, the tonguei 
and tlie heart be united, as they ought, tn promote each other's wel- 
fare, aiid to rejoice in each other's prosperity. It admonishes us to 
be cundid to a brodier's faults; and never to oondemn, until we are 
thoroughly ooiiviiiced of his luwortliiocas ) and. even uiea, to adopt 
this gulden nile : ^waya speak well of a Brother, if you apeak of 
liim at all, — and if, uu fortunately, Tou oannot, with atriot justioe, give 
Uim your applause— be silent. This, while it affords him an oppoT> 
tunity to repent, and retrieve his reputation, will contribute to om 
owji peace of mind, and ws shall thus avoid all that dissension and dis- 
pnto, which are never oreditnble, and often dangeroas. 
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would lead us baek iato the darkest ag«i of isnoraoce 
and infidelity? I answer, without beritotiooi No. Mar- 
aonry is a system of loyalty, which attaches as to the 
kmr, our patron, and to the soil which gave as hirth. 
And, though political disquisitions ore prohibited in our 
assemhliee, yet an Inherent attaohment to our native 
land can never be thus suppressed. If Masonry were a 
BTstem that possessed the most indirect affinity to rebel- 
lion, would it be patronized by the monarch ? would it 
be encouraged by his royal brothers, and the principal 
nobility of this realm t would it merit or receive the 
sanction of a deliberate act of legislation ? The reign of 
Solomon Was a perfect era in Masonry ; and why was it 
80 glorious ? Because of the indissoluble union which 
our Order conveyed to his subjects, and their invincible 
attachment to bis person and government, as king and 
Grand Master ; which causes his reign to be referred to 
as the most stupendous specimen of peace and happiness 
uDder a monarch, feared for lus love of justice, beloved 
for his munificence, and respected for his piety and 
virtue. 

Such is Masonry united with religion ; and, in truth. 
Masonry could not be practised without the aid of this 
magnificent supporter. No company of men, not alto- 
gether confirmed in the principles of Atheism, could so 
far forget themselves, their duty, and the Supreme 
Governor of the world, clad in majesty and splendour, 
as to exclude religion wholly from their minds, particu- 
larly the members of an institution jirofessing superior 
light and knowledge; The Creator cannot be overlooked 
amidst every incentive to virtue ; nor can man so fer 
disregard the voice of nature within him, as to forget by 
whom he was created, and to whom he is indebted for 
every blessing he enjoys on this side the grave. Ma- 
sonry has set forms of prayer adapted to every one of its 
transactions. The Lodges are opened and closed with 
prayer; the solemn initiations, passings, raisings, and 
exaltations, are accompanied by the same devotional 
exercise ; and, if Masonry be not allied to religion, to 
whom can these prayers be addressed, or what can be 
their efficacy? For prayer can only be beneficial so far 
as it includes a belief in the omnipresence of God, and 
his ability as well as irclination to ronfer blessingB on 
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hu eresturet, and to grant hia omnipoteDt aid on all their 
oodertakinga. Indeed, the very act of prayer ia a full 
acknowledgment of Gtod'a attributes of wisdom, power, 
and goodneaa, and thus becotnes an unequivocal act of 
religion. But' Mwodi habitually use prayer in their 
ho^^$ and therefore it clearly follows, that llasona 
never aagemble for any purpose but they perform acts of 
re%ioiL 
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rmtimanxB bxtbactbo nteii'iusotno vuTBra tt 

SllFPOKT or VHIS TSVTB, 

Thb oVservs^ons in the preceding cbapter may lend 
tbeir assistance towards opening an inquiry of the gre&i- 
est importance in a Ciuistian, conatrv ; do less than to 
refute an hypothesis which would pkce a popolar and 
useful institution on a lerel witlt Anti-Christian clubs, 
and revolutionafy associstioDS. In this atase of the 
investigation it may be nece'ssary to exonerate the authors 
who have professedty treated on FiTeeniasoDry before me, 
firom lending any sancdbn to the destruotive cfa&rge, that 
religion is excluded &om our assemblies. In doii^ this, 
I shall collect a few reputable testimonies, and plac« 
them in ehronological order, with tiieu' dates prefixed, ik> 
as to produce an unifonn proof of the belief wfaidi hat 
prevail^ in all i^es, that the great pedeitai of Maionfy it 
reUgion. 

Before the inventiou of priutiug these testimonies are 
not very numerous, as i&vt manuscripts are in existence 
which were produced antecedent to that period ; partly 
O'wiug to "the losses sustained in the year 17S0, iriien 
the ignorant zeal of some rash brethren mduced them to 
bam their manuBcripts, from a dislike, probably, of 
having their constitutioiis printed."' Such as remain, 
however, will serve to convmoe us that the early Masons 
little anticipated the appearanoe <^ a di^, when their 
art would have to combat the charges of some of ito own 
members, avowedly ufged to strip uie Science of its moat 
brilliant and imperishable ornament. 

About the year of our Lord 696, "the Piets and 
Scots," says the annalist,* "continued their depredations 
with unrestrained vigour, till the arrival of some pious 
teachers boat Wales and Scotland ; when many of theae 

■ Noocfli. CataL, Put L, oh. 1. * PimL Dhu., BM. 4, Bm. S. 
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MTSgM bemg reconciled t» Chrutumity, MoMmry got itUc 
rept«e."* 

The ancient constitutioiiB, charges, &c.,.were framed 
about th« year 926, &om maDUBcriptB in Greek, Latin, 
French, and othei languases, whicti were produced by 
the brethren who met at York, for the purpose of forming 
a Grand Lodge in that city, pursuant to the summona 
of Prince Edwin. From these charges I select the fol- 
lowing, as bearing an uneqmvQcal reUtion to the point 
in question : 

" A Mason is to stud^ the moral law as contained in 
tie focred. code; to coqsider it as the unerring standard 
of biJth and justice ; and to regulate his life and actions 
by its divine precepts. 5e is strictly to observe his duty 
to God, by never mentipniiiK his name but with that 
awe and reverence which is due from, a creature to bis 
Creator ; to esteem him as the ch;ef good, and to implore 
his aid ia all laudable nndertakings." — "A Hason is 
obliged,, by his tenure, to obey the moral law ; and if he 
rightly understands the art, he will neither be a stupid 
Btheist nor an irreligious libertine. But though in anctent 
timet Meuont were charged in every countrt/ to be of the reli- 
gion of that country or nation, whatever it was, yet it is 
now tljought more expedient only to oblige them to thai 
religion in which all men agree, leaving their particular 
opinions to themselves." , 

We now come to a manuscript in the Bodleian libnuTt 
written about A.D. 1536, wiiich is a copy of one still 
older, wrote by King Henry VI., about 1440. This MS. 
asserts that "Ma^onnes techedde manltyqde relygyon- 
ne."* The excellent Preston, in his comment on this 

» There ia a MS. in the IlritiA Museum, Harl. Col., V<J. 1942, 
profeidngto explain the aneiont Histoij and principleB of Freemo- 
•cmry, the ongiiw] of whioh is d>ted u the 10th o witu r y , and was 
written in Sasoo, during the.reigm of Athelstan, It oominenoea w 
follow! ; " The Almtgbtj Fa^er of heaven, nith the WiBdom of the 
^riouB Son, through the goodness of the-II<Jj Ghost, thtae persons 
bi one Oodhead, be with our btgfnnbi^, and give db grace ao to 
govern ooi lives, that we maj' eotne to )ub blisa that never ahall Iuitb 
end, Asiiea- Good Brethren and Feikiws, oui purpose is to tell joa 
how, and In wh&t manner, thi« Craft of ]^Iadonrj woa first begun," tea, 
A0op7 of this curious docnmept ma^ be fouud in the Freemasona* 
Qnarterlv Beview, Vol. iu., p. 288, with ingenioaB Notaa br Bro. H. 
PhnUpa, P. H. of the Moira Lodge, No. 109. 
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^ „e nya : " It appeus to hare snrpnied th« learned 
anBotator (Mr. Locke) that religion ahoiJd be ranked 
among the arts tausht by the fraternity ; but it mav be 
obaerred that religion is the onlj tie wlueh can bind 
men; and that whbbb thbsb is ho RBLiaioir thbrb 

OAS BS no MA80NST." 

In the short reign of King James U., A.D. 1686, a 
US. was written, wiiich ia now preserved in the Lod^ 
at Antiquity. It contains the following paasagee : 

"Every man Uiat ia a Mason tak« good heed to theee 
charges, we pray; that if a man fend himself gutltr of 
any of these charges, that he n»y amend himseli; or 
principally for dread of God," Ac, &c. " The fikst' 
charge u, that ye tkall be tnie nm to God and to the holy 
church, and to use no error or heresy bv your andflrstaoif' 
ing and by wise men's teaching." Ana uter enumerating 
more then twenty charges, it concludes thus: "These 
be all the charges and covenants that ought to be read 
at the instalment of a master, or making of a Freemasob 
or Freemaeoos. The Abnighty Q-od of Jacob, who eret 
have you and me in his keeping, bless us now and ever- 
Amen." 

An ancient maaonio maDuscript, ^trnttea about ihe end 
of the 16th century, and published in the Gentleman's 
Magasdne for June, 1816, commences in the following 
manner: "The might o( the Father of Kings, with the 
wisdom of his 'glorious grace, throagb the grace of the 
goodness of the Holy G-host, there fa«ne three persons in 
one Godheade, he with us at our beginning and give na 
grace so to goveme ns here in this mortall life liveitig, 
that we may come to his kingdome that never shall have 
endinge."* 

' A gnat Bimilaii^ wiH be obBarred between die abore pawge, 
and tfae. Note on p. 22; but iti> a differeat H8.( and it ia prob^a 
that the ancieiit written documeota of SpeoolatiTe HseoDij iniglit 
Ufluallj oommeuoe with a profeamon of hkh. We find aiio<£er 
HaHOnio MS. beginain^ tli«B: "God aloDe ie graoioas and poweiful! 
Tbauka be to our f^nraoioni Qod, Fathei of beaTen and of eairtlk, and 
of all things that in theI^ ia, that he baa Tooobsafed to gire power 
nato men." An aaoient poem on the ConititutiDna of FitttaatoaTj, 
JBEt pubUahed bj Joniea Orchard Halliwell, E^., F.R.S., ta foil at 
abidlar alluaioni. It ia taken from a dnodedmo HS> on TeUmn, 
written not latet than the 14th oentoij, and praaerYed in tb> 
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We onr eome to modern times, vbtn tMtimoiUM eve 
mn^ mate nnmeroaa^ tbongh perfaapa not of greater 
weiofat and soiiBeqiiaBee tbaia the prsoediBg, whii£ abew 
M dearly the opiaion of ouranoient brethren many oeo* 
toiee aAi, on tbis importatit.nibJBcl. 

The Rev. James Hart, in a, sermon praachad at I>ar> 
buD, in the year 1738, uya, "Maeonry u founded enthat 
■ore roek, against which let the waves and billows 9S 
temporal p«aecntion nerer so strongly dash, it will etand 
mntii and aeeare, because dtatroek it CkriiC** 

aaoTBsA wiLLiAU nuTOBOxnon. 

EdlUon 1775. 

•• Jj^ tannmg this aotnety, wfaieh is at enes rdlgioni 
and dvil, great regard hag been giveq to ^e first know- 
ledge of the Ood of nature, and that acceptable service 
wherawitli he -is well pkased. This was the first atwe 
OB which oar originals thought it expedient to' place the 
foundation of Maaoniy. They had experienoed titat by 
religion all dril ties and oUigations were compaetei^ 
and that thence proceeded all the bonds which could 
lioito mnkind. in social intercourse ; thence it was that 

OM noja Ufaniy (BiU. Beg. 17 A, I. fa. 31). I mfagrfbi & ^mj- 

tun: — 

At HijB •emUfe ware pDjiitM j-<nitjMt bo* 

Of gMte loid^a aikl w»j»tcya sbo, ■ 

That whose wol ooime uiys otbR and com to ^stnte, 

He most lote wel Giod, atid H0I7 Chnrohe ^gate. 

Pray to Qod to aende the byVM ; 
For Crist hjmself, he teohet om. 
That bolj wuiohe ja Qoddes hono, 
l^at ja />«u>d for BodiTnre eUoB 
Bat for to pnr ya, u tite bok taOas, 
That tlis pepu Bohal gedor 7011*, 
To pmj and wepe for here s^uM. ' 



And ufaen the £h>«pel me rede Mhal, 
Fajie thoB atonde np fro lii* ml, 
A>d Ueaae the fovre, Mf . tkii tkom 01 
When Gloria Tib is b^otme, 
Aad when the Obapel ▼■ j^dofui, 
A(pim thon n^gtii feneie kdmra.— dEo 
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Utty lud the cDnwr^t«iie of tha edifice on tli« boeom 
of religion. It is cot to be preHumed that we vri a ut 
of men professing religious principles contrary to tha 
revelations and doctriDea of the Son of God, reverencing 
a deity by the denomination ci tbe 9^d o.£ nature, and 
denying that mediation which is graciously offered to all 
true belreyerB. The members t^ our todety at thu day, t» 
M« third stage rf Jtfiwonrjr, amfen themselves to be Cecmsti- 
Aits } tile reil of the temple is r«it, the bnilder is smitten, 
%nd -** are raised from the tomb of t^nsgresaion: The 
Matter Ma»on tVpTesentg a yntm mdtr ike Chrutian ^xtrine, 
Hued from ifte pate (f iniqititi^,^ and raited to tJte Jaiih rf 
talcaxion." 

The Ke<r. Johit HodActts, who preached s sennoa at 
tile consecration of the Harmonic Lodge }n Dndleyi 
Woro«aten*ire, 1784, 'after expatiatfn^ on' the geBeral 
trutbe of Mawnry, adds, " Bnt this ie not all ; the Sacred 
Writings (JCFafirm what I assert j the sublime part of our 
mystery being there to be found ; nor can any Chrfstian 
brothev (let ne speak it distinctly) be a good lUason, 
that dote not make the word of Goo his first and princi- 
pal study." 

BSOiTHBR THB KBT. lAirBB WKIOBT, 

■ Mayb(Ae, ScoOdnd, 1786. 
" Puty unoardt God, the slorioiu Master Bailder ef ^St 
oniverae j and torn to man&tnd; are the two grand inunor^ 
able pilisri which support the lalxic <^ UMOitiy.'^ 

BBOTHES THOMAS JIEAflS, M. I>. 
Soutiuui^^, 1792. 

"The doctrine of Freemasonry embrace all the nata- 
ral, moral, and political obligations of society. It 
direetfl us, to ftilfil our duty to G-od, our king, our 
neighboois, and ourselvRs ; it inculcates reveranee, Asiff- 
nstHKi, and gratitade to Him wbo made and pfietBrm iiT* 
fee. 

B^TUSa JA1U9 MAOOOlrOOBIB, 
Liverpoal, 

" We venerate wid adore'the Great First Cause Of AH, 
and' we endeavour to exalt out views and concctptioiil <£ 
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the invigible Architect, from the o<nlteQ^>UtioIl of hif 
glorkiiu wOTkfl ; . 

To Vxtk tbnag^ aabae np to natnn'i Qod.' " 

' BBOTBBK TBB BBT. JAMES VATSOH, 
Lanauter, 1794. 

"SbaotuT hu the Omnipotent Architect of iha Uoi- 
verse for the object of its adoration and imitation; lut 
great and-vrondeitul woi^ for ita pattern and prototype : 
and the wisest and best of men of all ages, nations, uid 
languages, for its .patrons and professors. But though 
Hasonry primarily mculcates morals and the religion of 
Batore, it has caught an additional spark from the light 
of revelation and the suv of siaHTBOcsNBBs. ' AnA 
thoQ^ Uaaomy continues to bnm with auboxdinate lua- 
tre, it lights the human traveler on the same road ; it 
biseatbeB a concordant ^irit of uuiyersal benevolence 
and brotherly love ; adds one thread more to the silken 
cord of eTsogelical ohaii^ which binds man to man, and 
orowna the cardinal virtues with Chbistias graces." 
" The three degrees of Masonry seem to have an obvious 
and apt poineidoice with the three progressiTe stages c^ 
mankind, fron the croation to the eod^of time. The 
fint is ^nfolematical of man's state of nature, from his 
first disobedience to the time of Qod^s covenant with 
Abraham, and the establishment of the Jewish economy. 
The second, from that period, to the asra of the last, fiiil, 
and perfect rdvelatioii from heaven to mankind, made by 
our Qhvat Rbdebhbb. The third, comprehending the 
glorious interval of the Christian dispensation down to 
the oonnimmation of all things." 

BBOTHBR WILIJAM FBBBTON, 1796. 

. ** Speoolative Masonry is so far interwoven witji re- 
ligion, as to lay us under the strongest obligatioiM to pay 
thai Tationel homage to the Deity, which at once coneti- 
tutea our duty and happiness. It leads the oontemplativa 
to view wi^ reverence and admiration the glorious 
works of creatiob, and inapires them with the most 
exalted ideas of the perfecrions of the divine Creator. 
At opening the Lodge, a reverential awe for the Deity is 
' — ^-''■'\ and the eye fixed m tiat obfea from wluwd 
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ndiant beams lioht oa\y can be derivecL Hence, in thia 
ceremony we are .taught to adore tlie Goi of HeaVen, 
and to supplicate his protectioQ on our well meant 
endeavours. Jq the diligent pursuit of knowledge great 
diacoverieB are made, and the intellectual faculties are 
employed in promotiBg the glory of Qod, and the good 
of man. StjcB is the TBNOKNcr of eybkt illcstsation 
m HASONRT. Reverence for the Deity, and gratitude 
for the blesuDgs of heaven, are inculcated in every 
degree." 

BKOTHBK STBFHBN JONES, ITM. 

"The Bolenmity i>f our ritee, which, embracing the 
whole system of morality, cannot fail to include the first 
principles of religion, from which morality is heit de-f 
rived, neccBsarily calls our attention to the great Architect 
of the universe, the Cteator of us all. The msBonio 
system exhibits'a stupendouB and beantii\il fabric fimnd- 
ed on universal piety. To rule and direct our passions ; 
to have f»th ana hope in Qui, and charity towards mas, 
I consider as the objects of what is termed Speculative 
Masonry." 

BROTHER TOM BBV. TBTHBb INWOOD, 

Pepybri/, 1799. 
"Masonry is truly thesister of religion') ftu* she boasta 
bar effieaoy in all its native infiuenoe ; and is continn^y 
the assistant promoteroflihe principles' and ofl^acticHUk 
The central point of all her innumerable lines, sqnaret, 
and circles, is the love of God. And npoa this oenttal 
point she builds her ^/emA," from it she derives her AtijMOf 
glory hese and hereafter ; and by it she squares hst con- 
duct in strict justice and univenal ekaritif. Hie centnl 
point of all true Christianity and of all true Maaoniy is* 
the love of God." *' Matanry u dedieattd only to the Qot- 

Cl. It has nothing in its Institation but wtiat both the 
w of Moses and of Christ will fiilly allow and oniTep- 
■all; sanction. To ba masonic is to be tmly religions ia 
both its parts ; first seeking and oheridiing in onr hearts 
the tme rear of Ood, and then from this principle bring* 
ing fbrfJi all the amiable fruits of j^teoasoas, wluui 
ue the praise and glory of God." 
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UtOTHXB AUBXAmBB I.AtIBai, 18H* ■ 

** In all ages it has bisen the objeot of fYeeuMmny, 
Bot only to infonn Ae mind* of its m«xiben, byiiutruot- 
ing Aem Id the BeieooM and useful art«, but to better 
their hearti b; enforcing the precepts of nligion and 
meralitv. In the course of the cereoioniei of initiation, 
broUwFlj lore, loyalty, and other virtues are inculcated 
IB bieroglfi^io Hymbols, and the candidate is often 
reioiDdM that the^ ia an eye above whioh obmrreth the 
workings of his heart, and ia ever fixed upon the thosgbta 
and actions of men." 

The author of an anonjrmous pamphlett printed in the 
;4V 1-dOlt entitled Hi^onic- Unun, saya, "Maaoury 
^joihilates all partoea, conciliates all private opinions, 
«&(l reqileta thMe, whc^ by the^ Almighty Father, -w&n 
i^ad^ of one blood, te oe also of one mart and one 
iQin4>, bretbiVR booad, firmly bound together, by that 
IndiaMluble ti«,, the love of their Qodt, and, the love oS 

KAXb OP HMItA, 1813. 

"Ton ought to f^el the incalculable benefit which the 
■eriouB objects of Masonry must derive fi'om this public 
display of i^ «entiineBt of royalty tewarda the Brother- 
hood ; this avowal from so many oi those immediately 
connected with the throne, that they make common 
ea«a-wttii pour wel^e and your afiections. Let us 
oarcy Urn thought further. Let us exalt in the advantage 
which may eaaue to. every class ia Britain, from the en^ 
0iunataiice,4^t tbesa elevated individu^ CDuld,Dot have 
Wm present bwe, had th^ not previoualy received all 
tboae tolMUu inculcat&oas, by whi^ Maaoafy endeavooiB 
to dispose the beast of eaeh of the initiatBd to promote 
tiie, coBifart of his fellow .... They share with us in the 
Mowiag ctmfidenoe that the beneficenee of a sa^riotenA- 
MK Fatbw perpetually diielda us. They paiiio^tate 
wnh us io that sure hope of tbe future, which makes ow 
preMBit eutenoe appear but a speck in the immehnty oi 
Qiu iMntorta) heritage. They an assimilated to as io all 
Att »enflK>na aAetiBa^oC that Cbari^ whioh telta ua. 
ihaikindoeia to all oaaat be the oblation moat aooq>tablB 
to. Hun who, in enataog all, oeuld have no motive bat 
their happiuosa." 
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■. S. K. TKB DUKB OF VXTMBXt 1B18. 

"Masonry is one of the most sublkne and perfect 
inatitutioDB that' enr was formed for the adrancemettt of 
happin^s and general good to mankind ; creating in alt 
its Tarietiesi nmrersal Denevolence and Brotherly Love. 
It holds oat allurements bo captivating, as to inspire the 
brotherhood with emulation to deeds of glory, such as 
must command, throughout the world, Teneration and 
applause ; and such as must entitle those who perform 
them to dignity and respect. It teaches us those nsefiil, 
wise, and inBtructive doctrines, upon which alone true 
bappineas ia founded ; and at the aame time affords thoae 
easy paths, by which we attain the rewards of virtue ; it 
teaches us the duties which we owe to our neighbour, 
never to injure him in any one situation, but to conduct 
ourselves with justice and impartiality ; it bids us not to 
divulge the mystery to the public ; and it orders us to be 
true to our trust, to he above all meanness and dissimu- 
lation ; and, in all our avocations, to perform religiously 
thai which we ought to do." 

ENCTCLOPBDIA BBITANNICA, 1814. 

"The structure of the Lodge is a pattern of the 
ottiverse ; and the first entiy of a Hason represents the 
first worship of the true God." " The sun and moon are 
emblems of God's power, eternity, omnipresence, and 
benevolence. The ethereal mansions of the blessed, for 
possession of which all men hope, are typified by seven 
stars." 

The mass of evidence here collected, which needs no 
comnient, will be abundantly snfficient to establish the 
fact, that our best and wisest brethren have been nni- 
formly of opinion, that the true design and end of 
Masonry is religion. ' It is, indeed, in vain to look for 
excellence in any system which Is not fouided on this 
bans; because all our herpes and all our fears are enfold- 
, ed in the belief of a Qod, and a future state of rewards, 
to be attained by faith and obedience to his commands, 
and of pnnishmenta to ' be inflicted for a wilfnl and 
habitnal violation of his laws. 

But the design of this little wo^ embraces a. still 
wider and mora comprehensive field of enquiry. I must 
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show that the v^stem of -Fraemaaoiuy is moit ooagmial 
with the spirit pf Christianitjr than with any other 
religioo ever practiBed amongst mankind. AdcI this will 
be satisfactorily proved hj an attentive consideiatioQ of 
the lectures, ot Maeoary, and the mechAnism of ioida- 
tioa. 
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CHAPTER m. ' 

CHRISTlAinir WAS TBB TRUV KRLIOION rSOH THX FAU, ■ 
OF MAN TO THB aaTABLISHMMffT OF THE nWISH 
SISPBlfSATIOn. 

Ilveu die bemponxy BjBtem revealed to Moeee wbs, in eveij matenal 
point, typical of tha perfected Cbnrah of Jema Christ ; nnd thei«' 
fore Speoulktire Hmoutv, boiiig eoriy united witti Faitb in Christ, 
has in all ages rotated the benefits which it derived &om ttda di^ 
nified allianoe- 

All religiong profess esaentially the same Bjrstem of 
morality ; but every false scheme of dirine worship waa 
but a perverted imitation of the true one which preceded 
it ; therefore all the commeodable parts of every religioo 
under the sun are-bat emanations n:om the original wor- 
ship of God. Now the first form of divine worship 
established on the earth after the unhappy fall of man, 
was the system of Christianity; and consequently the 
morality of every religion, how imperfect soever, is a 
remnant of Christian morality. 

If, in this discussion, the Holy Scriptares may be ap- 
pealed to as of undoubted authority, Jesus Christ waa 
the Creator of the world. They tell Us that Christ "in 
the beginning laid the foundationB of the world, and the 
heavens were the works of his hands."^ And uain, " By 
Him (Christ) were all things created that are m heaven, 
and that are in earth."* "All things were made by 
him, and without him wba not any thing< made that was 
made."' These passages, enforced by innumerable others, 
are aufScient to prove that Jesus Christ was the Creator 
of the world. It will now be qhown that he gave Hjs 
religioii to the newly-formed man. 

T\m conations being violated by which the tenure of 

' life and happiness was held, the parents of mankind were 

expelled from Paradise ; and the threatened pains and 

penalties were inflicted by a hand, which, while it 
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brandished the sword of inexorable juatiee, held ont. 
at the. asme time, the eoldea sceptre of mercy to its 
f&lleD creatures. From trie recollectioD of man's origioal 
felicity, and to guard the unhappy race against the 
consequeaces of Adam's dehaqueacy, the first Masons 
adopted two significaDt tokens, which bear a striking 
reference to the penitence of our pragenitors, «td to tite 
noere»ee and awe with which thtfy beheld the radiant 
glory of God when summoned into his presesfie to hear 
proDOuuced the fatal senteiice of expulsion, misery, and 
death. Thus banished fr»m the preseaoe of GM, into a 
world oocuraed for their «in, and dapending alone on thdr 
own exertioDB for snpport, they were reduced to the hard 
necessity of using manual labour to procure the Qeces- 
aaries oi life, and t,o ayert the evil of perishing for wont 
of Ibod; for the earth wa> now deprived of alTits'spon- 
taneous productions which contained the aliment essential 
to the support of human life. This was a calamity almost 
insupportable to the misetable exiles, whom habit had 
rendered unfit for such laborious employment, increased, 
as it wasf by piercing reflections oa the heinous nature 
of sin, which had desolated' a per&ct creation; and the 
appalling prospect of death, the ironies of which struck 
them with horror, even in the beasts which were slajo 
for sacrifice. These .considerations bowed them down as 

Eenitents before the throne of God, and introduced ao 
abitual syatebi of piety, .which cheered their labours, 
and removed the apprehension which the sentence of 
death had created m their minds. From' the fatigue 
consequent on their daily toQ, and the remembrance (^ 
the supplicating posture in which they implored forg^vfr- 
nesB, have arisen two other tokens, commemorative of 
these p^ticularB. CommiseratiQg their unhappy sitao- 
tiqa, God gare the repentaat trauagresson that soothing 
pramia^ of redemption whiah, removed the fears of deau 
eternal; and they hailed with joy the means &at should 
exalt them to averloating life. And heuce originated the 
fifth and last token, expressive oS faith, in the promiaed 
Bedeemer, and hope of sharing the bleasinga hie wotild 
convey to man^d.* 

* It will be ueomvr^ to point out tar &ti exalttd BMtim tli* 
nfenaoe whioh Aia duqoistion bMn to ite highest DegtM ol 
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Here, tbes, we hftve the most intimste nnion faetween 
HaBoary bdcI C^mttaoiity from the very &11 of m^ ; and 
I ftm not conscious of the oocorrenee <n any event which 
had a tendency to separate them down to the present 
time. Enoch, a very assiduons Maaon, could not be 
willing to make thia innovatioQ, becaose he was also, in 
principle, a Chriatiatt,^ and did not confine bis Christianity 
to the mere hidulgence of private speculatiye opiniona 
<m its mysteries ; but in his charges and disquisitions of 
every kind, he actively enforcea its doctrines by that 
most swfiil of all incentives, the denunciatiotiB of heaven 
against impenitent Erhiners.* His faith in the promise of 
a mediator was so pleasing to God, that he admitted him 
to ihe possession of glory without undergoing the agonies 
of temporal death. 

Koah was the next practical Mason we read of in 
Scripture, or who Is noticed in our lectures. He did not 
change the priu<SpIes of Masonry, but rather improved 
them by 'adding another degree which bears a direct 
relation to' the Christian faith; for the covenant was 
renewed with him for eoer; and the prec^ which he 
ineulcsted were the very same which the Apostles of 
Jesns Christ enjoined on the converts to Christianity 
when applied to 'for 'a deoision respecting ceremonial 
observances.'' From this circmnstance, the professors of 
onr science were distinguished by the significant appel- 
lation of NoacludsB. 

I do not follow the posterity of Ham and Japhet in 
tiieir migrations into distant ^rarts of the world, fhougb 
they carried with them the knowledge of Haaonry which 
t^ey had acquit-ed from their father, Noah, for this obvious 

FreemoMMUT. Brethrcn who hwe been oonUnted with Craft 
Huonrf may deem it iireleraut; bat in reality it constitutes the 
CBsenoe and perfection of the ByBtem, An eminent and reverend 
Brodier, whose name stands Terr higfa in Irish Masonry, writes ta 
me tboa, !n the course of a lengthened odirc'epondence on &o snh- 
teot: "I folly agree with you as to the direct allusion in all the 
oegrees of Fteemssonij to the Reltgion of Christ. The light oa this 
mbject becomes clearer in each suoceeding Degree ; and is, I think, 

brought to a fuH cfful^nce in the exquisite mysteries of the ." 

* ■' By faith, in Chnst, Enoch was translated that he should not sea 
death; and was not found, because Qod bad translated him: for 
before his tronshttion he had tbis testimonj, that he pleased Ood." 
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reuoDt because ther reoouiiced the practice of thp trns 
religioQ, and applied our Bcieace to puiposea unconnected 
witt ite oiuinal designs,* and productive of idolatry and 
atheism. Their conduct therefore can have nothing to 
do with this diacussion, but aa it affords a strong negative 
proof that Masonry was not disengaged from the sanctions 
of religion by the rac« who practised it in primitive 
purity ; and to show the ruinous effects which must 
necessarily ensue, when temporal schemes are made to 
supersede the awful concerns of eternity. 

We may now safely pass on to the time of Abraham, 
under whom the union oetweep Masonry and Christianity 
waa rather cemented than broken. He held more than 
one personal communication with Jesus Christ; and was 
accepted by faith in the future appearance of that divine 
personage, rendered perfect by obedience to His com- 
mands. To Abraham it yraa therefore covenanted that 
the promised seed should arise from his posterity, who 
sliould convey eternal blesongs to the world ; and this 
seed, says St. Paul, was Jesus Christ.' Through faith 
in these repeated promises it was, that all mankind were 
saved during the patriarchal ages, because there never 
existed any other medium of salvation, but only the name 
of Jeaus Christ ; " for the passion and resurrection of 
Christ, through which alone salvation could be had, vrith 
the glory that should follow, were articles of the prophets 
as well as the apostles' creed.'"" 

The sovereignty given to the tribe of JucTab by Jacob, 
was pronounced hy that patriarcli to be only a temporary 
dominion, which waa to expire when the universal ex- 
pectation of all nations should appear to resume his regal 
authority over mankind. And even the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion, ushered in with all the solemDity which an omnl- 

' BUhop WarbortoQ tajs, (Div. Leg. , Bk. 2, s. 4. } tbftt, "tke mys- 
teries were instituted pure ; uid proposed the uoblent end, bv tim 
worthieiit means." Hence liocrateB affirmed tba,t the eparione Free> 
insMnrj waa of the utmoHt importaace tu tbe welfare of mao. And 
Plutariili, who nadfrsliHjd the Byst«n perfBotfj, adds, that it waa " aa 
ancieiit ophtion, indelibly establinbetl iu tbe spuriona Fieemasoni;, 
that the.uiUTerae waa oieated and upheld by a siqierioT and BupTenM 

' G^. iii., Ifi. 

" Dr. EUifl'B mqnirjr, Wh<ynoc oom«lh knowledge and imdergtwiding 
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poteot Beinff thooght pvoper to bestow upon it," wu 
fcot intended to e^wrate the Jews from the revt of the 
worl^ who were immened in idolatiy, by mch a series 
of distinetiTe observaocea aa made it impossible, even for 
their own tribes to be confoonded with each Oiiiet ; that 
the ejected Saviour might proceed from a stot^ uncon- 
taminated with the pollutions of fiUse worship. 

. This dispensation was, in every particular, typical of 
tbe perfected church of Christ ; and was given to idtro- 
dace and restore a permanent religion^ wmab was com- 

Sleted by the sacrifioe of its fouiMer ; who opened the 
oor of meroy on all mankind, by a fall revelation of a 
fiitare state, and an onequirocal disclosure of the means 
of Balration. 

To prevent the Israelitea &om rooming to the idola- 
tries they had left behind thorn in Egypt, whose splen^ 
aad' imposing oetemomes were calculated to captivate 
the human heart, and lead it astray &ora the true wor- 
ship of Q-od, to follow the inoovations of men ; Moses 
erected a superb tabernacle in the wilderness; for the 
Israelites axe upbraided with carryhig in their wander- 
ings, the portable tabernacle of M«loch, and the image 
and star of R^nphan.'' To obviate these evilis, the 

" AlmoBt all th6 otrcunutaDceg attending the promulgstion of the 
Jmriah diepeatatitriti have been intTodnced into Freemaaon^ ; and 
the portiaul^ obterrauoes inooipontad with its oeramoniaL The 
dirine appearBiioe at the baniiDg bnah, the shoes, the rod, the eerpent, 
Vid the Sacred Name, ore equally embodied in Ihe ByBtem. The 
ph^ee of Egypt, with the eigna which attended the deliversnoe of 
tbe Israetitas from oaptiTitj, thepillar of a cloud and of fire, the 
ni^ty winds, the division «f the Bed 8ea, the BaJvatifm of God's 
people, and the destinotioa of Pbani^ aad ids hoet, the wandsringa 
in the'wildemesa, the delivery of the law, the boildinK of the taber- 
naole, and the eatabliahment of the hioranshj, the order observed in 
the freqoent migrationB, led by the banners of each tnbe, and other 
important evMit*, all form paits of the oompUcated systetn of Free- 
maaonry, and shew its oonneotien with the' offioas of religion at tint 
remote period. 

^ This circumstance i& tecorda'd in the lectures. We are there 
injbimed tilat t)i6 prophet Amoa thus npbr^ds the Israelites widt 
their sapfintitions biuAslidineB : " You have earned about," says he, 
» during your Br^nmings in Uie wilderness, the tabemaole of Moloch. 
and the Star, of femphan." This onatom was derived from the 
Egyptinns, and coneequMitly had been used long before the taber- 
twde of Moses was erected. It waa, tharefoie, for the puipose of 
pvevratbg the Israelites from perslBtiug In tiiiis idolatriKis praolioe. 
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tabemftcls of tbe tnu Qod wm stt up; ottottttictod m 
iogesdoualy u to mits Ui« paiptMM of a tHnple for 
divine wor^fi, and to- be exj^itioaaly ram«nble witt 
sTeiy ahaa^ of uttutiou which tbey wbto dirwted to 
make. Tliu tabaniacle wu fanuahed with -an ark, an 
(Nracla, an altar, &c^ aod QomeroiH aerrioH wsra ^>- 
pointed to be performad by the priests on tbe autiiority 
of Ood bimaelif which, while they anawered every pur- 
pose of present devotaoii, had a reference to a future 
di^ensatioQ, wbiob was to eontinue to the ead of flw 
world. With this people, then, tbe originid conneotion 
betwoMt Masonry and reli^p oeald sustain no deteriora- 
tion } but on union bo oenial aod bene&oial would be mftre 
strongly cemented, and even aBsiduously cultivmted by all 
its pTotessorswho steadfutly adhared to Hie true worship, 
BOd with it to primitive Mtwoary. ' 

Sut the JewLah religioB was only a temporary dispeo- 
aation, instituted to prevent the true ^stem of divine 
worship from being lost ; and the essential points of 
that system wAre preserved continually alive in men's 
minds by a series of types and teferenoes which eould 
not be aiiBonde?ri4>od. 

And first, ihe aUatuau ^vhich were ^ made by the 
people towards the erection of this celebrated edifice 
were so 'many types of the several graces of Christianity 
The gold 01 Faiih, the silver of ibpe; the precioot 
stones of Charity;- the i/ve colour of the silks, £c.. 
dmotfld.tbe lifting up oiir hearts to heaven; a privilegi; 
conveyed to muikind by the. meritorious atonement of 
Jeaua Christ ; the purple, our warfare and tribulation for 
the sake of religion ; and the crtnuon, er, as the origiD^ 
words (tolashath ikanij signify, the 'double scarlet, the 
joint love ot God and man. 

The tabcpiade itself was a distinct type of the ehureh 
of Christ, the Son of God ; for as the former was his 
eeremonial,' sq the latter was his spiritual residene^. It 
was built due Ea»t and Weal, and so are all Christian 
churches, to denote the rise and propagatioD of the 

that thev ir«ire-penBittri to make tt tebenuwle for ibe worship of Om 
true and Iitid^ Gtod, aod to omrry it about in bonooT of Him, This 



.yGOQl^lC 



THB STAM IN TBB BA«T. 8T 

go^wl) wUcIi wu fint prekehed in the ea>t, t&d After- 
wards apread over tiw whole popalation of the western 
world, where it now flouTiahea mere ahnndsntly' than in 
any other part of the globe. It wai ako mtended to 
show further, the vast extent of the perfected chmoh, 
which should reach in length from east to West; in 
breadth from North to Souu ; and in compaaa, shoald 
altimately inclode the whole habitable globe, and extend 
from earth to heaven. The tabernacle waa' built rather 
for the preservation of unitv of worship, than as a place 
of itseli iatriuaically holy, braMose Gtw is eqaallv pre- 
sent in all places ; ^id this ia also the peculiw design of 
Chnatian churches, fbr every individual member of 
Christ is a t«mple in- which the Holy Spivit of Qod 
resides. 

The wisest and best of men amongst the Israelitest 
united iq tile most perfect bond of harmony, uid peace 
to eonstract the tabernacle ih the wilderness, as Solo- 
mon's temple was afterwards built, without the use 
of axe, hammer, of metal tool) so the spiritual buiU^ 
ing of Christ's Church should be made perfect, with- 
out discord or contentious di^utations, for God is not 
the author of coniiiaion, but peace. 

The three divisions of the tabemaele, me., the oitfcr 
covrt, which wAs open to the people; the nncAtory, 
into which the priests were admitted ; and the koiy vf 
holia, to which none had access hut the high pnest 
aloBO, -wexa typicial of the constitution of the Chnstian 
chun^. The whole congregation of the people are 
denoted by the first ; the bishops, priests, and deacons^ 
who perform the sacred offices of Christianity, by the 
second ; - and Jeans Chriat himsalf, our eternal high 
priest, by the third. 

At the dedication of the tabernacle, the glory of tAe 
Lori, in the form of a palpable cloud, filled it within 
and without, and at lengm remained staiioaary ever the 
toinclum lanctorvm. This was figurative of Christ's uoi 
versal presence in his church : and the eoatinoal protec- 
tion which he has promised to all his faithful worship- 
pers. A clou^ was frequently used as peculiarly indica- 
tive of the Divine presence. The token ol Koah'a 
covenant was a bow set in a do^d. Qod brought hia 
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people out of Egwt by a pillu of a cloud. Mbaes cosh 

mOBed witii the Lord on Mount Sinai in a clood. The 
dedication of the tabernacle and of the temple were 
sanctified by God in a cloud. Jenu Christ was trans- 
figured in a cloud; ascended up to heaven in a cloud; 
and ahall come in a cloud to jadgment. 

The tancam taactorvm was a ^e of hearen, whither 
Ghriat has gone as onr high pnMt to intercede before 
the throne of G-od in behali of hia people. It was 
the immediate rendence of the Deity, who dwelt be- 
tween the chembim of the mercy seat in the form of a 
bright cloud. 

The typical meudng of tha ark and its appendages is 
' this : the arh itself, made of imperishable materials, was 
a figmie of Christ's body. It was composed of two sub- 
stances, wood and gold, typicd of hia two distinct 
natures, the hiunui and divine. The three consecrated 
symbols it contuned referred to the three sacred 
offices of Christ; the tcMa of the law pointed out 
hia regal power ; the rod cf Aaron to his priesthood ; 
and the w« of manna, with which the children of Israel 
were fed in the wiMemess, to his ■ prophetical office, by 
which the souls of the faithful are fed, and nourished. 
The four ringi which supported the ark, denoted the 
four gospeU; and the buds on Aaron'q rod were sym- 
boUeu 01 the revival of the body at the final resurrec- 
tion. 

The meretf teat had a direct reference to Jeftns Christ, 
who is the true Uwm^puw or propitiatory, that reconciled 
mankind to the Father by his meritorious death. The 
cherubt, with their wings extended over the mercy seat, 
were emblematical of the angels who minister in the 
church of Christ." This covering of the ark concealed 

" Hie BTmbolioal reference of Qke Cherobim to tlie foor grcat 
Jewiah prophets — die four EvangeUsta. and to the Saviour of mao' 
kind, ii tlias applied, in reference to their compomid form of a man, 
K lion^ >n ox, and an eagle. The niBii ia appKed to the prophet 



of hia prophecy of Cfaiiat beinK boiik of a Virain, 
himaelf the form of a man. The hon to Jereaudl, 
beeuse of bia loud and alarming denunciations to his rebelliou 
OOOBtCTmen. The oi to Bzekiel, because that aniiaal was dke aym- 
bol of atonement ; and it was he who predicted tbe reetomtiiiD oi the 
IW^tle, md aitar on wbioh saoh atonement waa made, Hw nigli 



.^GoQi^lc 



' iHB e*AJ^ nr tbk bast. 39 

the holy law of God from public visv : M Christ; pro- 
tecta hlfl people from the efieets of the same law, whose 
letter is eternal death.** 

The veU which separated the holy from the most; holy 
place, was the saored partition which prerented mankind 
EFom prying into th6 mysteries which were concealed in 
this temponuy dispensatioQpbut -at 4h6 crvctfixion -of • 
Christ it was Bapematnrally rant in sunder Ironi' the top 
to the bottom ; thus testifying thtft tlfd trpical worship 
was no longer necessary, now the end of all tlte'types 
was come to re-establi^ tihe trae religion ; ' for the 
knowledge which was prohibited ander the law, wai 
fnlhr revealed in t^e gospel; aod as there was no access 
to Qod bat through the veil, bo there can be none in tjie 
Christian diBpenaation but through the intercession of 
Christ. 

In the middle division of the tabernacle was l^e akar 



to Daniel, beouue he held oonunmuon with angslio beings, aai ma 
favoured with naona in whioh erentB were oommmiuNitEid whioh 
extend throoghotit all time till the end of the world. 

Ajtuni the man has been appropriUed to Saint Uatthew, beoaiup 
he fomiahea the genealoe^ of Christ oa a man. The Son to Saint 
Hari^ beoaoin lua Qoffpel oonunenoeB with a TOloe crying in fte 
wildemeBB. The ox to Saint Lake, iiiia be^i wiUi a narratiTe of 
Zaohoriaih die priest The eagle- to St. John, beoanae in hia G«ap«l 
he treats of me (Brini^ of Christ) and aa an e^le soaring to 
heaven m the ApooalTpse. 

The Cherub was also a symbol ol tiie Messiah. The man of his 
1 nature ; the lion, as bong tiie Hon of the Tribe of Jndah ; 

t, beoanse he was a ' ' "' 

eaotifioe ; and the eagle ol 

" " There I wijl meet with thee; aoS I will oommnne with thee 
bom above the meror seat, from between the two ohenibims wfaioh 
ere npon the ark of the testiinonT, of all things whioh I will give 
thee in oammandiDent apto the ohildren of laraeL" (Ex. zzv., Isi-) 
On this Mssage Saint OrMniry observes : ■• The ^pitiatoiy sipufiM 
the Bedeemer of the world ; and the two ohenibimB looking fMi each 
other denote that the Old and New TeHtomenta ecmaUy agree oon- 
oeming the one Mediator ; the-former pointeth out, the latter exhibit- 
eth." Cyril also, in his work on the Inoamation, sqys, that the 
meroy seat ia a symbol of Christ. And Calvin olearlr explains all 
the symbojio meaning of the ohentbim thos: "Bj me stratohing 
otrt of their winga is meant, thfiir readiness to do the will of Go£ 
By looking towards tite meroy soAt, the^ wait to know hia will and 
pleasmK. And b^ng joined to &o propitaatoiy, symbolizes that by 
UB advent of Christ, the heavens were opened, and the angels sanfaifl 
wad descend for the benefit of tine beUerers." 
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ef vmoMt, which wu nnabolicAl of Christ, thiourii 
whom maakiDd offor up their prayen u inoenae, and we 
lifting up of their faaDda as an evening aacrificd. The 
erotm rfg(^ waa figontire of Christ's regal dignity, and 
the honu were expreanve of hit power. No iaeense waa 
offered bat opon this altar \ and no prayen are efficMsooa 
bat auch aa are offered through Christ. The jftets brtai 
was typical of the disciples of Christ in all agea of the 
world, who are nourished by bis doctrine to their final 
aalTation; for Chriat was me true bread of life. The 
golden caxdla^k'' denoted the si^ierior illaminationa 
derivable from the operation of Cktd's Holy Spirit ander 
the gospel dispensation; the ligfa was typical of the 
word of God, and the oil of the graces and perffictiona 
of Chriatian holiness. 

In the outer court waa the aJiar for sacrifices, which 
waa alao Bjrmholic^ of our Saviour, whose sacrifice upon 
the altar of the cross was daily prefigured by the in- 
numerable sacrifices which were here o^red for sin. 
The laver symbolized the regeneration. of baptism, which 
is the sacred rite of admission into the Christian church. 

The boardt or pillar* which supported the tabernacle 
were emblematical of all faithful Christians, who are 
represented in Scripture as pillars in the temple of Qod; 
the ban referred to the mim^ters of Christ's cuurch ; and 
Christ himself is the foundation, depicted by the bar$ 
and KckeU; and as there were two sockets under every 

" The golden c&ndleBtick, wiUi its bummg and Bhining lights, both 
in the tabernftcle ud temple, vm an ortUnance of the Deity, to keep 
■IWe in the mindH of his people the Tarious manifeatatioas of his divintt 
person and will hi the pttriarchal ages. Fire and light were the uni- 
nrta toketii of his appearance. Sometimea ehinino; with a mild and 
gentle radiance, like the inferior luminaries of a Mason's lodge, and 
at others, flaming fleroel; amidst clouds and darkness knd thander- 
ings and noise. To Adam he manifested hiuself in the Shekinah, 
which kept the- gates of paradise; — to Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, 
tfce. Deity appeared in a flame. of fire. Nor were the appearance* 
bulged whet) he Tisited Abraham, Isxoc, and Jac(>b. To Moses in 
tiw bosh, and to the Israelites in the wilderness, Are wU his constant 
qmbot. From these precedents, the adherents of a falie religion 

Sroeeeded to paj adoration, and make toUtb oOerings to fire as a 
ei^i and the snn being the largest body of fire in the Tiaible imi- 
rerM, they conoeiTed his divine residence to be in that planet, and 
made It aceordingi; the chief object of their wotahip, as beiag tha 
nuyeatia oiinnal li the sacred eleutent whioh waa kcftt oontinnally . 
alive in the hallowed reoewes of their temples. 
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pillar, M tbey were istnided to denote the two natuwe 
of Christ. 

It will be seen, th&t, in foUowing the arrutgemeat of 
the Muter Mason's (or more properly the Fast Maater's) 
lecture, I have been as conciBe as possible in enumerate 
ing tiie typical applications of the tabernacle and itt 
appendages to Christianity, which was the tme rdligitwi 
on which Judaism was e»gra£ted, for wise and inscruta- 
ble purposes; and if we exan^ne the aerrioes snd other 
component* parts of the institution itselft we ^all find 
that they all point equally to the same event, the coming 
of Shiloh predicted by Jacob while the Israelite* were in 
Egypt; and the full establishmeBt of Christianity, \>y 
the total subTendon of this temporary and figurative 
institation. • 

The Annttai Sacrifices were f^ical of the sacrifice of 
Christ. They cleansed the sinner from all moral as well 
as ceruuoDial defilement; but a repetition of themi every 
year was essential, because of the imperfection of a 
system which necessarily ordained that one man should 
atone for another ; but the pne sacrifice of Christ, Qod 
as well as man, purifies the conscience for ever from sin. 
The burnt offeringt were also typical of the same Divine 

Srsonage. They.were burnt without the camp, and 
irist was sacrificed without the city. Their blood was 
spriniiled on the ark. of the covenant to propitiate the 
Deity who dwelt between the chembims; and Christ's 
blood was poured out in the face of heaven as a aacri' 
See of a sweet-smelling savour, to wash away the sins 
9f men. 

The scape goat, the paschal lamb, the cities of refuge, 
the daily sacrifices, the temple, were equally types of 
Christ; as the jubilee was of the Gospel, and Mount 
Zion of the Church. It is, in fact, unnecessary, in a dis- 
quisition of this nature, to multiply evidences for the 
purpose of proving that. the entire system of Judaism 
was t3rpical of Christianity ; and consequently that salva- 
tion was then, aa now, sumended on the indispensable 
condition of faith in the Mediator. , And this was not 
an obscure doctrine, partially understood by the Jews ; 
for their prophets were continually sounding it in their 
ears, and there was scarcely a generation from Moses to 
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MiJMhi wbieh did not hear it enforced by the awfbl 
aanetitm of rewards and poniahmeDts. 

Hence aa " the glad tidinga of aalratioD to be attained 
tbzongh Christ, were aa andent aa the time of man's 
siD;"** Kad as they were constantly and ' nneqoiToeally 
acknowledged by patriarohs and prophets until the 
actual appearance of Christ upon euth ; we may safely 
pronoonce that the one tree and unchangeable religion, 
which extends &om the beginning to the end o( tune, 
and has hitherto been diatiDnishedby the exftrese appro- 
bation of God in every grwation,' is that wnich ia now 
known by the significant appellation of Christianity. 
Bat senniDe Speculative Haeonry has been alone pro- 
served by the race of men who were the conservators of 
this rehgioQ ; it follows, tb««fore, that Speculative 
Masons, m every age of the World, have been the ex- 
olmive professors oT the tme reli«on, or Christianity; 
and hence Masonry and religion have been cemented 
from the cr&ation to the preerot time. 
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CHAPTfiR rV. 

BTBST BTBNT AIiLTtDBD TO IN THB HiaTOKIOAI. PAST 
OF THB HASONIC I.BCTI7BB8, HAS A DIBBOT aBFBHBHOB 
TO JB8U8 OHBIBT, OB THB OHBISTIAN BBUQIOH. 

Thb system which is now prsctued under the de&o- 
minatioii of Freemasonry was originally an intellectual 
pursuit, which had Ood aud his woishtp for its Bole,ob- 
ject of meditatiou, and consequently was not by any 
means coanected with a mechanical craft. Its name 
corresponded with its nature, for it was designated by a 
term signifying lioht,' purity, or perfection. To trace 
the origin of its present appellation through all its vari^ 
ouB ramifications, amidst tne gloomy days when igno- 
rance and barbarism had oTemin the world, were a 
forbidding and almost an useless task. We know that 
those ages abounded in operative architects, who, taking 

' "Tbe Star," mji HiIm, (Cbron., toI. i., fb. 73.) "aeen b^ the 
CMtem Hip, could not ht.Yt> been ta ordinir; tUr or meteor ; fbr 
when it reappeared on tbeir waj to Betblebem, it ooodncted them 

.till it came and itood orer the hooM where the young child Ina. 
It vaa probablj the sanie glory of the tiord Which, on the night 
of the natiTity, shone round about the piona ahepherds Dear 
fietblehem; and might, therefore, have been of a f lobular form, 
whkh ascended into the beaTens, along with the eeleatial ehoir, 
and might have been seen in its ascent by the Blagf, at the 
distance of five or six handred milee, diminiBhed to the eiae of a atar 
or meteor, and rising fh>m the lukd of Jndea, in the sonth<we«t 
quarter of the borison ; an anasaal re^oo, which most hare atrooglj 
attracted their notice and attention. And if| aeeording to iMtf 
.fdijlaot, these Hagl were the descendants of Balaam, iha oelebrated 
Chaldean divine, who prophesied of the Star to rise out of Jaeoli^ and 
the Scepm from Isnuil ; and also of the acbocl of Dankl the prt^Attt 
at Bal^lon, who was appointed Arcbiinagne W NebmdiadUeBiar, aad 

. fiwetcdd the predae time of the ooming of Heaaiafa the PriDoei wa 
mar natnrdly aSoonnt fbr their jonnay to Jemaalouj— th^ inindnr 
—0>tAi excesNve joy <m the re^ipeaiMiee of the Star ; aad thefr 
adoration of the drruw child, who waa indeed a ' liobt to lighten tba 
Oeiitilea^ and a glory to Us people luael;* the dayspring (^ omwiIq) 
from on high ; tAe bri|^t and monung ttar^ the day etar niack riiaa 
hi oar hearts." 
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advuLtage of the inanity of the few speculafiTe Uasens 
who oDDtioQed to practiBe our Bcience in its native 
purity, boldly pronounced theaudvet the sole conser- 
Tfttors of Masonry ;* while the unaaBommg Easenet were 
incompetent to unmask the pretenderH, or to refute their 
confident sasumptioo of oar peonliar privileges. 

The historical part of our lectures has an undoubted 
leCwenee to sometbing of a higher and more exalted 
natare than the mere ccmstructioD of Bumptuaiu edifices f 
Bomethiag which embraces the vital jnrt of religion, 
and points to an exaltation from the grave of edn, and 
redemption from eternal death. Privileges which were 

* I extract a paange from hi article in the Freemaaona' Qaarterij- 
BMrlev, W firo. Ooodnrn of Tatmton, which bears on this sobject 
" Onnd ttaat«ta Alfred and AtbeUtane tndnced a number of tbera 
(thft Frwmaaona) to come into this oonntiy in order to baild thnr 
olatlM, dinrehea and convenU, and to re-establish the operations of 
tiM craft. The foreign artiats who accepted these invitationi, were 
flame o* thoae few wno had siirriTed the ravages of- the barbarona 
tribM,aad who were Christiana^ and motC of their Uaderttmddirti;tort 
were Clergyman; wbidi &ct is one of the most substaatial proob 
that can be t^tend, that it wtu not for their oiiulanec w ihe Operative 
art alooe thej were invited to England ; but also, that the Masters 
and Warders, being dernmen, and as most be thereby inferred, men 
of morals and learning, Aey might he the more eminently qvalified to 
UaA and inttntet the SpeeiUative Kxence, whilst the Operatives were 
•ngi^ed in the erection of tfaoae edifloes which the propagation of 
Spacolative Maaoor^, and the estahlishment of tiioae laws which wiU 
ever throw tEke bngfateat lustre on the.noas and learned AUM^a 
reigo, rendered ae^esMiy." (Tol. iii., p, 287.) It will be onneceaaaiy 
for me to ezpreas my (pinion that this \a a correct view at the caee. 

* Calaott mfbrma na Aat "in the mintm^ of Eiiw Henry VL, a 
vwtj n^aotable Lodge was h^ at Cantaiteiry, and that a ooat <£ 
anus, much the same as that of the London Company of Freemen 
Uaaona, waa osed by tbf«n ; .whenoe it is natoral to oonoeire tiiat the 
•aid CtHnpai^ is desoended &om the andeat fratamity ; end that in 
former timM, no man wm made free of that Company, imtU he wu 



SwlifinatioB. And it not oidy ^pean, that, before the troaUes w 
ppwed in the rmgn of tms nnfortimate prince. Freemasons were 
numnal^ eatSBBkecl, b«t even King Heniy hmiaelf was msfU ^ Uaeon 
in tha year 14^ and many hmda and gentlenten of the eonrt, after 
hia como^le, soUoited and obtvned admoBmon into the fratMnity. 
An^F, by iritat foUowa, we find how rery intent this prinoe was to 
Mqttim BOme knowledge of the fmtdamental prinoipies, hiatorr, and 
tnditioaa of die Boyal Art, even before he waa initiBted ; and frmn 
wkaiM mi7 also be gathered many of tte original prianplea of t)i» 
•Mttevt Boofe^, on wtdah dw inalittitim of Fiaemasoniry ma 
engnflad." 



.yGoQi^lc 



TBB 5TAE m TSM RUT. U 

WTonght ont by the great Author and Fimsher of oar 
fiutli imd which couaeqnentlj refer to him u the object 
of their illoBtration and fulfihoeot. 

The first great event to which our leotnres refer, (for 
I shall take them in chronological order, and not u they 
occur in the illustrations,) is the creation of the world.* 
This work was performed by Jesus Christ, and therefore 
its reference to the Christian reli^on need scarcely be 
insisted ou. Like the initiation into the first degree of 
Masonry, there waa nothing hefore the creation but darJc- 
neu, a void space and undistinguehable eonfnsion. But) 
from this darkness, at the all powerful word of Christ, 
sprang a light of inconceivable brightness, which illumi- 
nated the newlyHjreated universe ; like the light which 
bursts on' the aspirant's soul, when the bandages of 
ignorance are removed, and he beholds the first cheeiing 
ray of truth emanate &em the shining light of integrity 
and devotipn. 

"Abel oSered a more acceptable sacrifice than his bro- 
ther Ciun."* 

The institution of sacrificei, at the fall, was intended 
to keep hlive the great sacrifice of atonement by which 
Jesus Christ should expiate the co'osequences of'^Adam's 
sin. These sacrifices were, therefore, ordained to be 
bloody, as more esprtistfly typical of that great event. 
And tbia was the sole intention of an ordinance which, 
abstractedly considered, could possess no efBcacy what- 
ever. For what is there in the simple act of killing a 
beast, and ofiering certain parts, of its body and blood on 
an altar, that iacopable of appeasing the just wrath of an 
offended God ¥ The sacrifice of Abel derived its merit, 
principally, from the expression o( faith in the antitype, 
and obedience to the commands of Ood. And these, accord- 
ingly, have been essential conditions of salvation from 
the ori^n of terrestrial things ; and will remain so to the 
end of time. Hence, at the emigrations &am Shinar, 
we find that every tribe which colonized any other part of 
the globe, preserved the rite of sacrificing pure and 
nncontaminated with the adulterations of religion ; and 

* F. C. L«ct., 8m. 2. FreemMonrp would make vm aoqnaintrd 
with thia impoTtont hicA, if all exirtiDg records were destroy ed. 
' E. A. JP. Loot, 800. 8. 
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thni with the type an indistinct knowledge of the anti- 
^pe was preserred in every nation of the world ; and 
dtie idea of one dying aa an expiation to the gods, was 
not only believed, but practised in every system .of 
religion which prevailed among mankind, whether Jew 
or gentile ; ana the only reason why Abel's sacrifice was 
approved, and that of Cain rejected, was becaaae the 
former being bloody, retained the typical reference to 
the great atonement, and the latter being anbloody, 
was offered in disobedience to Qi>d's commands. But 
Abel himself was an>eminent type of Christ Abel was 
a shepherd; Christ styles himself the good shepherd. 
Bighteoos Abel was the first martyr for religion, and was 
offered to God aa a pure and holy sacrifice; Christ, too, 
was ofiered without spot, as a martyr for the sins of the 
world. Abel was slain through envy, so was Christ ; and 
as the offering of Abel was acceptable to Gh>d, so also 
was the offering of Christ. 

"Noah was a just and upright man, and obtained sal- 
vation in the ark, when all the human race perished in 
the flood, except himself and righteous family."* 

This event refers to the salvation which arises by vir- 
tue of Christ^s sacrifice, and the admission to it by the 
rite of baptism. The punishment which GtoA has threat- 
ened to inflict on a guilty world, may be averted by 
taking refuge under the meritorious atonement of Christ, 
as Noah avoided the deluge bv entering into the ark, 
which floated on the waters oi destruction; while they 
overwhelmed all the faithless and unbelieving, who 
rejected the ark of safety which Gk>d had provided, under 
the deceitful expectation that his threatening* ^ould 
never be executed. 

The terrible nature of this judgment has induced the 
unbelievers of the present day to pronounce it fabulous 
But there is no fact better attested, equally from the 
testimony of sacred and profane writers, and from the 
deductions of reason. Many heathen authors have re- 
corded the circumstances of that tremendous display of 
God's power and jnstipe ; and St. Peter refers to it as 
expressly typical of our admission into the Chriatian 
covenant.^ There exists a tradition of it in every natiim 

• E. A. P. L«wt, Seo. a '1 Pet iiL, 21 
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undot heaven ;* and tbe memory ww preserved amongrt 
the ancient OoiAten in their mysteries ; all of which bore 
an nndonbted reference to this &ct. 

"At the ^nd festival whioh Abraham gave at tbe 
weaning of hia son Isaac, Sarah detected Ishmael, the eon 
of H^ar, the Egyptian bondwoman, in tbe act of teaong 
and perplexing ner son. She, therefore, remonstiatea 
with Abraham, saying, 'Cast out this bondwoiriui and 
her son, for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir 
with my eon, even with Isaac.' She spake under the 
impulse of Divine inspiratioo ; well knowing that from 
Isaac's loins shoald issue a mighty people, who should 
serve tbe Lord with freedom, fervency, and zeal; and 
fearing that from too familiar an intercourse with a person 
of Ishmael's slavish extraetion, the pure stock set apart 
for the preservation of God's true worship might become 
contaminated with tbe degenerate vices of slavery."^ 

"niis transaction is said by St. Paul to be allegorical of 
the two covenants of Judaism and Christianitr. Ishmael 
was born after the flesh, Isaac aflber the ^irit, by the 
immediate agency of Qoi himself, which ^hews the 
•uperioiity m the Christtaa over the Jewish, or any 

* " It irtU ^tpmr from maaj oiranmstaiioea in tike more auoient 
writere, that t£e great patriarch, Noah, was highly reverenoed hj Mb 

EOBteri^. Thev looked up to him aa a person peouliarlv fevoured 
Y heaven, and honoured Um wifii Totatjr Utlea ; eaich of whioh had a 
teferenoe to some portiaular put ot ua histoiry. They etiled hhn 
Prmnetheaa, Deaoalioc, Adas, Thenth; Zoth, Xnthos, Inachns, Oaiis. 
^hen there began to be a tendeno; towards idolatry, and the adora- 
tion of the sun was iiitrodiioed by the |)oetoritT of Ham, the title of 
HeliuB, amoug others, was conferred upon him. 'the^r also called 
him Mnr and Mar, which in the Hoon, the aecret meaning crC whioh 
name I shall hereaAer shew. When oolonieH went abroad, many 
took to themselres the IdtJe of Miajadffi and Mmyie from him ; jost 
aa othera were denominated Aoluemeuidle, Anritn, Heliadm, &om the 
Son. People of the former name are to be found in Arabia, and in 
other parts of the world. The natirds 'at Orohomenos were styled. 
Hinys; as were also si':nr> of tbe inhabitants of Thessaly. It was 
die ondent name of the Arcadians, interpreted Z'ali^rrrot, LnnaiM ; 
bat grew obsolete. Noah was the original Zea« and Dios. He was 
the planter of the vine, and the inTsntar of fermented tiqnors; irtieaoe 
he was danominated Zeath, whioh ngmfies ferment; rendra^ Zmi 
hj the Gtreeks. He was also DioniuoB, interpreted by the Ladas 
BaoohOs, but very improperly. Baochoe was Chus, the grandson of 
Noah ; aa Ammon may he in Mneral est«flmed Ham, so mtioh rer»- 
tenoed by the Egyptians." (Bryant, AnaL, 8to. ed-, vol. iiL. p. 7.'' 
■ £. A. P. Lect., See. 6. 
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otiier teligioD : the latter generate to bondage, and m 
merely c«%moQial ; the former u ^ifectly ^iritual, and 
leads to ererlasting life. 

" Abraham tiered hia Mm Iiaao in sacrifice, when it 
pleased the Lord to Bubatitute a more agreeable victim 
m his stead."" 

As Isaac was an express type of Christ, so tliis event 
pointed out the great atonement; Isaac was named by a 
celestial messenger before he was bom, so was Chiist; 
Isaac carried the wood on which he was oSered, and 
Christ bar^ the cross on which he was crucified ; Isaac 
was offered on Mount Moriab ; Christ was offered on an 
adjoiaiog mountain ; Jsaac was to suffer by his father's 
hand; and whose sword was it that pierced- Christ? Isaac 
was redeemed from death three days after Abraham was 
commanded to offer him up ; and Christ was raised from 
the dead three days after his actual crucifixion. And 
lastly, Isaac became the father of the Jews, as Christ is 
the universal father of Christians. How can these very 
extraordinary coincidences be accounted for, on any other 
principle than- type and atititypet And who can sit in 
a Masons* Lodge and hear them expatiated on, without 
feeling a conviction that the lectures of Masonry have a 
clear and indissoluble connection with the sacred troths 
of religion? > 

"Jacob was the beloved son of Rebecca, the wife of 
Isaac, &c„ &c. To escape from the fury of his brother 
Esau, &c., &c., he was sent bj his mother into Mesopo- 
tamia, &c. Fatigued with his journey he lay down to 
rest, Jkc, and dreamed a remarkable dream. A laddes, 
whose foot was planted on the earth, and whose top 
reached to the heavens, was filled with angelic messen- 
gers ascending and descending, and surmounted by the 
majesty of Qod, &c.„&c. In this place the Lord entered 
Into a solemn le^ue and covenant with Jacob, &c^ 
Ac, &c."" 

This ladder, which thas connected heaven and earth, 
had a plain reference to that religion which conveys to 
man the privilege of unreBtricted cohimunication with 
God, by means of prayer and meditation; and the minn- 
tra^n of angels, as messengers of heaven, is plainly 

» E. A. P. Loot, 8m. & " lUd. 
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pointed out. The aneeU attanded our Saviour In emry 
■tep of his divine mission. Hia incarnation waa an- 
noDDced by an angel ; his birth was carolled by choin 
of aneels; they watched with intense intereat eveij 
gradation of his great mediotonal undertaking. They 
were continually atcatding or detcending, to convey 
tadiogs or to bring consolation; while hia heavenly 
Father, from the summit of the l^der, beheld his conflict 
with the powers of darkness; saw him lead captivrty 
captive; rejoiced in hia transcendent victory over death 
and hell ; and at length received him amidst the trinmph- 
ant acclamation of the heavenly hoist. 

"Jacob wrestled with an ansel, and hia sDocessfal 
contention was crowned with a blessing for himself and 
hisposterity."" 

Tne persevenmce ef Jacob in hia contest with the S<m 
«r God, — for the holy personage who appetu%d to him ai 
Feniel was no other than the second person in the 
Trini^, — shews the necessity of continual application 
for mercies hy prayer, if we expect to receive an answer 
to our petitions ; tor it was to this principle that Jacob 
was indebted for the blessing of Ood. 

"Moses took off hia shoes by the oonnnand Of OoA, at 
the baroing bash in Mount Horeb,' that- he might be 
ready to ofler up liis prayers to the Almighty ; to thank 
him for mercies received) crave pardon for past offences, 
and implore bis aid and protection in all tutare endea- 
vours."^ 

This extract carries with it its own ioterpretatiDn. 
Prayer is an act of reli^on ; onr lectnres recommend 
prayer ; we practise it in every step of our proceedings ; 
and, therefore, it is preposterous to argue that religion 
is excluded from Our institution. 

" A great and mighty wind blew, first from the east to 
facilitate the passage of the Israelites over the Red Sea 
in their esoape from E^rptian bondage ; and then from 
the opposite point of the compass, which overwhelmed 
Pharaoh and his host in their attempt to follow them.'"* 

This deliverance, which was preceded by the sacrifice 
of the passover, prefigured the deliverance of mankind 
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from sin b; Jems Chrut, denoted by the sacrifioe of IJw 
immftcalate pMchal Lamb, of which a bone wsa forbid 
to be broken. The paasage throogh the Red Sea refMa 
to b^tiun; for as the iBraelitea were obliged to paaa 
through the water before they could recfiire poneasioD 
of the promised land, so it is neeesaary for Ohrisfiam to 
be poriiied with the waters of baptism before they can 
obtain a title to the kingdom of heaven. 

" The pOlar of a cload and of fire are thofl represented 
in a Maaon'a lodge: • • • • * They were a light and 
a guide to the IsraeliteB in their esci^ from the fxo- 
tr&cted oppression of Egypt ; and also preceded Pharaoh 
and his host to destruction in the Red Sea."" 

The Israelites, who followed this pillar of a cloud by 
day, and of fire by night, represent the whole community 
of ChristianB following Jesus, the Captain of their salva- 
tion ; and were they to forsake the path which he has 
marked out for them, they would soon be left to the 
uncertain guidance of their own iarmtiona; and, like 
Pharaoh and his host, would perish ib the sea of destruc- 
tion. 

"The Israelites were a rebellious and disobedient 
people ; and were sentenced to wuider in the wilderness 
forty years. Here they were miraculously sustained by 
the mighty power of Qod. Bread was ffiven to them 
from heaven, and water issued from the dry rock at the 
word of Moses," &C., &c." 

The chequered scenes of good and evil to which Chris- 
tians are subject in this probationary state, are aptly 
compared to the miseries and fluctuations of the Israel- 
ites during their sojoumings in the wilderness; aad 
should make us anxious for a better country, a bouse not 
made with hands, eternal in the het^vens. The jnamia 
pointed to Jesus the true bread of life; the rock from 
which water was extracted by the agency of the miracu- 
lous rod of Hoses, had a reference to that fountain of 
living waters, of which he who drinks shall thirst do 
more; the stretching out of Moses' arms while the 
Amalekites were subdued, was an emblem of Uie coo- 
quest of sin and Satan, by the extpnaon of Christ's arms 
upon the cross ; the brazen $erpaU elevated on a pole, that 

" F. C. Leot, Sec. Z. » H. M. Lent, Seo. S. 
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the ImelitfM nught look tbereon and be healed, was sym- 
bolical of Christ's body exposed on the cross for the 
salvataon of sinners ; and the blood of the sacrifices agm- 
fied the blood of Christ, the seal of the corenuit, by 
which our mna and iniqaikiefl are -pjoged and done awaj. 
"Moses cansed a tab^naole to be erected in the wU- 
deraeas as a repository for the tables of the law, as well 
as a place for the sownnixation of divine worship," Ac, 

The erection of the tabernacle, as well as the serrices 
of Jewish worship, having already bees explained as 
typical of Christianity, I pass on to the bailmig of the 
temple by Solomon. 

On the spot of ground where this famoos edifice was 
afterwards erected, " King David offered ap his pnytn 
to Ood, who was pleased to put a stop to the pestileooe 
which then raged amongst his peo^e, as a paoishmen: 
for his own impmdence, in havmg ordered them to be 
nnmbered ; and gave him a tokbn of reconciliation," See., 
Ac." 

This is an ondoubted act of guiuine religion ; and, as 
it forms one fundamental basis of our Lodge's coneecr^- 
tion, it holds out something more than an equivocal 
proof of the existence of rehgion within our walls ; it 
shews that our illuatrationa have a tendency to elevate 
the heart to that auhlime object who hath raised ua from 
the grave of sin by the aacred points of Chriatian fellow- 
ship ; ' hath instructed us in the terms of reconciliation j 
and given us the glorious Qospel, which points out the 
resurrection fmn the dead, and everlaslling life in the 
panidise of God. 

" There was neither axe, hammer nor metal tool uaed 
at the building of King Solomon'a temple, so that 
nothing was heard among the workmen of Zion, save 
harmony and peace."" 

This arrangement of the Most High, emblematicallv 
pointed out that peace, harmony, and brotherly love, were 
to be cbaraateriatic gigna of the Qospel dispenaation. 
The temple was built on Mount Moiiah, one of the hills 
of ZvM, which is the name given to the ChriatiaD 
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chaFch ; and Chrirt u the foondatioB-^tone on wbioh it 
iff erected.* 

"Tbe stonei were cirred, marked, and numbered in 
the quarry from whence they were hewn; the timb^ 
wai prepared and marked m tite forest; and, when 
brou^t to Jenuaiem and put together, eadi part fitted 
with such perfect exactness, as made it appear rather 
the work ot the great Architect of the unirerBe, thanan 
exertion of human ski]!.'"' 

Every Christian is a stone in this spiritual edifice, 
which, when properly modelled and policed by tibe 
exercise of religion, and the practice of morality, and 
fitted for trauBlation to » celestial building, he-is cemented 
with his perfected brethren, by cbarity, into a beautiful 
temple prepared on earth, and put together in heaven. 

I might notice many other particulars, in this division 
of the lectures, whioh point out the intimate connection 
between Masonry and religion; but enough has been 
said to prove tbe truth of the propoedtion, that the 
historical part of Masonry consists purely of unmixed 
religion ; and contains a regular series of undoubted refe- 
reocea to Chriatiapity. 

" It is Maerted bj tlw B&bbbs, Uutt Kinc Solomon Tec«iTed a 
leoret from ABmodeui, an eTiLspirit, mentioned in the book of Toljt, 
who bad BBUiped his throne, and ofterwarda becaxae big prisoner. 
Bj tbe aae of this he was enabied to'&uah the temp]e wittaont the 
nae of axe, hammer, 6r metal toal ; f(« the «toue tckamir, wbioh had 
been presented to him by tbe d^mon, possessed the property' of cat- 
ting anT other sobstantM as a diamond outs glass. This, however, is 
wholly fabulous. Metal tools were used in tbu forest and the qnany, 
and it was by a very natural prooegs that tiife building was nonstr u cted 
without the poUntiun of these ii ' 

" £. A. P. Lact., 8eo. 3. 
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TH> MOBAUTT or ItASONST U PKBOISBLT THB SUCK 
Afl THAT or OHBIBHANITT. 

T^a division will consist almosi solelr of the morality 
exhibited in the lectures of Masoniy; tor I coi^ectore 
that the doctrinea will be found so closely alBed to reli- 
ffioD, that comment will be scarcely neceaaary. The 
lectures will he quoted from publications anthomed by 
the Grand Iiodge, and can, meTefore, be subject to no 
exception on thjp ground of authenticity.' 

Xne great characteristic of Freemasonry wMoh ha9 
exiuted so many unjust suspicions of its innoceoooi is the 
tecraa^ which has been inviolably observed respecting its 
peculiar mysteries, from the creation of the worid to the 
present time. Our lectures enforce the practice by such 
argomenti u these : — " Of all the arts which Masons pot- 
sees, the art of secrecy particularly dietinguisheB them. 
Taciturnity is a proof of wisdom ; and is allowed to be 
of the utmioBt importance in the different transactious of 
li£e. The best writers have declared it to be an ait of 
inestimable value; and that it is agreeable to the Deity 
himself may be easily conceivedfrom the glorious exun- 

■ Evsiy qnobktkiti bnHutit flmrard in proof of Ham piopoaltioii 
win be selected from'detaoitedparlBof ttieleotora* already poblUhed 
in Preston's " nhwtrallon." Htifadiinson'>s ■• Spirit of UMoniy," tmi 
InwQod'a '' SaiiBOiM," nidsr t&s MftotiDD or appiolMlioit of the Qrsad 
Lodgv of Eai^and, and WabW "Uoaitor," paUislwil ondor As 
exnress aaaotion of the Qiand Lodm of Ameiioa. 

Ths Bjrteia of smmo/ smbodi^ In ths soienoe of Fnemaaonrf 

-'• been oonsidewd bj the ■r=-"=*'-' ^— f 

progress. Birt notliiiv oi 

1 inteUtgviit Locke, b^or. ... , „ 

Hasbsin, that it ms his wish that &e seoreta of HasMtry ■] 

oommnnieated to all mankind, sinoe "tiiereia notbingmoretenettuni 
triutthsHasoutMoli; that dte better msQ an the mors lltej lore 
one 'another: -viitQehaTtngin itself somefiung so amiabl) u totdimn 
dks beaita of all who behsU it." 



has slwajs been oonaidned bj the minitiated as a great stambHi^ 
" k to Its progress. Birt nothiiv oaa be mote abnrd. EfouAi 
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pie wUch'he gives, in concealing from mankind fhe Mcreie 
of hifl providence. The wiieet of men csnjiot pry into 
the arcana of heaven ; nor can they divine to-day what 
to-morrow may bring forth.'" 

The lectures define Freemasonry to be a "science 
which includes all others; which inculcates human and 
divine knowledge, and teaches man his duty to Qod, hia 
neighbour, and nimself.'"^ Here we have surely a decisive 
proof, in the very definition of our Order, that it is found- 
ed on relision; for nothing but a religious system can 
incnlcate tnis constellation of grand and important duties. 

" From east to west Freemasonry extends ; and between 
,the north and south in every cliine and nation are Masons 
to he found. Our institution is said to be supported by 
wisdom, strength! and beauty; because it is nece^ary 
that there ^cruld be wisdom to contrive, strength to sup- 
port, and beauty to adorn all great and important under^ 
takings. Its dimensions are unlimited, and its covering 
no less than the canopy of heaven. To tki* obfed tie 
Maton'i mind u crmstanlly directed, and thither he Hopes at 
last to arrive by the aid of the theological ladder which 
Jacob in his vision saw extending from earth to heaven ; 
the three principal rounds of which are iaitli, hope, and 
charity; which admonish us to have fivith in Ood, hope 
in immortality, and charity to alt mankind."* 

Faith, hope, and charity, are virtues connected with 
religion, if any affinity can be traced between religion 
and morality. But ehsrity, united with faith and hope, 
is pure Christianity. Faith imprints a' strong sense of 
duty on t^e mind, and displays the gloriouB prospect of 
an eternal reward. Hope vigorousljr discharges the duty, 
under a strong assurance thut tbo' reward is attainable. 
But charity surmounts all dilHculties, turns duty into 
deligfat, and contributes to a final consummation in glory. 
Hence arises the most exaltiid pfefiigative of charity over 
all other gifts and perfcctiuns. Charity is the distin- 
guisbing characteristio of the Deity. . All other virtues 
are mortal r charity alone is immortal. It will beam 
resplendent rays through all eternity, and, like tiie obh- 

* E. A. P. LMt., Sm. I, qmted from Prerton. 
■ * B. A. Ij«t, 8«s. 2, from Webb. 
' E. A. P. Loot., See. 4, from Webb. 
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TKAi. STAS of heaven, thall utterly extinguiah all inferior 

UghtH by Its unfadmg liutre. "Charity never ftiieth," 
■aye a great ChiiBtian teacEer; "hat whether there be 
prophecies, they shall fail; whether tiiere be tongaes, 
they shall cease ; whether tiiere be knowledge, it shall 
vanuh away."* These gifts being adapted Kuely to the 
imperfect state of himuoi oatore, their utility will cease 
in a state of absolute perfection. Even the glorious habita 
of faith and hope, though essential qualifications in this 
mortal state, will have no part in the heavenly life, 
because thejr are hut earthly virtues } for charity is the 
only jtep wiiich penetrates the clouds^ even to the throne 
of God. The tune will come when, seeing the things 
which are now unseen, we shall not need the evidence of 
&ith ; possessiog the rewards now hoped fcH*, we shall 
not want the assurance of hope. But when faith and 
hope shall have had tfaeir perfect end and consummation, 
charity will exist, covered with all its brilliaQt glories, 
and overshadowed witli a radiance which can suSer no 
diminution. Hence the true Mason will be transported 
beyond all bounds, when placed in the immediate presence 
of the majestic Object of Ms former faith and hope, and 
in the actual enjoyment of celestial bliss. The inezpres- 
sihlfi excellency of the divine light will coatinually supply 
him with fresh ardour of affection, with renewed senti- 
ments of adoration. In tlfis Grand Lodge, all will be 
immutably perfect and happy, under the influence of 
universal charity. As there will be no wanfs to relieve, 
no distress to pi^, all in that blessed assembly will enjoy 
a plenitade of bliss, emanating from thesaered Source of 
infinite goodness, truth, and mercy. The souls of the 
just will ibml but one glorious company with the angels 
and archangels ; possessed of one mind, and with one voice 
recounting the praises of the spotless Lamb. With 
thoughts, capacities, and powers having but one tendency, 
one centre, they will sH unite to adore the Great I AM, 
in peace, harmony, and brotherly love. 

" Every well-governed Lodge lejitniihed with the Holy 
BiHei the Square, and the Compan. The Bible points out 
the path that leads to happiness, and is dedicated to God ; 
the square teaches to regulate our conduct by the princi- 
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pies of morality and virtue, and is dedic&ted to ^ha idm> 
mti tbe oompau teaches to limit our deurea in everf 
statioD, and is dedicated to tlie brethven. The Bible u 
dedicated, to the aerriee of Qodi beoauae it ie the-iQesti- 
mable gift of Clod to mui; the square to the master, 
beeaoae, being tbe proper masooic emblem of hia <A&oe, 
it ia coautantlT to remind him of tbe duty be owes to the 
liOdge ov6t wiiieh be is appointed to preaide; aod tbe 
oompaaa to the Craft, because, by a due atteatioB to iti 
user they are tauvht to regulate their desirea and keep 
liieirpasiioiu. withia dae bound*."* 

" The omameKuU wrti of a Lodge are, -the Hoeaio pave- 
meat, the indmited Treasel, aqd the blazins Star. The 
Moeaio pavement is emblematie of human life, ohequered 
with good uid evil ;' the beautiful border by which it is 
enoompasBed, those blesaingB and oomfortawblch eanoond 
US, andwbich we hope to obtain bv a faitMit reliance on 
Divine Providence, hieroglj^hicaUy repreeented by the 
blaziitg star in tbib centre. The moveable and inunovOa- 
ble jewels are the square* the level, and the plumb-rule, 

' E. A. P. Coot., Sect. 6. from Webb. 

* It ia renuokablB that tbia desoription of tesselated pttvement wia 
in nm all over the world. The Bomena left behind them manv be 
tiful ape<umeiiB, whiob bare b«en discovered in modem times, in t 
OUB parte of onr own ielaad. and are still pnserred wltb K "' 
iDnJaable reUoa of tha atato of the aha in the first ages of C 
Bat wa an ftuniahed niOi reoorda of thia kind of work at p 
mnoh inore ranote. In thoroyal palace of Sbushao, when Ahaa 
gave a royal teaat to his nobles, the beds, or, in other words, the 
biolinia, or banqnetfiae oouohes, were of gold and dlTer. npon a 
pavenenl of red, and blue, andwkUe. and blaekmarbie. (Esth. i.,6.) 
The Tolaptooua Egyptians, who ezbaast«d their ii^ennity in tbs 
inventioQ of new Inzmiea to please the taste of a pampered noHlitj, 
qsed, in common witii painted waUa and ceilings, the mosaic paTA- 
ment, riahlj tesaelsted. In the palace of Cleopatra, these pavements 
were iulud with pretnom atsnea. Aqd in India, the floors ot tbe aost 
aaored templas, az at least tlie adyta, were emiched with polished 
st«nes disposed in small squares or tessei^ which reflected the beams 
(rf tiie son in a variety of splendid colours. On a ijmilai principle 
the floor of a Masons' Lodge has boen oonatniot«d, wbioh is thna in 
proper keeping with the rest of its deoorations ; for tbe design would 
be imperfeot, if a strict regard to uniformity and pro[>riety had not 
been observed througbont the entire arrangement. This is a striking 
evidence of the unity of design with which the great plan of Freema- 
sonry was originaDy constructed. How minotaly soever the parts or 
elements mar c^peai to be disposed, they eaoh and all ooudnoetotha 
aame end-— tne glory of Qod and the weUare (tf man. 
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theroQ^Hnd perfect ashler, and the treasel board. Thew 
appear to be mere ingtrumenta of labour ; bat the moral 
to which they respectively poiot, renders them jewels of 
inestimable valae. The square teaches morality and 

J*astice ; ihe level equality, and the plumb-rule integrity, 
ly the rough aahler we u% reminded of our rude and 
imperfect state by nature; by the perfect ashler that 
state of perfection at which we hope to arriTe by a vir- 
taons educatioQ, aided by divine grace; and the tressel 
board iiBmind^uB-that, as the operative workman erects his 
temporal building agreeably to the rules and designs laid 
down by the master on his tressel board, so should we 
endeavour to erect our spiritual building ^^reeabiy to the 
rules and designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of 
the universe in the Holy Bible, which is a Mason's spirit- 
ual tressel board. That book, which it never ctoted in ssy 
Lo^e, reveals the duties which the Great Master of afl 
exacts fivm us; and were we converBBnt therdu and 
adherent thereto, it -would bring as to ' a house not made 
with bands, eternal in the heavens.' '" ' . 

These are Extracts from the abimdant stores df morality 
and religion contained in the masonic Lectures."* Can i^ 
then, be contended, with any degree of reaaon, that tiiey 
' have no reference'to religion — ^n^y, to Ofaristiajiity / But 
to silence every possible objection, to remove every eavil, 
I rttall penetrate still deeper into this mine of preoioua 
stones ; assured at every step of meeting with some valu- 
able gem. If there be any truth in a plain symbol, or 
auv dependence on the illustration, the following extract 
will abundantly prove that no Lodge oan be esteeaied 

* E. A. P. Laot, Sec. 5, horn Webb. 

"* It will haTo been obeerved by our weU-instnioted brethren, &»t 
I have cited the Lectures aa thej exurted hatoxe Huar revUen hy Dr. 
Hemming, nnder the aniboritj, I believe, of the Qnnd Lodge. Socli 
B reTisioii wonld depend, in a great meuarei oa the perBonal taste of 
the Brother oouumesioned to eBect the klteralioB! and, ttnmst.btt 
ooufesaed, that mtmy paBsag«?have been retained whitAaMOompan- 
tively wurthlesH, and others omitted iritioh were highly lUnstntiTe and 
usefal. The worthy Doctor, indeed, had a tank' iiapoBed on Um of 
no opmmon bterest. His patii was beset whhffi&omtieB; and hbto 
be feared that a sli^i feeling of prejndioe was one of tltsm, srinng 
ont of a drcomttance then existing, which was extremely nn&voim- 
ble to Mb labours. A new arrangement of the L«CtnTea,Mlli«f Craft 
•od of B. A. Haaoniy, is matAt to be denred. 
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pwfect, whidi ooes not contain a visible and Belf-inteF* 
preting emblem of the ObristlaD religion: — 

"Id all regnlarly constituted lodgei there is npresent- 
ed a certain point within a circle, the polat representing 
an in^Tidual Drother ; the cirde representing the boun- 
dary line of his duty to Ch>d and man; beyond whidi be* 
is never to Bufier his passions, prejudices, or interests, to 
betray him on any occasion. This circle is embordered 
by two perpendicular parallel lines, representing St. John 
the Baptist, uid St. John the Evangelist, who were 
pnfect parallels in Christianity as well as Masonry ;" and 
upon the vertex rests the>book of the Holy Scnptures, 
which point oat the whole duty of man. In going ronud 
this circle we necessarily touch upon these two unes, as 
well as on the Holy Scriptures; and whilst a Mason 
keeps himself thus circumscribed, it is impossible that 
he should materially err."?* 

To the Holy Scnptnres the Lectures frequently refer. 
Tbe masonic ladder, say they, stands finnly with its foot 
on the Holy Bible, whilst its summit is lost amidst the 
clouds of heaven. Can anything be founded en the Bible, 
and liave no connection with reugionf Impossible! This 
ladder, by which we all hope to ascend to the glorious 
arek of heaaxn at the final consummation of all tnings, is 
a direct type of religion; for religion is founded on the 
Holy Bible, and is sodded with innumerable theological 
Tirtuea, which point the way to everlasting bliss. 

We now come to the fifth section of entered Appren- 
tice Masonry, which inculcates the rndst instructive 
lessons ; it expatiates on brotherly love, relief, and truth, 
and enforces a strict regard to the four cardinal virtues — 
temperance, fortitude, prudence, and justice : — 

"By the exercise of orotherly love we are taught to 
regard the whole human race as one family ; tbe high 

" In Dr. Hamming*! nvision the two St Joluu liare been ex- 
pnnged from the LeoHuaB; althoiwb in the prOTinceBi almost ereiy 
lodge featival is itiu oeiebiated, either en tbe anniverBaiy of St. Jolui 
tbe BapliBt, in Jane, or St John the Enngeliat, in Deoember. It 
is an innoTation in Ifae anuent Leotw«H; ania aa a Cbristian Uoaon, 
I moat aamMtlv wiah to see these two paralleb reetored ; whioh 
Bug^ Maljr b« done withottt piejudioe to the two more anoknt ma- 
aonio worthies, Hoaaa and Sofomou. 

" E. A. P. LaoL, Seo. 5. from Webb. 
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and low, the rich and poor ; who, tm ohildran of one 
Almighty Fareal^ and iohabitantB of the same plaoet, 
aie to aid, support -and protaGt;«acb othev.v . Ua thia - 
principle MasoniT unites jqen of evety .ootinti^i'Mot,' 
and opinion, and ponciliftt^ tnie friepd^bip ;^iiongst 
those who might otherwise have reiaainea st.a'pei^etual 
diatauee." Relief is the next tenet of oar professioti. To 
relieve the distressed is a duty incumbent on all men, par- 

» The late Hsuqsii of Eutings, in his oekbrated Baplj to as 
AddraiB presented to him on his teaTinr Caloutta, in Deo., 1822, bj 
the frotemitj of FreemasonB, as the Graad Master of the Sast, at- 
tributes the civilization of man to the operatioD of this prinoiple. 
"The Teil throim over Masonij," saya ue, "renders ita operation 
Bleat and ouobserred ;. jet the iuflueuoe of a bodr apread throiKh all 
olaaaes of aoeietj, pen'ading erer; oirole, and diffkuong (though Br ita 
separate members) opinionsmgested and matured, &om remote penoda, 
in the brotherhood, moat be powerful in its effect. I think the traces 
of its nseful swaj are discoverable, if we cast our ejes on olden- timM.^ 
Reflect OD that semi-barbariam which Was the oonditjon of all tha 
■Utea of Europa in agea not long past. What apparent oaiue was 
there for a suaden aoA rapidly progressive mitigatioD of the rude 
oppressions which characterised the day l If none such can confi- 
dently be pointed out, is it not reagouable to reour to an agenoy 
which, while it ia □aobtrumve, must in its very natnte be aotavel 
The eecreoy observed in maaonio prooeedinga, aod the rigid sorutiny 
ezerdaed into the private ahajact«r of candidates for admission, ei- 
tnted the curiosity of the higher ranks; and at the same time re- 
moved every fear of th^ir aiscreditjn^ tbemBeWes b^ beooming 
vaemben of the ftvternity. Oiioe initiated, thty rtcewtd Ummt 
wAicfa nener could hav riaehtd then in any other tiivaliont Tha^ 
were taught that throughout the necesaaiy gradalionB in a commnni- 
tj, and amid the onaroidable distinctions arising ftom talents or 
property, man tea* still the brother of taaijj This primary position 
tmoe adopted, all oorollaries Avn it wen readily embnooo. Th» 
dootrioe mibibed in the lodge became the rule of aetion for tliB man 
of might in his put>lio sphere; fni his example diaaembated the 
principles of humani^ and justice, to the ntmost eitetit of the circle. 
Surely this is not a vipionary supposition. Oitcrvt the difference of 
eharaeler between the ni^iotu of Europe where Matomy hat JbntriAai, 
and Ihoie in lohich it hat been proteribed, and lei the conlraH, m fa- 
vottrabte for the former, euppOrt my hj/polhesit. The proof *rill ba 
still stfonger if yon advert to the despotiEm, the ferocity, the degra- 
dation of mankind, in the Asiatio regions, wheie no casual ray of 
HasoDTy has ever pieroed the gloom. In Europe, what wei« onoe 
masoaio priudples are so gener^y prevalent, that it would now be 
difficult to make it believed that they were onoe acknowledged only 
in a confined society. Yet it is well that the sanctuary lot them 
should still exist. Our forms are only constant inouloationa to ns of 
thu moral rnles which ought to be observed in all timee, nsiia an4 
bi (nations. " 
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tienlarly on Huou, who are linked together by an indi** 
soluble chain of unoere afieotion. To Boo&e calamity, to 
alleviate miafortuoe, to compafision&te misery, and to ra- 
itora peace te th^ troubled miod, is the grand aim of the 
true liaMB, Ou this basis he establiahes bis fiiendshipi, 
and forma hi* ooDnectioni. Truth ia a divine attribute, 
and the foundation of every virtue. To be good and 
true is tJbe first leiaon we ore taught. On tbu theme 
we contemplate, and by its dictates endeavour tp regu- 
late our conduct : influenced by this priooiple, hypocrisy 
and deceit ore unknown ; sincerity and plam deolmg di»- 
tinguid ufl } while the heart and the tongue join in pro- 
moting eoich otber's welfare, and rejoicing in eaeh oUier'a 
proaperi^."" 

"Without tihe cardinal virtues, of vphioh Prudence is 
the diief, the name of Moaon is an empty title, and but 
a painted bubble. Fhronaesis, the emblem of prudeuce, 
ia the first and most exalted object that demands our 
attention in the lodge. It is placed in the centre, ever 
to be present to- the eye of the Mason, that his heart 
may be attentive to her dictates, and Btead(a8t in her 
lawBt for prudence is the rule «f all virtues; pmdeoea 
ia the path that leads to every degree of propriety ; pru- 
dence 18 the channel Whence seu-approbatioD £ owa for 
ever; she, leada us forth to worthy actions, and, as a 
blaBngetiH', enlightevs us through the dreary aod dark- 
some patha of life. That Fortitude should be the cfao- 
raetenstio of a Mason, wo need not argu»; by which, in 
the midst of pressing evils, he is enabled always to do 
tbit whic^ is agreeoole to the dictates ef right reason. 
Temperance, aim, must be one of his steadfast prinoi- 

{ile^, and must moderate or restrtdn his passions, e8|}ecial- 
y in. sobriety and chastity. We regard tonperance 
under the vanous definitions of moralists, as constituting 
booeety and decency ; aod in all its potential parts insti- 
tuting meekness, clemency, and modesty. We profess 
Justice, aa dictating to as to do right to all, ajul to yield 
to every man what belongs to him. The cardinal virtues, 
Temperaooe, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, hold in 
fbeix train ^e inferior powers of peace^ eoncord, quiet- 
aess, liberty, safety, honour, felicity, piety and ehvity; 

■< E. A. P. LeoL, Sao 6, from Pnabm. 
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irtth many othen, which were adored bv the KneieiitB in 
those ages when they confonnded mythology with the 
worship of the Divinity. Within the stany girdle of 
inudeDoe, all the virtues are enfolded. We may apply 
this emblem to a stall more religioos import : it represents 
the star which led tiie wise men to Bethlehem; pro- 
claimed to mankind the nativity of the Son of 6od ; and 
here, conducting o«r spiritual pn^reu to the Author of 
our redemption. ■• 

Such are a few detached extracts irom the Lectures of 
the first degree. They proclaim, with a conviction su- 
perior to all argument, the intimi^ union which mibsnts 
between Mawmry and Religion, between Masonry and 
Christianity, They shew ftaibei, that our pursuits are 
neither trifling nor insignificant, for they emorace topics 
of general and unfhding interest; topics- on which the 
most celebrated philoBophers and motalists of all ages 
have exercised their ingenuity, to promote equally the 
welfare of mui and the glory of Qod. 

The second degree is devoted to the study and Ulus- 
taratioD of human science: and to trace the greatness and 
majesty of the Creator, by minutely aoalyring his works. 
The intellectual faculties expand aa a desire of know- 
ledge increases; and by the studies sttAcbed to this 
degree, the mind is elevated to a comOniirion with its 
Maker. What a field for moral investigation imd critical 
research do the liberal sciences afford i The subtleties 
of grammar, riietorie, and logic; iite wonderfal combi- 
BStions of arithmetic ; the universal application of ge- 
ometry, -the delicacy of munc, and uie sublimity of 
astronomy, have each a s^arate charm to win tfae heart, 
and point to a Creator. The organization of the human 
body is another sublime Hubj«ct to which the attention 
is jurticularly directed in this Lecture. It unbraces 
every bnwoh of one of the gfetb divisions of Masonry, 
Ha operative part ; and hence the disquisitioDS are rather 
minute -on the fivs orders of architecture, the use and 
f. application of the -globes, and other important objeeta 
connected with usoul science. In the second section, 
Hkb creation of the world, and the divine appropriation 
of the seventli day for the purposes of rest and devotJon, 

■* £. A. P. XiMl Beo. 6. fton HatohiBaon. 
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lie expatiated od, as was the unjform piactice of oar 
ancient brethren many thousand yean ago; and the 
following extract will shew the object they had oontinit- 
ally in new : " In six days God created the heavenB and 
the earth, and rested on the aaventh day; therefore, our 
ancient brethren dedicated the seventh day as a period 
of rest from their iaboura : thereby .enjoying fVeqaent 
opportunities to contemplate the glorioas works of the 
creation, and to adore the great Creator." 

I shall quote but little from this Lecture, because the 
illustrations are chiefly scientific ; but they all hare a 
moral and religious tendency ; and the Lecture concludes 
with that precepti to which every point of discussion 
had a direct reference. It exhorts us to fear <* Ck>D, the 
great Geometriciaa of the universe ; and at all times, 
and on all occasions, cheerfully to submit to his injunc- 
tions, and to obey his precepts, which are holy, just, and 
good."^ 

The third degree.is the cement of the whole : it binds 
men together by the mystic pointi ^fellovxhip, as in a chain 
of iudissoluble aSectioo, and teaches them to love their 
neighbour as themselves, aa the best means of evidencing 
that the love of Ood is ehei abroad in their hearts. But it 
does more than this, — ^it asserts positively the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and points to a future state, in which 
those who have endured sufferings in this world to pre- 
serve theur virtue and religion from profanation, snidl 
meet a suitable reward '. while the wicked- shall 'be cast 
out as unworthy of a place in the heavenly country, imd 
receive the horrible punishment they have imprecated 
on themselves. 

The first point incites us to brotherly love: that love 
which renders spontsneous assistanoe in time of press- 
ing need, ^thout the venal hope of receiving an equiva- 
lent, for t^e reward is from aoove. The second point 
inculcates universal benevolence ; which must derive its 
satisfaction from a source distinct &om, and independent 
of, human approbation : I mean the reflection that it will 
ensure the s^robation of Ood, to which a reward is 
attached beyond the reach of calumny. This enables 
the benevolent Mason to puiflue his -glorious career like 

■• F. C. Leot, Sm. 4. 
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the son in the finnament, whioh, though temporarily 
intercepted hj clonda which obscure hia brightaeas, SOOD 
dispeU the uiuubstantiAl vapour, resumes his disni^, 
ana bursts upon the world with a brightness more vivift- 
ing from the effects of his temporary obscuration. The 
third point teaches the duty and necessity of prayer to 
God, without which, as a solemn act of religion, nothing 
we can be engaged in can reasonably be expected to 
prosper. The fourth point inculcates secrecy, and points 
out the consequences of betraying the confidence re-^ 
posed in us by-a friend and brother." For Masonry askh 
if you envy the prosperity of a Brother, and wound 
him in -the tendereet part by revealina his secrets : if 
you believe and propagate the tale of de&mation whis- 
pered by the slanderer to his prejudice : if you cherish 
and encoorage the evil passions of envy, hatred, and 
)-evengei if- you refuse to forgive injuries, and blot 
them out frcoa your recollection : how shall you estab- 
liali the reputation either of Masonry or Christianity? 
The fifth point teaches us to bijry in oblivion a Brother's 
faiUngB, and to raite his virtues fi'om the tomb : to speak, 
as well of him in his absence as in his presence: ard it, 
unfortunately, his life be irregular, and his morals tainted 
with crime, to tay nothing rather than defame ; for Masoniy 
prefers silenee to slander, as Masons always pour the heal- 
ing balm of consolation into the wounds which tyranny 
or inhumanity may have inflicted ; to avert the preseure 
of calamity, And make tliewidow'^. heart to sing for joy 

The mwal and religious precepts of the third d^ee 
arise out of emblems peculiarly adapted to its nature and 
end. ' ' 

" The Pot of Inemie is an emblem of a pure heart, 
which is always an acceptable eacrifice to theDeity; uid 

" ThiB is an nhutration of the maBonio K«^. In our lyacong 
Boards this emblam is most luiaoooantabl; and unproperlj omitted. 
The Key ia one of the most important Hjmbola of Freemasonry, and 
ought to bo prominently kopt io viow. To the miiiiitiatod, or im- 
' pertectlj taught Mason, it bears the appearance of on inanimate 
metal inetmmttnt, whose one ia obviouMy oonfined to the perfonn* 
■nee of one nmple Oct. Bat thB'weU-msb^Otad Brother nem it 
with a different eye. He beboIdB in it file lymbol whioh teaches him 
to keep a tongoe of good report ; to apeak ss welt of a Brother in 
hia absence aa in bis presenoe, ood even better ; because, when pie- 
■ent, he has on opportnni^ of defending Umaelf. 
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OB thii glows with fervent heat, so ahotild oar hearts con* 
tinaall; glow with gratitude to the great and beneficent 
Author of our ezittenee, for the manifold bleasin^ and 
comforts we enjoy."" 

" The Beehive is ao emblem of iikhutrjr, and recom' 
mends the practice of that Tirtue to all created bNoga, 
from the highest seraph in heavai to the lowest reptile 
in the dost," ftc, Ac." 

"The Steord pointing to a naied Heart, demonstrates 
that justice will sooner or later overtake us; and al- 
though oar thoughts, words, and actiom -may be hidden 
from the eyea'of men, yet that ali.-8eriho En which 
the nm, moon, and ttart obevi and under whose watchful 
care even comets perform tneir etapendons rerolutions, 
pervades the inmost recesses of the human heart, and 
will reward or punish us according to- our works."^ 

*' The Anchor and Ark are emblems of a well-grounded 
hope and a well-spent life. They are emblematical of 
that divine Ark. which safely bears us over this tem- 
pestuous Sea of troubles^ fmd that Anchor which shall 
safely moor us in a peaceful harbour, where the ' willed 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest.' "^ 

" The Hour-glast is an emblem oi human life. Behold 
how swiftly the sand mas, and how rapidly our lives are 
drawing to a close ! We cannot without astoniahBieDt 
behold the little particles which <are contained in tliis 
machine, pass away almost imperceptibly, and yet, to 
o«r surprise, in the' short space of- an hour all are ex- 
hausted. Thus wastes human life. At the end of man's 
short hour, death strikes the blow, and hurries him off 
the stage to his long and darksome resting-place; for 
tbere is no escape from the piercing arrows of death. 
The thick walls of the palace of a kmg, with the clay- 
built cottage of the lowly pauper, are equally pregnable 
to his darts. Strength or weakness, health or siekness, 
riches or poverty, all — all, in one undistinguishable level, 
fall beneath his mighty arm. Wherever he levels his 
bow, the mark is certain : the victim falls, the silken 
cord of life is cut in twun, and the mourners weep about 
the streets; for the re-unioii of soul and body, when 
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ODOe tiiBB sepanted, exoeeda all. hnmui power; sooli 
hath been nun is werv ue ef the world ; such u man 
in his present most exuted maments, utd aaeh ire each 
of ns. To-daft perh^w, the ran of prosperity and joy 
ahinea upon our penong and our lamilies; health and 
Btreng;th invisorate oar own persons and those of onr 
beloved fiieodB, and we only feel for the sorrows of 
another's woes ; but to-morrow some friendly heart may 
sigh over onr own breathless corpse, * Alas I my Bro- 
ther.' "« 

" The Scythe is an onblem of time, which cuts the 
brittle thread of life, and launches us into eternity. What 
havoc does the scythe of Time Hiake among &a hameui 
race ! If by chance we escape the niunOTona evils inci- 
dent to childhood and youth, and arrive in perfect health 
and strength at the years of vigorous manhood, yet 
decrepit old age -will soon follow, and we most be cut 
down by ^e all-devonriDg scyt^he of Time, and be 
gathered into the land where onr fathers are gone before 

U8."» 

•< The Ca^ with the SJeuU (tnd Creti Bona are em- 
blems of mortality, and. cry out with a voioe almost 
more than mortal, 'Pnporv to meet thy God.' Infancy or 
youth, manhood or old age — all must pass to the embrace 
of corruption. ' How-oflen do we see the tear of sor- 
row moistening the cheek of venetsble age, while hang- ' 
ing over the coq>8e of a beloved son or daughter, snatched 
from life in youth and beauty I How often do we see 
the strong features of mamhood distorted or broken by 
nnaffected grief, while hanging over the grave of a be- 
loved wife, or even of an infant child ! How often do 
we drop a tear when we behoM the diseonsolate widow 
leading her trembling orphans from the grave of their 
departed father ; and, before she could leave the hallowed 
ground, turn round to heave the farewell sigh, when hw 
sorrows were too great to weep.' "•* 

" The th-ee St^ usually delineated upon a master's 
earpet, are emblematical of the- three principal stages <^ 



■ H. H. I^eot, Sea. 7, £N>m Webb aai Inwood. 
' H. H. Lwt, Beo. 7, fimn Webb. 
' U. H. Leot., Seo. 7, boia Inwood. 
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Inunan hfe, yoath, tmuahood, and old age. Is yontli, aa 
entered Apprentices, Ae ought induBtnooBly to occapy 
our minds m the attainment c^ nsellul knowledge ; in 
manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should apply onr know- 
ledge to the discharge of our respective duties to God, - 
our neighbour and ourselves; that so in old age, as 
Master Masons, we may enjoy the happy reflections coq- 
aequent on a well-sp^rt Iife,.and die in the hope of a 
glorious immortality. " , 

" The Sprig, of Acadia" points to that state of moral 
obscurity to which the<world was reduced previously to 
the appearance of Christ upon learth : when the reve- 
rence and adoration due to the Divinity were buried ta 
the Jilth and rtdtbieh of the world ; when religion sat 
mourning in Israel in sackcloth and asbes, and morality 
was scattered to the /out windt of heaven. In order that 
mankind might be preserved ftom this deplorable state of 
darkness and destruction, and as the ola law was dead 
and become roUennett, a new doctrine and new precepts 
were wanting to give the key to salvation, in the language 
of which we might touch the ear of an offended Deity, 
and bring forth hope for eternity. True religion was fled ; 
those who sought her through the wisdom of the ancients 
were not able to raiie her; the dvded the ST^^V^ '"^ ^^^ 
polluted handt were stretched forth in vain Tor her reetora' 
tion. Those who sought her by the old law were 
frustratedi for death liad stepped between lliem, and 
corruption had defiled the embrace ; sin had beset her 
steps, and the vdces of the world had overwhelmed her. 

» M, M. Lect., Sec. 7,'ft«ni Webb. 

*" The AcBcia ia thus desGiibed hj botauiits. The Aoacu, or 
Egyptian Thorn, is a genua, the charactere of which an these: — 
The flower oonsiHte onl^ of one leaf of & funnel shape, end coDtaiiu 
a great unmber of ttamma. The flower* are oommonlj' oollAOted in 
clusters, or little haada ; the pistil arises ttoia the bottom of the flow- 
er, and fiirnUy beoomns a aiiliquoso fruit divided into seTeral hollows, 
and cont^ning a number of'roundish seeds. Amongst antiqaaries, 
the acaoia deuotas Hontething resembling a kind of idu or bag, whiiA 
ia seen on medals in the hands of Hercral of the Consuls and Emperors, 
from the time of AnastasiiiB. Accordios; to Dn Gauge, the maaaa, 
properlj so oaHed, was a purple bs^, filled with eartit, and borne hj 
the prince in his left hand, to nmmd him (f hi* fimlts and minor- 
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TIi« Great Fatiier of all, cemmiBenting the noBeries of 
the world, sent his only Son, who was inaocence (owikm) 
itself, to teach the dootme of salvation : by uAmd man 
iRU BAiaBD_/h»ii the death <f nn unto a hfe of nghteotmem ; 
from the tomb of corruptioiii unto the chamber of b<^ ; 
irom the darkness of despair to the celestial beams of 
fait^ ; and not only working for as this redemption, but 
making with us the ooTonant of Feneration, whence we 
become the children of God and inheritors of the realms 
of heaven."" 

Here, then, I shall close my extracts from the Ijectures 
on Masomy. Ii they do not refer to religion, they have 
DO meaning whatever : and I will submit to the inference 
which may then be deduced, that Masonry is a trifling 
and unimportant pursuit. All the general truths of 
religion, as they are received among Christians, are here 
brought into a lacid point of view, and theit practice 
enforced from a consiaeratioD of the awful doctrine of 
future retribution. 

I decline entering, in this place, on the Royal Arch 
Degree, for reasons which will r>e obvious to the consider- 
ate Mason. It is so intimately blended with all that is 
dear to us in another state of existence, and divine and 
human affairs are interwoven so awfully and minutely in 
all its diequisitionB, that it would be almost impossible to 
enlarge upon the subject without rending the veil which 
conceals the most sublime mysteries which can engage 
the attention of man ; suftice it to say, that the degree is 
fonoded on the name of Jsbovah,^ as Christianity is 



' M. M. Lect., Sec. 7, from Ilatchinsan. Manj' other moral illns- 
batioQB may be fonad od reference to the lajst edition of Preston. 

"The true pronnnoiatioii of the Tetrngrammaton is undoubtedly 
lost. Those who think, say the authors of the Univeraal History, that 
Jehovah is the risht pTdnuncialion, are &r enough from being rare 
of it. It is plain that the anoients wrote it very diSerently from them. 
Sanchoniatho epeUa it Jevo; Diudorus Sicnlus, Maorobius, ClemeoB 
of Alexandria, St. Jerome, and Origen, pronounced it Jao. The 
SamaritaqsT and after them Epiphanins and Theodoret. call it Jove or 
Jahe. Others of the anoients write it Jakoh, Java, Jaon, Jaho, and 
Jahoa, Among the moderns, Capellus is for prononncing it Jam ; 
Dnuins contends for /are ; Hotdnger for JeAca ,- Mercerwill haveit 
JdiofxOi; Caetilio says JmoA ,- andLeCleroJaii^oAor Joicoft. Some- 
tiiing like these the Komans had in their JovU, to wfaioh Vairo 
wema to aQnde when he says, " Denm Jadeonun esse Jcvem," Oat 
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firanded on the name of Jetoa Ohiist i Tirtaa ii iU aim, 
tlie glory of Ood it* object, and the eternal weliare of 
man is oooBidend in every point, part, or lettn of its 
ineffitble myateriei. 

.Jaee wm the Ctod of ilie Jem, aa St. Austin kDegsfl ont of Um. 
^M Moon likewue oillsd God Aia or Aioh i md tEa Hahomedana, 
A>H.«rt>ioli,witti thMa,BgnifiMtlMMmea»/eJbn>k,i.e4 Atnibw. 
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CHAPTER VL 



VEB UBOHANISII OP HASONST IS STHBOtlOAIi OW ITS 
OOMNQOnON WITH TBB CHRISTIAN RBIiIcnON. 

I RNTBR on the subject-matter of this chapter with 
extreme circumspection, aware that the nattue of our 
peeuliar ceremotfies cannot be exhibited in a priirted form. 
The meagre outline only of masonic mechaaism can be 
described, and that with the utmost oare and delicacy; 
and therefore, if this dlvisiDn of my aubjeot should fail t« 
produce the same degree of conviction, which I flatter 
myself must have attended the- preceding, it will not 
be attributable to the inadequacy of its merits, because 
our meohsnism is tim sacred fountain whence the stream 
of its morality flows, but from the contracted limits bv 
which the argument must be necessarily tiounded. I 
shall perhaps, however, be able to show, even from the 
scanty use of these forbidden materials, thai; - Masonry is 
a religious institution; for each individual ceremony, 
how insignificant soever it may appear when standins 
alone, is still a star which sheds its lustre on religion, and 
tiie whole united system is a bright and burning constel- 
lation, which blazes amidst the darkness with unfading 
splendour, and proclaims with the voice of angels, Olory 
to Ood, peace on earth, good-will towards men! — So 
mote it be. 

The first important act which takes place at the estab- 
lishment of a masonic lodge, is the buBtnesa of dedication 
and consecration. This act is a solemn appropriation of 
Masonry to Ood ;. as the lodge is, at the same time, 
inscribed to St. John the Evangelist, who finished by his 
learning what the Baptist began by bis zeal ; and these 
are the two burning and shining Lights on earth, which 
illuminate ow journey as we travel on to attain the 
third Great Light in heaven. 

The ceremonies which are technically termed opening 
6 
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and cloaing ' the lodge, come next to be apoken of. These 
are solemn rites and derive their excellence from the 
name of that Being whose blessing is invoked, and whose 
assistance is humbly supplicated, before we can engage in 
any of the important business of Masonry with a rational 
hope of success. AAer the lodge is closed, the Brethren 
are dismissed with a prayer of gratitude, as the incense 
of an evening sacrifice, for the protection afforded by the 
great Author of Gk>od, not only to the few i&dividuals 
present, but to the Fraternity at large, wheresoever dia- 
peraed under the wide and lofty canopy of heaven. 

The Lodge being opened with solemn prayer, and im- 
pressed with the conviction that the AU-ieeing Eye above 
observes uid notes our actions, we proceed to the initia- 
tion of candidates by progressive steps or degrees. This 
flan of gradual admission to our privileges is sanctioned 
y the practice of every system of true religion which 
has flourished in the world. The patriarch^ scheme 
had its three seperate degrees of periection. The Jews 
bad their three sorts of proselytes, and three orders of 
the priesthood; and the early Christians their Bulerst 
Believers and Catechumens, ^loh corresponding witit the 
three degrees of Masonry. 

The admission into the first degree is on a certain text 
of Scripture, sanctified by a firm reliance on the protec- 
tion of G^ The reception is by prayer ; the candidate 
is bound by solemn obligations to keep faith with his 
Brethren;* and the illimiuation is performed in the name 

' For adoMiiption of thoM eeremonieB, nde Preston's Blnsbstio&Bi 
Book 2, Seo. 6. 

* The oadiBof anoient nations differed in their nafnre and tendenoj. 
A most solemn oath waa confirmed by an appsal to Japiter, or any 
other. celestial god: but on ordinary oocauons they awom by tha 
Uving or the dead ; by their bands, feet, or head ; by the thigh, whidt 
was an emblem of Noah's ark ; by these memberg in any other per- 
son : and an oath sanctified by an appeal to the head of a kin^i or a 
hero, was oonudered most solemn and binding; for the heaa being 
ecteemed the aeat of reason, it was depitaed impious to violate a delibo- 
nto wpeal to so noUe a part of die human frame. Seme think the 
MpMU waa made to the bead bocanse it was tlie symbol of health. 
"Hie soldier, the artificer, the husbandman, each swore by an imple- 
ment of his (ialling. 

These oaths were raiionsly oon&nwd : by lifting ttp tite hands to 
bMTMi, by pUang them on tlie altar, or on a stone, or in the hands 
of the person admmistering the oath, tea.; and a most solemn method 
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of the Divinity. The upiraDt, with his &ce to the East, 
faades be beholds, to aaoceasion, the fiaae where Adam 
enjoyed tbe biqppieat period of ioM eziatence; the placa 
where Chrietiaiuty was revealed to man; the place 
where the star proclaimed the birth of Jesaa ; the place 
where Christ was craci&ed; and the place where he 
ascended into hearen. The East was always accounted 
holy;^ and henoe, our Saviour was termed orjbns, from 

of oonfinningBn oath mabj ptaeing a drawn neord aeroii the Ikroat 
of &.€ penOQ to whom it was admiiiUterod, aaA ioTokiiig beftTen, 
eutii, and sao, to witnesi the ratifioation. "It wsa totj mokl," 
njB Potter, {Areh. Qrmc., e. %, I. 6,) "to odd a aolenm impreoation 
to their oaths, either for the flatdafaotion of the person by whoin tbe 
oatii was imposed, or to lay a more isTiolable obligatioii od themMlraB, 
le«t thej sboald at any time lepont of tiieir porpoMO, and take oon- 
tzazy inessnres te what thej then resolved upon." And the Nma 
anthoi gives tbe foUowing eiamples. 

Tbii penally is taken from Sopboolee : 

" Cnrseg attend jon if e'er false jon prove; 
ToBT days in bitter bottowb maj yon live. 
And when Fate o^ls (bat ma^ tlwt lingering orane !) 
May youT dead aorpte no fit interment find," Suf. 

And tlusfrom Homer : 

" While streams of ponr'd-oiit wine dye all the way, 
Thoe they address the goda — 
' Qreat, Mighty Jore, and all ye Powera divme. 
Whose jastioe BoffeTB no unpunished un, 
Bear witness to the solemn vows we make, 
And grant the party which tiieni first shall break, 
Whoe'er it be, as now Qie ground wine stainB, 
Hay ao o'erspread it with Utw: dasbed-out Imins.' " 

The memory of a great aud good man was, in aodent timm, dia- 
tinguished with a splendid funeral, and a tamnluH of extraordinarT 
magnitude, surmoouted by a pillar, on which the nalne and good 
qucuitiee of the deceased were usually inscribed ; whilst oriminals, or 
pe;gDred persons, were denied the rigbte of eepultore; and as an 
eternal mark of disgrace and injamy, their bodies were oaat into the 
groond unbumt, and thus exposed to pntrofaction ; a oolami^ mon 
beaded than death itself, Adr botJxU being first taken out and hunt, 
and the aihu tcattered to Aefimr vjindt of heaven. 

' The East was considered a fbrtonate quarter by aD tiie world, 
because of the light, heat and vigour, whioh the son oommnnioBtei 
to mankind from that part of t^ heavens; and the Wast mitbrtonste, 
beoanse of the Snn'a departure. The Scholiast upon Sophoelei 
(^aoe. v., 1. 84) says that the right hand, or Oe Eaat, aigniflea Pm 
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an impression of the superior sanctity of his person.* A 
white apron, made of the purest lamb-skin, is presented 
to him, whid), be is told, derives its distinction from the 
purity of its colour, emblematical of innocence ; which 
18 an affection of the mind that all human hononra are 
ine^ctnal to b&stow. But it possesBes a still higher and 
more glorious reference; it is a sjonbol of the innocence 
and perfection of the Christian life, which makes the 
Ziomo vTUhffut fpot, a model for its imitation, and looks to 
^turlty for a crmm o£ glory and a sceptre of peace. The 
early catechumens, when they were admitted to the first 
degree of Christianity, were invested with a white gar- 
ment, accompanied by this solemn charge : " Receive the 
white and undefiled garment, and produce it without spot 
before tile tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 
may obtain eternal life." And this is made a distinguish- 
ed reward, even to the saints in heaven,* for their success 
in combating the three great earthly powers, the world, 
the fiesh, and the devil. 

The candidate is taken by the right hand, as a proof of 
friendship and faithfulness; for the right hand was always 
esteemed an eminent symbol of fidelity. In all compacts 

denoe, and tiia left hand, or West, Follj. Afloripa pi naXatol ri 

utofa ktaXioy, St^nt Se tk awna. 

AU omena were deemed propitious whioh appeared in llie East, and 
the oontrarj if exhibited in the West. 

"I am told b^ a learned friend," eafs Sir Jofan Ualoohn, in Ua 
History of Peru&, (□. 7,) "that the Hebrew term for babt, means 
hefiirt; west, bAmd; bottth, the righl, and the nosth, ohtatre or 
coneeaUd. The thiea fint of these torma denote the position of an 
adoreiof the eim; the last describes the i^arit7iej« with whieh the first 
inhabitaats of the earth beliered the oorthem part of the globe to be 
enTBloped." 

' The East or dayHpiing — Oiiens, Afotoii}, was a term nsed to 
deugnate the Redeemer of mankjnil. In the applioation of this word, 
«>Die distinctions have been made, ono ai/aioLay, means from 'the 
Bast; br avoTolai, the risiag of staris in general is sigiufied; andbj 
ij twmoii}, the rigine of a particular star in the East ivmdij, how- 
ever, with the CabaliBts, denoted the tUmal Wisdom of God ; wbiob 
is, indeed, the same as &e eternal Word of Ood, or Christ. And 
thus the Fathers, when thej prayed, torned tlicir e^ca towards the 
Bast, or in other words, toward the Stiviour, who was oracified with 
bis &oe toward the West Clemens Alexandrinus saya, we pray 
toward 4he East, irpot ■np' ita&ivftr avareXt^ ai tvx"^ i and gives as a 
reaaon for the onatoih, that the East is the birth of the day, and A* 

source of Hffht, yBVB&Xum tjt^saae aattov ^ avtrtoljf. 

» Ber. O.UL, t.5. 
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and affreementa it was uau&l to take each other by the 
right hand, that being the maiuier of plightiiig &ith ; 
and this waa done, either out of the respect they had to 
the number ten, as some say, there being ten mgers ia 
the two hands; or because such a conjunction was a 
token of amity and concord ; whence, at all friendly 
meetings, they joined hands, as a design of the unioa of 
their souls ; and the right hand seems to have been used 
rather than the left, because it was more honourable, as 
being the instrument by which superiors give commands 
to those below them ; whence Criuagoras, in an epigram, 
saitb, it was impossible that all the enemies in the world 
should ever prevail against Rome, 



The aspirant is then shown the three ffr«a^ and letter 
lights of Masonry f the former as ru^-of faith and 
praotice, and the latter to express the regularity and 
usefulness of the creatures which God has graciously 
formed for the use of man.' The form and dimentiont of 
the lodge now engage his attention, while he is taught 
the invaluable lessons whi«h they inculcate.' "When 

• Potter'i Arch. Grsec., 1. 2, c. 6. 

' " As the golden candle stick," eaya Hutohiuson, " in the Taber- 
nacle of Moites. was at once cmbtetnatical of the Spirit of Qod, 
whereby hia chosen people were enlightened, and propHetioal of the 
ohurches ; or otherwise, as Jodephus says, repreEontatire ^ dte 
planets and the powerful works of God; so our TTiree LigkU show 
to OB the three great stages of Masonry, the knowledge and worship 
of the (iod of Natnre in the purity of Eden, the service under the 
Mosuc law, when dive^itod of idolatry, and the ChriBtian rerelation. 
Or otherwise, our Lights are typical of the Holy Trinity." 

* Tbe Sun, the Moon, and the Master of the Lodge. The Snn, as 
the mler of tbe day ; tbe Moon, as the silver queen of night ; tiie 
regularity of wboue appearances, with the uniform course of the Sun, 
converts them into parts of a triangular type, which is completed by 
the addition of the W. M., whose staled periode of attendanw to 
disoharge the important duties of his office, ought to be fonned on 
the moael of those two luminaries, never denating, but always punc- 
tual and correct. 

' Tbe form of the lodge is an oblong square, or double cube, of 
eitensive dimensions. The double cube was esteemed sacred all 
orer tbe world, as an eiprossive emblem of the powers of lig^t and 
darkneea, proceeding &om the chaotio egg. The Chinese adored the 
Divinity nnder thi« form ; and the inhabitants of Stony Arabia wor- 
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we look iato a Hasoiia' lodge, we behold it extending from 
the heaeau to the centre of the earth. High as the heaveDS, 
we behold Him who i& the manager of all creation, ia 
the exercise of bia wisdom and power. Deeper than 
hell, we see him carrying on reaemptioD-, beyond the 
narrow limits of all humui pfailaDthropy, aaving not only 
a part, but the whole : saying unto l)eath, ' I will be 
thy plagues ;' and unto hell, ' I will be thy destruction ;' 
breaking all its maasy doors, and aetting ita despairing 
prisoners free. Look we from the East to the West, from 
the North to the South, we see the seaaona roll their usual 
round of uninterrupted variety. First comes amiling 
Spring in all her tender aoftneas ; the fostering sun, the 
moistening shower, all the pleasing promiaea of plenty. 
Next shoots the Summer's aun in full perfection, to bless 
the ripening year; which Autumn, with her full-fed 
fatness, showers upon the earth for man's ei^oyment; 
and even when suriy Winter blows, we lose its essence 
of intentim, if, even in that inclement moment, we erer 
lose sight of a God ofLove."^^ 

There are innnmerable ceremonies attached to this 
degree, which have a aimilar reference, but I am with- 
held from introducing them here, for obrious reasons ; 
but it will be plainly perceived that they are calculated 
to promote the glory of God, aa well as the happtneaa of 
man, from the apecimen already given ; for they leave an 
impression of peculiar aolemnity on the candidate'a mind, 
which is seldom effaced to the lateat hour of his exiatence. 
Our ceremonies embrace auch a wide extent of illuatra' 
tioo, that their full import cannot be wholly developed 
within the limits of a single lecture : much appropriation 
of talent, and much deliberate investigation, must be 
used by the Maaon who would become master of the 
science, or even elucidate the hidden meaning of all our 
forma, aymbols, and ceremonies. The comprehensive 
nature of Masonry afibrda tiill scope to exercise the abili- 

ahipped a black oabioal Btone. The oraola at Delphos reoommeoded 
donbUikg tiie onbioal altar of Apollo aa & means of atoppiug a deetroo- 
tire pesnlenoe which refed araoncst the people ; and even the true 
relieiOQ had Its cubical altara, by the expreaa direotion of Qod him- 
B^i; for die ark and the altar of incense were dovbU eubt*. (Exod. 
o. zxxriL, y. I, 25.) 
"In wood. 
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ties of any fiiiend of scientific research} while all ita 
illnstrationa are accompanied with a warm glow <^ devo- 
tion which will penetrate the moat indolent, and make 
him feel and acknowledge hia dependence on the gracioiu 
Author of his being. 

Masonry, Hke all other sciences, cannot be attained 
without assiduous and diligent labour; for the signs and 
tokens of external communication are but the keys of the 
cabinet in which all our valuable knowledge is stored 
up. Without initiation, this knowledge is unattainable; 
and initiation, without subsequent research, is an acqui- 
sition which can scarcely be pronounced desirable ; bnt 
he who uses the keys of our treasure with freedom, fer-, 
vency, and zeal; or, m the language of Masonry, he who 
keeps them highly polished with chalk, charcoal, and clay, 
will find a precious jewel at every step he takes ; and 
while he presses on with ardour in the pursuit of know- 
ledge and virtue, he may be certain of attaining the rich 
prize he has in view. 

The Fellow Craft, like the entered Apprentice, is 
admitted in the name of CK>d ; and is received and con- 
secrated by prayer. He enters between the two great 
pillars, wMcn are emblems of the ttrength of mind and 
stability of djapoaition which he must display in his new 
character as a Mason ; not only to promote his own ulti- 
mate benefit, but that the Order in whith he has enrolled 
himself may not be exposed to public censure from the 
licentiousness of his propensities, or the irregularity of 
his conduct. Before fie can participate in the privileges 
of this degree, the candidate must ascend a winding stur- 
case, alter having safely passed the pillars of strength 
and stability. This staircase consists of eleven steps, and 
fine divisions. As he ascends the J, rst step he is taught 
the unity of the G-odhead, who created the world by his 
power and governs it by his wisdom and justice. At tha 
third step he is reminded that this one sacred Being oom- 
prehends three distinct persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. He is instructed also in the nature of 
the three dispensations, the Patriarchal, the Jewish and 
the Christian. At the Ji/th step his progress is aguo 
arrested to explmn the goodness of Providence in man's 
behalf, by the distribution of the five external senses; 
bearing, seeing, feeling, tasting, and smelling; all of 
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whlcli he haa also bestowed on the brutes ; but to stamp 
a decided ascendancy on the lord of the creatioa, he en- 
dowed' >iifn with the attribute of reason, that he might 
be enabled to convert the gifts of Heaven to his own 
eternal welfare. Hence the necessity of a diligent appli- 
cation of his inestimable present, to the service equally 
of such human sciences aa are placed by the Almighty 
within the reach of his cqtacity, and of the study of 
religioii, and the worship of God. To keep the reason- 
ing faculty in exercise, the five noble orders of architec- 
ture are proposed aa subjects of coDtemplation and 
research ; and this being a progressive study, if carried 
to perfection, will fill the mmd with lofty and compre- 
hensive ideas of God and his works. Here, too, the 
candidate is reminded of the five remarkable points in the 
ever-blessed career of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
A regular series of consequences, afiectiag oui temporal 
and eternal welfare, are deduced from his birth, his life, 
his death, his resurrection, and his ascension. Beading 
in reverence before the awful subject, the candidate pro- 
ceeds to the tevmlh" step, where his instructor points out 
the seven liberal sciences as objects of his rational ambi- 
tion; and acquaints him that a perfect knowledge of 
grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, 
and astronomy, will lead him "through Kature up to 
Nature's God," and elevate his mind to the contemplatioQ 

" TIi« aambeT seven haa bean considered, in eveiy age of tbe 
wDild, u posMsaiii^ eztraordinar]' qnulities ; Eind &ib belief ma 
moit pnbuily derived from Qie oroation bcing^ oompleted in TCTen 
dajB. The patriarohal saorifioes were lunallj o^red oy sevens ; and 
ttw nvmber of mMaj things recorded in the ApoCBljpse are leTBii. 
This nnniber, among the CabaliatS; denoted uniTerEolitv ; and amongHt 
the PjlhagoreanH it was termed at&aafiov ailos, teorlhy ofvcntTalion. 
They prononnoed it perfect, and most fit for religious pnrposos. 
AndBnhop Horslej sayi, " I am peranadcd that the dioioe of the 
Bombei aeren was a solemn sod sigiiificant appropiiatian of the oBet- 
inn of the Supreme Giod. the Maker of the world." (IHt. on Proph./ 
On the seventh dav of each lunar month in Greece, savs Arch- 
bishop Potter, was a festival in honour of Apollo, to whom all aeventh 
AafK wen saored ; beoanse one of them was hie tnrthdaj, whence he 
m oalled E^So/iaxtt^t. The itoiywe have in Heriod: 

, . , . nu apiofU] ttfov tjfutf 
TV y*f AstoUjuva Xffyoaofa xeaiaio -Aijttf, 
. , . . " the seventh dav is saored, 
■Cause PhmbuB then was of Latona boin." 
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of heaveQly thiDgs ; preparing hiin,bT gradual approaoh- 
es to perfectioii here, for a full display of bgnt and 
knowledge in a future state. When the candidate hu 
BrTived at the summit of the winding Btaircase, by ita- 
cendiugt}xe eleventh step, ts is reminded of the miracaloos 
preservation of Joseph, who preceded his eleven brethren 
into Egypt under the direction of God, that he might be 
the means of preserving his whole race from the efiects 
of the seven years' famine, which raged ^th imaocns- 
tomed violence throughout all the East. Ha is farther 
put in mind of the treachery of Judas Iscariot, who 
betrayed his Master ; and being seized with an agonizing 
remorse of conscience, which rendered life insupportable, 
he violently terminated his own existence, and reduced 
the number of Apostles to eleven. The closely-tiled 
door of the middle chamber then gives way at his word, 
and he enters to behold the superb illumination of that 
blazing central star, which refers to the God of his 
creation; and the mystical application of the successive 
numbers of 3, 6, 7, and 11, is explained to signify the 
Great Jehovah, who is so brilliantly represented in the 
chamber to which that staircase leads ; for in the Hebrew 
notation, I repreaent»-10, the sum of 7+3, A 6, and H H. 

A certain part of the mechanism attached to this 
degree cannot be exposed ; in fact, it requires years and 
experience, patient industry and laborious toil to become 
acquainted with all the subjects embraced by this com- 
prehensive step ; and he whose various talent shall allow 
him to conquer all the impediments opposed to his 
advancement in the knowledge of Fellow-craft Masonry, 
wilt be eminently entitled to the honourable distinction 
of a master of science, and a perfect moralist. 

The ceremonies of the third degree are introduced by 
a prayer expressive of the feeble and inefficient nature of 
"nan without the blessing of God's assistance; uid the 
duration of that eternity to which death is the avenue, 
is depicted by circumambulation. The candidate ia bur^ 
r. thened with ceremonies, to denote the galling nature of 
the Jewish dispensation, even when at its highest stage 
of perfection. The surrounding idolaters, envying pri- 
vileges which appeared to insure the favour of the Deity, 
determined to become possessed of these invaluable 
secrets, or to extirpate the Jewish nation. The Jewi, 
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I^iuing to ab&DdoD their religion to the protaiiafionfl of 
idotatiyi finally suffered & moral death in the exterminft- 
tipa of their polity. The three aaaasaiiu were the Asey- 
rians, the Cbaldeaqs, and the Romans. The first blow 
which this dispensation received, was inflicted by 
Shalmaneaer, who carried the ten tribes into captivity, 
from which they never retorned. The' second blow was 
still more severe. It was inflicted by Nebuchadnezzar, 
who utterly destroyed their city and temple, and carried 
the two Eemainina; tribes to Babylon. Weakened, but 
not destroyed by these attacks, they rebuilt their temple, 
and assumed the semblance of their former system of 
worship, though much deteriorated, from the loss of man? 
valuable privileges. At length came the ruffian band, 
more determined than either of the former, under the 
command of Herod, who gave the death blow to their civil 
and religious liberties by the conquest of Jerusalem, 
and the reduction of Judea to the state of a Roman 

{)rOTince, over which this tyrant, not of their own regal 
ine, nor even a Jew, was appointed king. The old law 
was now dtad, and was become perfect rottenness; her 
tomb toas_ in the mhbuh andjilth cast forth of the temple, and 
acacia wove its branches over her monjiment. They attempted 
to raine her from the dead, but »he fell from their grasp, a mats 
of putrefaction ; until at length the resurrection of Jesus 
cemented the bands of Christian fellowship, and formed 
an indissoluble chain of connection, of which Christianity 
was the basis, amongst all mankind who were inclined to 
comply with the terms of initiation into the covenant of 
grace. 

Here then the perfected Mason feels and acknowledges 
the power oT Rehgion over the soul, by a full and striking 
proof of that resurrection from the dead, which is the 
precursor to "& new accession of light and knowledge, 
that bursts upon him like an ethereal flood, and leaves 
him astonished at his own acquisitions. 

The symbols, the tokens, the landmu'ks of the Order, 
are now fully entrusted to his care ; but, lest he should 
be too highly elated by his newly-acquired privileges, a 
most solemn charge is delivered, reminding him, that 
though he is now ranked with those distinguished few to 
whom the appellation of Master-Mason may with pro- 
priety be applied, yet he is still, in the sight of God, only 
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a weak and fallible mortal ; that death may in an instant 
deprive him of that knowledge which it is hia province 
to improve; aad that the talftot committed to his charge 
canoot, without danger, be hid in a napkin, but must be 
profitably and actively -employed to the salvation of his 
Boal. 

Thas is the mechanism of three degrees of Masonry 
most admirably constructed to enforce the great truths of 
morality and Religion ; and I see not bow it can fail to 
produce that salutary impression on every mind, except 
. it be distorted by innovations, prostituted by a deviation 
from the ancient landmarks, and thus converted into the 
mere shibboleth of a sect or party. But Masoory, in its 
broad and permaneDt acceptation, is the handmaid of 
Religion ; and if practised with this fundamental princi- 
ple in view, may assist ns in profitably running our race * 
on earth, that at the final consummation of all things we 
may receive the rewud of our faith, even a joyful exal- 
tation to the blessed mansions of eternal f~'' ~''~ 
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